
Abstract 

This Master thesis focuses on the three occurrences of the so-called Yellow Card 

procedure, a part of the Early Warning Mechanism introduced into the EU legislative practice 

with the Lisbon Treaty. The analysis of the practical cases helps to shed light on the 

development of the interparliamenatry cooperation among the national parliaments of the EU 

Member States and the ability of this cooperation to affect the EU decision-making process. 

The work discusses how the Mechanism was institutionalised and whether it established a more 

direct link between the EU decision-making and the EU citizens, thus creating an additional 

accountability channel. The thesis addresses to which extent the Mechanism is capable of 

compensating the national parliaments for being cut off from the EU processes. 

The next task of the work is to assess how well the interparliamentary cooperation works 

and whether in the three practical instances the Mechanism proved to be effective. Furthermore, 

the thesis elaborates on whether the novelty was successful and if it realised the potential to 

curb the democratic deficit problem in the EU. Attention is given as well to the practical issues 

with the Mechanism implementation and to how the national parliaments are capable of dealing 

with them. All in all, the thesis at hand is a multi-aspect analysis of the Early Warning 

Mechanism and its practical use. 

 


