Abstract

This master thesis deals with the development of the protest movement PEGIDA, which was
founded on October 11. 2014 in Dresden. This movement speaks loudly against the
Islamization of Germany during the regular demonstrations and criticizes the political
situation in the country. In times of its greatest popularity it has attracted thousands of people.
Nowadays its importance is still diminishing. The aim is therefore to describe the
development of the movement and its characteristics. The work is divided into four main
chapters. The first one explains the development in Saxony, the second one describes the
development of the movement and its programmatics. It also contains the change of
relationship towards Alternative fiir Deutschland (AfD): from an animosity into an open
collaboration. PEGIDA was created as a Facebook group: with tools like Google Trends and
Fanpage Karma this chapter analyzes its evolution in an online world. It also shows a
declining search rate on Google and its popularity on Facebook. The last chapter is based on
studies conducted among demonstrators concerning their demographic data and their views on
the functioning of democracy and politics. It follows that most Pegidists do not believe in
political representation and see an AfD as an alternative. The stagnation of the movement also
manifested itself in demonstrations: the number of participants is still falling and its
significance decreasing. The main reason is the decline of interest in the topic of refugee crisis

and controversial past of Lutz Bachmann.



