
Abstract 

The thesis aims to interpret the philosophy of negative Platonism, which Jan Patočka developed during 

the 1950s. In the first part, negative Platonism, whose preliminary notion is derived from the 

interpretation of the eponymous programme essay, is studied in the context of contemporary 

philosophical discussion and Patočka’s subjectivist humanistic conception he developed in the latter 

half of the 1940s as well as his lectures on classical philosophy. The second part contains author’s own 

systematic interpretation of negative Platonism, including the reconstruction of the textual corpus of 

Patočka’s programme. Finally, the third part, which considers first the inspirational sources of the 

observed project, reviews negative Platonism and outlines a concept, with which Patočka replaced 

negative Platonism in the late 1950s. The thesis aims to outline the philosophy of negative Platonism 

as an important stage in Patočka’s philosophical development as well as a significant part of the 

modern history of European thinking. 


