
Abstract 

This diploma thesis deals with one of the aspects of armed groups’ governance, namely the 

institutions that are created or used by armed groups and the role these institutions play in the 

military-civilian relations. The case study chosen is the Eritrean People's Liberation Front. 

This armed group was formed in 1973 in the context of the struggle for Eritrea's 

independence, and in the next decades it created a management system that included taxation, 

political committees, education, health care, and dispute settlement mechanisms. After the 

establishment of independent Eritrea in 1993, ELOF evolved into the People's Front for 

Democracy and Justice, which still remains a ruling Eritrean political party. The primary aim 

of the thesis is to answer the question of the role played by institutions created by non-state 

armed groups in building their relations with the civilian population. He is also marginally 

devoted to the development of Eritrea after independence. 

 


