Abstract

This diploma thesis deals with the Senate of the Parliament of the Czech Republic in view
of history, voter turnout and electoral system. The main purpose of the thesis is to present
the Senate in terms of broad perspective, based on the analysis of selected parts of the political
system. The thesis is a case study which includes an analysis of the Czech Constitution
preparations, a voter turnout analysis with the main purpose to present crucial trends
and simulation of some variations of qualified plurality rule on existing electoral results
of the Senate elections. There is also the theory of bicameralism presented as a part
of the theoretical part in the thesis. Based on the analysis the thesis presents extensive
conclusions. In the view of history there are historical and ideological circumstances and also
political demands of participants in the case of proposing the institution of Senate. The main
conclusion on the view of voter turnout is that since 2008 there has been a continual decrease,
particularly in run-off. The thesis brings two groups of solution in order that the Senate elections
voter turnout might increase. First, technical changes in the electoral act could be made,
and second, the whole electoral system in terms of single-round option could be changed. Based
on the simulation, there is also a suggestion to use some variations of qualified plurality rule

in the Czech Senate elections.



