
Abstract

This thesis introduces China’s contemporary history especially the period

1949-1976 based on the analysis of selected British and American historiography.

Through the criticism and comparison of British and American scholars’ discourse,

this thesis will obtain a deeper understanding of China’s history. This thesis regards

Mao Zedong as the main China’s historical figure, as well as the construction of new

China as the main line of writing. So the position of Mao and the Chinese Communist

Party during the period of the construction of new China is an important part to

discuss in this thesis. The thesis mainly talks about the period 1949-76 of China from

the perspective of political and economic policies and movements, international

relations, social issues, military actions and cultural movements. In addition, this

thesis also emphasizes on discussing the angles, methodology and terminology of

British and American historiography on China’s contemporary history.


