
Annotation 

The diploma thesis deals with the phenomena of Europeanisation of the third states and its 

limits. The thesis is a one-case study focusing on Turkey and Europeanization of its foreign 

policy. Foreign Policy Analysis was chosen as the method of the paper. It focuses here on the 

internal changes in Turkey that came up with the AKP party government and led to the change 

in foreign policy in which the relations with the EU were given less room. Economy and 

religion are analysed as two major limits of Europeanization. Economy was one of the motives 

on which the change of orientation of foreign policy was based when Turkey started 

establishing tighter relations with states in the regions of Middle East and Africa. Turkey was 

building its image as the hegemon and mediator in the region to protect its foreign investments. 

The AKP was a pro-Islamic political party and religion plays also a role in Turkish foreign 

policy. Since the AKP started ruling the country it has been reducing the secularization despite 

it was one of the pillars of the republic since it had been established. Islam became the unofficial 

but important factor in orientation of Turkish foreign policy. These factors had influence on 

Europeanization of the country because EU was becoming less priority region and this fact 

divided the foreign policy capacities. Turning out of the EU is confirmed by rhetoric of the 

Turkish representatives. Despite these facts, Turkey remains the official candidate state of the 

EU. 

 


