
ABSTRACT 

This thesis deals with events during the Czech Catholic exile in Italy with a focus on the 1960‘s. 

It provides a closer look at the institutional and discursive changes that took place at the time 

of the Second Vatican Council (1962-1965) and the subsequent stay of Cardinal Josef Beran in 

Rome (1965-1969). The work focuses mainly on the development of the publishing house 

Christian Academy, the Velehrad Center and the Nepomucenum Papal College where the 

leading figures of Czech Catholic exile, mostly priests, worked. By using the method of 

historical discourse analysis the work studies how the pro-conciliary orientation which defined 

itself in opposition towards conservative tendency in the Church became increasingly 

predominant in the exile environment. Last but not least, the work also shows how the form of 

Catholic exile discourse in Italy was influenced by the changing relationship between papal 

diplomacy and Communist Czechoslovakia. 

 


