
Abstract 

 This dissertation depicts a life of Leopold Sternberg who was representative of one 

of the most significant Czech genus. The author of this thesis focused on his personality, war 

experience, and social activities as well as on a circle of his closest associates.  She also 

focused on the fate of his siblings who until now were overlooked by researchers. This 

dissertation tracks the condition of family property during dramatic historical changes in the 

first half of the 20th century when they were often found out of the ownership of Sternberg 

family. We are talking about the first land reformation, the forced management during Nazi 

era and the nationalization after the Communist putsch in Czechoslovakia. The thesis focuses 

on Leopold's activities in the time of Nazi threat when he clearly registered to the Czech 

State. Some part of the thesis is dedicated to the American ambassador in Czechoslovakia 

Laurence A. Steinhardt. His fate was closely connected to at one point with the Sternberg one. 

The author has tried to profile the fate of Leopold Sternberg and his family after moving in 

abroad where he died in 1957. 
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