
Abstract 

This study analyzes American foreign policy with respect to Colombia since the beginning 

of the new millennium. The main pillar of this policy is a strategy called Plan Colombia. While 

the original reasoning behind Plan Colombia was to enforce better antinarcotic strategy to avoid 

cocaine distribution to the United States, by the time it morphed into a state-building effort. My 

main interest in this study is to answer the question whether Plan Colombia was successful and if 

so then whether it was a prerequisite for launching peace negotiations with the FARC and 

achieving durable peace.  

This study has several parts. At first, I shed a light into a situation in Colombia at the 

beginning of the new millennium and explain the motivation behind Plan Colombia. Next, I 

summarize the historical perspective and describe the most important events leading to the 

breakthrough which was the signing of the peace treaty with FARC. In the following section, I 

look more deeply into data about money transfers and I also analyze important socio-political 

indicators. 

In the conclusion, I explain why Plan Colombia was in my view a successful policy. I also 

discuss upon what was the success dependent. 


