
Abstract 

In this bachelor thesis, I will concentrate on the topic of the clause or reserves of conscience 

of journalists as unused institute in czech journalistic self-regulation. Besides this topic the 

bachelor thesis will point out on if czech journalists use all their rights, especially the clause 

or the reserves of conscience or of the ethical codes are not used in the journalistic self-

regulation. Journalists can be exerted to the pressure from the directory of media, or for 

example from the politicians. Journalists are supposed to work according to their best 

conscience because of their influence on the public life of the society. According to these 

reasons it is important to realize that journalists need a legal protection. This kind of 

protection is established in ethical codes in the self-regulation of media. Besides the 

elementary rights and obligations the clause or reserves of conscience can be established in 

the ethical codes, which guarantee journalists that they can refuse a work which is in the 

contradiction with their conscience or their moral values. In Czech republic, reserves of 

conscience is established in the ethical code of Czech television and in the ethical code of 

Czech radio. In the thesis, I used the frame of structured interviews with czech journalists to 

show if these legal protections are used by journalists in czech media landscape. 


