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Introduction

At the very beginning was my indignation. The electoral campaign in Czech Republic
in 2002 provoked me to explore the use of history in the political process. The elections
took place right before the entrance of the Czech Republic to the European Union and
several political actors took the occasion to philosophy about the threatened Czech
identity, trying to “speak for the nation” (it means for the community according to most
criterions I belong to), yet I could not identify with those self- appointed “speakers” of
the nation or those who promised to protect it. Analyzing the electoral campaign of my
country | realized that the politicians seldom hesitate to use historical references for their
particular goals, so they can present their political agenda as a part of a broader ideology,
some existing tradition or in extreme cases, try to present themselves as the only real
inheritors of these traditions or as self- styled guardians of the nation. Watching
historians as they give in the media academic backups to politicians that tried to use
nationalism as a political instrument, I felt something was going wrong. I experienced
how the past was (ab)used to affect my life and being a history student [ desired to get to
the bottom of the fact that it is mostly a politician who provokes such nationalistic frenzy
and my compatriots don’t mind.

I tried to identify the most often referred symbols in then recent political process and to
my surprise, one of the most frequently revocated event (symbol) in the political process
was the famous “Velvet revolution” of 1989, which was at the time a very recent
historical event, nonetheless, already came to be a powerful historical symbol and most
of the Czechs identified with it. Diverse groups used the symbol to gain popular support
for their goals. I realized how easily a revolution becomes a symbol with both obvious
and disguised connotations. I sought a parallel to compare to. The Mexican case is an
extraordinary one: in my opinion the Mexican Revolution was an accelerated process of
incorporation of vast masses in the political process and in fact initiated the final stage of

the “making” of the Mexican nation. We wouldn’t be so far from truth, claiming the

" The revolutionary symbols were used for instance in 1999 by the initiative “Thank you, farewell”
(Dékujeme odejdé&te) and during the crisis in the Czech TV in 2001,



Mexican Revolution is a supreme symbol of the Mexican nation. As a result, throughout
the last century principally two political parties have sought to seize the symbolism of the
Mexican Revolution: the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) and the Party of the
Democratic Revolution (PRD).

Political actors in pursuit of power seek links to the voters in order to gain their trust.
Both democratic and undemocratic regimes follow the similar pattern. The latter differs
from the former only in the incapacity to prove the link between the politician and the
people is real or to deny that the link is a result of an elaborate propaganda.

The use of national symbols as a political tool in modern politics is not a mere
retrograde obsession of conservative politicians, but works as a very effective instrument
to obtain political support both on the right and on the left. Nationalistic drive in current
politics mostly consists in the struggle between the competing political entities to prove
in front of the voters that their political projects match the “key principles of the nation”
and the adversaries” does not. The political actors at power (or the one who tries to gain
the power) seeks to be seen as “heirs” or “speakers” of the “key principles of the nation”
(the national tradition) in order to gain votes and popular support (even the most severe
dictatorships need it).

This simple generalization is applicable to many Latin American countries of the 20"
century. The tug-of-war for the national symbols between the ruling undemocratic regime
in Mexico and the dissident political movement FDN (that later grew to be a regular party
PRD) is an eminent example of a new character of “nationalism” in modern politics.
Nonetheless the term “nationalism” requires commas in this case, since the principal goal
of the mentioned political actors is not a creation of a nation, but a domination or a
support of the nation (voters) using the national symbols.

The Mexican one party rule, forged since the end of the 1920s derived its legitimacy
from the Mexican Revolution. The ideological backing of the ruling party nevertheless
would be hardly so effective if the Mexican Revolution wasn’t a cornerstone in creation
of the Mexican nation and did not become a national symbol often referred as the number

one.



A great part of PRI’s (Revolutionary Institutional Party) ability to convince about its
indispensable and logical rolee in Mexican political process was in great part due to its
capacity to manage the symbols of the Mexican Revolution, creating a direct bond
between the party and the nation. As a result, the party was seen as a logical instrument
of the nation.

This link between the political party and the nation was universally accepted even by
avowed adversaries of the ruling party: the political challengers of the one party system
in 1988 (National Democratic Front) did not put in doubt the one party rule as such and
did not proceed exclusively in the name of democracy. They even played the ideological
game with rules set by the PRI, not putting in doubt the bond “Party - Revolution -
Nation”, they only denounced the validity of that bond, claiming that PRI no longer had
the “jurisdiction” to administer the supreme national symbol.

The above mentioned scramble for the symbol of the Mexican Revolution implies that
the singular political event is an attractive political tool for those who seek to be seen as
spokesmen of the nation. The tool works well especially in key political moments when
nation is supposed to unite in the name of a particular goal. Then the game with national

symbols acquires particular momentum.

National identity is in great part a construct that requires a set of myths symbols and
legends that serves as points of reference of one community (Smith: 1991, 1994,
Lomnitz: 2001). Identity nurtures itself from strong beliefs, inherited perceptions of
repetitive information, helping thus to conform “the power of self” (Smith: 1991, 1994),
often required in times of crisis, war and mobilizations. For this author the identity gives
people willingness and reasons to act and react. Smith observes that such perspective
“makes it possible for ethnicity to be used ‘instrumentally’ to further individual or
collective interests, particularly to competing elites who need to mobilize large
followings to support goals in the struggle for power” (Smith:1991, p. 20). The rise of the
FDN? and later PRD can either be seen as an attempt of the leftist fraction of the PRI to

regain the power in the party, which eventually proved to be unfeasible, so the leftist

% Frente Democratico Nacional: founded in 1988 to support the independent presidential candidacy of
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas.



priistas’ decided to found an independent political option: or it can be seen as an effect of
inefficiency of the political system designed in the late 1920s, unable to provide
economical benefits for its citizens in the end 1980s. In this paper, I will analyze
principally the ideology the PRD invented in order to explain its existence: the “rescue of
the democracy” and of the Mexican nation as such. The symbol, which had the capacity
to include both concepts, was the Mexican Revolution. Retaking the idea of Smith, the
“instrumentally used ethnicity” (national symbols) was a mean to mobilize voters: The
FDN presented their existence in terms of the Mexican Revolution, in order to gain larger
support for their goals and to unite people around the concepts of the “nation” and the

“democracy”. The latter even became part of the party’s name.

After the Mexican independence the concept of nation varied according to the elite that
administered the content of this concept and determined who qualified to be a member of
the national community. Each stage matched different set of historical references,
recurring to fabrication and idealization of myths, according to the inherent dynamism of
the community’s ends. “The symbols by which we define ourselves in the present and the
symbols by which we identify with larger political groupings and make sense of the
political world around us, are for the most part symbols that represent the past”(Kertzer.
p.7). As I sustain, Mexican Revolution, virtually included to the date excluded sectors.
The constrained concept of the nation thus no longer was applicable only to the elite,
which met with certain racial and cultural predispositions, but was extended to the
majority. The redefined community needed new symbols, the majority could identify
with. In this context, a consistent government- led propaganda in the 1920s and 1930s
begun to transform the historical event (the Mexican Revolution) in a new national
symbol. The Revolution became defined by the government as a never ending process
and the party (PNR*, later called PMR’ and finally PRI) was a legitimate enforcer of the
revolutionary ideals. The propaganda deliberately depicted government’s policies as a
continuing Revolution and pursuit of the revolutionary principles. Most of the Mexicans

would agree with the idea, that the “institutionalized revolution” reached the peak during

3 Members of the PRI
* National Revolutionary Party (Partido Nacional Revolucionario)
% Party of the Mexican Revolution (Partido de la Revolucion Mexicana)



the presidency of Lazaro Cérdenas, who presented his reforms as a completion of the
principles of the revolutionary Constitution of the 1917. The latter became a legend,
generating a particular tradition vindicated mostly by popular sectors (peasants and labor
workers) and of the political left. Cardenas became a symbolical bridge between the Party
of the Democratic Revolution (led by Lazaro’s son) and the Mexican Revolution, when
the new party claimed it was the only real continuator of the real revolutionary tradition.
As [ assume, the symbol was the supreme and single most important one for the Mexican
nationalism: seizing the tradition of the Mexican Revolution, the party behaved as a
speaker of the people, speaker of the nations, the real inheritor of the true mexican
traditions, in contrast to “foreign” ruling party: “Por el rescate de México™® (for the

rescue of Mexico), was the principal slogan of Cardenas’s Campaign in 1989.

The invention of a tradition is a part of the process of “imagining the community”,
which requires elaboration of a consistent national tradition. To create a nation the
Mexican elites needed a pervasive idcology, to diminish the existing divisions within
Mexico.

In the analysis I will concieve the term “nationalism” as an effect of a systematical
propaganda of the elites. In the first chapter I will outline the stages of the Mexican
nationalism and emphasize the final one (1920s and 1930s), since the elite which led the
national propaganda came from the ruling party, which established the regime lasting
over seven decades of the 20" century. As the one party elite led the final stage of the
“nation making”, the party generated a particular regime with extraordinary presence of
nationalism in the official propaganda. The nationalism and the PRI’s ideology were
often seen as one. The relative and ever changing character of the revolutionary tradition
will be an object of the following chapter, where I will shed light on the creation of the
Revolutionary tradition in the 1910s and 1920s. The tradition was an object of
contradictory interpretations, according to the elite that defined the constent of the
tradition: since 1910s different “sub-traditions” (maderismo, carranzismo, zapatismo,
villismo) competed for hegemony. The third chapter relates the origins of the use of the

Mexican Revolution as a legitimation for the political system. The next chapter focuses

8 See Appendix, p. 138



the “peak of the Revolution”, the presidential term of Lazaro Cérdenas, when the key
revolutionary principles were allegedely attained. The following parts of the paper
dedicates to the continuing deviation of PRI’s governments from the revolutionary
standard set by Cardenas. Final chapters seek to explain the emergence of the FDN and

PRD and their seizure of the ideology, usurped by the ruling party.

Emerging nationalism

Early national bonds: church and blood

The Spanish and Spanish American cases suggest that the American nationalism
developed in stages, beginning with European colonization in the sixteenth century. The
case of Latin American concept of nation was closely related to kinship, racial origin
identity and religion (Lomnitz: 2001).

The concept of “Spanish” as a legal category set the rules of blood hierarchy enshrined
in so called “Laws of the Indies”. The notion of “Spanishness” was built out of an idea of
privileged connection to church and “patria” and this concept was retaken by early
Mexican independence leaders. The fact that the fathers of the Mexican independence’
were secular priests indicates a widely accepted mix up between the concepts of religion
and the nation, typical for the early independence period. Both Hidalgo and Morelos
defined their struggle for independence in religious terms, accusing the Spanish of
betraying their true Christian mission and using Christianity as a subterfuge for the

exploitation of Americas (Lomnitz: 2001, p. 26 - 29).

7 Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, José Maria Morelos




Nationality and Independence

Lomnitz claims that “one of the central ideological problems of the “nation making”
process was how to transform the “new patriotism” into a “new nationalism™ that could
include social groups that had been born in Mexico but did not belong to this Hispano-
Mexican race” (Lomnitz: 2001, p. 46). It was thus for this reason that the carly
independence symbols were linked (instead to a particular tradition) to symbols of the
land (Aztec eagle) till the mid 1800s. This period lacked consistent national propaganda
promoted by the elites, so the cohesion to land preceded the nationalism in Mexico and

there was no general agreement about who qualifies to be a member of the nation.

Branderburg sustains that during the pre-liberal era, there were parallel traditions even
in spheres like religion: “There wcre two Catholic churches: The sophisticated European
and creoles honored the white skinned virgin Mary, the dark skinned Lady of Guadaiupe
served as a religious matron of the Indian” and even in economical strategies: “The
economy was also organized on two differing concepts: feudalism and capitalism”
(Branderbourg, p.31). The use of the symbol of the Virgen de Guadalupe during the
Mexican independence® (Hidalgo used during his insurrection a flag with her image,
Morelos used a standard with the inscription “Viva la Virgen Maria) even could not be
considered a manifestation of an early nationalism, since the straightforward and

seemingly obvious link between the symbols of the early independence period and the

# Jose Marfa Morelos even tried to establish Virgen de Gualdalupe as an official national symbol: “Que en
la misma se establezca por ley constitucional la celebracion del dia 12 de diciembre de todos los pueblos,
dedicando a la patrona de nuestra libertad, Maria santisima de Guadalupe, encargando a todos los
pueblos la devocién mensal”. The same intention. Merelos had with the national ritual of the so called
“Grito de Independencia™ as a national feast: “Que igualmente se solemnice el dia 16 de septiembre todos
los afios, como el dia aniversario en que se levantd la voz de la independencia y nuestra santa libertad
comenzd, pues en ese dia fue en el que se desplegaron los labios de la nacion para reclamar sus derechos
con espada en mano para ser oida, recordando siempre el mérito del grande héroe, el sefior don Miguel
Hidalgo y su compakiero don Ignacio Allende”. In; Carlos Herejon, Morelos: Antologia documental
(Ciudad de México; Secretaria de Educacién Pablica, 19853), 133-135 (Taken from Carlos Herejon,
Morelos, Document of Anthology, Mexico City, Secretary of Public Education, 1985), pp. 133-135



modern Mexican nation, that are seen from current perspective as truly national (Virgen

de Guadalupe), are a result of a modern historical selection.

Hidalgo and Morelos

Morelos along with Hidalgo® are arguably considered by modem Mexican
historiography as the founding fathers of the Mexican nation. Partly this is due to
Morelo’s  “revolutionary ideario”, which (according to official goverment
historiography), matched the key principles of the Mexican Revolution. Jose Maria
Morclos kept up the fight against the Spanish for two years after his “teacher” (tlidalgo)
had been captured and executed. His plan for molding a nation, issued in 1813, proposed
such sweeping social and economic reforms as racial equality, land distribution and
anticlerical measures, which were seen by the post- revolutionary historiography as an

antecedent of the Mexican Revolution'®:

“Que como la buena ley es superior a todo hombre, las que dicte nuestro
congreso deben ser tules, que obliguen a constancia y patriotismo, moderen
la opulencia y la indigencia, y de tal suerte se aumente el jornal del pobre,

, : . . . wli
que mejore sus costumbres, alejando la ignorancia, la rapifia y el hurto™".

It is mainly for this reason Jose Maria Morelos is considered a “Servant of the Nation”
(Benjamin, p. 2): He is considered a forerunner of the real “nation- making™: the Mexican

Revolution, which had to be incorporated in existing traditions, “swallow” them and turn

® Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla is usually referred os a “Father of the Patria”

' For instance, Octavio Paz it in The Labyrinth of Solitude puts it: “The Revolution on Independence was a
class war, and its nature cannot be understood correctly unless we recognize the fact that unlike what
happened in South America, it was an agrarian revolt in gestation. This is why the army {with the criollos
like Iturbide), the Church and the great landowners supported the Spanish crown, and these wee the forces
that defeated Hidalgo, Morelos and Javier Mina”. In (Paz, Grove Press, New York, 1961)

" Leal, Juan Filipe, p. 154




them in a part of the Revolution itself. In sum, the insurrection of Morelos and Hidalgo
is seen as one of the corncrstones in the nation- mainly because the official one party

propaganda presented this event as an antecedent of the Mexican Revolution.

Liberalism: nation as a community of citizens

The difficulty with defining the nation was reflected in the fluctuating ways in
which citizenship was defined. Though there were ties to the homeland, the definitive
criterion of the nationality was much more restricted. The common restraints in by the
mid 1800 were age, sex, annual income, literacy. Thus nationalist ideology in the first
half of the century permitted de facto the detention of colonial social hierarchies.

The search for a national identification during the liberal period revealed all kinds of
dilemmas over the split of personality: Two basically incompatible cultures, the European
and the Indian, lived side by side in a cultural duality. The conflict over where to place
indigenous communities in the new national society did translate to the regional conflicts

that became a fundamental part of forthcoming Mexican Revolution.

The liberal constitution of 1857 develops an inclusive and relatively unproblematic
identification between citizenship and nationality. The concept of the nation was
extended due to the faith in universal rights and equality. The nationality in Juarez’s
terms was supposed blend with citizenry. Benito Juarez was of Zapotec origin portrayed
himself as a living proof that the liberal ideals were attainable, yet the liberal “nation of
citizens” assumes equality of opportunity. The principles enshrined in the constitution of

1857 expressed Juarez in a letter from 1858:

“ Al cumplir hoy este deber, nada tiene que decir el Gobierno respecto de
sus pensamientos sobre la organizacion politica del pais, porque siendo el
mismo una emanacion de la constitucion de 1857, y considerdndose, ademas,
como el representante legitimo de los principios liberales consignados en

ella, debe comprenderse naturalmente que sus aspiraciones se dirigen a que



los ciudadanos todos, sin distincion de clases ni condiciones, disfruten de
cuantos derechos y garantias sean compatibles con el buen orden de la

sociedad a que unas y otras se hagan siempre efectivas por la Buena

administracion de justicia”*

Nationalism and the Revolution — the Constitution 1917

The Mexican Revolution (1910-1920) overthrew a 30 year dictatorship, brought a civil
war, established new governments, and changed economical systems of the country. The
Mexican Revolution was also (or because of it) an important push toward the creation of
a widespread national conciousness. This event, in fact, brought a “purpose” for the
nation in the modern age, a source of legitimacy for succesive governments, spring of

national creativity unparallelled sinece the precolombian era. Octavio Paz puts it:

“... In one sense ... the Revolution has recreated the nation. In another sense,
of equal importance, it has extended nationality to races and classes which
neither colonialism nor the 19" century were able to incorporate into our
national life. But (...) it was incapable of creating a vital order that would be
at once a world view and the basis of a really just and free society. {...) to
understand it correctly, it is necesarry to see it as a part of process that is still
going on. (...) The Revolution was going to invent a Mexico that would be

Jaithful to itself”".

The popular revolutionary leaders were enhanced on innatural level of eternal standard,
of newly defined Mexican ideals, a basis around which the national identity will be built,

Paul Kertzer sustains, that “if the past is sacred and provides the self with the sense of

12 Letter sent from Veracruz to Guillermo r. Henry in San Antonio, Texas, 3™ August 1958, in;Tamayo,
Jorge: Antologia de Benito Juarez, UNAM, Mexico, 1972, p. 81
13 paz, Octavio, Labyrinth of Solitude, Grove Press, New York, 1961, p. 25
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continuity and structure, then it follows that the past itself comes to have a certain kind of
structure, infused with sacrality”.'* The Revolution becomes a fundamental ideological
source of power, source of fascination, an event that beats time and space.

Till the Mexican Revolution the community lacked a single mainstream ideology
(either defined in religious or racial terms) that would unify the diverse layers of the
Mexican society at the time. The concept of Mexican nation thus stayed undefined, until

the stream of propaganda flooded Mexico in the aftermath of the Mexican Revolution.

The Constitution from 1917 retakes liberal features with respect to the definition of the

citizenship;

A. Mexicans by birth are:
I Thosc born in the territory of the Republic, regardless of the
nationality of their parents:

II. Those born in a foreign country of Mexican parents; of a Mexican
Jfather and a foreign mother, or of a Mexican mother and an unknown
father,

Il Those born on Mexican vessels or airships, either war or merchant
vessels.
B. Mexicans by naturalization are:
I Forcigners who obtain letters of naturalization from the Secretariat
of Foreign Relations;
11 A foreign woman who marries a Mexican man and has or establishes

her domicile within the national territory”.

" Kertzer, p. 102

15 Text translated from Constitucién Politica de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos, Trigésima Quinta Edicion,
1967, Editorial Porrua, S. A., México, D. F. Originally published by the Pan American Union, General
Secretariat, Organization of American States, Washington, D.C., 1968.

11



However, while the liberal constitution of 1857 is based on the idea of free market
forces and respect for the rights of man, the 1917 Constitution claims the state’s right to
permit and prohibit the free action of foreigners in the country and watch over the public
interest. In contrast to the liberal ideology, the revolutionary constitution clearly outlines
the inalienable possession of the nation. In contrast, the liberal constitution only sets
criteria for the “citizenship” and doesn’t explicitely define the “nation”. The Constitution
of 1917 introduces terms as “public interest” and is presented as a product of the nation’s

wishes.

“Only Mexicans by birth or naturalization and Mexican companies have the
right to acquire ownership of lands, waters, and their appurtenances, or to
obtain concessions for the exploitation of mines or of waters. The State may
grant the same right to foreigners, provided they agree before the Ministry of
Foreign Relations to consider themselves as nationals in respect to such
property, and bind themselves not to invoke the protection of their
governments in matters relating thereto; under penalty, in case of
noncompliance with this agreement, of forfeiture of the property acquired to
the Nation. Under no circumstances may foreigners acquire direct ownership
of lands or waters within a zone of one hundred kilometers along the
frontiers and of fifiy kilometers along the shores of the country. '

The Constitution states that all the land of Mexico is an inalienable possession of the
nation that can be bought and sold but can be returned to public use when so needed. The
tendency to associate the nationalism with economy also originates in the post-
revolutionary era and ever since on the nationalism is mostly expressed in economical
terms.

In the period prior to the outbreak of the Revolution, the middle class became the most
nationalistic. Diaz had created an economic situation highly favorable to foreign

investors. Many members of the middle classes began to chafe against the limitations of

18 Constitution of 1917
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these policies that were placed on their own ambitions; their desire to develop Mexico for
their own benefit contributed to the outbreak of the Revolution. The Carrancista
leadership, a virtual father of the Constitution of 1917, sprang exactly from the ranks
nationalistic middle classes. When he came to power, he put through nationalism as a

mean to support the rule derived from the Revolution (Gilly, 1994, 297).

The liberal focus on the national identity based on citizenship was not so much a
product of existing equality among citizens, but rather a mean of unification of the
divisions among elites and partly the result of the pressure of the popular groups.
Liberalism as a matter of fact preceded the full- scale nationalism.

“As soon as a central state was consolidated, citizenship went from being seen as an
urgent and supreme ideal to being a long-term goal that could be achieved only after the
enlightened, scientific state had donc its job. This perspective, in its turn, transformed by
the post-revolutionary state, which complemented it with the organization of the pueblo
into corporations were regulated and protected by state” (Lomnitz, p. 74). The
combination of national consolidation, rapid modernization, and the extension of a
degraded citizenship to the vast majority is part of the backdrop of the Mexican
revolution in 1910, The order set by the Constitution allowed Mexicans access to series
of benefits, including land and social protection against employers. The incorporation of

vast masses into the nation is, however a continuing process not completed up to this day.

The Revolutionary tradition

Nationalism and the Revolution - competing elites

The use of the Revolutionary heroes in the political propaganda served as a very smart
instrument to obtain credibility as a continuator of the revolutionary principles and
demonstrate the revolutionary character of the government. This political style implied
the promotion of nationalism by the official representatives. In the first post-

revolutionary electoral competition, there appeared concious attempts to shape image of

13



the revolutionary heroes to fit the particular factional preferences. The public images of
the four analized heroes of the revolution were in fact transformed in a sort of “jar”: the
form or formal apperance remained seemingly the same (thanks to a hard work of the the
official historians) but the content differed depending on what political actor used the jars

for its governmental fun-fest.

The post- revolutionary president’s and PRI’s use of the Revolution as a uniforming
symbol contradicted one of the most evident characteristic of the Revolution ~ the
disunity. In 1924 the revolutionaries split along the lines, leading to the wars where won
middle-class and moderate movements over more radical ones of campesinos. The
middic class struggles within the Revolution acquired rather personal character. The
major revolutionary currents became an object of “legendarization” over the time,
forming together a huge legend where each of the currents represents different aspect of
this legend, competing one between another for supremacy within the tradition. The
government emphasized respectively, depending on the current idological priorities. The
Revolution, being such a diverse subject, provided it's administrators with a wide
ideological flexibility.

This “vagueness” is its best virtue permitting those who manipulate with this symbol to
have enough space for maneuvering wherever necessary. The national revolutionary
heroes- Francisco I. Madero, Emiliano Zapata, Venustiano Carranza, and Francizco
Villa- were transformed in parts of supreme national symbols, each of them representing

different aspects of the latter.

Thomas Benjamin points out that the Mexicans since certain period started to
systematically build the myth of the Mexican Revolution ( “the Revolution” with capital
letter): “... scribblers, journalists, politicians, intellectuals, propagandists, and the other
insurgent spokesmen and women throughout the Mexico, the so called voceros de la
Revolucion, had invented and constructed Revolution with capital letter in their
pamphlets, broadsides, proclamations, histories, articles, editorials” (Benjamin, p. 13).

The voceros de la Revolucion (spokesmen of the Revolution) are those who seized the
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Revolutionary tradition and bestowed it with certain meaning. The interpretations of the
Revolutionary tradition varied in proportion to the influence of competing elites.

The creation of the PNR (National Revolutionary Party) and the consolidation of the
Mexican politics coincide with the final stage of the Mexican nationalism (the project
known as “forjando patria™)'”. The revolutionary tradition'® becomes more unified as a
result of the political unification and establishment of the one party rule. “La
Revolucidén™ became a part of master narrative— the stream of tradition” (...) that created

shaped and is the nation of Mexico™ (Benjamin, p. 14).

For Benedict Anderson a nation is an “imagined political community” (Anderson, p. 5).

According to the latter, this artificial construct is based upon three main elements:

memory, myth and history. These elements are the axis of the “invented tradition”'®,

17 These groups were: Maderistas, Magonistas, Zapatistas, Constitucionalistas, Cnvencionalistas, Villistas ‘
and Carrancistas.
' 1 «“The term ‘invented tradition’ is used in a broad, but not imprecise sense, It includes both ‘traditions’
actually invented, constructed and formally instituted and those emerging in a less traceable manner within
a brief dateable period — matter of a few years perhaps- and establishing themselves with great rapidity.
(...). It is evident that not all of them are equally permanent, but it is their appearance and establishment
rather than their chances of survival which are our primary concern”. {Hobsbawm, p. 1)
" «“Ofrezco a Uds. Queridos pueblos, cuidar de sus intereses y de sus vidas, ciando por fortuna me toque
estar en uno de ellos, para cuyo objeto me ocupen disciplina debidamente a mis soldados, y estos se
mantendran acuartelados, cuando tengamos la fortuna de tomar a fuerza alguna poblacién de la defendidas
por el Autdcrata Madero, e destructor del Plan de San Luis Potosi”. Manifesto de Emiliano Zapata dirigido
a los pueblos para sostener que no son bandidos quienes luchan por el bienestar del Pueblo, Fuentes para la
historia de la evolucién Mexicana IV, Manifiestos politicos (1892-1912), Fonde de Cultura Economica,
1957, p. 505

See; “Taking into account that the so-called Chief of the Liberating Revolution of Mexico, Dun Francisco
1. Madero, through lack of integrity and the highest weakness, did not carry to a happy end the revolution
which gloriously he initiated with the help of God and the people, since he left standing most of the
governing powers and corrupted elements of oppression of the dictatorial government of Porfirio Diaz,
which are not nor can in any way be the representation of National Sovereignty, and which, for being most
bitter adversaries of ours and of the principles which even now we defend, are provoking the discomfort of
the country and opening new wounds in the bosom of the fatherland, to give it its own blood to drink;

taking also into account that the aforementioned Sr. Francisco I. Madero, present President of the Republic,
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which is a result of “selective remembering” and “deliberate forgetting” (Anderson, pp.
203- 210). As Benjamin comments, the Revolution with capital letter was a product of

“collective memory, mythmaking, and history writing” (Benjamin, p. 19).

Maurice Halbwachs claims that social groups determine what is memorable and how it
will be remembered. The collective memory is thus a product of a highly selective

process and virtually is never a faithful retrieval of the past (Halbwachs, p. 32).

tries to avoid the fulfiliment of the promises which he made to the Nation in the Plan of San Luis Potosi,
being [sic, restricting] the ahove-cited promises to the agreements of Ciudad Judrez, by means of false
promises and numerous intrigucs against the Nation nullifying, pursuing, jailing, or killing revolutionary
elements who helped him to occupy the high post of President of the Republic;

Taking into consideration that the so-often-repeated Francisco 1. Madero has tried with the brute force of
bayonets to shut up and to drown in blood the pueblos who ask, solicit, or demand from him the fulfillment
of the promises of the revolution, calling them bandits and rebels, condemning them to a war of
extermination without conceding or granting a single one of the guarantees which reason, justice, and the
law prescribe; taking equally into consideration that the President of the Republic Francisco 1. Madero has
made of Effective Suffrage a bloody trick on the people, already against the will of the same people
imposing Attorney José M. Pino Sudez in the Vice-Presidency of the Republic, or [imposing as] Governors
of the States {men] designated by him, like the so-called General Ambrosio Figueroa, scourge and tyrant of
the people of Morelos, or entering into scandalous cooperation with the cientifico party, feudal landlords,
and oppressive bosses, enemies of the revolution proclaimed by him, so as to forge new chains and follow
the pattern of a new dictatorship more shameful and more terrible than that of Porfirio Diaz, for it has been
clear and patent that he has outraged the sovereignty of the States, trampling on the laws without any
respect for lives or interests, as has happened in the State of Morelos, and others, leading them to the most
horrendous anarchy which contemporary history registers.

For these considerations we declare the aforementioned Francisco 1. Madero inept at realizing the
promises of the revolution of which he was the author, because he has betrayed the principles with which
he tricked the will of the people and was able to get into power: incapable of governing, because he has no
respect for the law and justice of the pueblos, and a traitor to the fatherland, because he is humiliating in
blood and fire, Mexicans who want liberties, so as to please the cientificos, landlords, and bosses who
enslave us, and from today on we begin to continue the revolution begun by him, unti! we achieve the
overthrow of the dictatorial powers which exist”. In; Plan de Ayala, John Womack, Zapata and the

Mexican, Revolution, New York: Knopf, 1969, pp. 400-404,
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In nationalistic movements (...) the appeal to memory articulates the narrative of the
nationalist past, and enjoins its subject to recognize and own it. Political actors more or
less explicitly determine the representation of the past public in the public/ collective
memory. At the collective level the process of constructing reality involves selectivity
determined by those who relate the past (Eber, p.5).

The Revolution had always its official voceros and its disidennts, the Revolution is not
one single monolithically consistent narrative. Since the very days of the Mexican
Revolution there was present the tendency to sieze the Revolution by different political or
social movements for particular cnds. The Revolution produced number of
interpretations, basically reflecting distribution of power of competing elites: armed
fractions, political movements, which were often in conflict with one another.

Mexico saw several different and competing constructions of its past, distinct
revolutionary traditions within la Revolucion: “The past, as well as power, is contested in
politics, war and revolution. In the course of any struggle, the more powerful favor
certain memorics and myths over others and seek to create an official (and in aspiration
dominant national) memory in order to legitimize existing political authority” (Benjamin,
p. 20). Interpretations of history (historical traditions) are appointed as official or
dissenter, depending on the success of its spokesmen in achieving the power. Benjamin
writes: “La Revolucion” emerged as successive official memories in a process not unlike
geologic formation: an uneven sedimentation of memory, myth and history. It was named
historicized, and reified quite early on. As the post revolutionary state tried to consolidate
power and authority in the 1920s, however, the existence of different, partisan
revolutionary collective memories and myths-codified in time into competing
revolutionary traditions, each with their heroes and villains, sacred and bitter

anniversaries, myths and symbols — retarded the process” (Benjamin, pp. 20-21).

Maderismo

The first consistent interpretation of the initial period of the Mexican Revolution was

“maderismo”, invented by Madero’s followers and well disposed historians.
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Madero is rooted in the Revolutionary tradition as an initiator of the Mexican
Revolution. In the early years of the Revolution (from 1911 to 1913), the Maderistas and
other revolutionaries participated in a discourse of memory intended to help guide them
in shaping ongoing events in harmony with the slogan “Effective Suffrage and WNo
Reelection”, which meant a real vote and no Boss Rule” (Beezley in: Wolfskill, p. 3).
Benjamin writes that he Revolution “was historicized: it was portrayed as the third stage
of an ongoing revolutionary tradition that began with the Insurgency in 1810 and
continued with the Reform of the mid-to-late 1850s”. (Benjamin, p. 41)

The Revolution was placed in the existent revolutionary tradition. In this way the
Maderistas were able to call upon venerated national heroes, to justify their leadership
and policies: in effect they presented the Maderista cause as a national cause. The
principles of the maderismo, (“Effective Suffrage and No Reelection), thus had been
firmly established in the national conscience.

-The project of the Revolution organized a set of chaotic events in one single coherent
complex historical bulk. The Revolution imagined by the Maderistas, justified and
legitimized the actions of the revolutionaries and the regime. “If la Revolucion was a
force above and beyond the human production, inevitable and inexorable, it was destined
to be. Revolutionaries therefore, were on the “side of the history”, success was
guaranteed and opposition was futile” (Benjamin, p. 46). In the official revolutionary
tradition Madero acquired certain connotation, making a link between himself and other
precursors of the Revolution: The revolution initiated by Madero was threaded to the

Revolution of Miguel Hidalgo as two distinct manifestations of one common national

purpose:

“La expresion vidente de Hidalgo puede aplicarse a don Francisco
1 Madero, el indicador y apdstol de la Revolucion Mexicana, que
estallo en 1910. En otros aspectos coinciden también los caudillos de
la Independencia y de la Revolucion: ambos fueron sacrificados y

murieron como mdartires. (...) Hidalgo fue le conductor de las chusmas
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que tomaron la Bastilla Mexicana: la Alhondiga de Granaditas.
’720

Madero condujo a sus ‘libertadores’ a la rendicion en Judrez

In the official history, the Revolution was portrayed as something inevitable. The
historical personalities were glorified as forerunners or direct initiators of the Revolution
and the heroes that stood apart of the dominant national (revolutionary tradition) slowly

sink in oblivion.

“Conciudadanos: Cuando segun el Plan se San Louis Potosi de 5 de
octubre pasado, os invite a tomar armas para reconquistar nuestras
libertades y derechos politicos, todos acudisteis a mi lado en seis
meses, debido a vuestro heroico esfuerzo, hemos derrocado el régimen
dictatorial que por cerca de 35 anos oprimo nuestra Patria.

El triunfo ha sido complete y en lo sucesivo la justicia serd igual
para el rico y para el pobre, para el poderoso y para el humilde: la
libertad cobijara con sus anchos pliegues a todos los mexicanos, y
todos unidos fraternalmente, trabajaremos por el engrandecimiento de
nuestra Patria. (...)

Sufragio efectivo. No Reeleccion” (Madero, Ciudad Juarez, 26" May,
1911).%

The assassination of Madero immediately gave rise to a popular and lasting legend that
became crucial element of the Revolution. Madero apostle became a Madero Martyr.

By the end of 1913, the maderista discourse constituted only a part of the deluge of
rhetoric flooding in Mexico. Madersitas had to compete with other emerging

revolutionary traditions over the mainstream discourse of memory: “for the anarchists

 Bojorques, p. 9

'® Manifest of Francisco Madero, announcing the triumph of the Revolution, In: Fuentes para la historia de
la revolucion Mexicana IV, Manifestos politicos (1892-1912), Fondo de Cultura Economica, 1957, pp. 210,
213

"7 Decree of December 1913, In: Fuentes para la historia de la evolucién Mexicana IV, Manifiestos

politicos (1892-1912), Fondo de Cultura Economica, 1957, p. 329
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Partido Liberal Mexicano (PLM) of Ricardo Flores Magon, there had been no revolution
at all. The PLM disputed ‘the victory of the followers of the bourgeoisie’, that is:
Maderistas, Reystas, Vazquistas, cientificos, and the many others whose only object is to
put a man in the presidency” (Benjamin, p. 46).

In the 1920s after the Revolution turmoil, the historians initiated the discussion over the
position of Madero in the revolutionary tradition. Madero was still seen as a leader of the
Revolution, but was definitely reduced in political significance.

Madero’s death alone remained a monument, a symbol of the vileness of the counter-
revolutionary forces that supplanted him*,

Madero naturally comes out of process more enviably than his opponents: “At least he
appears as weal but well meaning democrat, while they (his opponents) appear as

bloodthirsty traitorous ruffians” (Joslin, p. 104).

Zapatismo

Lane Brunner writes that “nations do not have stable or natural identities. Instead
national identity is constantly negotiated through discourse. There is (...), a never ending
and politically consequential rhetorical struggle over national identity, and, because
national identities are incessantly negotiated, nation building continually requires the
services and advocates offering accounts of national characters. State representatives and
those who publicly contend with them compete for the national imagination of citizens,
particularly in times of social unrest, by appropriating available cultural materials to
create visions of public belonging” (Bruner, p. 17). The interpretation of the Mexican
Revolution varied according to goals of the politicians shaping the revolutionary
discourse. In the post- revolutionary the contubution of the “zapatismo” to the
revolutionary tradition was reduced to the agrarian agenda, serving the post-
revolutionary party principally as a point of reference to agrarian reforms of the past and

the future
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During Madero’s s rule, when reforms in the agrarian sector were not coming, many of
the Madero’s supporters grew disaffected, and new revolts broke out. The most notable
one in State of Morelos where peasant movement led by Emiliano Zapata called for the
expropriation of the Iaciendas. “The zapatistas had cooperated with the maderistas to
overthrow Diaz but repudiated Madero when he would not bring the agrarian form
immediately” (O Malley, p. 9).

Similarly as the former maderistas created their own versions of the Mexican
Revolution, the followers of Emiliano Zapata from Morelos sustained their own
interpretation of the Revolution of 1910 and claimed principles that were far beyond
Madero’s political agenda. The influence of the Zapatismo was however a product of the
mythyzation following Emiliano s death, transforming him in a cult that supported
ideologically its creators: especially the posrevolutionary presidents used the cult of
Zapata and Villa in order to be seen as the effective heirs of the revolution, representing
different aspects of it.

The Zapatistas brought their own particular vision of the Revolution that contrasted
with Maderismo (and Constitucionalismo) in its focus on the popular character of the
Revolution. The Revolution was thus defined as a popular movement, that started out in
1910, principally as movement against the dictatorship of Porfirio Diaz, which continued
in favor of the ideals of the peasant with Zapata’s 1911 Plan of Ayala (“betrayed” by
Madero), and continued against Huerta and Carranza. “Within la Revolucion was the
‘agrarian Revolution’”. (Benjamin, p. 53).

Madero, in the Zapata- shaped discourse, was thus depicted as “traitor”
or’destructor’®® of the real revolutionary principles enshrined in the Plan de Ayala,
signed on November 25, 1911. The plan spelled out a program of land distribution, made
provisions for assistence for widows and orphants of revolutionaries and recognized the
paramount right of the people to conduct their own affairs and to rule their own

communities. “In contrast to other land reform programs which obliged the peasants to to

8 Herzog Jests Silva, Breve Historia de la Revolucién Mexicana, Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, La
Habana, 1969, p. 91
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prove their right to obtain land, the Plan de Ayala obliged the hacendados to prove their
right to keep land” (O"Malley, p.43).

6°. Como parte adicional del plan que invocamos, hacemos constar: que los
terrenos, montes y aguas que hayan usurpado los hacendados, cientificos o
caciques a la sombra de la justicia venal, entrardn en posesion de esos bienes

inmuebles desde luego (...)

7% En virtud de que la inmensa mayoria de los pueblos y ciudadanos mexicanos
no son mas duefios que del terreno que pisan sin poder mejorar en nada su
condicion social ni poder dedicarse a lu industria o a la agricultura, por estar
monopolizadas en unas cuantas manos, las tierras, montes y aguas; por esta
causa, se expropiardn previa indemnizacion, de la tercera parte de esos
monopolios, a los poderosos propietarios de ellos a fin de que los pueblos y
ciudadanos de México obtengan ejidos, colonias, fundos legales para pueblos o
campos de sembradura o de labor y se mejore en todo y para todo la falta de

prosperidad y bienestar de los mexicanos.

8° Los hacendados, cientificos o caciques que se opongan directa o

.. . .y . 2
indirectamente al presente Plan, se nacionalizardn sus bienes (...) " ‘

The Revolution of the Zapatista peasants took the shape of a social revolution, while the
other revolutionary movements were mainly seen as political. “Zapata (...) put the social
reform first and political Reform second, while Madero favored the reverse of the
combination” (Brandenburg, p. 49).

The first objective of the Zapata- led struggle to recover communal lands was portrayed

as a natural continuation of the long struggle to enforce legality of the peasant’s historical

19 In order for their support, Obregén gave the zapatistas the government of Meorelos, and placed many

leading zapatistas in federal and military posts throughout Mexico,
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claim (Gilly, p. 61-63). Zapata’s motto “Land and Liberty” (Tierra y Libertad) ilustrates

the order of Zapatas political priorities:

“Hago un llamamiento a todos los pueblos de la Republica Mexicana,
sin distincion de individuos en clases y categorias, a fin de que quiten
de su mente todos los temores que la prensa aduladora y enemigos
nuestros tratan de manchar mi honradez y la de mis valientes
soldados; que temdis, todo el individuo que haya explotado,
despojando de tierras, aguas y montes en gran escala a los pueblos,
pero no de una cobardia porque no somos cobardes, pero de que todo

lo que no es suyo tendrd que devolverlo”™

Zapata’s particular vision of the revolutionary goals, were irreconcilable with the
carrancismo/ constitucionalismo. Zapata’s charge against Madero was the same to

Carranza’s. Both betrayed the Revolution.

The Revolution fought by Zapata had the strongest peasant base and the zapatista were
the most radical advocates of agrarian reform. The president Alvaro Obregén first used
deliberately the zapatism as a symbo! for his own purposes in order to gain further
credibility and to dissociate himself from Carranza.

According to O'Malley, the media discourse during the Obregén presidency tends to
depict Zapata as a “modest Indian farmer, a defender of democracy a man of a healthy
patriotism, who had fought for the future greatness of the Nation rather than for personal
aggrandizement (...). His followers, ridiculed before as highwaymen and ragtag country
bumbkins, were now described as admirably organized campesino soldiers (O"Malley, p.

45).

* Manifiesto de Carranaza San Antonio, Texas, “La Prensa”, May 18, 1920, In: Documentos Histdricos de
la Revolucion Mexicana XV (Revolucién y Régimen Constitucionalista),Vol. 6, tomo 1, Comisién de

Investigaciones Histdricas de la Revolucion Mexicana, México, 1970, p. 413



At his funeral, Zapata was depicted in terms that anticiapted the forthcoming legend.
O’Malley writes that the speakers presented Zapata as an agent of class struglle and on
the other hand appealed to the Cristian values, nationalist sentiment: “They cast him as
patient, self sacrificing Christ-like man who had lon endured physical abuse and insult to
his mainly honor before takinh up arms. The remark about Zapata’s openness to rich and
poor softcned the notion that he disliked individuals of the upper classes, while the
remarks about the foreign overseer (...) showed Zapata as a man with whom all Mexicans
(....) had something in common (O"Malley, pp. 46- 47). The propaganda needed Zapata

admirable, but still there existed certain resentment toward Zapata by the Conservatives.

Prior to Obregén’s adoption of Zapata as a national-governmenatal symbol, favorable
tales and songs, produced mainly by common people (especially in Morelos) created a
popular image if Zapata. Their ballads stressed political issues and revolutionary deeds of
the latter, above all Zapata's dedicated struggle for land reform and his break from
Carranza and Madero, who were not willing to puresue those reforms. But, as the number
of offical and middle class defenders of Zapata increased, the image of Zapata became
more and more idealized and romanticized.

The year 1931 brought the transedental culmination of the trend to honor Zapata. At
the time Congress was considering the petition to recognize Zapata as a national hero. At
the same time Congress was considering placing Carranza in the paneton of the national
heroes. According to O'Malley, “the speakers argued that such honors were appropriate
at a time when national harmony seemed to be growing stronger. (...) On August 25,
1931, the Mexican Congress voted to declare both men antional heroes and to have their
names inscribed in gold in the wall of the congressional chambers. Thus Zapata was

officially incorporated into the historiography of the Revolution.” (O’Malley, p. 59-60).

Villismo

Unlike Zapata, whose outstanding position in the Revolutionary discourse was due to

his political activity as a spokesmen of the peasants of the state of Morelos, Villa’s rise

24



from a local to a state leader of the Madero movement was during the Revolution related
almost exclusively to his military capacitites.

When Madero gained the presidency in 1910, Villa began to capture the public’s
attention as a defender of the new regime. After Madero’s assassination joined the
Constitutionalist Army as a head of the northern army (Division del Norte), becoming
popular as an incessant and succesfull Huerta beater.

Villa provides an example of a popular hero, friend of a poor and a true and able
revoluionary soldier, but very cruel and imprevisible at the same time. Villa's position in
a symbolic pantheon of the Revolution is rather unique in terms of ambivalence and
contradictory emotions about his role in the Revolution.

Moreover, Villa had the necessary background to become a legend™: great deal of his
life was surrounded in mystery, little was known about his past before he joined the
revolutionary forces?’.

With Madero, the Constitutionalists, and the Convention, Villa had been at the forefront
of the insurgent masses. After the Carrancistas gained the support of the lower classes in
1915- 1916, Villa was excluded from the dominant course of the Revolution. In the
popoular conciousness Villa remained as an invincible leader, eliciting sympathy in the

popular ballads.

%8 En una hacienda en la sierra/de México maravilla/ de un labrador de mi tierra/ naci6 el gran general
Villa/ Trabajé por mantener /a su madre y a su hermana/ y luché por obtener / de trabajador la fama./
Pero/el hijo del patrén/ con su dinero y poder / burlé a la hermana del pedn/ que al fin era una mujer/ Pero/
Pancho era muy hombre/ y en prueba de su valor/ lavd con sangre su nombre/ malhiriendo al burlador/ Alas
fuertes de Madero/ entré con brazo potente/ y aquel humilde ranchero/ fue un indomable insurgente/ Por
su/ valor sobrehumano/ y fiereza sin igual/ don Pancho le dié en Rellano/ el grado de general/ Mas sus mas/
valientes soldados/ fueron su escolta y su corte/ los indomables dorados/ de la Division del Norte/ Mas por/
una imprevisién/ o traicion de algiin canalla/ perdié la brillante accion/ del combate de Celaya

In: Lyrics of “Corrido Historia Y Muerte del Gral. Francisco Villa” by Vivo, CD The Mexican

Revolution: Corridos about the Heroes and Events 1910-1920 and Beyond!

%" The known facts are that he was raised in a poor family. It was belived that at his |7 he murdered his
sister’s rapist, a local landowner’s son. He then went into hiding, became a bandit a assumed the name

Francisco Villa, See: Torres, Elias: Historia y Hazanas de Pancho Villa, Mexico, 1975
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Corrido de Francisco Villa

Aqui estd Francisco Villa
con sus jefes y oficiales
Es el que viene a ensillar
a las mulas federales.

(..)

Ya llego su amansador,
Pancho Villa el guerrillcro,
‘pa’ sacarlos de Torredn!
y quitarles hasta el cuero!

Los ricos con su dinero
recibieron una buena,
con los soldados de Urbina
y los de Maclovio Herrera.

(...)

La justicia vencera
se arruinara la ambicion,
a castigar a toditos
Pancho Villa entré a Torreén.

Viva Villa y sus soldados!
Viva Herrera con su gente!
Ya han visto, gentes malvadas,
lo que pueden los valientes.

The carrancista leadership remained inalterably opposed to Villa, who officially became
an outlaw when constitutional government was instituted in 1917. After Obregén took the
presidency in 1920 (and after Zapata’'s assassination), the former adopted the zapatism in
his ideological horizon, eliminating thus rival alternative traditions.

Francisco Villa had not articulated any revolutionary principles, so after Villa
eventually recognized by Oregon’s government as a “revolutionary hero” in the summer
of 1920, the symbolism of the villismo never came to find its reflection in the post-

revolutionary politics. “Once the furvor over Villa's death had subsided, the government
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formally ignored him. The crucial difference between Villa and other revolutionary
martyrs is in official treatment of the revolutionaries on the governmental level. The
Cérdenas administration continued the policy of his predecessors of ignoring the
anniversary of Vila’s death, but on the other hand Cardenas’ condemnation of Villa’s
enemies was virtually a sort of rehabilitation of the neglected revolutionary hero™ (Idem,
p.103). The popularity of Francisco Villa remaincd strong especially on the popular level,

giving rise to many artistic interpretations of Villa's fascinating fortune®®.

Carrancismo/ Constitucionalismo

For the first seven years, the Mexican Revolution was in fact a civil war. The post-
maderista period revolved around the attempt to get rid Mexico of Huerta and other so
called “counterrevolutionaries”, then to decide on the content of the Revolution.
Venustiano Carranza named himself first Chief of the Constitutionalist Forces determined
to overthrow Huerta. For regional chieftains in command of military divisions enjoyed
favorite-son status — Emiliano Zapata (southern army), Alvaro Obregén (northwestern
army), and Pancho Villa (northern army). The Constitutionalist Army was a middle and
lower class army headed by middle- and lower- class generals. ' The Carrancistas were
generally more middle class and conservative, although some reformists went with
Carranza because they doubted Zapata’s or Villa's capacity to govern responsibly the
country. In 1914 this ideological shift was reflected in the battlefield, when
convencionistas (Zapatistas and Villistas) fought side by side against the
Constitutionalistas headed by Obregén.

Carrancistas were remembering and reinventing the Revolution during the period of a
great political turmoil that shaped the revolutionary discourse. The constitutionalist
movement was unified during the struggle against Huerta, but no longer than that. A

more radical part of the Carrancistas (convencionistas) who supported the agrarian

® The first film portrait of Villa: Vamos con Pancho Villa (1935). The movie is based on the novel by
Rafael M. Munoz
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reform (sought by the Zapatistas) disassociated from Carranza. This ideological shift was

simply too radical for Carranaza.

In 1920, Obregén and other military leaders denounced Carranza as a traitor to the
Revolution. Carranza fled Mexico City with his mall coterie of his remaining followers
and big part of the national treasure. In San Antonio, Carranza wrote a manifets,
denouncing the turn that the Revolution had taken and manifesting his view on his rolee

within the Revolution:

“La Revolucién de 1913 fue una inmensa protesta del pueblo mexicano
contra la usurpacion de Victoriano Huerta, tanto porque esta constituia una
restauracion del régimen dictatorial porfirista, cuanto principalmente
porque los crimenes de febrero de 1913 entrafiaban el desconocimiento del
mandatario que habia sido legitimamente electo. Al encabezar la
Revolucion de 1913 me propuse: pues, no solamente afirmar las conquistas
democrdticas alcanzadas por la Revolucion de 1910, sino también y
principalmente, establecer de una vez por todo el precedente de que ningin
gobierno que emane legitimamente de la voluntad popular, pudiera en el
Sfuturo establecerse en México (...).

En la Constitucion del 1917 (se consignaron) los ideales politicos y
sociales por los cuales habiamos venido luchando, y al mismo tiempo se
insertaron en nuestra Ley fundamental todas aquellas bases del gobierno
que pudieran conducir al fortalecimiento de la autoridad presidencial,

()

Cuando en 1917 me vi en el caso de aceptarme postulacion para Presidente
de la Republica, lo hice asi porque considere que de ese modo contribuiria
a la consolidacion de la obra revolucionaria y porque ademds, en aquellos
momentos el Partido Constitucionalista amenazaba dividirse en dos bandos

militares cuya pugna habria sido de graves consecuencias para la
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Revolucion misma y para nuestro pais, que se encontraba a la calazén

3

envuelto en serias dificultades internacionales y econémicas.’

The constitutionalists tended to view their movement as the continuation of the
Revolution 1910. However, Carranza and his followers tended to see the Revolution of
1910 as a mere political revolution “that was fatally compromised from the beginning by
the Treaty of Ciudad Juarez” (Benjamin, p. 51).

“Carrancista discourse of memory adopted the invented revolution of the Maderistas
and modified certain aspects of it. Once the question of who should head the
revolutionary Family was answered in favor of Carranza, there remained the formidable
problem of keeping the Family intact and supported by the nation at large. The central
problem was the specific content of a new and, as the delegates soon indicated, a -
revolutionary constitution. Beginning with the Mexican Liberal Party plan of 1906, a
voluminous amount of literature had poured forth on “revolutionary” reorganization of
the Mexican society. Madero, Zapata, Villa and Carranza emphasized other points.
Carranza himself and his closest followers favored a moderate approeach in accord with
the Constitution of 1857. Thus was completed the triangle of the three events, that were
allegedly related: The carrancista discourse made link between insurgency of Hidalgo
and Morelos - Mexican Revolution — Constitution of 1857 and its ideological father
Benito Juarez.

In sum, the key principles of the Revolution, according to Carranza, were enshrined in
the articles 3 and 130 on religion and education, and in articles 27 and 123 on ownership

of natural resources, agrarian reform, and labor rights.

After the assassination of Carranza, Obregénist discourses started to impere and

suppress all others.

PDocumentos Histéricos de la Revolucion Mexicana XVIII (Revolucién y Régimen Constitucionalista),

Vol. 6, tomo 1, Comision de Investigaciones Histéricas de la Revolucion Mexicana, México, 1970, p. 579
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Carranza, unlike Madero or Zapata, was not transformed in a symbol of a martyr, rather
his apologists tricd to create an image based on a model of a patriarchal manhood and the
father figure.

The funeral of Carranza lacked any official homenage by the governmental authorities.

An article from the then contemporary press illustrates the athmosphere:

“Nos dicen que a los retos del Presidente de la Republica no les seran
tributados esa clase de honores, ni se velaran en el palacio nacional, en virtud
de que la Revolucion triunfante lo derroco. El Plan de Agua Prieta desconocio
como Presidente al sefior Carranza, y por lo mismo, no es posible el postumo
Feconocimichlo.

En lo personal, los miembros del Gobierno de facto y los jefes militares,
quedaran en libertad de otorgar honores y concurrir a los funerales del

+ s * 3 0
extinto, pero no con cardcter oficial.

Carranza, the most conservative revolutionary leader, finally achieved recognition his
devotees had long awaited, during the administration of the most progressive post
revolutionary president, Lazaro Cérdenas. The symbolical vindication of the Carranza’s
revolutionary legacy was a result of Cardenas’s effort to break with the strong political
influence of the “Jefe Maximo” (Elias Calles). Carranzas’ image was thus redefined in
more favorable terms, never fully accomplishing the symbolical strenght of Villas,
Zapata’s or Madero’s. (O’Malley, pp. 82-84).

%% El Universal, May 25, In: Documentos Histéricos de la Revolucién Mexicana XVIII (Revolucién y
Régimen Constitucionalista),Vol. 6, tomo 1, Comision de Investigaciones Historicas de la Revolucién

Mexicana, México, 1970, p. 444
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Post- revolutionary nationalism

Alvaro Obregon

“El triunfo del Partido Liberal, significara el afinanziamineto de los
principios avanzados proclamados por la revolucion y que tienen que regir al
mundo, cuyas tendencias no podrdn ser contenidas por el que dique que los
intereses materiales pretenden proponerles.

Todos, pues, todos debemos actuar. No debemos contribuir con nuestra
criminal indiferencia a un desastre nacional. Todos debemos actuar, lo repito
(...). Yo no exijo que todos aplaudan y se adhieran a este manifiesto: no,
sefiores, tengo un espiritu ampliamente liberal para qucrer que todos piensen
lo mismo. Lo que yo ya encarczco es que nadie se muestre indiferente y que

desde que se lean este manifiesto entren en accién.”’

Obregon’s manifest whre he is declaring himself a candidate for the presidency in
1919 is interesting for two reasons: 1) It’s the first time a Mexican political party uses the
Revolution as a tool in the political process, claiming that the true revolutionary
principles will be attained via the ruling party, 2) At the same time democratic elections
take place. The ruling party will employ both strategies to gain legitimacy. This system
will work in Mexico for most of the 20" century. When the leftist faction within the party
evaluates both principles by the as abandoned by the ruling party, the dissident movement

(FDN) emerges and another chapter of the Revolutionary tradition starts.

Post- revolutionary Mexico had to deal with the political and cultural divisions. On one
hand, the Mexicans were divided in the lines of the revolutionary ideologies, on the other;

it was just after the Revolution that the modern Mexican nation is being sistematically

*!“ Manifesto a la Republica lanzado por el C. Alvaro Obregén, - Junio, 1919, In: Documentos Histéricos
de la Revolucion Mexicana XVIII (Revolucién y Régimen Constitucionalista),Vol. 6, tomo I, Comision de

Investigaciones Historicas de la Revolucién Mexicana, México, 1970, p. 278
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created. The Constitution of 1917 virtually promotes the incorporation of excluded
masses in the political process, distributing more equally the economical benefits. As a
result of the political incorporation of the excluded sectors, Mexican nation is being
redefined (or let’s rather say “finally defines™) with a little help of the revolutionary
tradition.

As the principles of the Mexican Revolution were theoretical for the most part, it was
necessary for the government to kick-start a huge state- run propaganda, that would
create a unified (or at least coherent) “story”, “narration” about the Mexican nation,
explaining the history and the evolution of the nation. This propaganda was closely tied
to the government, and the governing party was the supreme and singular promoter of the
nationalistic ideology. The tie between the Party and the nation became so tight ever
since, that the party was systematically building the image, the Party and the Nation are
one.

The incorporation of vast masses in the nation was a political necessity for Obregon. It
was the first time the pauperized classes found themselves in a focus of the political
propaganda and target sector of a political campaign. When Obregén became a president
in 1920 he publicly identified his administration with the lower classes, presenting
himself as the champion of the campesinos. There was paradoxically no contardition in
this discourse, though Obregén being conservative, fought hard during the Revolution,
and finally defeated the campesino leaders. Thus Obregdn set another precedent, using
the past pragmatically as a political symbol, no matter the real contradictions and
historical inaccuracy of that propaganda.

Obregon, after winning the presidency, presented himself as a unificator of the nation
(this role will later retake the PNR). An invitation card for a meeting with the president
from 1920 from Moneterrey, Nuevo Leon, well ilustrates Obregdn’s image as a sort of

natural head that fatherly embraces different currents in the nation:

“! Ya es hora!
(...) Presidente de la Republica, cuyo talento, abnegacion y patriotismo
habran de ser prenda segura que responda de la salvacion de nuestra

nacionalidad gravemente amenazada.
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Hace ya tiempo. Desde un rincon de Sonora, comenzé a destacarse la
vigorosa personalidad de un gran patriota, ALVARO OBREGON, que en estos
momentos recorre al pals entre vitores y aplausos delirantes de multitudes.
Los habitantes de la ciudad, del valle y de la montaiia se congregan a su paso.
Su figura que sintetiza las aspiraciones de la inmensa mayoria d la nacion
mexicana, se agiganta a cada instante acreceniudo por el entusiasmo popular.
Su solo nombre es verdaderamente, irrecusablemente, un simbolo de Paz, de
Progreso y de Justicia para todos. Os invitamos, conciudadanos, sin distincion
de clases sociales que celebramos el domingo préximo (..) en el Tealro de

32
Independencia.

In the 1920s and 1930s the Mexican government ostensibly showed its “revolutionary”
image. Indeed, most of the members of the governmental leadership participated in
Madero’s revolution against the dictator Diaz and against Huerta. The revolutionary
ideology, however, was still highly incoherent at the time. Obregon’s administration thus
tried to put itself in front of all the existing revolutionary tradition and push through its
own version. In the early 1920s most of the post-revolutionary political movements
praised revolutionary values, but often differed in selection and interpretations of those
values. The revolutionary factions ranged from elites to lower classes, from right to left.
The symbolism of the Revolution began to unify diverse political and national currents
and put them under the umbrella of the “Revolutionary Family” (a term popularized by
Obregdn). Obregdn’s contribution to the creation of the tradition of the Revolution was
enforcement of a single revolutionary tradition, elimination of the alternatives.

Obregén’s administration needed to include both right and left and maintain the
legitimacy of the government at the same time. The “revolutionary” posture was the right
strategy for this task. It was Obregdn who initiated the standard that PRI followed
throughout its rule, the practice of championing the popular classes and the Revolution,
neglecting the revolutionary compromises at the same time. This way the Revolution was
shifted to a clearly rhetorical level, reducing it in a powerful and flexible tool in the

political process.

2 Organizational Cometee, Monterrey, January 26, Monterrey, N. L., In: Idem, p. 373- 374
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The lack of clarity in defining the term Revolution or revolutionary tradition was as
blurred as the image of the national revolutionary heroes®. This confusion helped the
government to maintain the contradiction between its image and its practices. As the
government temporarily sympathized with the bolshevik revolution of the 1917, the
Mexican revolution started to be described even in marxist terms. The content of the
revolutionary tradition depended on the ideological shifts of the governing elite. The
government usurped the lexicon of the Revolution, made itself a single speaker of the
Revolution, the actor that continually defines a redefines the meaning of this fundamental
big-bang of the Mexican history and a cornerstone of Mexican nationalism.

Because the public also did not accord in a single definition of the Revolution (it was a
task of the historians to come) and the government’s tendency to repress the oposition
since the early posrevolutionary years, the government had the capacity to set definitions
and political terminology. In this situation (government defines what is revolutionary),
the government’s action are necessarily revolutionary too. In contrast, the opposition is
marked as counterrevolutonary. The vicious circle locks.

Nevertheless, there still was present a general consent, a notion about the key principles
of the revolution. Once the party departs too far and willfully pushes through new
meanings of the Revolution, dissatisfied voices rise. This is what later happens in 1968

and in 1988 within the PRI

The political consolidation of Mexico in the post-revolutionary years was followed by
the national homogenization initiated from above. The nationalistic ideology could take
place only after a centralist and stable state established. Meyer writes that “more
important than the creation of the pantheon of heroes, the base of power in the country
had shifted into new hands and Mexico was on a threshold of better times. The violence

was not yet completely spent, but the struggles in the post 1920 period were less chaotic

¥ See:” Obregén’ s definitions of the Revolution, which he pronounced on various occasions during his
fifteen years of prominence, were so diverse as to be almost meaningless; but his actions as president
indicate clearly what he believed the revolution’ s goal to be. It was modernization, and by this Obregdn

meant Mexico’ s entry in the Western world of his day.” (Bailey, In; Wolfskili, p. 95)
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(...)” (Meyer, In; Wolfskill, p. 16). Obregdn made possible consolidation of the political
and social system that prevailed in Mexico till the rest of the century. (Bailey, In;
Wolfskill, p. 82). “He (Calles) divided Mexicans in two parties, “conservative” and
“liberal”. He offered himself as the candidate of the latter, which he defined to include
workers, middle class, and, in fact, everyone who contributed to the nation’s material

advancement. (Idem, p. 85).

Rise of the nationalism

The newly born regime detrmined the way the nation was being defined. The new
national self-esteem could not and was not based exclusively on “anti- Yankee”
sentiments (which were usually expressed in economical terms), neither on a powerful
tradition of the Mexican Revolution. The Mexican nationalism that started to acquire
form in the 1920s seeks to integrate the Revolutionary tradition in a redefined network of
existing historical traditions. This implied the reinterpretation of the Mexican past,
reevaluation of the indigenous part of the Mexican heritage and, as a result, reassessment
of the part of Indian culture in newly defined “Mexicaness” and creation of a national
archetype: mestizo as a heir of both, Indian and Creole tradition. The mestizo was
depicted as a key actor and vehicle of the real Mexican cultural and racial features. While
the object of reevaluation of the Indian side was limited almost exclusively to significant
pre-Columbian civilizations in order to prove the antiquity of the Mexican culture, the
mestizo began to be depicted as a norm a standard in reference to the Mexican people.

Artist and scholars rushed to explore the archeological wonders of the pre-Colombian
civilizations, to praise, applaud and revive the esthetics of the historical artifacts; nation-
conscious revivalists were funding museums, to express the identification with the Indian
past.

Zapata was glorified, and established himself in the popular consciousness as a typical

Mexican for his “typically”** Mexican traits and tastes (Idem, pp.118, 119).

*Even the recent film “E] Sueno del Heroe (released in 2004), portrays Zapata in a way faithful to the

legendary stereotype set in 1920s.



Since 1921 the government officially headed the nationalistic movement and promoted
the pride of being Mexican as a part of the artistic national campaign. The government
sponsored ceremonies commemorating the revolutionary heroes and invited the involved
artist to participate in the construction of the official interpretation of the Mexican past.
In 1924 the government commissioned radical artist Diego Rivera to adorn public
buildings with his murals, which depicted glorified native civilization and tarred on the
Spaniards as a metaphoric refusal of the foreign intrusion and autonomy of the Mexican
nation. O" Malley puts it: “the murals were a primary language conveying a revolutionary
vision of society. Yet as a part of the metalanguage of the myth of the Revolution, they
buoyed up the image of the new government as nonracist, egalitarian, and tolerant of
communist views, when in practice was not. Domestically, Rivera’s murals made
excellent “revolutionary” propaganda for the government. Many of Rivera’s political
cohorts objected to his working with the government, and the dissention within the
radical opposition may have been a side benefit for employing Rivera” (Idem, p. 123).
Rivera did not paint the Revolution as it was, but as it should be. This was a parallel to
the discoursive use of the Revolution on the governmental level. The Revolutionary
principles were praised, but mostly remained unfulfilled.

Another way to promote Mexican nationalism was through education projects®. The
government manipulated nationalist sentiment to increase its own strength and win
support for its policies. The educational and artistic “revolution” was part of the project
of the formation of the advanced ideology, which designated to the government a leading
role in promotion of the “key principles of the Revolution”.

The revolutionary myth reinforced the equation between the Revolution and the
government that represented the nation. In brief, the wave of nationalism of the 1920s
helped create the myth of the Revolution. Propaganda further strengthened the myth,
awakening the political consciousness, including the popular sectors in the political

process.

3 (for example the famous Domingos Culturales)
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Elias Calles and the one party rule

“Conciente el Ejecutivo de las dificultades y de las complicaciones de todo
orden que tendria que traer al gobicrao una politica orientada en el sentido de
fijar de una vez bases sélidas del nacionalismo, en las que pudiera sentarse
una firme prosperidad nacional definida, inmediata y lejana, y sin desconocer
que la obra actual del gobierno se habria simplificado al extremo (...) y sin
ningun riesgo para la administracion, con solo dedicarnos a resolver
problemus del instante (....) ha logrado en gran parte formar y perfeccionar
legalmente todo el sistema de reformas de justa y avanzada tendencia social y
de fuerte sabor nacionalista han de ser en el futuro fuentes dc tranquilidad

general organica (...) para defensa de justos derechos del nacionalismo n36

Calles inherited from his Sonoran compatriot’’ a running proces of a nationalistic
propaganda massage that cleared the ground for the institutionalization of the Revolution,
institutionalization of the nationalism.

Benjamin sustains, that Calles was more devoted to the legacy of the Revolution
because he, unlike Obregon, was not himself a living embodiment of the Revolution, nor
disposed of Obregdn’s charisma. “To a digree far greater than Obregon, Calles needed to
justify his authority, and he sought that justification in la Revolucion. As a result, Calles
made several important lasting contributions to the official memory of la Revolucion.”
(Benjamin, p. 73).

Principally, Calles headed the second post revolutionary government, the first one not
emanated directly from the Revolution. Calles thus dedicated more intensively to the
creation of the cult of the Revolution in order to gain legitimacy as a continuator of the

authoritative revolutionary tradition.

* Mensaje del senor presidente al pueblo mexicano con motivo del ano 1926, In: Calles, Plutarco Elias,
Declaraciones y discursos politicos, ediciones del centro de documentacion politica, Mexico, 1979, p. 157

7 Alvaro Obregon along with Elias Calles is usually denominated as a “Sonora dynasty”.
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Unlike his predecessor, Calles was not so selective and gave certain recognition to all
four assassinated revolutionary herocs. While Obregén tended to endorse support to the
ideological legacy of Maderismo and later to Zapatismo and manifested hostility toward
Carrancismo (though was virtually much closer ideological ally, but simply could not
serve as a tool to win support of different sectors of the society), Calles did sistematically
seek unity. After 1929, when the campaign to unite revolutionary forces under the
umbrella of the PNR took place, the president inclined toward “homogenization” of the
official revolutionary heroes, who contributed to the image of the unified Revolution.
“Propagandists diverted attention from the faccional differences among the heroes and
toward their supposed personal characteristics. Because a major goal of propaganda about
Madero, Zapata and Carranza was to make them national heroes, propagandists attributed
traditional heroic characteristics to them: courage strenght, intergrity, perseverance,
manliness. To those qualities they added the nationalistic virtues of the Mexicanness and

dedication to the Mexica people™ (O 'Malley, pp. 126~ 127). Calles describes:

“(...) pudo verse desde el principio de la campaiia en favor de mi
candidatura (que mas que un movimiento politico encerraba un movimiento
social), que los revolucionarios de todos los matices se agruparon como un
solo hombre en torno de la candidatura radical que yo represento y supieron

distinguirla (...) »38

The Revolution became, however, an object of squabling between Obregdén and Calles
during the second presidential candidacy of the former: Obregén celebrated
independently from the Government the anniversary of Zapata’s death. While Obregon
celebrated unprecedently in Mexico City, Calles remained faithful to the custom of
celebration in Morelos.

In order to keep the “Revolutionary Family” together, Calles in 1928 declared the end

of a personalist rule in favor of a nation of institution and laws.

i P politica social. Manifesto a la Nacion, Idem, p. 30
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“(...) los peligros tan francamente sefialados por mi en este discurso, peligros
que corre la Revolucion y que corre la patria misma, si alguien se aparta de la
linea del deber en estos momentos tan angustiosos para México, haran, mas
que nunca, inexcusable y criminal la conducta antipatriética de quien
pretenda por otfros medios que los que la Constitucion sefiala, conquistar el

poder »39

This speech gave Elias Calles in the “State of Union” in 1928 in front of the Congress.
Calles adhered to the law and Constitution, preparing terrain for the creation of one party
through which multiple movements’” interests would be channeled. In the same speech
Calles envisioned the single candidacy of one representant of the party that would be
emanated from the Revolution, and claimed the party was the singular vehicle of the
revolutionary ideals not sharing the symbol with all the Mexican folks. Calles virtually

outlined a system that proved to be very efficient under the PR1’s rule:

“Si la familia revolucionaria, con la vista solo fija en los principios y con
notable abstraccién de los hombres, logra unirse para la deligacion de su
candidato, como debe hacerlo si quiere su salvacion y la del pais, podra ir, sin
temor, a la lucha mas honrada con los grupos conservadores antagénicos
para la disputa del triunfo en un terreno netamente democrdtico, y una vez
hecha la eleccion y cualquier que sea su resultado, si se procede de este modo,
todos revolucionarios y contrarios politicos, indudablemente apoyaremos al
legitimamente electo ddindole con nuestro apoyo material y moral mayor
sentido de su responsabilidad (..) a fin de que se puedan resolverse o
terminarse satisfactoriamente con la mayor eficacia y patriotismo los
problemas tan trascendentales que esta administracion (..) apenas deja

planteados

Informe de Gobierno del 1 de Septiembre de 1928%, In: Idem, pp. 178- 179
“® tdem, pp. 176- 177
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In 1929 Calles initiates a creation of National Revolutionary Party (PNR) as mean to
reduce the deadly factionism that divided the “Revolutionary Family”. The authoritative
political “jefe” almost “patronaged” the PNR, it means the party fell under his controle.
Yet, in the long run, the foundation of the dominant party marked a turning point in
Mexican politics towards the triumph of the institutional over personal power.

The formation of a direct bond between the ordinary revolutionaries and the president
was also a mean to bypass the military caudillos, incorporating them in the party.
Brandenburg writes that “Calles’original conception of the PNR as an aggregation of the
interests of the generals, state political “parties”, and regional coalitions, empowered to
articulate uniform political policy for the nation as a whole, underwent two
modifications: 1) The programs that the PNR announced were simply never transaled into
action, for Calles had becomc more conservative than the hard core of the “Revolutionary
Family” and, 2) the party’s organizational shifted to emphasize individual membership,
in order to reduce the autonomy of state groupings” (Brandenburgh, p. 65).

The system established by Calles became glorified as another stage of the Revolution.
In the PRI’s official statement from 1971 about the history of the PRI, the first part of the
document narrates the emergence of the PNR, refering to the Calles” “Statc of Union”

speech cited above.

“El ultimo informe del gobierno de Plutarco Elias Calles- Septiembre de
1928- es un documento clave en la historia moderna de México. Dejar atrds
los dias del caudillaje: hacer ingresar al pais en una era en la que las
instituciones y las leyes presidieran su vida y su destino. Esta es la gran
herencia callista: la wunidad politica e ideologica de las fuerzas
revolucionarias.

El PNR: Eran los dias en que Plutarco Elias Calles y otros distinguidos
revolucionarios invitaban a todos los hombres y agrupaciones progresistas del

pais a unificarse en el Partido Nacional Revolucionario. EI PNR nacia para
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ensamblar a todos los organismos e revolucionarios (..), para sostener

politicamente a los futuros gobiernos de la Revolucion (...)""

Calles laid the foundations for the institutionalization of the Revolution, started up a
system that made the Revolution a recurrent principle over which the government policy
is judged by the public discourse, which, in return, the government deliberately promoted
and sustained. Calles was (as we can see in the sample) positively evaluated by the
official opinion leaders, exactly as a founder of the lasting regime. Ever since the Party
(PNR, later PRM and PRI) is in power, the officials manifest the equation between the

government (the Party) — the Revolution — the nation.

Revolution institutionalized

Tata Cardenas- the Revolution comes frue

Cardenas described his presidential term in his Apuntes® as a peak of the revolutionary

process:

“Todavia durante los diez afios siguientes a 1929, México vivié nuevas
convulsiones internas que causaron serios trastornos al pais. Y fue después
de un periodo de 30 anos de iniciada la Revolucion, que se establecio la
paz.

Treinta anos, 1910- 1940, en que cada administracion del régimen
revolucionario no ha dejado de avanzar socialmente, unas veces con mayor
o menor intensidad, pero siempre adelantando. Y es que la Revolucidén ha

hecho conciencia de su contenido social en las nuevas generaciones, que

4 10 Documentos Fundamentales, Asamblea Nacional Ordianria, Comision Nacional editorial, Mexico

1972, pp. 3-4
2 Cardenas, Lazaro: Obras: Apuntes 1957- 1966, UNAM, México
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entienden lo que es el pais y lo que cada ciudadano debe hacer por el

progreso de su patria”*

During his presidency, Lazaro Cardenas (1934- 1940) acted in the name of inherited
principles of the Revolution, defining the Revolution in socialist terms and stressing
those parts of the revolutionary legacy that were consistent with his leftist vision of
society. Cardenas’ major achievement is not only the very fact he managed to turn his
projects in reality, but also, that he managed to persuade then present and future
generations of Mexicans that those projects were truly revolutionary. Cardenas became
more popular after his presidency and entered the popular consciousness as a legendary

hero, which, as a matter of fact later fueled the campaign of his son Cuauhtémoc in 1989.

Calles appointed Cérdenas as another puppet president™, which would represent the
social reformists of the “Revolutionary Family”, expecting that newly elected president
would introduce changes gradually and Calles would be around to supervise things and
keep radicalism in bounds (Brandenburg, p. 76, Brown, In; Wolfskill, pp. 102- 104).
Cardenas broke with the Maximato® and sent Calles into the exile in the United States.
Brandenburg writes that, “if Cardenas himself was to rule, then he and he alone had to
correct things. To achieve this, however, he had to become head of the revolutionary
Family as well as president of Mexico. This meant relegating Calles to political
oblivion.” (Brandenburg, p. 78). The breaking from the tight hold of Calles, Cardenas

freed himself to pursue his own vision of the Revolution.

“ Idem, p. 165
44 After his his term, Calles effectively controlled the government until 1934, with many regarding Emilio

Portes Gil, Pascual Ortiz Rubio and Abelardo Rodriguez as his puppets. Officially, after 1929 Calles served
as Minister of War, as he continued to suppress the rebellion of the Cristero War. In 1934, Calles selected
his old wartime subordinate Lazaro Cardenas as presidential candidate, on the false assumption he could
control Cardenas as he had controlled his predecessors

* Informal influence of the “Jefe Maximo™ over the successive presidents between 1929- 1934,
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Cardenas quickly solidified his close relationship with the lower classes and translated
the policy and practice he began as a governor of Michoacén on the national level-
reflecting the demands of the labor workers, rural peasants and transforming those in the
“revolutionary goal” (Wesson, pp. 22-23), which he put as fulfilling of the aims of the
Revolution.

In December 1933, the PNR delegates approved a party platform and the Six Year Plan
to provide the legal frame that would dissolve the legal difficulties that had prevented
many villagers to from obtaining lands, and thus prepared a legal frame for the later land
redistribution. In his presidential campaign, Cardenas emphasized that the principal need
for Mexico, was for agrarian reform that would break up large landholdings and promote
the organization of ¢jidos, insisting that this task should be done before al others (Brown,
In: Wolfskill, pp. 106-107).

The six presidents prior to Cardenas had redistributed some 26 million acres of land,
but Cardens’ administration surpassed twofold the amount distributed up to 1934,
granting new land titles for over 29 million acres. Land Reform was unprecedented not
only in scale but was also qualitatively distinct from previous land reforms: Cérdenas was
the first president to change the basic patterns of landownership in many regions of
Mexico, substituting the existing landowning system of hacienda by the ejido™ system.
By 1940 about one third of the Mexican population had received land under agrarian
reform and a big part of the arable land was redistributed.

The meet with the popular demand for land was presented as a continuation of the
Revolution, which, as a result, brought more credibility to Céardenas’ and his
government’s “revolutionary” character. Retrospectively, in 1959, Cardenas explained

the agrarian reform this way:

“El régimen de la Revolucion inicié en sus primeros anos la Reforma
Agraria, sin eliminar el latifundio. Ello causé la rebelion de los
campesinos de distintas partes del pais, bajo la Bandera de Tierra y
Libertad, enarbolada por el caudillo Emilio Zapata, genuino campesino

del Estado de Morelos, asesinado el caudillo de la Revolucién Agraria,

““The “ejido” was communal land holding project enforced by Lazaro Cardenas since the mid 1930s
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siguié registrandose la inquietud en el campo con luchas violentas y
derramamientos de sangre, hasta que el propio régimen de la Revolucion
se intensifico el reaparto agrario y armo a los campesinos, creando con
ellos las defensas rurales como cuerpos organizados, acabando asi la

enconada lucha que venia manteniéndose en varias regiones del pais™?’

The agrarian reform is thus portrayed as an accomplishment of a process that started
during the Revolution and emerged as its key constitutional element. Cardenas himself
could have been seen as a politician that had the capacity, formation and credibility to
achieve the revolutionary goals, since he fought under Zapata, Villa, Carranza, Obregon
and Calles.

Cérdenas thus drew his authority from the fact that he manufactured a credible link
between himself, his policy and the Revolutionary goals. The Government manifested the
official interpretation of the Revolution in the propaganda. While the official discourse
had little reason to revive the legacy of for example Carranza, the glorification of the
campesino hero Zapata coincided with the promotion of the agrarian reform. O Malley
comments: “As Mexican politics became more institutionalized, Zapata also became an
increasingly “institutional hero”, with ever greater state rituals conducted his honor. (...)
The especially elaborate commemoration in 1934 of Zapata’s death reflected the revival
of agrarianism and anticipated the political shift that Cardenas would bring to the
government when he assumed the presidency” (O’Malley, p. 63).

Cérdenas became an object of admiration and glorification after enforcing the
redistribution of land, which qualificd him to join the pantheon of the Revolutionary
heroes.

Nevertheless, even in the 1930s some outstanding brains were able to formulate clearly
and precisely what was the purpose of Cardenas” revolutionary discourse. The
commentary of a lawyer and politician Luis Cabrera in his book “Veinte Anos Después”,
where reflects the use of the “revolutionary ideology” by l.azaro Cardenas and his allies

gives a clue:

7 idem, p. 104
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“Y se me ataco oficialmente llamandome otra vez ‘transfuga de la
Revolucion” y “traidor a la Revolucion”, porque- se razona-, puesto que
entre los ideales de la Revolucion esta (ahora) el de socializar la propiedad
privada, todo el que se oponga a este ideal es enemigo de “la revolucion”, y si
este enemigo fue en un tiempo uno de los precursores de “la Revolucion”

. . o
entonces es un traidor y un transfuga de la “revolucion”.”

Though Cabrera himself was a supporter to the Agrarian reform, he had the capacity to
identify the use of “revolutionary” ideology by Cardenas to back his political projects.
Paradoxically, despite this analytical sagacity, Cabrera uses the revolutionary dichotomy
as well - Diaz (negative) versus Revolution (positive)- in order to discredit some of the

Cardenas’ policies:

“Los procedimientos Porfirianos.

En el logro de sus fines politicos el General Cardenas ha utilizado diversas
armas, de las cuales unas fueron empleadas por el General Diaz y ntras
desconocidas para el politico tuxtepecano.

()
Como revolucionario

Don Porfirio paso de revolucionario a gobernante, es decir de caudillo a
administrador. Pero para eso tuvo que olvidar las promesas en que se
apoyaban sus propias revoluciones. (...)

El General Cardenas, que despues de ser Presidente seguia haciendo su
propaganda, cree que la revolucion debe continuar, cuando menos como un
medio de no debilitarse politicamente. Para el la revolucion es indivisible y
continua. Y de esta manera no corre riesgo que se le llame, como al General

Diaz, traidor a su revolucion, puesto que en vez de convertirse en

8 Cabrera, Luis: Veinte Anos Después, La Casa Botas, 1937, p. 15
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administrador y “conservador” de lo que existe, sigue siendo destructor de lo

. I3 * 4 * 49
que queda, y por consiguiente revolucionario.”

The Revolution was a broadly accepted discourse to legitimize or delegitimize a
particular policy and virtually became a criterion to measure the credibility of presidents.

During Cardenas’ presidential term the Revolution became a systematically glorified
event. The Revolution gave the Mexican a sense of uniqueness, so needed for the
nationalism. Cardenas’ term thus can be considered a final stage of the “nation- making”.

On one hand the Revolution came to be a symbol full of national connotations, on the
other had universal character (could serve as a guide to achieve liberty to the folks of all
the world). Cardenas’ close ally Lombardo Toledano conceived even the struggle against

fascist forces as a part of the Revolution:

“Luchar por la Revolucion Mexicana, en consecuencia, es luchar por lu
democracia mundial: es luchar contra el fascismo. luchar contra el fascismo
es luchar por la Revolucién Mexicana y por las libertades del hombre, por la
civilizacion y por la cultura. Luchemos pues, pero luchemos con éxito.
Organicemos al pueblo contra la reaccion y fascismo: mientras la parte vital
del pueblo de Mexico este unida, como hoy, y este dispuesta a luchar por el
mantenimiento de la Constitucion que nos rige y por el cumplimiento de los
postulados de la Revolucion, no solo sera posible su progreso material y
moral, sino contribuira en forma importante a la liberacion de otros

pueblos™’

Other accomplishment of Cardenas’ was the enforcement of the nationalization of the

key national industries, carrying into effect the article 27 of the 1917 Constitution: The

* Idem, pp. 210, 214- 215
%% Lombardo Toledano, Cronica periodistica de los discursos. Plaza de Constitucion. 20 de Noviembre de
1937, In: Discursos sobre 1a Revolucion Mexicana, testimonios del 20 de Noviembrem, PRI, Mexico, 1987,

p. 197
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president enacted the 1936 Expropriation Law that would nationalize private properties
for causes of public utility. In the 1937 he acquired the minority foreign interests in the
National Railways of Mexico, and in 1938 Cardenas nationalized the foreign- owned oil
companies. The petroleeum expropriation is considered the peak of the Mexican
economic nationalism. This act tied a commitment to labor rights with the nationalization
of an important natural source. On March 18, 1938, Cardenas signed the cxpropriation
decree nationalizing the Mexican property of seventcen foreign oil companies, and the
negotiation of the compensation for instance wit the U. S. companies were not settled to
the Cardenas” successor scxennial (Wesson, 22-23, Woolsey, pp. 519- 526). In November

1938 the president gave a comment:

“Tenemos reconocido publicamente que los recursos y la prosperidad de
un pais, cualquiera que sea, pertenecen fundamentalmnete a sus

ciudadanos ™’

Cardenas” decree represented “a transcendental assertion of Mexican nationalism:
Cérdenas has stood up against the giants of “international piracy” and won” (Brandeburg,
p. 99). The day of the nationalization of the Mexican oil, was later celebrated as a
national holiday. The national oil monopoly PEMEX became itself a sort of untouchable
embodiment of the Mexican economical nationalism: When the liberal presidents (Lopez
Portillo, Miguel de la Madrid and Carlos Salinas de Gortari) sought to privatize the
company, they the leftist opposition within and outside the PRI described their policy as
counterrevolutionary in other words unpatriotic, heretic and somewhat less-Mexican.
This perception is present throughout the political campaigns of PRD leaders,
Cuauhtémoc Cardenas and his successor Andres Manuel Lopez Obrador. Both have
frequently vindicated Lazaro Cérdenas’ precedent. In their conception of history, the

expropriation of oil is one of the milestones of the Mexican nationalism with equal value

3 Speech pronounced on 20th November 1938 in Palacio Nacional, In; Discursos sobre la Revolucion

Mexicana, testimonios del 20 de Noviembrem, PRI, Mexico, 1987, p. 215
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as for example Hidalgo’s insurrection, Juarez’s reforms or the promulgation of the
Mexican Constitution.

This exclusive position of the Oil Expropriation Act of 1938 was conditioned by the
successful incorporation of this political deed in the existing revolutionary tradition.
Cérdenas systematically helped to build this myth. For the Mexicans this notion was
acceptable, since the act wus, according to Cardenas and his Party, another advancement

of the Mexican Revolution. This logic reproduces his partyman Jose Munoz Cota:

“¢Han terminado los objetivos de la Revolucion? ;Ha terminado su mision?
¢ Pueden sentirse los revolucionariosmexicanos plenamente satisfechos? Ya
deciamos al principio que la Revolucion mexicana debe entenderse como un
tiempo de la lucha de clases internacional, como un jalon en el problema que
es universal (...). Y en tanio quese piense que la Revolucion es esto, nadie
puede juzgarse satisfecho, nadie puede abandonar sus armas, nadie puede
dormir tranquilo, porque los viejos enemigos de ayer, los viejos enemigos de
hoy, los viejos enemigos de mafiana (..) estardn siempre buscando la
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oportunidad para atacar la Revolucion”.

This conception of “permanent Revolution” was widely accepted by the Mexican left,
and to the extent is respected as a doctrine at least by PRD. The leaders of the FDN and
later PRD described the liberal presidents Miguel de la Madrid or Carlos Salinas in

Lazaro Cardenas’ terms as those “enemigos’ who are willing to attack the Revolution.

The Constitution in 1917 defined the nationalism to the extent in economic terms,
which made possible such a repercussion of Cardenas’ act.).
Cérdenas himself gave an articulated explanation in his Apunfes in 1961, concerning

the policy that he presented as pursuing of the national- constitutional goals:

32 Dicourse pronounced by Jose Munoz Cota in Chamber of Deputees on 20" November 1937, Idem, p.
211
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“Véase el articulo de la Constitucion de 17 y en ella esta impreso el ideario
del pueblo Mexicano sostenido en su lucha constante contra los monopolios,
los latifundios, en favor de la reivindicacion de los recursos naturales en
poder de extranjeros, en la libertad politica, en la libertad sindical, en la
educacion de las clases populares, e¢n la salud y en la honestidad
administrativa, en la libertad de creencias y libertad de prensa. En estos

principios se basu la filosofia Mexicana ™,

With a bit of imagination the term, “filosofia Mexicana” can be replaced by the term
“nationalism” and we obtain the essence of the Cardenas’ effort to fulfill national

(revolutionary) commitment.

Later in 1938 Cérdenas decided to restructure the official party in anticipation of a
presidential succession. Renamed the party to Party of the Mexican Revolution (PRM),
which formally comprised of four sectors: labor unions (the CTM), the National
Peasants’ Confederation (CNC), the army and a broadly defined sector made up mostly
of public employees’ associations (the popular middle class elements), which in fact were
basis of the populist corporatism (Basurto, p. 79). The structure of the party and the
precedent of abdication as his term is out (according to the Revolution) and reducing of
ex- president’s political ambitions to mere appointing the successor (fapado) is another
legacy of Cardenas’, which made him a prototype of the partisan president: followed the
Constitution and respected the principles of the Revolution. His popularity catapulted him

among the existing revolutionary heroes.
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Deviating from the revolutionary standard

Counterrevolutionary presidents

Cardenas backed up the candidacy of his secretary of war, General Manuel Avila
Camacho. The counter candidate, General Juan Andréa Almazan (the most senior officer
in the army and a dissident in the “revolutionary family” ran under the banner of the
Revolutionary Party of National Unification. The political struggle for the management
of the revolutionary tradition eventually won Camacho.

Soon he alienated from the doctrine of Cardenas and set policies more favorable to the
private and foreign investment. (Wesson, p. 28).

The interpretation of the Mexican left, and Mexican lower rural classes, sustained that
from Cardenas on, the policies of every forthcoming president would never reach the
greatness of tata Cardenas. In the light of Cardenas’ policies any forthcoming president
will be overshadowed by the revolutionary president. Cardenas’ followers and wider
Mexican never stopped affirming that the presidents after Cardenas were steadily
deviating from the revolutionary principles abandoned them for good in the 1980s and

forced PRI's “vanguard” (FDN) to retake the forgotten revolutionary legacy.

In Camacho’s vocabulary the term ‘“Revolution” is much less frequent. It doesn’t,
however, mean a decline of nationalistic rhetoric, as the Party was still seen as an only
national political instrument of the Mexican people. His deviation from the political
direction set by Cardenas was reflected in different interpretation of the Revolution.
Camacho, in contrast to Cardenas, stressed the “unity of the mexican people”. Not that

13

his predecessors did not seek it as well; The “unity” means in this context rather a
reconciliation of different social groups, which under Céardenas did receive unequal
portions of outputs from the state. The Revolution according to Camacho was simple not

limited exclusively to the “agrario™ and “obrero” sector:
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“.. Desde la ciudad de Dolores Hidalgo, cuiia de nuestra
Independencia me dirijo a todos lo mexicanos, lo mismo «a los que se
hallan dentro de la Republica que a los que se encuentran en el
extranjero, invitdndolos a fortalecer el espiritu de la unidad nacional,
desechando todo motivo de interés que no sea en beneficio directo de la

patria misma” >

The Revolution was redefined and from then on the Revolution would be deprived of
its exclusively leftist connotations. The left never conceded the symbol and never
accepted the forced sharing of the symbol with the center and center- right politicians.
The left have always claimed themsclves as the only legitimate heir of the Mexican
Revolution, while successive presidents, more and more inclining to free market and

liberal policics used the same symbol as a political backup.

The split in the Party, between the right and left dates to the Camacho’s term and will
be present ever since, till the transformation of the “Corriente Democratica” in the PRD
occurs.

Camacho’s revolutionary discourse, sought to portray Cardenas as a president that

divided the nation favoring popular sectors, in contrast Camacho wanted to govern to “all

. 4
the Mexicans”.’

Avila Camacho started up the “Mexican economic miracle” which balanced Cardenas’
nationalistic economic policies: “the major objective of the administration was to placate
the owners of the expropriated lands (...). Avila Camacho apparently saw a need to
mollify the foreign investors”. (...) Domestically, he also adopted policies favorable to
private entrepreneurs” . This trend had augmented dramatically by the technocratic
president Miguel Aleman Valdez till the polarization of the party broke out into an open

conflict within the PR1L.

53 Speech of the president of the Republic in Dolores de Hidalgo, on 15™ September, In: Idem, p.151

Sgee: Salgado, Fva, Andrade: El Discurso del Poder, Informes Presidenciales en Mexico (1917-1946),
Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en antropologia Social, Mexico, 2003, pp. 459 -460

33 Wesson, p. 28
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In 1988, Cuauhtémoc Cardenas received a letter in which a laborer from Monterrey
expressed dissatisfaction with the alienation of the lower classes, which passed from

being tenderly treated by Céardenas to being a more or less neglected sector:

“Hasta el gobierno del General Cardenas la Revolucion mantenia un rumbo
glorioso que sin duda hubiera continuado el Gral. Fco. J Musica si hubiera
sido el sucesor. Por desgracia vino el claudicante Avila Camacho con los
resultados que todos vemos y muchos padecemos. Se entronizo la

Contrarrevolucion” >

The party’s left led by Cardenas” friend Lombardo Toledano felt isolated, which as a

result brought internal disputes over the meaning of the Revolution:

“Nos reunimos aqui para celebrar el acontecimiento mas importante de
nuestra historia, en los momentos en que la Revolucion Mexicana, parte de la
Revolucion de Independencia de este pais es objeto de un nuevo ataque. La
Confederacion de Trabajadores de Meéxico, sintiéndose responsable como
siempre, de su papel de vanguardia del pueblo (...) no podia evitar de hablar

n57

de la Revolucion hoy (...).

Another letter to Cuauhtémoc, from a peasant from Hermosillo, denounces almost the
same: The object of complaints is the president Miguel Aleman. In the discourse of the
Mexican left, Aleman was a living embodiment of the “counterrevolutionary betrayal” of
the revolutionary principles, coming up with even more conservative policies than his

predecessor Camacho:

“El nombre de general Lazaro Cdrdenas lo tenemos todos los campesinos
porque cuando el fue presidente hasta los pajaritos cantaban alegre (..)

parecia que andaba Jesuscristo por la tierra, pero de Miguel Alemdn para

%€ Gilly, Adolfo (Compil.): Cartas a Cuauhtemoc Cardenas, Problemas de Mexico, Mexico, 1989, p. 17

7 Toledano Lombardo, on 20th November 1943, Plaza de la Constitucion, , In: Discursos, op.cit., p. 294
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aca no tenemos ni derecho ni de sombrear debajo de una pitaya porque los
senores tiburones son duenos de todos los serros que ay en nuestro Mexico y

. .
tierra de cultivo™®

This opinion expressed the discontent of the lower classes with the augmenting
Government’s drive toward the private entrepreneurship, and slow abandon of the
“revolutionary standard”. This ideological shift was interpreted by many, as a
“counterrevolution”. The process of capital accumulation and concentration on profit
accelerated, along with the penctration of the foreign capital in industry and commerce.
Meanwhile, public ownership in the economy also grew significantly, “eventually
accounting for about half the capital stock (...). In effect the shortages of private funds
were made up for the government, which provided infrastructure and even low cost
inputs for private business, mainly petroleeum. This was essentially the structure of the
mixcd economy that Mexican government shaped after 1940 (...)” (Basurto, p. 80).

Adriana Borjas sustains that the application of the development polices produced a
growing inequality of income, claiming that 10% of the total of Mexican families
concentrated the half of the national income, and 40% of the families had to get by with
only about 14% of the national income. “The unequal distribution of goods was not
affecting the society only vertically but also horizontally by regions” (Borjas, p. 81).

The split within the ruling Party over economy implied a split of the enduring ideology.
The partisan ideological consensus was over forever and the partisan cohesion became
rather based on personal relationships and hierarchical ranking of individuals and
factions. This revolutionary ideology (and the concept of the “revolutionary Family”)
substituted the system in preserving the unity of a heterogeneous coalition as the

institutionalization and burcaucratization of the party grew.

Kathleen Bruhn says that within the PRI coexisted two dominant wings: “’Cardenistas’,

who stressed equity and supported radical redistributive policies like agrarian reform and

% Idem, Cartas, op. Cit., p. 17, Adrian A. Bantjes used a part of the text for the title of his book about
Lazaro Cardenas: ,,As if Jesus Walked on Earth, SR Books, Washington, 1997
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the state intervention in the cconomy (...) to promote welfare of the working classes and
the "Alemanistas” who, after the President Miguel Aleman (1946- 1952), stressed the
economic growth and followed the model of the state capitalism more sympathetic to the
needs of the private sector, intervening in the economy to protect the national capital and
promote national development” (Bruhn, p. 42).

The alternation of opposcd fraction witin the PRI explains the “pendulum theory”:
concious selection of presidential candidates made possible adopt policies that were
either pro- business oriented or popular, according to the macroeconomic necessities of
the country™. The capacity of the ruling party to govern form more than 70 years lied
exactly in its flexibility to adapt the economical-political strategy to changing contexts
and giving enough room to the both main partisan wings.

Kathleen Bruhn adds another pillar to the “pendulum theory”, arguing that the party
held together and was able to be a ruling party for most of the XX century, because the
opposing ideologies agreed to share resources: “When the PRI had less to distribute or
appeared less willing to share resources loyalties faltered and elite splits occurred”
(Bruhn, p. 42). Equal distribution of power was possible through the network of personal,
patron- client relationships (camarillas), so diverse political factions could rise up
through personal connections as different political currents competed for power within
the Party.

Bruhn claims, that the personal networks could also turn against the state: “Personal
networks associated with the cardenista wing of the PRI played important rolee in its
1987 split (...) the “personalistic recruitment contributed to another division that would
have impact in 1987, between “técnicos” and “politicos” (Bruhn, p. 43) While “t#écnicos”
were politicians trained in economy and engineering and followed administrative career
path, the “politicos” were more specialized in disciplines like law and social science, and
their career was closely tied to the party and thus more stressed the consensus building.
The “técnicos” in contrast tended to underestimate the importance of human relations.
The tecnocratization took place in the mid 1940 because of a great need for specialists as

the state assumes a major rolee in the economy. Some parts of the “Revolutionary

** See: Levy and Székely in: Dale Story, The Mexican Ruling Party, Praeger, New York, 1986, p. 30
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Family” feel excluded of the party by the “técnicos” occupying increasing number of
responsible positions in the government.

Miguel Aleman rejected the existence of such division, because it implied an existence
of a conflict of interests in the party and would support argument used by the “politicos”
against the “técnicos”. The former president (the text was written in 1975) himself

considered a “técnico”, had indeed no incentives to support the argument:

“Una division marcaca entre los técnicos y los politicos, realmente no creo
que exista. Claro, habrd diferencias eventuales de opinién, pero no wuna
division. La razén es la de que precisamente quienes forman las nuevas
generaciones de México que estdn ahora en el gobierno, son gente que ha
fenido suficiente expcriencia profesional, son persona con conocimientos y
capacidad para discernir, ya tomar las decisiones. (...) Queremos quc la
técnica sirva a las necesidades de la nacion. Anieriormente no habiamos
alcanzado la capacitacion suficiente; mds en los #ltimos anos de la
transformacion de M¢éxico se ha debido a las nuevas generaciones de 1écnicos

* 7, )’6
y cientificos "

Miguel Aleman was the first president to enforce the project of massive
industrialization of the country (probably the second largest project of this kind after the
industrialization during the “porfiriato™), where private entrepreneurs and foreign
investors gained new influence. Aleman at the same time came to be one of Mexico’s
least popular presidents, alien to the Mexican left. Unlike Cardenas, the traditional call
for “class struggle” Aleméan substituted by more or less liberal ideology and gave rise to a
“class” of specialized managers, administrators and middle class professionals. We can
conclude that the period of institutionalization from 1940 to 1958 (the presidency of
Avila Camacho, Miguel Aleman, and Ruiz Cortines) represented the first pendulum

swing, as policies of these presidents turned away from the populist drive in the 1930s.

© Aleman, p. 17
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Wesson writes that “in this scenario, the right wing presidents included Ruiz Cortines
(1952-1958), Diaz Ordaz (1954- 1970) and Lépes Portillo (1976- 1982), while they were
balanced by the intervening leftist presidencies of Lopez Mateos (1958- 1964) and
Echeverria (1970- 1976). (...) Certainly, much qualitative evidence exists that since the
1950s the PRI has utilized this balancing act between the political left and right as one
strategy in maintaining political dominance and stability” (Wesson, p. 31). The
predominance of the right-wing, liberal approach to the economical development step by
step alienated the cardenistas who found themsleves sidetracked and their interpretation

of the revolution with them.

The Revolution is not dead

Economic growth

In 1959, Lazaro Cardenas writes down in his Apuntes:

““El fracaso de la Revolucion’, de que habla en su articulo el C. Esquivel
Obregon.

La falta de continuidad en la obra sefnalada por la Revolucion es la causa
del fracaso. En ello puede verse lo que considera “fracaso” el escritor sefior
Esquivel Obregon. Aunque algunos escritores han sostenido que el progreso
del pais podria haberse registrado sin el régimen de la Revolucién,
seguramente sin la Reforma Agraria, que acabo con la mayoria de los
latifundios (...) no se habrian obtenido los logros que hoy se tienen.

(...) Las administraciones que hasta hoy se han sucedido del propio régimen
de la Revolucion, tienen la obligacion de cuidar la continuidad de la obra de

la propia Revolucion, por ejemplo de materia agraria, seguirla con variantes
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que sean necesarias, pero siempre mejorandose, siempre evolucionando y no

hacerla negativa descuiddindola”.®

Cardenas placed an active rolee in politics until his death. “He became an unofficial
voice of the past, a reminder of what the Revolution had been fought for” (Basurto, p.
79). In the 1960 Cardenas initiated the public discussion on the meaning and validity of
the Revolution, favoring a leftist alternative to the prevailing moderate and liberal

3

interpretations of the “revolutionary goals”. Public resurgence of Lazaro Cardenas, as a
result, appeared to challenge the President of Mexico’s power. His open propaganda
campaign included demands that Mexico sided with Castro and adopted the over-all
policy of the Revolutionary left faction whose informal leader he was (Brandenburg, p.
115).

Ex- president’s campaign for the return to the revolutionary principles was not limited
only to rhetoric. In 1961 Cardenas founded National Liberation Movement (MLN) to
support the Cuban Revolution and a great part of the cardenista wing of the PRI
participated in it. This attempt to consolidate the left wing within PRI was in fact an
antecedent of the famous “Corriente Democratica” of the late 1980s. Kathleen Bruhn
points out, that “a list of the founders and sponsors reads like a ‘who’s who’ of the 1988
coalition. The members of the first National Committee of the MLN included twenty-
seven- year- old Cuauhtémoc Cardenas (representing his father), as well as leftist
intellectuals and activists” (Bruhn, pp. 49-50), for instance Herberto Castillo- the 1988
candidate of the Mexican socialist Party.

In addition, in January 1963 Lazaro Cardenas formed an independent peasant
organization the Central Campesina Independiente (CCI) to support the “betrayed”
campesinos, allegedly disenfranchised by the centrist presidents of the 1950s and 1960s.
Cardenas and his cardenistas, nevertheless were unable to grow in a dominant force
within the party, though popular sympathies generally lied with the Revolutionary Left.
Frank Branderburgh claims that this could be explained by the fact that the masses do not

usually respond automatically to their “beck and call on any and all issues. (...) Mexican

8! Cardenas, Lazaro: 129, 130- 131

57



and foreign capitalists alike feared Céardenas’ return to power (...)” and “many educated
Mexicans opposed him because he was too popular, too plebcian, too irrational, too
outdated” (Brandenburg, p. 134).

The Party’s leadership thus rather identificd with the "Revolutionary center” (with its
focus on both industry and agriculture) and the “Revolutionary goal was newly defined as
the “economic growth”, which was portrayed as a continuation of the previous
“revolutionary policies” yet the “centrists” assumed the economic growth would generate

“social justice”- a leftist realm. The PRI’s president in the period (1968-1970) explains:

En nuestros dias, la Revolucion Mexicana se identifica con el desarrolelo del
pais.

Pero el desarrolelo no es un puro crecimiento econémico para acumular
riqueza y concentrarla en pocas manos: es un medio para generar riqueza que
haga posible la justicia sccial.

Gustavo Diaz Ordaz ha dicho: “Repartir riqueza sin crearla seria
demagogia: crear rigueza sin distribuirla seria erigir nueva opresion” ...
Queremos desarrolelo econémico para aumentar la ocupacién, elevar el
ingreso nacional, incrementar la ocupacion, elevar el ingreso de las mayorias,

. 3 . * ry 2
y consolidar la independencia nacional %

Centralist vision of the Revolution was clear: neither state, nor private controle

represented a pattern of ownership for all basic industries.

%2 Dominguez, Alfonso, Martinez: La Revolucién reforma y transforma a México, Doctrina y tesis del PRI,
PRI, México, 1969, p. 16
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Economy and the legitimacy

Cardenas gained the legitimacy of his government by pursuing specific policies in order
to win the support of the popular sectors. The support of the emerging middle class in the
1960s was essential for Ordaz. The legitimacy of the president was not derived of the
popular projects, but on the sustained economic growth. When the “desarolelo
estabilizador” weakened, so did the legitimacy of the president. The middle class had
little incentives not to protest against the system with minimal space for political
participation with minimal economical benefits for the middle class.

By the latc 1960s “Mexican miracle” had reached its limits. “Import Substituting
Industrialization was already beginning to falter, with difficulties through the balance of
payments, in overall industrial and productivity, and to a lesser degree, in public savings.
By creating a relatively large urban middle class, this policy was also partly responsible
for increasing pressure on the government to open political institutions” (Centeno, p.179).
The contradictions between the governments’ priorities and social ideals of the
Revolution and the growing frustration with the autocratic character of the regime
encouraged the movement of 1968 into a first massive challenge of the government

The sociocconomic development transformed largely rural to a largely urban society.
The peasant population declined to about a third of the workforce making way to a more
complex social structure. “These changes encouraged popular demands for the
participation and weakened PRI controles. Mexican society resembled less and less the
society that the PRI had been set up to manage” (Bruhn, p. 56). The priority of the next
president Luis Echeveria’s (1970- 1976) priority was to reconcile the alienated middle

class:
“Y cuando necesitamos el continuo mejoramiento de los obreros,

necesitamos al mismo tiempo, pensar en fomentar la inversion patriética y

nacionalista de empresarios que cuando tienen preocupacion y la comparten
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con nosotros respecto a los problemas nacionales, los consideramos también

un legitimo producto de la Revolucion Mexicana.®

Echeveria still surprised with his shift to left and antagonistic attitude toward foreign
and national investment: the new president devaluated peso, expropriated a considerable
area of 100 hectares in Sonora and Sinaloa in order to solidify his identification with the
Cérdenas” example. The ideological shift of the government was also apparent in the
agenda of foreign affairs: Under Echeverria Mexico assumed leading position within

Third World quest for the New International Economic Order (NIEO).

When the president appointed by Ordaz came to power, he had to deal with the
economical stagnation and political delegitimacy. “Echueverria correctly noted that the
crisis faced by the Mexican rcgime originated in the contradiction between the pretense
of an illusionary revolutionary dogma and the extremely exclusionary economic system.
(...) As the amount of wealth, or the growth thereof, began to decline, this placed greater
pressures on the legitimacy of the system, which was still suffering the aftershocks of
1968” (Centeno, 180). Newly inaugurated president had to change the political direction,
and as the scholars of the “pendulum theory” stress, Echeverria inclined to the left and
initiated the aperture for the participation of the middle class bureaucrats in the
administration to reconcile the alienated popular masses. Octavio Paz expressed the

attitude of the middle class:

“El desarrolelo por el desarrolelo beneficio unicamente al capitalismo
extranjero y nacional. Ademds hemos asistido al deterioro gradual pero
inexorable de nuestra incipiente democracia. Quiebra moral y politica del
PRI: nadie cree en sus proclamas y manifiestos. Es hora de cambiar el rumbo
de nuestra orientacién politica social. ;Es viable un movimiento popular

democrdtico en México? Algunos doctrinarios subestiman esa posibilidad y

® Echeverria, Luis, in the National Assembly of the PRI, 21 October 1972, In: “Los Presidentes de México,

Discursos politicos, Tomo 1V, El Colegio de México, México, p. 433
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predican violencia que iinicamente seria estupida si, ademds no fuese suicida.
Otros mds son los perros falderos de la ortodoxia, una sefiora muy conocida
en la familia revolucionaria por sus relaciones incestuosas. Uno de los errores
de estos grupos es pensar que el PRIy el Gobierno son meras expresiones de

la burguesia en el poder. "%

The administration of Luis Echeverria produced a dramatic break with the more or less
equal division of the elite, limiting power of the traditional politicos, considerable
number of them with younger men whose loyalty was more assured and who would be
more likely to support his policies. “By closing the access to government positions on
which the old politico network depended for their influence, Echeverria largely

decimated this wing of the ruling class” (Centeno, p. 151).

Given the disputed legitimacy of the Government after the Tlatelolco massacre in 1968
and the economic stagnation, the new president intended to pick up the legacy of
Cardenas’ populist policies. Echeverria preferred a more socially just development,
relying heavily on the fécnicos that were not associated wit the previous president (and
the massacre), taking advantage of the foreign commerce and US will to loan.

As Miguel Centeno sustains “the new rolee of the public sector did have a price (...)
and this eventually doomed Echeverria$ project. The president was not able to match the
increases in the government expenditure with a parallel rise in revenues, and this led to
the fourfould encrease in the public deficit. The decline in foreign and domestic private
investment after 1973 and massive capital flight forced the government to increasingly

rely on borrowing in order to meet its new obligations” (Centeno, p. 183).

54 paz, Octavio, El ogro filantropico, Seix Barral, Spain, 1979, p. 131
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The Revolution as a management of affluence

As the term of Echeverria ended in near chaos with the sudden devaluation of peso and
a significant alienation of the private sector, the consecutive president Lopez Portillo
(1977- 1983) appeared to realize the need to restore a political balance by appealing to
those industrial sectors alienated by the former president. The key to this strategy was a
more extensive cooperation with the business groups. In his inaugural speech he defined

the Revolution (la Revolucién hecha Gobierno) was defined in broad term as:

" una union (...) por la Constitucion: que somos capases de resolver las
contradicciones y deformaciones de lo urgente sin olvidar lo importante, de
modo que las desordenadas angustias del corto plazo no cancelen las
expectativas justas de largo plazo (...)

La union Constitucional no es un capricho sino una consecuencia de la
historia, norma que nos da sustancia y proyeccion, nos preservay al mismo

tiempo nos hace evolucionar en derechos y valores”.”

The new “valores” were redefined in terms more favorable to economic liberalism:

“Tenemos que obtener excedentes para seguir creciendo. No queremos
riqueza inventada por artificios o decretos y vernos en la paradoja de
acelerar inflacion y repartir ilusiones, la queremos creada por nuestro trabajo
y compartida por nuestra voluntad, en un sistema concreto que impida
presiones en los precios y garantice a los trabajadores el poder adquisitivo de
sus salarios que permita definir las prioridades e incentivos a los empresarios
que asegure a los ahorradores el valor real de sus fondos y que apoye a los
consumidores contra alzas exageradas, especialmente en los bienes de

L 66
consumo basico”®.

 Portillo, inaug. Speech 1st Dicember 1977, In: Presidentes de México, Discursos politicos, Tomo 1V, El
Colegio de México, México, p. 530

% Idem, p. 27
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The appearance of the two main sources of the government revenue freed Lopez
Portillo from the resource limitations, so he could pursue his plan to foster the economic
growth. Mexico’s Oil reserves made the country a potentially leading exporter, which
impressed the international financial community to the extent that was willing to offer
Mexico an unprecedented amount of credit. The newly acquired virtual wealth permitted
the president to quict temporarily the opposition, by allowing him to satisfy all the voices
both from right and left. The latter was, however willing to put up with the economical
liberalization only as long as the economical growth benefits even the popular sectors. In
1978 the economy began to grow at an unprccedented rate, giving hope to the Mexicans

that another economical miracle is about to take place.

“Por primera vez n nuestra historia tendremos la oportunidad de disfrutar
autodeterminacion financiera. Una vez que corrijamos insuficiencias y
deficiencias, estaremos en condiciones excepcionales de aprovechar recursos
aqui originados, si sabemos evitar que nuestra economia de mercado de oferta
y demanda desborde la libertad y enfrentando los intereses de los grupos
sociales propicien y se aprovechen del desorden: combatir las sucias jugadas
de los especuladores monetarios y procurar el uso y terminar abuso de la

propiedad privada, para no inhibir los derechos sociales.”®

A part of Portillo’s plan of the economic growth was the reconciliation with the middle
class by sponsoring the electoral reform in 1977. The political liberalization satisfied the
Mexican left: “( ... ) new parties from the left specter amplified the opposition, allowing
the Mexican Communist Party and other independent left parties to compete in the setup
clections. The parties even became eligible for the financial support trom the government

for campaign expenses, and got limited access to the media (Bruhn, p. 59).

7 Second State of the Union, 1st September, 1978, In: Los Presidentes de Mexico, Disursos Politicos,

1910- 1988, Tomo V, Presidencia dela Republica, El Colegio de Mexco, p. 91
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The legitimacy of the party thus was not based largely on the commitment to the
revolutionary principles and the party could to the extent “liberate” form the Revolution.
“Instead of presenting themselves as the heirs of the Revolution, they refer constantly to
the sanction they have earned at the polls. Electoral reforms allowed the PRI to substitute
the measure of electoral legitimacy for the revolutionary legitimacy that the system lost
over time as the program of successive presidents, moved farther away from traditional

revolutionary principles and as the generation of the revolutionary leaders began to die”

(Idem, p. 60).

In the early 1980s the PRI began to lose the ability to provide thc cconomic growth.
The period of the “desarrolelo estabilizador” (1940- 1970) was characterized by
government’s the ability to bring benefits major part of Mexicans. The loyalty of the
population depended to the large degree on the capacity of the government to keep the
economy growing. The program of the economic development assigned key rolee to the
state and relied on the extensive protection of the national industries from foreign
competition as the main engine of growth. When this capacity drops down the crisis
emerges: the situation of 1968 reappears in 1988.

The Party interpreted the crisis in the 1968 as a warning, adopting policies more
favorable for the middle class, deepening as an external public dept as a result of the
growing expenditure as virtually all the sectors of the society increased. The dept grew to

4.2 billion dollars in 1970 and 19. 6 billion in the 1976. Portillo commented:

“Pero he dicho que era un endeudamiento responsable, porque en el momento
en que se nos convirtié en excesivo, tuvimos que tomar decisiones en la otra
punta: acentuar el gasto publico y allegarnos, aqui adentro los recursos para

financiarlo. Y tuvimos que tomar la impopular medida de alza en el precio de

.68
gasolina.

8 v Reunion of the Republic,Los Presidentes de Mexico, p. 177
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As the Bruhn writes, the effects of the crisis were strengthened as a result of the
exaggerated expectations after the discovery of the oil deposits: “Mexican officials
decided not to wait for abundance. On the strength of the oil expectations it borrowed
massive sums from international banks. (...) Contrary to all expectations, the boom lasted
only three ycars (1978- 1981), leaving behind the legacy of crushing dept and crushed
expectations” (Idem, p. 71).

The oil prices fell down and Mexico had to deal with the dept. This situation brought to
power the liberal politician Miguel dc la Madrid, who took an anti-protectionist stand
refusing any significant state interference in the economy. The first real shift to the right
in the governmental economic policy took place in Mexico.

The political and economic crisis offered opportunities for the left opposition to take
advantage with the general discontent. In the atmosphere of a general disappointment
with the effects of the liberal reforms, the Mexican left came up with the explanation: the
Party deviated from the sacred principles of the Revolution, and had lost its right
betrayed the truly Mexican tradition. The presidential election of the 1988 was portrayed
by Cuauhtémoc Cardenas as a true battle for the nation. It was a battle between the traitor
seeking to run Mexico under the alien tradition and the true heirs of the revolutionary

principles.

The Rebirth of the Revolution

Miguel de la Madrid

Miguel de la Madrid describes in his book with an apt title “Cambio de Rumbo” the

situation when he got to the presidency:

“Cuando legue al poder, el pais estaba inmerso en una crisis alarmante. Su

causa para mi, era incuestionable: México ya no podia soportar manejos
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econémicos errdticos, que atendian mds necesidades politicas que al sano
desenvolvimiento de la economia nacional. Esta terrible forma de proceder-
que caracterizo a los gobiernos de Luis Echeverria y José Ldpez Portillo-
estaba llevando al pais despeiadero.

(-..)

Para hacer frente a esta realidad propuse cambios estructurales que marcan
una inflexion en nuestro desarrolelo. Promovi el saneamiento econémico, la
disminucion del tamario de Estado y una politica de apertura comercial,

Pero la economia no es ajena « la politica. Independientemente de por cual
se entra la realidad, se esta siempre en todo. Por ello, las modificaciones de
Jondo tienen que integrarles. Yo entre por el camino de saneamiento
economico y, al hacerlo, observe las profundas necesidades de cambio

politico™®

Miguel de la Madrid’s inaugural ten point program to solve the economic crisis
(Immediate Program for Economic Reorganization, PIRE) declared the inflation the most
dangerous economic threat for the country. The PIRE proposed the solution through

drastic expenditure cuts.

Economic Crisis

The president and his administration faced the popular disappointment of the PRI's
economic management. The budget cuts that De la Madrid’s administration was about to
introduce would even aggravate the economic crisis, reducing domestic demand. In
contrast De la Madrid at the time branded the inflation as an unwelcome byproduct of
excessive demand. To combat it required slashing public spending, especially on such
things as government jobs, education and consume subsidy programs. President’s

strategy to shake off the crisis indicated the fastest possible payment of the international

* De la Madrid, Cambio de Rumbo, pp. 841- 842
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dept, which alone took up a great deal of the total of the national revenues. “Beginning in
1983 the government participation in the economy as measured by percentage of GNP

dropped for the first time since 1977 and continued declining” (Centeno, p. 192).

“No rebasaremos la crisis para volver al punto anterior a ella o para lograr
que nada cambie y todo siga ignal a como era. La crisis es oportunidad de
cambio y transformacion. Cambio Cualitativo y estructural que debe reflejarse
en todos los aspectos de nuestra vida comun, a partir de cambio de cada de

nosotros”°

To restore the fiscal solvency as quick as possible, the new government adopted an
aggressive austerity program, which fell short in the 1982- 1985 period and the external
dept continued to grow. Real GDP growth was negative in both 1982 and 1983, and
recovered only slowly in the 1984 and declined again in 1985. The state subsidies of
basic goods were reduced or completely eliminated, undermining the living standards of
the poor. At the same time the government began to privatize state enterprises and denied
to provide the unproductive companies with state subsidies. As a result the
unemployment increased to 18.8 percent by 1984.

Lower wages were expected to contribute to a decline in domestic demand, which
implied a lower inflation and more stable investment environment, leading to a dramatic
decrease in the general standard of living for the masses. These policies had as side
effects massive numbers of bankruptcies of small and medium size business (Basurto, pp.
82- 83).

The key to economic policy of De la Madrid and his administration lied in the
assumption that the government should not directly interfere in the economy but rather
serve as an overseer that would enforce discipline, order, and efficiency, which the

system supposedly required:

7% First State of the Union, Mexico City in 1983, In: Los Presidentes de Mexico, p. 318
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“Como hemos definido en la Constitucion de la Republica, nuestra
planeacion es democrdtica, participativa y obligatoria para el sector publico,
para imponerle orden y disciplina. Iniciativa para los particulares, porque en
nuestro  sistema de libertades la planeacion no puede ser coactiva o

’ bl ’-}
centralizada™”

De la Madrid’s policies necessarily conflicted with the ideals of the PRI’s left, which
were secing with scary faces how president violates the basic principles of the old
populist alliance between government and the working class on whose shoulders almost
totally fell the weight of the economic crisis (Basurto, 82- 83).

The corporative apparatus gradually changed its structure as the Mexican’s Worker
Confederation (COM) and the National Peasant’s Confederation (CNC) were relegated to

the subordinate positions and stopped to be the central pillar of the PRI since the 1930.

President’s respective interpretation with the principles of the Revolution, was almost
an obligatory ritual at the beginning of each president’s “sexenio”. In this situation De la
Madrid had no choice but to redefine the Revolution in liberal terms. His political drive
toward the economical liberalism found its expression in the creation of the “liberal

revolutionary tradition” within the revolutionary tradition:

“Regido por la libertad, la justicia y la democracia, el nacionalismo
revolucionario esta enraizado en nuestra cultura nacional y en nuestro
proceso historico. Es el resultado de la secuencia ideologica de nuestras
luchas populares de Independencia, Reforma y Revolucion. Es la filosofia
politica que arranca con Hidalgo y Morelos: se reafirma con Morelos y los
liberales, se plasma con Madero y Carranza en la Constitucion de 1917, y se
continua en posregimenes posrevolucionarios. Es la gran fuerza que, con base

en la conciencia del pasado comun nos da la solidaridad en el presente y la

' De la Madrid’s reunion with the prsidents of the chambers and industrial associations of thee comissions

of the CONCAMIN, Mexico, D. F. 25 May, 1984,Idem , p. 324
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inquebrantable voluntad de mantenernos en el futuro como una Nacion viable

s ?2
y soberana

De la Madrid freed the Revolution from leftist connotation and tried to offer its own
interpretation. But departed too far from the general consent about what the Revolution
really is and inevitably pushed the left to defend their own interpretation of the national
symbol. The only echoes of the populist “standard” were the less and less frequent
promises about providing general improvements in the standard of living for all
Mexicans. The left took the opportunity to defend the neglected principles of the
Revolution to improve their marginalized position within the PRI and later presented

themselves as the only real upholders of the Revolution.

By 1985 business sector did not respond the unlimited confidence placed in them.
Investments never reached earlier levels. This situation led the government to consider
fundamental reforms to the traditional model of Mexican development. “The IMF
suspended Mexico’s drawing rights of $900million in September 1985 because of poor
progress in meeting budget and inflation targets. (...) Then oil prices halved again in
1985, with losses to the Mexican treasury of ore than $2 billion” (Bruhn, p. 74).
Moreover the restriction on foreign investment relaxed as De la Madrid was seeking the
entry of Mexico in GATT. The trade liberalization was a strategic shift toward the

neoliberal project, completed later by the next president Salinas.

The elite’s relationship with the international environment and its attitudes toward
national sovereignty were often contradictory. Similarly as Portillo praised the
industrialist from Monterrey as “real Mexicans” (a contradictory message respecting the
nationalism that was traditionally based on the support of popular classes) De la Madrid
changed the pattern: “Both their (of the elite) attitudes and behavior often seemed to
imply that Mexico would be better off if it could be a little bit more modern and, more

important, a little bit less Mexican” (Centeno, p.196).

72 First State of the Union, Idem, p. 259
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In the State of the Union address De la Madrid draws upon the revolutionary rhetoric,
but soon within the party will rise up a faction, which will claim the neoliberal policies

are irreconcilable with the Revolutionary principles.

“Parte fundamental del nacionalismo revolucionario ha sido nuestra accién
en materia de politica exterior. A pesar de la incertidumbre que prevalece en
medio internacional, 'y de situaciones hostiles y poco favorables no hemos
variado nuestro apego a los principios fundamentales que la historia de
Meéxico ha establecido: autodeterminacion de los pueblos, no intervencion en
los asuntos internos, solucion pacifica de controversias, igualdad juridica de
los Estados y cooperacién internacional para el desarrolelo. Estos principios

han guiado y seguiran orientando la practica de nuestra politica exterior””

Corriente Democratica

The economic crisis of the mid1980s and De la Madrid’s abandonment of the classical
alliance with the institutions representing the popular sectors, “brought into the open the
latent split that had always existed within the PRI” (Basurto, p. 84). The cardenistas, the
leftist fraction within the ruling party, initiated informal discussions questioning the De la
Madrid’s neoliberal project. PRI's left identified the core of the problem and the
cardenistas reached a rudimentary consensus on the following procedure: in 1986 three
prominent priistas Rodolfo Gonzales Guevara, Porfirio Munoz Ledo, and Cuauhtémoc
Cardenas Solérzano consented on creation of the formal current (Corriente Democratica)
with own ideological platform. Bruhn comments that “they did not intend to form a new
party but planned to work through existing institutions, acting as a pressure group inside
the PRI to influence policy and demand a more democratic selection of the next

presidential candidate” (Bruhn, p.76).

7 1dem, p. 392
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By 1985 Cardenas’s fraction criticized policies of De la Madrid government declaring
that the economical crisis posed a threat for the ideological goals of the Revolution. Later
Cuauhtémoc’s allies started to spin a strategy to restore their position in the party. The
tandem De la Madrid- Salinas (the author of De la Madrid’s economic project)
represented the predominance of the recnicos over politicos which were put aside and
were unable the find forinal political channels for their demands. The pendulum seemed
to stop swinging and the ostracized left decided to act. Porfirio Munoz Ledo describes the

situation of the mid 1980:

“I believe that the Mexican system did not represent a system of consensus
and that an internal equilibrium did exist among various political actors. Some
refer to this as a “Revolutionary family” (...). I admit this sounds a little bit
like a mafia or something of a tribal nature, but it is far more than that. The
Jamily did represent a political and ideological pluralism which did exist in

Jact.""*

Corriente Democratica and Democracy

The formal purpose for the creation was a defense of democracy in the country in the
name of the Revolutionary tradition. However the motivation of the priista rebels was not
a defense of democratic principles as such, since the concept had been applied solely on
the partisan procedure. It might be argued that in one party rule the democratization
within the main party had an overall effect on the political system as a whole, but hardly
can be argued the fact that one party system is never democratic.

The democracy was conceived by the neo-cardenistas as the ability of the Party to
channel both demands of the right and the left. When the rightist técnicos seemed to be
favored and their number in the administration steadily increased at the expense of the

old politicos, the “equilibrium” altered. The neo-cardenistas had the strategic advantage

7* In: Hope and Frustration, Gil Carlos B. SR books, Washington, p. 188
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that they presented their cause as a struggle for democracy and the recovery of the old
revolutionary principles at the same time.

Though De la Madrid used the revolutionary rhetoric, he was not reliable as a “speaker
of the Revolution”, in contrast to the leftist fraction of the PRI, which was building image
of a trustworthy upholder of the revolutionary project stressing its personal and
ideological connection to the revolutionary hcrocs, to Lazaro Cardenas above all. The
group of Cuauhtémoc shielded the project to regain more influence in the party by
alleged popular demand, which disguised particular interests of the politicos. As a result,
the ideological platform of the Corriente Democratica was based on a highly incoherent
set of abstract concepts (for example the Revolution and the Democracy) and the struggle
for their defense was skillfully portrayed as a popular demand of the Mexican nation. In

the terms of credibility, the neo-cardenistas were successful:

“No duda si usted llega al poder todo esto cambiara: somos hermanos de
Raza el cual pedimos justicia y solidaridad ya que estamos hundidos en la
miseria y de desolucion por eso estamos dispuestos a dar nuestro voto a cada
momehnto que sea necesario.

No olvide que nuestro suelo se derrano sangre mexicana para un México
mejor o moderno. Como es posible que esparioles debajo de esas medio o
técnica que usan vengan llevarse lo nuestro como el caso de Echeverria, Lopez
Portillo y ahora de la Madrid no se espante que si es preciso empuriar las

armas o haremos"”,

The demands of the Corriente Democratica were summed in October 1986 in the
working document titled “Documento niimero uno”, the first manifest of the Corriente.
The ostensibly expressed recover of the original and “real” revolutionary legacy of

Lazaro Cardenas is presented as a goal of the fraction.

7> The letter to Cardenas from Tabasco in 1988. In: Cartas a Cuauhtémoc Cardenas, Gilly Adolfo,
Problemas de Mexico, Mexico, 1989, p. 20
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The economic nationalism was implanted to the international relations (especially to the
relations with the northern neighbor); Cardenistas declared the dept was responsible for
the social deterioration.

The internal procedures in the party are criticized in the name of democracy and the

nation:

“Estados Unidos de Norteamérica comienza a representar una grave
amenaza para México.
(-..)

Recobrara para el PRI la representacion de las mayorias, hoy perdida por el
seguimiento de una politica antipopular.
(...)

Implementar un proceso abierto de lucha por la candidatura priista a la
presidencia de la Republica. Ello obligara a cambiar las reglas hasta ahora
observadas, democratizara el proceso y contribuira a recuperar le sustento
popular (...)

Abrir un debate piblico para analizar y evaluar a las personalidades que,
por decision propia (..) deseen competir libremente por la primera
magistratura.

Exhortar a los precandidatos que se presenten por si mismos ante la nacion,
a fin de que el pais conozca su personalidad, sus programas de trabajo y su
plataforma politica.

Abolir las practicas obsoletas que se conocen con el nombre genérico de
“tapadismo"’".

The leftist dissent equalized the “return to the paths of the Revolution” with democracy.

At the moment of the economic stagnation the PRI started to lose the main source of

legitimacy.

76 In: Neocardenismo, De la renovacion politica a la ruptura partidista, Carlos Hugo Chavez, Institucion de

Proposicione Estrategicas A. C. Mexico, 1989, pp. 5- 6
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The Party’s popular support starts to fade out when unable to offer economical benefits
to the citizens. This situation opened space for the opposition. The revolutionary ideology
was a symbol with nationalistic connotations and was clearly opposed to the neoliberal
policies, so the Corriente Democratica used the revolutionary tradition as a mean to unite
the disenfranchiscd popular masses and over time the Corriente grew to be considered a

viable agent of the democratization of the country.

Corriente Democratica and “tapadismo”

The tapadismo was defined as a “practica obsoleta” not for being bad as such In fact as
long as the pendulum favored the left, the cardenistas did not have any reason to criticize
this particular custom. The tapadismo in the era of neoliberlism was a thorn in
Corriente’s side, since the custom guaranteed the policies would not change: De la
Madrid would choose his own successor, who would arguably not deviate from the
neoliberal path.

The report of the National Revolutionary Asociation of the February 1987 says:

“(...) El inicio de un autentico proceso de democratizucion (...) tendria
ademds efectos extraordinariamente saludables para la imagen interna y
externa de nuestro sistema y propiciaria gradualmente cambios en la actitud
politica de los ciudadanos y de los miembros de las diversas agrupaciones
sociales. Conduciria indefectiblemente, a un cambio saludable y necesario en

la cultura politica del pais™”’ .

In an interview Porfirio Mufioz Ledo connected explicitly the emergeﬁce of the
Corriente Democratica with popular demands. The PRI was seen even by its critics as an
embodiment or a mirror of Mexico, following the tradition funded by Obregén of

deliberate blurring of boundaries between the nation and the PRI

7 Contradicciones del PRI by Alfonso Hernandez Diaz, In: Jorge Laso de Vega: La Corriente Democratica,

Posada, Mexico, 1989, p. 289
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“En suma, nuestra conviccion es que una democratizacion progresista del
pats, requiere la democratizacion del partido. -

Y si por alguna razén no se logra, ;Qué va a ocurrir en le futuro?
Mufioz apenas piensa la respuesta:

Si las circunstancias llegaran a impedir la democratizacion del PRI, con los
anos surgiria, tendria que surgir, una nueva conformacion politica del pais,
que reflejara a nivel de los purtidos los sentimientos, las necesidades y las

lucha sociales, es decir la estructura real de la comunidad mexicana.””’®

Given the unpopularity of De la Madrid’s policies, the lcftist candidate that would
present himself as an agent of the democratization would have a great chance to succeed.
In this context the idea of proposing Cérdenas as a presidential candidate received an
immediate support of the major part of the fraction.

The adoption of the democratization as a flagship of the Corriente’s political demands
favored the independent candidate, since the public debate that followed such
controversial step raised questions about legitimacy of the system and the Corriente’s
candidate thus could make a great show with his devotion to democratic principles.
Inevitably many came to see the tapado as the “undemocratic” candidate with respect to
the “democratic” Cuauhtémoc.

The members of the Corriente assumed that the public debate would put a check on the
president to pick a clone of him. The split became inevitable after the fraction
consolidated and refused to recognize De la Madrid’s authority. Cuauhtémoc Cardenas

comments:

“Estabamos en el PRI y teniamos desde luego que optar que hacer en el
momento que De la Madrid escogié a Salinas y lo hizo publico, esto es, o nos
aguantabamos y aceptibamos la candidatura, nos incorporamos a la camparia

(seguramente hubiéramos sido bicn recibidos en ese momento). Analizamos la

7 Idem, pp. 22-23
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posibilidad de una campana con candidato y sin registro, llamando al voto en
el circulo blanco y empezamos a analizar también las posibilidades, y a dar
pasos en ese sentido, de plasmar una candidatura con registro, pero

necesariamente de otro partido. ™

Old divisions, new split

The split that took place in 1985 and led to the creation of the Corriente Democritica
followed the lines of the divisions between the técnicos and the politicos, cardenistas and
Alemanistas. The Corriente with the politico background blamed the technocrats for
implementing the severe neoliberal program regardless the damage it caused to the
popular masses. At one point the progressive technocratization left the cardenista
politicos aside and conflict becamc incvitable. Kathleen Bruhn comments: “De la Madrid
had broken an informal rule of the game that required the government to share power, to
have in its composition people of different sectors of population, of different political
currents, of different ages, of different parts of the country. (Before), it was a mosaic
where somehow there was, inside ... a capacity to influence the course of the country at a
plural bargaining table™ (Bruhn, p. 86). The political crisis encouraged political and

ideological polarization. Munoz Ledo explains:

“(...) certain conservative government policies in the late 1950s sought
liguidate the progressive wing of the PRI (which we represented), by taking
away the freedom of speech enjoyed by members of congress and by reducing

important organizations to mere instruments of centralized power 80

7 In: Paco Ignacio Taibo II, Cardenas de Cerca, Una entrevista biografica,Grupo Editorial Planeta,
Mexico, 1994, p. 75
¥ In: Gil, Carlos G., Hope and Frustration, p. 193
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De la Madrid says:

“Murioz Ledo y Cdardenas vieron con claridad que si llegaba a la presidencia
de la Republica alguien que no comparticse sus ideas de populismo,
tercermundismo y expansion estatal, volverian a quedar fuera de los puestos
de mando, cosa que les resultaba poco atractiva, Su lucha encontré un terreno
Jfértil en la busqueda colectiva de mecanismos mas democrdticos, mas abicritos

en ¢l quehacer politico ™'

Frente Democrdatico

National Assembly of the PRI takes place every threc years and the partisan program is
adapted to the changing political environment. The members of the Corriente
Democratica were invited to the National Assembly of 1987 but did not gain support for
their demands focusing mainly on denationalization, dept repayment and intcrnal
democratization. To Corriente’s disappointment the PRI never admitted the Party ever

deviated form the principles of the Revolution. Cardenas comments:

“In the course of the 1 3" Party Congress, held in the March 1987, we were
bitterly criticized. I would say that from that moment on, the Corriente grew
even as we strongly rejected the Party’s authoritarianism. We broke relations
with the party and devoted our efforts to strengthening our movement
throughout the country at the same time that we continued to demand a call for

a national convention and for the opening of the precandidate registry "

1 Madrid, p. 745
82 Idem, p. 156
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As the PRI disregarded the Corriente’s demands at the 13™ Party Congress, it became
clear that within the PRI was no space for this kind of opposition and Cardenas was

officially expelled from the party.

This situation had a side effect of presenting the opposition with an opportunity. Once the
Corriente Democratica had broken definitively with the PRI, Cuauhtémoc was free to run
independently for presidency. His candidacy was announced in July 1987 and immediately
won support of the Authentic Party of the Mexican Revolution and other smaller parties
from the left, including Mexican Socialists (formerly communists) Party, which in the
early 1960 collaborated with the MLN. This electoral coalition was called Democratic
Front. The independent candidacy for the president, encouraged people to express their
hostility toward the PRI and the negative effects of austerity. The social consequences of
the economic crisis, the PRI’s handling of it, and the inability of most groups to get to
influence in the political affairs prepared voters for abandonment of loyal apathy. When
Cardenas seemed the mostly likely candidate to punish the PRI, he won much of this
available protest vote.

Cérdenas’s campaign took place in the context of disillusionment: The economic crisis
augmented the chances of success of Cardenas’s campaign. Pushed by the economic crisis
in the Wall Street in October 1987, De la Madrid devaluated the peso. Before 1988 popular
discontent did not seriously affect election results or cause riots and disturbances. The
potential protest vote became active in part because the precarious electoral campaign gave
importance to the presidential elections, in part because Cardenas personally awoke
unprecedented enthusiasm and in part because the voters” were encourage by the

emergence of the fresh and new political option.

The inherited charisma

Cardenas’s potential success was determined by his capacity to make voters believe he

is a viable candidate of political change and democratization. A letter quoted in Gilly’s
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“Cartas a Cuauhtémoc illustrates the mistrust Cardenas had to face, being a member of

PRI since his 20s:

“(...) Yo quisiera suber si de verdad usted ya no tiene nada que ver con el PRI,
porquesi usted va a seguir de parte de ellos va a salir la misma cosa que si

'

votaramos por el PRI, nosostros los Mexicanos necesitamos un cambio.’

The following part of the letter explains the reason why Cardenas came to be seen as a
reliable option by the popular sectors. Apart of the external factors mentioned above
(economical crisis), Cardenas took advantage of the symbolical connection to his father

and skillfully managed his “revolutionary”legacy:

“(...) nos encontramos algunos campesinos con el Corazén puesto Sr.
Cuauhtémoc a luchar por su camparia, con la esperanza de ver si aquellas
leyes de su padre (...) vuelvan a favor de sus campesinos, porque ahovita en la
época que nos encontramos ya nos estan rigiendo las leyes de un Porfirio

Diaz. "%

In fact, the use of the revolutionary symbolism employed by the PRI’s dissent
coincided with external factors, which created a credible link between the rhetoric
(vindication of the democratic principles), the demand for the democratization of the
system and the visible and evident macroeconomic situation. This strategy meant to

highlight the discrepancies between the rhetoric and actions of the government.

The FDN did not have activist, the support base and the resources to mobilize huge
crowds that would devotedly expressed support to Cardenas at public rallies. The leftist
presidential candidate nevertheless had the advantage to call upon his personal charisma,
which virtually had different layers and to the extent was beyond Cardenas himself. The
appeal of Cardenas was for most part due to the connection between Cuahtémoc’s leftist

ideology stressing equity and social justice (in contrast to the neoliberalism) and the

83 Adolfo Gilly, pp. 33-34
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personal and political ideology of his father. Cuauhtémoc was seen as an upholder of the
inherited revolutionary legacy of his father and served himself as a symbolical bridge
between the present and the past when the principles of the Revolution were respected. A
retired soldier from California expressed his faith in the transcendence of Lazaro’s

legacy:

“(...) Para salvar a la patria de la ruina, se necesitaria un Lazaro Cdrdenas
con el valor y la Honestidad para castigar y desterrar a todos los causantes de

. ’!S'}
la ruina.

Gilly states that the quasireligious devotion to Cardenas was due to “the myth of the
son that returns to vindicate the betrayed father”, which was a result of “the utopia of
those who waited for the father who never returned and who now follow the son to
avenge erase the grievances received since then” (Gilly, p. 38). According to Gilly this

legendarization of Lazaro Cardenas’ legacy fittingly expressed a peasant from Zacatecas:

“Dicen que anda un hijo del general... Hay que apoyarlo”™

In another letter a group of inmates writes:

“Estimado Cuauhtémoc Cdrdenas Solorsano: tu papa fue nuestro tata 'y asi lo
seguimos considerando porque el no ha muerto, te manda a ti para que veas
como estamos sus hijos, para que veas si se esta cumpliendo su mandato como

. ’ . )186
lo mando cuando estuvo presidente de México.

The surname “Cardenas” gave the Corriente Democratica and consequently to the FDN
a backup of the revolutionary authority and symbolism identifying Cardenas- son with his

father, one of the icons of the Mexican Revolution. The movement thus consciously

% Idem, p. 30
® Idem, p. 38
% Idem, p. 49
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identified its political project with the revolutionary tradition. In the message to the co-

party men the members of the Corriente argued that:

“(.) Por nuestra parte, mantencmos la disposicion al dialogo, pero nos
reservamos el derecho de solicitar la aplicacion de los preceptos
correspondientes contra quienes, de toda evidencia han actuado con
deslealtad a la Revolucion, al partido y a los intereses de clase que

7
supuestamente representan”™

Carlos Lugo Chavez quotes one of the fundamental points of the last speech of

Cardenas” campaign:

“El proyecto historico de la Nacion, iniciado en 1910 y enriguecido con la
Reforma y la Revolucion, que se sustenta en la busqueda de libertad, la
independencia, la democracia, la soberania la justicia, el apego a las normas
constitucionales y la igualdad, ha sido deliberada y sistemdticamente atacado
por la presente administracion. El agravamiento de la injusta distribucion de
la riqueza, la cultura, el poder, y el franco abandono de la tradicion y el
camino revolucionarios por parte del gobierno, son elementos centrales de la

coyuntura electoral...”*

According to this logic, the FDN was a righteous upholder of the old revolutionary
principles and the only legitimate entity to lead the revolutionary project. As the
Revolution was considered a key national symbol (along with others, mentioned in the
Cardenas” speech), those who managed to convince the public that they are credible
administrators of the symbol, could declare theii political goals as truly Mexican, in
harmony with the princip'les of the 1910, Constitution of 1917, Lazaro Cardenas etc.

Those who opposed the project, in contrast are depicted as less Mexican, since are

¥ De la Vega, p. 325- 326
8 Chavez, p. 34
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opposing the nationally symbol. This notion was not expressed explicitly but was
disguised in the economic rhetoric. Neoliberaism was identified by the FDN's discourse
as policy that favors only foreigners and brings only negative effects on the Mexicans. In
a speech on 29" November 1988 Cardenas distinguished clearly the national project
(following the principles of the Revolution) from the neoliberal one (which favors mostly

foreign investors):

“Estamos convocando a luchar por recuperar el camino de la Revolucion
Mexicana, la ejecucion por el puchlo de su proyecto nacional, que es el de una
socicdad democratica y plural en lo politico, con una justa distribucion de
riqueza nacional y que ofrezca oportunidades reales de mejoramiento y
superacion para todos los Mexicanos.

(..)

Luchamos con los mexicanos de conviccion nacionalista contra el

sometimiento de la nacion a dictados del exterior y contra la intromision

extranjera en nuestros asuntos politicos, economicos y de seguridad ¥

The special charisma of the FDN’s leader balanced the organizational weakness, as the
FDN consisted out of twelve separate organizations and parties (three parties of the legal
registry, five parties without legal registry, and four popular civic movements). As
Kathleen Bruhn points out, “thc organization may not be strictly necessary for first
election success if mobilization conditions hold, but it becomes extremely relevant to
consolidation over time” (Bruhn, p. 136). The FDN thus could not “survive” the first

elections, unless it turns into a regular party.

8 In, Cérdenas Cuauhtémoc Cardenas Solorzano, Nuestra Lucha Apenas Comienza, Los Grandes

ProblemasNacionales, Editorial Nuestro Tiempo, México, 1988, p. 41- 43
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After the elections
Miguel de la Madrid offers his perspective on the elections of 1988:

“Mas tarde estableci contucto con Jorge de la Vega y le pregunté:
- ¢Coémo andamos en cifras?
- No tengo- me respondio.
- ¢Cémo, Gobernacion no te ha informado?
- No, el sistema de computo del PRI no sirve.
Entonces explique lo que me habia dicho Bartett, y escuche su sorpresa. Le
pregunte que pensaba al respecto y me contesto:
- Hay que proclamar el triunfo del PRI: es una tradicion que no podemos

. . L 090
romper sin causar gran alarma en la ciudadania™

Almost all observers denounced the elections as fraudulent. Although it is impossible to
prove to what extent the fraud changed the outcome, the evidence clearly shows that the
fraud benefited the PRI’s presidential candidate Carlos Salinas de Gortari and Cérdenas
was the victim. The studies of UNAM for example revealed the altered voter registry, the
incidents of robbery of ballot boxes reported by the opposition parties, the mysterious
“computer crash” of the brand new system that monitored the elections on 6™ July almost
and the abrupt voter turnout, destroyed the credibility of the electoral result. Although the
authorities did lack official electoral results from the Federal Electoral Comission, PRI
president Jorge de la Vega immediately announced Salinas’ had won a “decisive, legal

and incontestable victory”

Miguel de la Madrid describes the atmosphere in the Congress during his last State of

the Union on 1% September:

“(...) Al pretender interpelarme (Mufioz Ledo) se levanté de su curul y

caminé hacia el podio: de inmediato fue asediado por fotografos y reporteros

* Madrid, p. 816
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¥, naturalmente por personal del Estado Mayor Presidencial, que dejo claro
que le impediria el acceso a la tribuna. Entonces Murioz Ledo trato en varias
ocasiones de llamar mi atencion y, como no lo logro, decidié abandonar el
recinto. Esto ocurrié en medio de gritos de apoyo de sus seguidores, los
legisladores del Frente Democratico Nacional. Esa griteria fue ahogada por
los gritos de “Meéxico, México” y después de “traidor”, con los que los

priistas lo despidieron dcl salén.””!

The Cardenistas” failure to take the power at their peak in 1988 left them only the
option to establish as an opposition party. Moreover, the FDN was an incoherent
conglomerate of diverse ideological currents kept united by the single presidential
candidacy. After the election ideological differences and conflicts of interest reemerged
and led to the disintegration of the movement.

The FDN well suited to the task of creating a successful political option but did not
achieve to consolidate as a political force.

The coalition that joined the new party, still maintained the fundamental ideological
incoherence and divisions of the FDN. It is mostly for this reason the party has
traditionally relied on the strong position of the leader. The party” representatives tried to
turn the one of its weakest points (ideological vagueness) into an advantage claiming that
“everybody” can identify with it. The PRD, since the foundation proudly was building
the image of a party for “everybody”, the party of the masses a real party of the nation a

real party of the Revolution.

The Party of the Democratic Revolution

On 30" November was published in La Jornada the “Manifest to the Nation” dedicated

to the “compatriots”, where the principles of the new emerging party were described:

°! Idem, p. 836
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“El Partido de la Revolucion Democratica convoca:

A construir 'y fortalecer organizaciones dcmocrdticas, progresistas 'y
revolucionarias que sean verdaderos instrumentos para recuperar Rnuestra
dignidad y nuestras libertades.

A la edificacion del Partido de la Revolucion Democrdtica, que recoja y
proyecte la creatividad y el empuche politico de la sociedad en su
determinacion de conquistar el poder y establecer una Republica justa e
independiente.

Al reforzamiento de todas las acciones que consoliden el Frente Democrdtico
Nacional como alianza estratégica para el logro de la cabal soberania y de la
democratizacion del pais.

A la lucha cotidiana de todos los mexicanos honestos, de todos los patriotas
por rescatar nuestros derechos politicos, econdmicos y sociales y conquistar

Juntos una nueva Nacion, libre de oprobio y la servidumbre”™*

At the first National Congress of the PRD (on November 16- 20, 1990) Cardenas as an
only candidate for the presidency of the party stated that the heterogeneity of the party
was an advantage and was an alleged evidence of its democratic character, in contrast to
the undemocratic PRI

The reliance of the Party on charisma and its character as a fusion party made difficult
the institutionalization as Cardenas” authority was to the large extent neprenosna. The
Charismatic authority gave Cardenas unmatched influence over decisions in the party.

The personal loyalties toward the party leader were the major source of identification
and as Bruhn points out, "it was never altogether clear what the party was and what it
stood for” (Bruhn, 196). Many perredistas came into the party with strong but different
ideological goals the party almost never managed to reach a united position.

One of the means to explain PRD’s ideological vagucness PRD is to analyze the subject
of this ideology along with the goals, which this ideology seeks to achieve”: The

ambition of the PRD is not to approach a certain layer of the Mexican society, but rather

%2 La Jornada, 10 Dicember, 1988
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the society as a whole. The ideology was designed to mobilize the nation against the
undemocratic (and foreign) rule to achieve the democracy, which is put in correlation

with the “national” tradition of the Mexican Revolution.

Party Institutionalization

PRD’s defined its profile as a party of “everybody” with ambitions to win majority of
the votes and defeat thc PRI. Cardenas attacked the traditional basis of the PRI
(campesinos and obreros), gaining support also in highly developed regions in the center
and the north of the country. The retake of the traditional basis of the PRI was a part of
party’s assumption, certain sectors were disfavored due to the side effect of party-
enforced neoliberal project. The party declared itself a real inheritor of the revolutionary

tradition and other national symbols, used almost exclusively by the PRI to the date:

“El daguila impresa en el blanco no ha sufrido en el transcurso de los arios
cambios sustantivos y la bandera ha sostenido su origen 'y significado que
para los mexicanos de hoy en dia es sustancia de la nacionalidad, producto de
nuestras raices indigenas y del mestizaje con el espariol.

Y vienen a cuento la bandera de don Agustin no tanto por éste por su
parecido ideologico con el actual gobierno ni por su significado, sino cuanto
por sus colores verde, blanco y colorado, que en el 1929 fueron utilizados en
el logotipo del Partido Nacional Revolucionario, que al cambio de su nombre
al PNR se mantuvieron y que posteriormente se institucionalizo en el actual
partido en le podcr. Apropiados de estos colores no quieren y no permiten
autoritariamente que otros partidos los puedan utilizar como si los colores de
arcoiris fuesen de su patrimonio (...).

(...) no lograron todo su objetivo, pero si impidieron que el simbolo del
PRD, que es un sol, no tenga los colores de arcoiris, que son también los de

I4 . ’ 793
nuestro labaro patrio

> Maldonado, p. 302
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The PRD’s ideological imprecision initially helped to bind a diversc movement around
the specific short-term goal of electing Cardenas in 1988. In the post- electoral era the
ideological diversity made difficult the development of a common platform, common
long term goals.

Not too far from FDN’s short term strategy, PRD’s goal was a restoration of the
abandoned ideals that have been systcmatically ignored by the governing elite.
Nonetheless this bond was destined to weaken after the short- term goal was not
achieved. The insistence of the party leaders on their original goals virtually impeded the
consolidation of the party. As Bruhn points out, “consolidation of « party’s organization
affects its incoherence, stability, discipline, and capacity to act as a unit, and hence to its
ability to influence politics and above and beyond its level of political support” (Bruhn,
p.13). Cardenas” party was thus unable to translate its initial electoral support in a real
political influence as a consolidated political party. The PRD did not keep up with
changing political contexts. As a result, “the new party founded by Cardenas in the
aftermath of 1988 shrink from 31% of the vote to just 8% in only three years. Though it
recovered to 17% in 1994, the Partido de la Revolucién Democratica (PRD) still lost
ground everywhere compared to 1988, despite increasingly clean elections...” (Bruhn, In:
Serrano, p. 114). What worked during the lection in 1988 fell short in 1994 partly due to
the use of outworn symbols, which fit in 1988 to symbolically express government’s
neoliberal project was alien to the Mexican nation, but in 1994 this strategy no longer

matched the changed political situation. The rhetoric remained much the same as in 1988:

“1994 marca el momento de terminar con los excesos y desviaciones del
régimen politico posrevolucionario, asi como del actual modelo econémico
neoliberal, y de restaurar la legalidad constitucional. Llamamos a todos los
ciudadanos mexicanos a hacer suya a enriquecer a esta plataforma electoral y
votar en los comicios federales de 1994 por los candidatos del Partido de la

. s ree 194
Revolucion Democratica

4 plataforma electoral 1994, p.2
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The criticism of the neoliberalism was fruitful while the crisis affected major part of the
voters, when the economy recovered from the recession and voters received economic
outputs again, the criticism of the ncoliberalism ceased to be an effective strategy to win

voter’s support:

“Lo que mas preocupa es el futuro que aguarda a Mexico bajo el proyecto
neoliberal: un sector econémico altamente modernizado pero rodeado de
miseria, taras e improductividad. Una economia que tiende a concentrar la
riqueza de manera tan desequilibrada no puede ser compatible con una vida

democrdtica (...)".%

The neoliberal ideology was portrayed as “foreign” and so were its political defenders.
The opposition labeled the government as undemocratic though its arguable PRI’s regime

of the 1990s was less democratic than the one of Lazaro Cardenas’.

“El gobierno actual ha propiciado directa o indirectamente la
subordinacion de México al extranjero. (...)

En los ultimos afios se ha venido acrecentado la dependencia del pais en sus
relaciones y vinculos con le exterior. En lugar de la fidelidad a una valiosa
tradicién en materia de politica exterior, el gobierno ha optado por el camino
facil y engaioso de las concesiones. En los hechos ha subordinado su
actuacion internacional a la busqueda obsesiva de una relacion especial con

el gobierno estadounidense "

Finally, the PRD refused the institutionalization in principle, to highlight the contrast
with the “old” and “bureaucratic” PRI. The grassroots origin of the FDN translated into

the party structure and determined party’s relations with social movements. In fact, the

% 1dem, p. 10
¢ Idem, p. 14

38




party often ostensibly showed mutual support of social movements of various origins.
Before the elections in 1994, Cardenas identified publicly with the Zapatista movement
in Chiapas, claiming, both, PRD, and the guerillas in the jungle were fighting against the
same evil: the government , which introduced foreign neoliberal ideology, and had driven

the country out of the traditional support of the “campesinos™:

“Los acontecimientos de Chiapas, como ningun otro hecho, dejan al
descubierto los efectos nocivos de los retrocesos de la legislacion agraria
impuestos en las reformas de 1991 y 1992. Entre las causas profundas del
conflicto que vive la republica a raiz del levantamiento armado que se produce
en Chiapas, se encuentran los despojos violentos de tierras de las
comunidades, la miseria y las enormes desigualdades svciales y econdmicas,
generadas entre otros factores, por la aplicacion viciada de la ley y la falta de

.. TR
solucion a los problemas agrarios™"”

In May 1994, Cardenas headed to Chiapas at the invitation of the zapatista leader
Subcomandante Marcos. This strategy did not help to the image of the party, supporting a
group that provoked a violent uprising, which most of the Mexican sees a “war”.
Cardenas did not give the voters clue about what would the party stand for, since

supported a radical leftist armed movement and claims to be democratic at the same time.

PRD’s constant reclamation of an electoral fraud in almost any occasion limited the
credibility of the party when a real fraud occurred. In addition, the voters did not see
incentives to support the PRD, being assured that another fraud would take place. At the
end of 1994, a new figure, Lopez Obrador entered to the national political scenario,
impugning the electoral results in the state Tabasco, when he did not get to be a governor
by PRD. After another Cuauhtemoc’s electoral defeat in 2000, Obrador would replace

the unsuccessful presidential candidate in the leadership of the Party.

7 Idem, p. 51
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In the highly contested elections in 2000, Cardenas was unable to choose the right
political campaign to unite opposition voters against the PRI. Lawson sustains, that
“Cardenas’ campaign was contradictory. For instance the campaign devoted huge sums
of money to television advertisements, but Cardenas himself invested vast amounts of
time in one-on- one exchanges with individual supporters and petitioners. The PRD also
largely failed to make effective usc of its network of local activists” (Lawson, p. 16). We
can conclude, that in the 2000's presidential elections voter’s attitudes toward change and
democracy alter remarkably. Arguably, Cuauhtémoc contributed to the political pluralism
and promotion of democracy during 1990s but failed to find suitable strategy to translate
the initial support into votes. The institutionalization of the party neither occurred when
Cuauhtémoc was substituted in the leadership of the party by younger politician Andrés
Manuel Lopéz Obrador. The presidential candidate for the elections in 2004 did not
change fundamentally the structure of the party, preserving the structure heavily relying

on the charismatic leader.

Conclusion

The object of the analysis was not the Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD) itself,
neither the political system, which shaped the conditions under which the party emerged.
I did not analyze the revolutionary tradition either, because it simply does not exist as
such but rather is a subjective interpretation of history and its content depends on the one
who is making the interpretation. The object of my analysis was the artificial use of
history in the political process.

As a mentioned in the introduction the motive for my rcsearch was to find a parallel to
the experience with domestic politics. We can extract something like a common basis,
which possibly can be applied to other political systems: the national symbols used in the
political process are not a manifestation of nationalism in the traditional meaning: 1) the
actors who operate with the national symbols scarccly imagine new symbols, rather
retake the existing ones. Why? History and historical (national) symbols serve only as

tools to attain further goals. If there are other tools available for a politician, he uses them
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too or instead. So the historical traditions and national symbols are not an object of
interest of a politician, unless it can be useful for his particular ends. In contrast to a
nationalism which can be bricfly defined as an ideology, which supports the creation of
national states, the use of national symbols by particular political actors usualiy does not
seek the rewriting of the existing maps. It uses the historical references to achieve
popular support, trying to confuse voters, incorporating the particular goals of the
politician in the existing national tradition, giving the impression these ends are
compatible with the long- term national goals. These way political actors reccive a sort of
divine approval for their politics. This strategy works as long as it author seems credible
as an inheritor of the traditions he is operating with. Whoever makes it, does only
temporarily. We can conclude that the PRD did make to convince a big part of Mexicans,
that their goals are a part of an essential national tradition, which pursue democracy, but
the strategy was efficient only in the first elections in 1989, but failed to convince in the
following elections. 2) The nationalist references serve exclusively to back up the elite at
power or the one that tries to get to the power. It is not an anonymous effort (either
fictitious or real) to elevate the community to higher standards (material or cultural) as
nationalisms pretend to do, but is a very particular effort of concrete people to gain votes,
presenting their authors as “speakers of the nation”.

The Party of the Democratic Revolution retook the symbolism of the Mexican
Revolution since it was a unique mean of political communication compromising the
ruling party and presenting the Party of the Democratic Revolution as a national
vanguard. A big part of the principles of the Constitution of 1917 never had come into
effect, so the process of the Revolution can be declared as undone and virtually never
ending, waiting for the brave politicians, with capacity and strength to implement the
revolutionary principles. The opposition, vindicating the Constitution of 1917, according
to this logic, point at the fact, the ruling party had pursued these old principles only in the
bright moments of the 20" century (during the presidency of Lazaro Cardenas above all).
The PRD thus declared the Revolution was unfinished and the PRI was not only
unwilling to carry on with the Revolution but in fact the party itself was the biggest
obstacle of the Revolution, since from the 1980s deviated from the revolutionary path

toward “foreign” neoliberalism. The PRD had proclaimed the real politics in Mexico
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should follow the authoritative tradition of the Mexican Revolution. It was allegedly
necessary to retake the old principles to prevent the country became run by “foreigners”
and “traitors”. In effect, the left opposition proposed to enforce policies similar to those
of Lazaro Cardenas, espccially in the economy. The nationalism of the Party of the
Democratic Revolution did nevertheless hardly be convincible if it wasn’t complemented
by another strong ideology or principle. In this case, the PRD was making Mexicans
believe the democracy and the never- ending Revolution were part of one process, since
the pursuit of democracy was inherent to the Revolutionary tradition. The Party thus
could operate during its emergence with two triumphs: with revolutionary tradition,
which served to 1) blacken PRI’s reputation as a fake administrator of the revolutionary
principles 2) and to offer a feasible political option, acceptable to the popular sectors and
other parts of society. At the same time the PRD vindicated the principle of democracy,
presenting themselves as a feasible option, claiming that the “time was now” to break
with the dictatorship. The mix-up of the historical/ national symbols with the struggle for
democracy had a synergetic effect in the political campaign. We can witness the similar
pattern in most of the regimes in transition: the political group, which is challenging the
regime, usually uses nationalism as a complement for their, say, “main ideology”
(communism as well as democracy or any other “higher principles”): even in Czech
Republic, during the revolution of 1989, the opposition depicted the ruling communists as
“foreigners” or “traitors”, collaborating with the Soviets™. I could list a lot of other
manifestations of nationalism present during the revolution when the communist regime
was being toppled. But more important than that is to mention the astonishing parallel to
the situation in Mexico in 1988 and 1989: thc opposition was following the similar
pattern, using nationalism as a back-up for the struggle for democracy. We can conclude
that the political actors who employ nationalism in their political campaigns tend to use it
as a complement for another goal or ideology. This goal or ideology is thus seen as
inherently national and has more effective propaganda drive.

The revolutionary tradition was a result of a consistent government effort and is not a
permanent, let alone it is not going to be a supreme national symbol in the future. Diverse

tradition are constantly competing for supremacy, similarly as ‘“carrancismo” with

%8 See: Holy, pp. 56- 64
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“maderismo” etc. as 1 adumbrated in the introductory chapters. Depending to the
dominant media and political discourse, new symbols and traditions are to rise and
compete with the existing tradition of the Mexican Revolution. The democratic regime
established in 2000 might bring about new traditions and will redefine the old ones. If the
PRD fails to win the elections and gain more influence in the media, their interpretation
of history will be destined to oblivion as well as their vindication of the Mexican

Revolution.
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productiva, o despajo a fos shormdores y el inmoral enrlquectmiento
mbs;'o. cadn vex més reducido, de ecpeculadores dentro ¥ fuers del aparsio
guberna

Le aguds cvncenmnén delingreso v la mucu que estamos viviendo se ha
m:miéo. & s vez, en la concentracidn arbliracia del poder, en In manipuls-
gé!ndc medksdc hl 'm’clr:!‘m el corp vimy

o8 g | olacién per Frabi

sultado de todo elle, nohmvn una agxio J:xemm Selas relnciones wciaks y
dei tjercicio del M« pﬂblm que, tras s pretensidn de modernidad tecnocrd-
tica y con ls nutoeslificecion de centro progresistx, ha (mplnud-o un
de privilegion que responde 3 una alianza con los centros interna-

bre, Cuauhté

E1194ds Chrdenss confirmé la dnics solucién coa-
forme % derecho: “N“m 4a amino que no pase pot o sulraglo especifico y &k
recto conduce » Ik legitimidad. Se trata de volver s fa vida de la oomt{mdm
tidad pars que ¢l pueblo exprese su reconocimicnto y asf legitime™,

HACIA LA DEMOCRATIZACION DEL PAIS

En das recientes, se ha Intendfcado s Hamada sl didlogo ¥ & 1a concertacidn
en b‘lkl, segdn se dice, del interds nacional. Parece extraho, y que desde los
inkcios de Ia pers disculir idess,
ﬁﬂbkm“ programas y hechos trascendentales que 3 todes involucran,

on desoidas y rechazadas Mn mayor trdmlte. Probablementd no 1 nos cone’

sideraban enfoncey |

MNinguna de los p ¥ sanear In ghecelén ¥ e
nh!zcer l&b{t bases de kgﬁmkhd un nmina dc genyinas sol fue
iwndldo En v calldad 6: del podet, sapy L0

ll ¥y apod de ios instr ma -

n iu‘o distribulr las sob 1 o que ea re-
Ilid:d umm lexmmu rkmdu del pucblc. ﬁxtmdmmn dmpuh s a itimb
35l el origen Hlegal de su
padel y ;hor mdd-nn doblegada a md- auténticn oposicidn, tienden
puentes dc dmozc. eu expera dencm 90{ olvido ¥ Ia clavdicncidn, el

1O ienen derecho.
Siemp hemos » mg de k raxdn poiiun como base garn ]
que

cionales y sus personsros domdsiicos que pretesden seguin dss et
rumba del pals.
El pueblo mexicano s mavilizd en 1a Jornade histdrica del & de julio y votd
dmo«himmcm: contrx este proyecio de destruccidn aacional, & pesar de |u
n que sif s enfrencaric & una maquinars bmwitia
apmﬁnmw d:louecww’d:mmdén.uqucfwmm
de la democeacis mexieans se ha easformado, por & corupeida v o
rmda. .Y mm colctiv que habirmmios de eeventie #n In madidda sn que

scta in 1 de nuertrat posiciones y pringi

Ls dnmisuihdc defraudar ol voto hid muz P m o large
de todo ol La peepaeaci fada del padedn chectoral unepdn
a prorrogas el registro de o4, ¢l control arblicarlo e los medios de infor-
macidn wa 1 nI Iidaic ofictal, la ci6n masive de recursos
fiscales par: ha Jencis do una kﬁlﬁk\n lhc:ont
mﬂdcmocritica X obstruces 2 0 by repr

d les, of voto mill of robo de Ias um

In man ﬁ:.uién o of depdst jos y In adullen~
2i6n de 1as actas de escrutinio, icat recurrentes que null

wict
derecha comtizuclonal dd sufm;(o efectivo. Para in mayoria del pueblo de
Méxko no quede dudz alguna respecta af triunfe deln hmus dmocrweu.

Diversas fuentes politicas, legaler y estadisticas dem: Et

mero de diclembre deberfs ocupar la Presidencin dela 'ﬁq:dbﬂcu et Cuani

moc Cirdeoas.

LA !LEG!T!MIDAD DEL NUEVO GOBIERNO

Nuestra m‘hud ha sido, fabil fento » in legali-

dad pepublicana, m m awamdd fnudc uudlms 8 todar las instancin
mod que o Comio

rlmmu poria ky P

de s
veriflear ol odm aaﬁdﬂm lanot«tfecﬁm Lumau !whimpou-
dn arbitraria ';“la tacidn dsf del

que ojoy

Yog 1

.} wr itro

touls de Jos Estad

1 macidy de la saberanin

enizadimient aumnnm

metimiento. Estamos en am!ao. tdeb«ti: ik
a I8 Nxcién, Ello ex!.e uns agends predu qut no eluds las cuestiones esen-
d:m o mnm 34 :mdnmm legd del poder ;éwco Adomis a:oqnim
una

que
racla mm!dén dcmocmlc: def pafa, asi como o respeto & I sutonomix de

partes,

Lz bﬁaquedll d:'k compromisos demands un marco adecunds que oo puede
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d¢ reglaa bdsicas para une mvi'wnda digna y ch' {zxda, que supone ¢l cese &
la represidn, h Intﬁntidaciéc, desinformacion, ¢l uso abusivo de Jos medios
dycomunicacin ol comdla sboirde faeondiclons] e (ude ool Ro-
sufta fm qneu Vo3 a detaparicidn del siste-
ma de partido de Estade, Ix sliminacion del
mas de corrupeidn e qua s funds ¢ autoritarismo imper:

L1 democratizacidn exlge una nueva sctitod y un nmbia radical en fas
priccdades nacionales, en (o externa y en jo Inferno, m nueva politica econd-
mica y un impulso decidido al desazcolio social. Tmpli comqu
ggammn Ta dignidad, ia seguridad y o pat immcxl«au.

63 101 procetos alectors que ra la sdmi i6n de justicls, mdmg;
: y que en o o)
dad de fot habl del dlatrito Fedens!, culs
Iitics, #n Ta gacantis de todas !n libertades y en ol respeto a las tradiclones ¥
culturar que conforman o m{ut:bn demands también, In aftrs
L] yeconém!adeh Nacidn, ia suspensidn de la
de al exterior v & Is alta burocrscia, ia-

Tucha efectiva contrs of mpobrecimisnts del pueblc ¥ In destruccidn de su me-
dlo amblente, ¢ enriquecinlents mcandaloso v " pb«mmm, o gﬁo}q
wiaris de los ¥ o aband productive,
a;!gpd&adc ug AuevD prayecto Mdamleonumidcpm 10dok en be
todas,

Maniendremos relaciones con o ;ouzm g4 hecho, & electo de no vlolenm
ti ouicn pidiico, Serdn desde los b (h in-

mnelbemﬂdmudehnﬂﬂucm{ku!ddpmmdmu
mcddumureﬁba yutomrmm disp alla
de ta jos Rjados en 1 Constitucion, muevas y tr

o mdcn jul-dtco, propusimo of didiogo entre

Nuestras cayeron enzlvacio y fueon sisterndticamente descalifi-
cudas, por o i nnna dz! insulto y Ia distorsidn. Los esfuerzos por en-
contrar, en bemeficlo def interds nupericr de la Nacldn, R CAUCE TEDD ¥

' EL PARTIDO DE LA REVOLUCION DEMOCRATICA

y toclales, desde la i & et ) 2
fos cargos de rspreunmm Qque ¢ puetio nos he coaflado cor m volo.

CONVOCA:
A mmu{r ¥ Joriokecwr orpenizeciones democrdticas, progresistes

nado panwlrénherkhcmhndwd, -d como 1§ d dn politics

de mu;x:g la pax pabilon, han recibido Ia incomprensién y of rechazo srro-
ante

s Se ha dicho que ol godiarno un!maundnpuﬁrddpﬂm.dedi-

clembre, obiendrd Is conforme pongs ea marchs eficien-

tes pm encarar slgunos de jos mmga a8 naclonaks.

tin diswmon x mw-k o beneficia de Ix duds

feente n enside
bucpl, umm«&mﬂndmdum&muluém Debs-
um thphm ﬁmﬂdmteﬂeum.mlwwyao
porque 1y viclo de orlgm o

ab}}.

PARTIDO DE LA REVOLUCION DEMOCRAT!CA
_ COMITE PROMOTOR NACIONAL

,f“ seon Insirumentos pery recuperar nwesing ‘ﬂnw td

A In edificacidn del Partido de la Rnotucida Democrética, que recofs
yecte L& creativided x o polltico de mfcdod o 5 mlmcg(;
mmgubfﬁ o 2 4 -

fw
>3 No?’owlcemv aﬂmuntmfcimmvfm d¢ la cabel sobeeania y bn
demovrotizaciin del pai
A taluche miidfcudc :MNMWM de rodos Jox patriotas,
rexculor autstron fikcas, r
mlox [ iad nmNadu litwe dclapmbfo_vh m&J:m&v

wn.r 2 e avieaber de 1900 o

vy

unet Ri

wrgomivi.xmo Y dt todwy las {om s
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PARTIDO DE LA REVOLUCION DEMOCRAT{ICK?C‘,

ACTA CONSTITUTIVA OF COMITE ESTATAL pRDM%R,/”

En la Ciudad de , capital del estadc de__

, siendo las Hrs. del dfa

damicitio dode se celebra la rewnidn
del mes de_  de 1988, se inici6 la reuni6n convocada por el

Comité Nacional Promotor {CNP) del PRD para constituir el Comité Estatal -

Promotor {(CEP) correspondiente a esta entidad.

.‘a reunién fue presidida por la comisién nombrada por el CNP para el efecto,

integrada por:

tn primer lugar se hace constar que los asistentes declararon su adhesiin
al documento firmado por Cuauhtémoc Cérdenas Solorzano y un grupo ce ciuds
danos el dfa 21 de octubre de 1988, en el que se llame & la formacibn del

Partido de la Revolucidn Dempcrética.

oEn sequida, la asamblea determiné por {mayorfa o consenso)

que el CEP del PRD quade integrado por los siguientes compafe

ros.
NOMBRE DOMICILIC TELEFONO

La asamblea también determind que el CEP realice su trabajo haciendo fun

cipnar las comisiones sjguientes: - -
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La integracién de las mismas es la siguiente:

dias co-

Ademids de lo anterior se acordé que el CEP sesionard cada
4

mo minimo con el siguiente domicilio

'E Da: Fé&:
Los cor:sionados del CNP,

Firman de conformidad los integrantes del CEP.

NETIIUYe TE '
apvonuosise BUVOIRATTA

1 ACERVO WISTHICO F.8.D. |

yags - YUNS ;

105



;‘!GQ16,LQ

T

e

¥
P
&

é .

A

OCLﬁEN*OS BASICOS DEL FRENTE DEIOCR&TICO
NACRONAL (FB! Y. TtND[ NTES A LA DRCANIZA

£ION DE‘ PAQTIBO UNIFO.r

H Lo
¥
s )
- »
N 5
; .
L)
d *
-t
L]
. ’ % .
:
[
.
f
e
: i
.

3 N
i
BORRADSR DE TRABAJO
. INTERHO
Covriv e Promscribin,
AGOSTO DE 1988

106

I3

-



>

®

DOCUMENTQS

NG ICE GERERAL

[. ANTECZRCHTES Y ERTORNO POLITICO, ECARONICO Y SOCIAL !
1

CARACTERIZACION DT LA CRISIS QUE ENFRENTA LA MACION.

A. CARACTERIZACION'DE LA SITuACifi PCLITICA :
B. COMDICIONMES DE £RISIS ECOBRGRICA

¢. PRCFUNDO DETERICRO DEL BIZHESTAR SOCIAL

2. LA REVOLUCIGH FEXICANA ¥ L& DEHOCRACIA ‘ _

3

Dl ~

CLOFRENTE DEMICRATICS saClohal

Wi

A. PARTIDOS Y ORGAIIZACIONES POLITICAS CO/LIGATAC
B. COINCIDENCIAS Y DIVERGENCIAS  °
C. PrataForMa conili

D. IMTEGRACION DEL PARTIDO UHICO
<

2

4. PROYECTO MACIONALISTA, DENOCRATICG.Y PROGRESISTA vs. PRG

YECTO NEOL[BERAL.

*

-

107




" A.. PLAHTEAMIENTO DOCTRIMARIQ'
- Bu#SUSTENTO IDEGLOGICO ;
s .'&: i ' ~ - ) .

“

1. DECLARACION D€ PRIC(P10S

T ‘j’f;.v o N ¢
-};l;rePRINCiPros Y OLJETIVOS ESTRATE GIiCOS PARA SUPERAR TA CRI-
515. : - : o

B 2 peivcieios v OBJETIVGS DE ORDEM PGLITIC)
. " i o . . :

v ) . R

'

A. REIVINDICACION DE LOS PRIMCIPIOS 3% LA CONSTETUCI@N -
- DE 1917

B. IND&PEM&ENC{A Y SOBERANIA HACIONAL

‘. EJERCICIG DE LA DEMCCRACIA

CUULUTPART[CTFACTON CIUDALRNR

’

E. RESPETO AL DERECHO DE LIBRE SO»KAL{“N

-

v F. LA DEMOCRACIA ¥ LAS ORGAHIZAC!IO ss‘SGCIALEs
3 " 6., ESTADO Y SOCIEDAD CIviL :
R. PaPEL DEL ESTADD
I Esraucruaa DE LOS PODERES.

J. REESTRUCTURACION DEL PODER JJUIC:A'
K. FORTALECTIIENTO DIl FEDERALIS .

L. ADMI*!STRACION PuBiICA
%
~M BAPCL D:L EJERCITO Y LA aﬁnA

‘-,\ '.!

", GOBEERdO v SISTEHA ELECTORAL
0. GOBIERNOiY_PARTIDOb POLITICOS

108



P. GOBIERNO ¥ MEDIOS MASIVOS DE.COIUNICACIGE: - I
. Reraciones IchRnActenALES ‘
v R.POLITICA AGRARIA. s e

N

3. PRINCIPIOS v OBJETIVOS DE ORDERAE§GNGHICO}

A. ESTRATEGLA PARA €L/ DESIRAOLLO ECORGHICO HACIONAL -
B. PAPEL DEL ESTADG Lil Ui ECGHOMTA, BASE WATERIAL DE LA~ .
[ : OBERALLA : / )

: €. ImpuLso AL secvoR ssf;AL,Bs LA ECOR qn;n, B CE FUTURA

. DEL BIENESTAR |

} SRR ’ ot

D. FUNCIGN DEL SECTOR i\IVADu
£. DESARROLLO DEL nnnzu\EURAL=7_f S T

" PRIORIDAD NACIOKAL. - o
r APEOVECE AT EH ‘u~;~:;;;3"3L:5 R :%;a&érzc;;www“"w‘.”N";WA:
G. Doxiuzo DE LA HACi&il SOBRE LOS R"CHQSGS &ATUR&;ES
H, fnﬁusrﬂin EXTRACTIVA ¥ DE TRAﬂaFOd*#C éa

‘I COMUNMICACIONES ¥ TRANSPORTES |

Jo EL TURILSHO CTiM0 FALCTOR DE DESARRCLLO ‘

K, CIENCIA Y TECHOLGGIA PARA €L DESARROLLO ~

L. CoMercio IuTERIOR

M. COMERCIO EXTERIOR .
N. POL{TICA DE FINANCIANIENTO PARA Ut DESARRGLLO BACIOHY
LISTA Y DEHOCRATICO. S I
. - LT T T
0. SECTOR FINANCIERO ST L Ly
- - :.“7 '»""’ _A' T ‘

109



- . PRInCIPIOS Y OBJETIVOS pE ORDEM SOCIAL

;,z fyf A.'GARANTIZAR EL MOJORAMTENTI £CCHONLCO, socrAL Y CULTU;b
“. " RAL DE LA POBLACIGH. :
| B. ALIHEWTACTOMN v HUTRICTON i
€. GARNHTIZAR LA SALUD
D. DERECHO A LA ViIVIENDA
. c. EDUCACIGH DEMCCRATICA
o . F bROCIGH DT LA CULTURA DE LOS TRABAJADCRES
2 6. PLAHEACIOH DEMCCRATICA DEL DESARROLLO URBANO -
¢ . 4, CoMBATE A LA ARG [NAC L0 ECOHGHITA v 50CIAL
f

FOMENTO Al EMPLEO

J. LA AFAM{LI/‘\ Y LAS RESPONSABILIDADES DE LA PAREJA

K. FROTECCION A LA HNEZ .

LPOYO A LA JUVENTHD ; ' S

’ ' M. LA MUJER EM EL SESARROLLY SOCIAL !
._ CNL LA VEJET, JUBILADOS Y ECiS IOHADOS
- 0. IncorposaCtdit BE LOS GRUPOS ETHICTS Al DESARROLLS
3
:
4
- . )
2 .
Fal ‘.',_
. B
e g T T T LT T

110




., 1L, PROGRAMA DE ACCLOHN

PROGRAMA POGLITICO

. A .

19170 . oo

¢ P i

- ‘
© O AY RSEGURAR LA SFECTIVIDAD CEL SUFRAGLO

- CIA SOCIAL _
c) AuTENTlc{DAD EN}LA PLKN; 155 DENOCRIT!CA.
D) REFERENDUM i CONSULTA POPULAR ‘ « '
E) Pﬁomosz LA [GUALDAD DE OPORTUNIDADES
£) HACSR REALIDAD Ei. DERCCHG A LA IHFORMACION
G) ABOLICIGH DE TODAS LAS FORMAS DE REPRES!GNg
B) LIZERTAD DE usoc.n, an, T 0P LRI Y TEXPRESION

i I; HACER EFECTIVO EL RECURSO DE Ah.

%

B, INDEPEMDEMCIA Y SC3IRAHIA HACICHAL,

A) DCFENSA DE LA SO2ERANIA

B) FORTALECIMIENTO DE LA IDENTIDAD Y NAC!OHALIDAD ME
NAS -

c) IWDULGO DE LA INTEGRACIGN Y \UTONCHLA_DEL PA1§

D) IMDEPEMDENCIA POLITICA Y ccouonic‘ ' ‘

*

C. EJEPLIC[O DE. LA .DEMOCRACIA

R e e

111

3 o R . J et
J) RESPETO AL DERECHG DE HUELSBA Y CORTRA LA REGUISA

) A.‘ﬁRElnyDiCACION DE L0S PRINCIPIOS DE LA LO!ST[ILL[un DE

TN
L

B) ACELERAR EL PROCZSO DE DUHMOCRACIA cca SMICA Y SUsSTI

M
W

2
DELS



112



REGLARMENTO DEL COtITE PROMOTOR NACIORAL
DEL PAKTIDO DE LA REVOLUCION DEwOCRATICA

El Comité Fromotor Nacional del ngtido de 1a Revolucidén Demo-

>

"cratica (PRD), constiiuidc en leiésamblea celebrada en la ciu-

dad de Wéxico el 21 de octubre de 1988, tiene la tgras dé im~
pulsar los travajos de formacidn del partido ern toda la Hept-
blica, para lo cual designars las comisionss y losg equipos de
trabajo q ue considere necesarios.

#1 Couité Fromotor hacional y las comisiones que se lntegren,
durardn en susg funciones nasta el dia en que se instale la Asam-
blea Nacional Congtitutiva del FRD, donde sera aprcbada la es~
tructura, las formas de organizacidn y 1los dineamientos de ac-
cida, asi como elegions 1los Srganos de direccidn naciosnsl del

pariido.

t

Ademds de lee personas propuestas por la asamblea del 21 de oc

s N P o~ - AR Y - - VRN . -
VUVLT  pihte mideBiatia wa woiimve madied ool NOT U000 cav e

de 81 leos comrdinadores ds cada una de las deuds comisiones.
EFarticipard en sus reuniones con derecho a voz y voto, un re-~
presentante de los comii€s promotores estatales ya constitul-
dog. 21 Comité Preomotor haclionzl, de acuerdo corn los criterios
eslavlecidos para su funciopamiento, deterwinars la incorpora-
cidn de nuevos integrantes gue respondan al Llamamiento hecro
el pasado 21 de octubre.

be inmediato, aserdn constituidas las sigulentes comisianes:‘

~Comigidn de Coordinacidn,

i

Comizidn de Orgauizacidn,

F BRI g L,
T GFIGON DELISCERSHCA
ACERVC SI5T421C0 9.0,

I0hS - 1094

~ Couilgidn de Divalgacidn y Frogaganda,
v

- Ceomisidn de Accidn Zlectoral,

- Comisidn de Relaciones Internacionales,
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- Comigidn de PFPinanzas,

VOIS g
| Y OEOCG Sy

ACEaVy msmmcop;“o
ivas . kif ’

- {owisidn de Ducumentos Basicos, [ i 2eve

- Comigiones de Zatudios,
928

~ Cowisidn de Derechos humanos.
El ndmero de miembros de las comisiones serd fijado por ellas
mismas, con el criteris de garantizar eficacias y capacidad'pau
ra resolver las cuestiones gue son materis de su trabajo. Los
miembros del Cormité Fromotor Nacional, a. igusl gque los demds,
golo podrdn formar parte de una de las cowmisionesg, con excep-
cion de la Comisidn de Coordinacidn.

Cads comigidn elegird un equipo coordinadrr con treg de sus
miembros, los cuaies convocarsn s las rev dones, presidiran las
asambleas y llevzrdn la relacidn de los ac ierdaos. Cada comigidsn
podrad nombrar sub—cogisianes para objetivos jrecisos.

31 CGowmité Fromotor Naclonal, 1o mismo que lss comisiones, se
esforzarin por adoster sus resoluciones y acusrdos por lé via

cande €gte 0 gea posible, los acuerdos se adop-

Ca
fol

del consenso. -

tardn por mayovria simple. Le reurnidn de todas las comisiones

e

se considerard instzlada con un qudrum de la mitad mds uno de
sus integrasntes. Juzndo no kaya gqudrum, los presentaes ped;én
formular propuestas para la siguiente reunidn.

sl Comité Frowotor Nscional se reunird una vez c=da quince dias,
como minimo, Con tres afas de anticipacion pondrd a disposi-
cidn de todus sus wmiemtros la propuesta de Urden del bia de la
reunidn.

Cada conlgidn formulara su Flan de Trabajo 2 informeria de su

cumplimiento al "Comité Fromotor Nacional, el cual podrd convo-
car 8 reuniones extraordinariass de cada comigion para examirar

el cureo de su trabajo.
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11,

-3 -

L Qonluidn de Courdinseidn esturd integrads por _ wileusbros
del Comitd kromotor macionsl y los tres coordinadores de cada
una de las comisiones. Tendrd a su carpo ia convocatoria de
lag reuniones, la solucidn de las cuegtiones que surjan entre
una y otra reunidn del Comité Haciunal Fromotor, garastizar el
cuaplimientio de los acuerdos de éste, la coomilnacidn de los
travajos de las couisisicvnes, asi como el enlace con log cowl-
tés prowotores estztules gue ae creen y todss aquellas funcio-
nes propias de la nuturaleza de la wisma cowmisgidn.

La actividad disria de la Cowmisijn de Coordinacidn serd impul-
sada por un Secretariado integrado por once personuas.

gl presenie Reglamentu sélo podrd ser wodificudo por una reu-
nidn del Comité rromotor hacionazl.

sentu gerdn decididas

Las cuestisnes no provistas en euste Kuegls

¢n lay reunivnes del Jowitd bProwotor Lacional.

wéxicw, o.F., 3 de noviewovre de 1988,

IMITTUTD D€ ESTole vt D LA
REVOLUCION DEMCUEATICA

ACERVO HISIORICr) P g D,
I ’___3086 ~ 19V

I

—— e
I
*
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\ i HE VOLUCION DEMOCRATCA

ACERVO HISTORICO PRD.
88 - 19900

s’

do miembro findador e iniciador del PARTIDC DE LA REVOLUCION DE=-

MOCRATICA que todos construiremos.

Bue millones de mexicanos podamos unirnos para alcanzar

en un futuro cercano los propdsitos enunciados en el mensaje del

14 de septiembre, que son los de todos nosotéos:

"Recuperaremos l1os ldeales histdricos de la Revolu-
cidn Mexicana, la vigencia plena de la Constitucion y la legi-

timidad de nuestro coubierno y nuestros gabernantes. Restaurare- o

116

mos i1a Repablica al fundar sus instituciones nuevas en una cul-
tura politics de libertad, racionalidad y tolerancia. bobre es-

tos cimientos sdlidor y;prafu:dpe, contra el ‘régimen caduco del

-

privilegin y la {njusticia, del partido de Estado y el cnrpérati«
vismo, de la dependencia y la corrupcidn, levantaremos una na-
cion de hombris ¥y mujeres libres e iguales ante la ;;y y ante la
vida, una patffa democrdtica y solidaria, un México para las -

mexicanos todas®,
27 C{"?C‘fé- /&S
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tito dm la fevaluc:dn Denocrdtica, can el gue el pueblo forma-

4 i
s qobiernc v transformara democraticamente a la nacibn
//( €1

! ta
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LLaAaanIENT o AL P UE BLDO MEXXTICANDOD:

La historta, de Méxica es 1A de 1a lucha del pueblo por
aobernar puestron destinos vy decldir en nuestro pain, La Inde-
pendencid, ia Reéorma v la Revalucion han sido etapas de esa tu-
cha, &n Que }a movillzacién del pueblo superd los reaimenes <
caducos, establecid nusvas instituciones y volvid a tundar 18 =

lesitinidad de 12 Repiblica y de sus gobiernos.

Emtamos nuevanents ante una de waam {ronteras de nuse-
tra nantﬁrna. €1 6 .» julio wl pueblo mexicano votd por la =
jguaidad, por la ]usti;il, por ia libertad y por canbios demo-
crhticos en el regimen pulltico imperante, Ese volto $fud igno-

rada > barlado por ol éraude y la Imposicion.

S{ los poderes del cantinuisma han resuelto pasar por =

esponsabilidad,

encima de la jecitimidad republicana, e% nasstra
camo mayoria, lughar par restablecer 18 vigencia de la Constitu~

cian~ v ¢! respetc & fas leyes.

relterando el llamade del 14 de septlembre, convocamos
a ornaanizar politicamentr la gran unidad rovolucionlrll que se -
exprerud e) & de julio y que constituird 1a garantla de la cton-

tinuldad ds nuestra accién y del triunto,

México requiere que tormemos una crganitscion gue sea

la expresion politica del cambio social ¥ cultural gQue estamos

117




e 1a constituclonalidad,

viviendo, #) partidp de la democracia,
de }a Fevalucida Mexicana, de 1a di2nicdad del puedbto ¥ c¢e) pro-
3reasa. lacesilamos un partidec nuevo que en allanza con todas lor
partidun v organizaciones denacraticas que conguistarcn la vic-

tcria del & de julio, sea oxpreaidn de la pluralidad y @l 1m1sn

tiempo Ce Ja iamcnma mana Ciudadara todavia no crganizada. Gue =~

semna recoger y prolznaar Ja gran experiencia e asto-arganlrre~

¢i10n y detensa de la dlentdad ciudadana nue han dado ¥y contina-
.

ar dando 108 comités clvicos, 108 oroanismas de defensa del ve -

to y tes miltiples formas con Que nuestro pueblo conbatid y

cantinuard combatiendo la irpoiicidn,

Con numstra organizacidén nantendremos y d

enderemos -
el nrograma nue levanto @] Frente BemocrAlico Nacional y gue 1A
rayor!ia de los mexicanos aprobaron cnn su voto. Mantendrsmos ¥y -

consolidaremca e} propla Freante., Ganarcenogs eslecclones y farmare -

ja politlca

mos goblernoa. Reorganizaremas 1a vida naclonal
en la vcanomla, en }a culiura, #n Ja soberanlia de Héxico don-
tra ¢e la comunidad internacional, Lo haremos abrlendo tcdas Las

posibliidades pars cue la sociecad pueda saiir Ce la presente

crisis y 1aawm-:—-1nu a si misma y a sus (nstjtucicnea en 1iber~

tad, con tolerancia y con justicia,

€8 una responnabl!idad ante la naclén y ante su hisia-
ria la qus proponemus y nos compromateman a asumir. Gueremas L LA
marla desde nuestran diferentes uhicaciones, -mn_<_nann-. traysc-

torias puliticas y personsies, lugares ce vivienda y de Lrabajc,

.

t

® ,

ante ]la comunidad nacional y cada una de las comunidades -de la

que farmsmos parte. Queremos ir preparando y creando en jia reall-~
dad de nusatra /ida social, las \deas y las condicionen para el -
camb'o de réaimen y construyendo !a nupeva !leqitinidad en la le-

galidad y en el ejercicio pleno dr nuestras libertades,

Mos pgroponemos prosover JA demacratitacion de

A BO~
ciedad y de las insti{tuciones estatalea, Defenderemos y haremowm
respetar o1 voto cludadano., Lucharemos por la Jiberacidn de ios

slndicatos y organiracionea de trabajadores, campesina

y popula-
rew de toda u:wUannn- corronpida y del corporativismo esatatal. -
Pondremos un alto a la dentruccion consciente y sistematica de
las instituriones y creaciones de mb Revolucidn Mexicana: e} -
#jido, .1a cooperativa, el contrato colectivo de trabaja, el sin-~

dicato, la smpresa- pabilica en la

ramas donde nuestra lndepen-
dencia econdmica la hace imprescindible., Nos empessremos pOr su

mejoram{ento integral. No admi’lremas paraestatales ineéjclente

corrompidas o {nnccesaria de privilegios para pocos a

v fuente

cargo 4ol sacrificin ¢e muchos. Las empresa mv_<-nb b4 oon‘t_ en=

contrarin insospechadas posibiiidades de desarrolio en un Estado
en el que habrin de desaparecer la arbiccariedad, ja corrupcidn
y 1a confusian en un claro marco juridico de respeto y liber-

tad, Terminaremos con el sistema de partido de Estado, con su mo-

nopolin de ios wedios de comunicacian y difusidn y con el uso

fiegal del precupuestn estatal para fincs particarios y privados.

a juaticia, 1a -

Defenderemos 4 impundremos le independencia de

dignidad del {ndividuo, ios darechas y garantias consagrados en
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myettera Saostitucion, ¢! cerse de toda represidn politice o -
simgai, la separscidn v ia lius};clbn dr los poderes del Esta-
40. Combatiremos 1a corrupcidn, e} privileoio, Ix injunticle, »i
draputiosnmcs de qodernantes, furticnariosx y poderopas, =l caci-
quisrmo, Ja arbitrariedsd, ¢! uso palrimonial de los fondon po-
Bliwax, Defenderemns ot Lrabsjo de cada mujer y hombre de este
pats, :§ tlerrs, su vivienda, su salud, su emples, su salarip y
¢ derecho de isdos los cludadanos & recibir educscidn gratuila
v rifcinnte hasta ol nivel univeraltario, Proteysremox fon hot~
au %, las aguss, ol aire vy ¢! suelo mesicanss Toolra JR Jestruc-
¢ 6n y el envenenamiento por el adbn de Jucro y la mxplotecita

i rracional. Promoveremos }1a lgusidad, ta jlbertad y (& solidari~
dad £omo valoree rectores de nussira vids cludadana, Restablece-~
r2eon 1o principies crigipalen de; federsiinno gontra el aukori-
tariamo y fa mbscrcida del veniralismo, » con elice la plrera ca~,
aacidad de dewnarrollo ¥ decisidn de jos estsdor y readiones Jel :
pais, Fortlaleceremae o) gablernn wunicipal, base de nueales de-
mrocracia, y apOyaremos s miltipies iniciativas y sapacidnden

'a autarganiyacion d4e 12 sociedsd,

La orgsajzazidn de viudadanos qus proponeson constiruie
netesttn 18 capacidad dv accidn y dacisidn propiul 4o un parti-
da » Is 4isxibilicond, Inventiva y aulononia de sus diésrenten -
conponanies, praplias de un movimientn, Se~d una ajfanzs on 1a ~
cunl canvergcrln.‘aaore arandew principlion comunen, diversas oG-

rrientes de ideas, niosuna de lan cudlen se rtonsidera sxnluyents

TOTTTVINRCANARIS T e e T L

®

o jas otvraz! Jemdcealen ’ nacionAliatas, socialistas ¥ gristis-
#wou, libesrales > ecologistas. La snorme fiberscidn de croacida-
Ze%w ¢ idaas que estd teniendo fuamr on la sociedad mexicena o3
.
ta gque detarmina que eate hartido pusda y deba orsanizsrae como
“
une unidag '; ia diversidad, como un espacioc dondse sus {atsaran~
tes puedan, al mismo tiewpo, debatir y agruparse para juchar par

obistivas comyunes,

Suersmos que avestra prganizacidn ses un instrusmento
de la saciednd, ¥ nu tan sd)o de sus miembros o dirigentes, y -
pars #110 tendrd gue dar #n aUs normas demozriticas, en su vidn
interna, en Ja transparsncia de sun rezursos, #n la aytononia de
suR componsnttes rezlonates, en tx iibertad de t&neenﬁ!nl ¥y To-
rrisntes en su WORHO, €n (A& unidad y en #1 rewpslo a jan decinic-
ney CD)Iﬁ‘lVlSVY, sobre tode, en la conducta personal de cade uno
de sus mienbros, 1a isagen tangible d¢ anusilo Que propone pars -~

el pale ¥ pars 14 sociedad,

ConRvansamis & AQruparnas sn eate partido y #n sste movi-
mienta, 8 discutir entirs todos, xobre estos ;r;ncos prin:lntot.~
CORUNSS, UD Dro9rama y un puevwo proyectio nacional, Sueremos Que
¢! puablo &lecano decida qulién gobierna, cono se goblerns y

pars quién se goblerns en au propis patria.

Pedimos & kodas los Rombres y mujeres fques estén de -
acuerdo con ests 1IMmaniento Que sumen aum Firmas & 188 nuestras.
. -
Fundemoa nuestirs nraanizacion desde adbajo y entrw todow, Csda - ™.

ciudsdsnn que agreque wu firma a esle documento, mers considera-
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Uin siaes o rotoka para Hidxico

¥ En las sctunles circunstancias,
un PRI fienc, guc 3¢ condimys
~3da ver mis en artiulsdor o im-
pulser del moviemento Jemacrdt-
£, rx ln alerimibvn Ghlck paow
derrokar pediicamenie sl rigeeen
de pactldo de Estado, ol presiden
vialbaze ddeupdaicn, sl ejercicia
wuf":rx:nr« 2 ol proscdet, al erire.
ghicma » a3 b ua:a.mx.ru# que Ia
b -..35:5 ; .
¥ e PHD fuerie o5 ..t;..a.io.. ¥
i, pary defender s stbeocily o
,w,wmﬂuﬁ‘g nacionales de _-vvm!
i, 1263 prAVEIERTAS ooRTIPrOTICtE .
o gt o il goblerneda, Sin
<o Bantide, wea deBanas vtk Unjxo
e Terwrnon quecongel dere yx,
exlseindo adeas, vree o fogros
s Forjaiin be entenetory patidaie. .
¥ o ds e deaflzo gue enliends |
23 0 rmona lucka ot demoembi

127 o pyin o dar xu contribuckon;

ey ol Jagre de un puceon et
swial. El msrvo wjcio wciit, el
cudadme, b Je wt vhio oo

que Y3 ne puede methecmes ¥
conduzcs 2} scuerdo para un nue-
O pmctes xovaal.

¥ Now penjrweincs bradufar on 1s
triple vertiente de In defersa oe s
crupera tockotml ¥ de ln plam
prosfucsivg, em {awne y 3l hda de
os makajadares ded crmpo v b
civdud, ¥ ol o inikden g 15 wo-
cirdpd vietl ¥ de sus orgErizacry
resd para ¢l pleno ¢ iroic oo
defreldn ciubudinos ) ¢! ivgulso
 nls wacbtlon & fa deisocencis, iu-
«w.t AR condensan o el ean
q«...v mnlmls A bn swiaczieln ¥
S hv doveg hoss el bk y die F

u,£§

Y.la revobin e nzc.ﬂ.x.? g
fatica.cu 1s f otasa i

_ﬁ_ Fuqsrﬁﬁ.* wirtry vl Exlado y

s atepdyd pasaEoresmir vn Faixe
s socildemccrann da deevcha

LA clase para canbiar b eelaricm

ariire il Gxtnlo y b wocierdad e
wes wlapes: divisian de podote,
saciedd crpt hbes juegn ¥ expach

iaberislidad e asc e, ?EP%E Axdia paka.la alartobely ni
e dé vida ad régamen gt ehpoder

s, que i aalbln Srootici 4 b ¥ B ,zubu..a &?:-3 & Exa-
nuts peofundy crinis de 1 Nadela™ b £a ha rierrsitido rn =l priteipwl

q “Cheiife, tetdonks para iropulnae ey picve

¥ Debemon trabaj poe odentiile’: moddo leaihlinco one. oiva-
chh tueva forrzs que abea’ch oo ?!.}w&ﬁ ‘Haesizs .5&0-4:5_ ™
Hume & una refoams del Eabva, 4 cnewe poiootatiamenbe =l crocl.

e3tninos iy fos relaciomsae poditloa
b a oird ormnincion de la evoens
i A MU le urze v revlu.
Qe R TATicy voncebida coimna
mptura yoedade, que etable s o

utiesvo. b empleo ¥ 3l biscastar
resd de jox pexicana. Ia (thils
de! nechbenlismo e laobicén i

ctisis del rigimmen & partido de

Tatacks.
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Presentacion

n el proximo mes de agosto celeb s ef T Cong
Nacional del Partido de la Revolucion Democritics, que
sers como sabemos un congreso definitorio para el futoro

il

=Ny de nuestrs organizacién. No elegiremos a ninguna instane

cia de direccion; nuestras conclusiones tendrn cardcter resolutivo

en cuestiones de Hnea polftica, y & partic de ellas sabremos, como en
un cruce de caminos, sl &l Partido tienw viabilidad como aiternativa

politica frente & los tetos que pl el o por o que esn
of pais.

Deb h esta preg; o
de nuestrs Jezs, on inient cmdoyvenzdeumm
realidad, en madn de que sat e a0 proble-

mas y dificultades yqaenmmm?:dtdmmesmma
PRD subsistir y, mis que exo, pul i
ublycfecﬂv;paraqueeipueblodeMéﬂcohuhﬂumsulnd\a
wmp&&dwwﬁ&wymm?h&spwhmpummmu-

cho ti ), pues los acontecimi politicos se dan con asombrosa
velocidad ¥ amenazan con rebasamos.

Conel p doc to ¢l propésito de contribuir
& eNCONtrET esta respuesta. )

5 AR bR 4
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Presentacion

Rr qué México necesita un
"RD fuere es el segundo de los fo-
w08 que la Secretarfa de Comuni-
;aciin y Divulgacion del Comité
Ejecutivo Nacional del PRD edita
:on vistas a la realizacion del Tercer
'ongreso de nuestra organizacion.
En esta pequeiia obra nos pro-
pusimos teunir textes elavorados
sspecialmente vor dirigentes del
PRD, para explicar el juicio de ca-
da uno de ellos acerca del papel
que cl Partido desempeia —y
mas: el que debe desempeiiar— en
Ia circunstancia histdrica del pafs.
Cuauhtémoc Cardenas, Heberte
Castillo, Rosalbina Garavito, Ama-
lia Garcfa, Porfirio Mudoz Ledo,
Gilberto Rincén Gallardo y Mario
Saucedo han contribuido n este
objetivo. Consideramos que sus

aportaciones habran de constituir
un estimulo para la mejor com-
prensién de la conducta politica
del PRD y las razones de su parti-
cipacidn en la vida nacional,

Nuestro objetivo es el de cola-
borar en la profundizacion de las
cuestiones que hoy debe definir
nuestro pueblo, de las formas e
instrumentos que ha de empléar
para abrir un futuro de progreso y
soberanfa. Ello exige, en lo inme-
diato, la publicacion de otros fo-
lletos, cuadermnos, documentos, en
lo cual también empefiaremos
nuestros  esfuerzos editoriales, y
para los cuales esperamos contat
con la contribucién de otras perso-
najidades y dirigentes del movi-
miento emancipador en el que estd
inscrito el PRD.

—

%

!

Un

® uevo

UMBQ
AN para
WMXM

CONGRESO
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Un PRD fueite

L:\ historia de los puevlos es
de luces y sombras, de periodos
generalmente cortos en los que se
presentan las grandes realizacio-

yes y de épocas méas prolongadas

tn las que sc va declinando, y se
llepa a dolorosas postraciones,
que son a su vezZ el inicio de las
recuperaciones.

oy vivimos los mexicanos uno
Je los momentos mas Negros de
nuesira historia, de violencia, des-
pojos y miseria, de hegeinonia de
las fuerzas desnacionalizadoras y
socialmente regresivas, parte de la
crisis terminal del régimen politi-
co que se viene gestando desde
varios lustros atrds, que se acelera
4 partir de los grandes rotmpimien-
tos, ins grandes acuerdos politicos
y la intensa movilizacion social de
1988, y que se hace alora evidente
en la carencia absoluta de credibi-
lidad que tienc el yobierno frente
2 los sectores mas amplics de la
sociedad, en las disputas petsona-
ejercicio real del poder y el repar-
1o del botin, pues no hay diferen-
cia en la liaea politica de uno ¥
otro, en ¢l desastre por el que atra-
viesa 1a economnfa y su fuerte de-
pendencia de intereses ajenos a
Jos del pais, en las multiples con-
frontaciones que se presentan en
el seno de la sociedad y en 1a ce-
sion dve facultades que ha hecho el
gobierno y el titulat del Ejecutivo,

olislas de Zedillo y Salinas por el

Cuauhtémoc Cdrdenas

ea particular, para que las decisic-
nes importantes se toinen, ya mu
en nuestro Palacio Nacional, sino
en la Casa Blanca.

El Partido de la Revolucién De:
mocratica i.acié como respucsia
del vasto movimiento social que
sc generd y manifestd en favor del
cambio democratico en la contien-
da electoral de 1987-1988, contra
el fraude electoral del 6 de julio ¥
todo lo que éste implicaba.

En el PRD confluimos quienes
segufamos trayectorias politicas
Jiversas, que nos habfamos en-
contrado y separado en distintas
ocasiones en las ultimas décadas
en la compleja y dificil lucha por
1a soberania y la democracia, que
en diferentes momentos pudimos
optar por farmas diversas de ac-
cion politica y que, en 1a situacion
poselectoral del *88, con plena
tesponsabilidad respecto a la alter-
nativa de lucha politica que esco-
giamos, decidimos emprender Ja
tarea de construir la fuerza social
y politica que pudicra tener la ca-
pacidad para imponerse y vencer
por las vias legales y pacificas, al
régimen de partido de Estadoencel
poder, y lograr asf sentar las bases
y desarrollar un sistema politico
democritico.

No ha sido empresa facil. Desde
un principio hemos enfrentado
1a hostilidad del autoritarisme
y la corrupcion, del entreguismo y
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Un PRD fuerte

1a dependencia, que en todo mo-
mento han buscado sniquilarnos,
pero que en todo momento, tam-
bién, han dejado a la vista que el
PRD y el amplic movimiento de-
mocratico del que formamos par-
1s, junto con otras organizaciones
sociales y politicas, y miles y mi-
les de cindadancs, constituyen la
unica op.ién real de cambio para
México. .

Nunca como shora se hace mis
claro y munca ¢omo ahom han si-
do mayores el reto y la responsa-
bilidad del PRD,

Quede claro asl que sélo el mo-

vimiento democritico puede sacar

el pals de su postracién actual. 88-
lo el movimiento democritico
puede rescatar pars le nacidn y
para el pueblo el ejercicio pleno
de su soberania, hoy hipotecada
por Ernesto Zedillo al goblemo de
los Estados Unidog por 20 mil mi-
llones de ddlares. Sélo el movi-
miento democrdtico puede abrir
las vias para un amplio y efectivo
cambio democritico en la vida de
la nacion,

Al dar los ptimeros pasos pora
fundar nuestro partide, en el “Lla-
mamienio al pueblo de Meéxice™,
que suscribimos el 21 de octubre
de 1958, se expresaba:

México requiers que forme-
Mos Uns ofganizacion que
sea la expresion politica del
camblo social y cultural que
estamos viviendo, ¢l partido
de la democracia, de la
constitucionalidad, de la re-
volucién mexicana, de Ia
dignidad del pueblo y del

progreso. Necesitamos un
partido nuevo, que en alian-
za con todos los partidos y
organizaciones  dernocriti-
cos que conguistaron la vie-
toria del 6 de julio, sea
expresion de la pluralidad y
#] mismo tiempo de s in-
menss masa chudadana to-
davia no organizada.

e

Se dijo también en aquel llama @

do del 21 de octubre:

Reotganizaremos Is vida na-
cional en la politica, en Ia
economia, en la culture, #n
la soberania de México den-
tro de Ia comunidad intema-
cional. Lo haretnos abrierclo
tochas Ing posibilidades para
que Ia sociedsd pueda salir
de la presente crisis y orga-
nizarse a s{ misma y a sus
instituciones  en  libertad,
con tolerancia y con justi-
e

La organizs. *4n de ciu-

dadanos que prope. e o

v ' i pecesita la capaci-
dad de accion y decision

propias de un pantido, ¥ la ..
flexibilidad, inventiva y au‘

tonomia de sus diferentes
componentes propias de un
movitniento.

Queremos que nuestra of-
ganizacién sea un instru-
mento de la sociedad, y no
tan s3lo de sus miembros ©
dirigentes, y para ello tendrd
que dar en sus notmas de-
mocriticas, en su vids inter-
na, en la transparencia de

e

Cuauhtémoc Cdrifer.is

sus tecursos, en la autono-
“mia de sus componentes re-
gionales, en la libertad de
tendencias y corrienies en
su seno, en la unidad y el
respeto a las decisiones co-
lectivas, y, sobre todo, en la
conducta personal de cads
une de sus miembros, Is
irnagen tangible de aquello

g' que propone para ¢l pals y

para la sociedad. Los princi-
plos de nuestro Hamamiento
originatio han sido marco y
guia de nuestras xcciones,
Se mantienen finnes como
ideal, reto y compromiso.

No :ade lo que nos propusimos
entotices lo hemos podido con-
vertir en reslidades; Jos avances
" tnés inporiantes se han alcanzado
al mantener y teafimmar nuesira
irdependencia, y con ¢l mix es-
" tric*o apego a nuestros principios;
jos mayores tropiszos 3= hen en-
contrado cuando se ha caido en el

- opottunismo, en las actifudes sec-
tarias o en la claudicacion. El es-
mino, entonces, por dificil que
s, estdi en desarrollar nuestro
pa.‘ido cotno originalmente nes lo

@propusimos, porque sdlo alcan-

ando esos objetivos puede ser
util al pueblo de México y cumplir
el coinpromisc que todos sus
mietmbres tenemos contraldo con
el pais,

En las sctnales circunctancias,
uh PRD fustte, que ze constituya
cadas vez tnds en anticuladot ¢ im-
pulsor del movimiento democrdti-
co, #s Ja alterpativa dnica pan
detrotar politicamente al régimen

de partido de Extado, al presiden-
cialismo despdtico, al ejercicio
patrimonialista del poder, al enire-

gulsmo y a la corrupeién que lo

acompaian, Constituimos, tenga-
mos conciencia de ello, como vas-
to movimiento democrdtico, la
unica fuerza que empujs con deci-
sion para que se imponga una paz
con justizia y dignidad en Chia-
pas, y en toda la nacidn, para res-
catar fa conduccion politica del
pals y porer en prictica unm politica
econdmics que signifique recupe-
racién y crecimiento, competitivi-
dad interna e internacional, protec.
cién y generacion del empleo, una
equitativa distribucidn de la rique-
za piiblica y el fomento y protec-
cién de la economia popular, y,
por otro lado, para llevar » cabo la
profurda reforma democritics que
demandan el Estado y la vida de
fa sociedad.

Un PRD fuette lo tendremos
porque mantenga y acreciente su
autoridad moral, porque se organi-
ce internamente e mode cads vez
mis democritico, porque abrs
opottunidades de accién y de rea-
lizaciones cada vezr més amplias a
todos y cada uno de sus miem-
bros, porque esté cada vez mds ac-
tivo y presente en los distinios
campos de la lucha, del creci-
tiento y organizacion del Partido,
{a ampliacién de las alianzas, I»
contienda electoral, ¢l debate le-
gislativo y la propuesta de alterna-
tiva.

Asi cumplird ¢l PRD su com-
promiso y enfrentara con éxito ¢l
desalfo que ha aceptado ante el
pueblo y 1a nacion. Sélo asi, como
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Un PRD fuerte

se seialé en nuesiro llamamiento
constitutivo,

...fecuperareinos los ideales
histéricos de la revolucién
mexicana, ia vigencia plena
de la Constituzion y Is legi-
timidad de nucstra gobierne
¥ de nuestros gobetnantes.
Restauraremos la repiblica
sl fundar sus instituciones
nuevas en una culturs politi-
ca de libertad, mcionalidad

y tolerancia. Sobre estos ci-
mientos sdlidos y profun-
dos, contra el régimen caduco
del privilegio y la injusti-
cia, del partido de Estado y
¢l corporativismo, de s de-
pendencia y la corrupcisn,
levantatemos una pacion de
hombres y mujetes libres e
iguales ante 1a ley y ante la
vida, uma patria democtitica
y solidoria, un México para
jos mexicanos todos.

Movilizacidn en of Zicolo dv ln ciudod de Mivxico f Archivo Motivos

El necesario PRD

_Heberto Castillo

Tms fes fraudes electorales de
los ultimos siete afios en conita
dei EDN y del PRD, y b incapaci-
dad de éste para impedirlos, crece
In desconfianza de millones de
mexicanos hacla los panidos pol’
tiros como instrumentos de cam-
bio democritico. Esa desconfianza
ha sido permanentes, porque nunca
en nuesito pals ha imperado [a de-
moctacin electoral, Nadie que no
haya vivido la elcccion de Fran-
cisco 1. Madero puede afirmnr que
nresencio un proceso democritico
en México, Tl sulragio efectivo
fue ura demanda olvidads como
consigna realmente tnovilizadora
hasta fax elecciones de 1988, La
campana de Cuaultémoe Tarde-
nas puso » la orden del dia ese an
helo popular que habis doimido
por afos en los conciencias de los
mexicancs. Los esfuenes poste
tiores n las jornadas electorales de
1988 no alcanzaron su objetive {i-
nal de hacer valer ef sulragio y =l
desaliento cunde ahora per la re-
publica. Pocos sab o que plensan
que s prede hocer respetar ¢l sue
frazta, Y pocos dudar ya de que
ne kay un arveglo entre ¢l PRIy el
PAN pata compantir ¢l poder en el
pais. Las elecciones en Jalisco son
una muesira mas del trato distinlo
que se da 2 fos procesos cuando ¢l
opositor fuerte es el PAN y 1o ¢!
PRD. Al PAN se le revonncen sus
triunfos, al PRD nunca. Esa es la

1t

vision popular que se tiene del
asunto. Del otro lado de Ta moesa
estin los resultados en Michos-
ciin, Tabasco, Thiapas y Verseruz,

Casi todos los ciudadanos que
votan lo hacen para tener gobier-
nos de su simpatia, para gue el
partide de su preferencin gane
Atris estan los tiempos en los eua-
les se votaba scio para alcanzar
posiciones en el Congreso, algn
nas regidurias y para consolidar In
presencia del partide de nvestra
ideclogia. El voto se da alwhs,
muchas veees, $6lo para apoyar 3
quien tiene oportunidad de vencer
al candidato del pantido oficial,
aunque ho ses el candidotn de
nuestra preferencia. Un partido
que no construye una imagen pro
positiva, de servicio a la comuni-
dad, v sélo dedicy sus esfnerzos 2
tsanifeatar inconformidad con los
acios de gobiemo, se ve como un
epositor o ultsanzs, gracias o los
medios de difusion, Y o3 evidente
que el PRD o5 un partido al que o
gobiemno ¥ los madios han tratade,
de todus las manerus, de hacer’o
aparecer copw un pattido sin pro
puestas, sin programa, dedicado
solo a torpedear todas Ias injetatt
vas gubemainentales, a diferencia
del PAN, partido de aposicion que
“si sabe cogobernar”,

La forialeza del PRD esta, por
ahom, en su indiscutida posicisn
de partido opositor a la politica
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El necesario PRD

econdmica del gobierno, que ha
sumido e] pals en el caos que vive
zhora, La entrega de la economia
a las potencias del Notte, en espe-
cial a los Estados Unidos, se ha
hecho mis evidente que nunca
con el paquete financiero enipuja-
do por & presidente Bill Clinton y
por el compromiso contraido por
el gobiemo de Zedilio ante el
Fondo Monetario Intemacional y
anle el gobieno estadounidense
de poner los ingresos de las ventas
de petréleo mexicaro al exterior
en un banco de Ia Reserva Federal
de fos Estados Unidos, en Nvevn

fork, & disposicién del gobiemo
de Clinton, Pero el PRD no ha
propuesto sino rechazar el crédito,
vy la radio y Ia televisidn, asi eomo
fos empresarios enfurecidos con el
goblerno, no encuentran en ¢l
PRD la propuesta que dé luz a una
salida racional a la erisis economi-
ca de México. Hay, desde luego,
propuestas de miembros del PRD,
pero no vertidas en una sofa, En el
PRD carecemos de una direccion
coleginda, :

Tenemos compatieros de gran
capacidad intelectuaf y  politica
para ofrecer opciones de solucién,
pero no la de elaborar una pro-
puesta colectiva, democritica, por-
que no tenemos una direccidén
colegiada sino de nombre. Dije en
el pleno de un Consejo Nacional
#lgo que a casi todos parecio una
herej{a, por nuvestra carencia de
tradiclén democritica: que tenfa-
mos dos direcciones y que nacesiti-
bamos uma sola. Los incondicionales
por afecto, por incapacidad, por
hecesidad, por tradicion, se ras-

garon vestiduras y se mesaron los
cabelios ante semejante declara-
cién. Recotdaron que habfa lideres
morales y lideres institucionales,
comno una realidad politics que yo
no podis borrar. Hasta se me pidid
que, s consideraba quee alguno ka-
bia incurrido, por ejercer direccién
no institucional, en violaciones a
los estatutos, lo acusars ante [a
Comision de Garantias y Vigilan-
cia (ysc Hama asl ess cosa?). No
era ¢l caso; pretend! sclarsr, ante
¢l abucheo de otras raturalezas
(ibendito sea Dios que-haya mu-
chos y de diversos tipus!), que se
pusiersn de acuerdo, lograran el
consenso en ticticas y estrategias,
y ofrecieran opciones coneretas al
pucblo de México

¢s, en mi opinion, la inica
maneta de construir un PRD fuer-
te. En cada municipio, en cada es
tado, en el Congreso Nacional, se
puede llegar a construir propues-
tag valederas para sacudir la con-
ciencia de este blo
organizar la luchnp‘:x wyliban-m
cion si ds cads rincén del pafs nos
Hegan los puntos de vista de los
diversos sectores sociales que par-
ticipan en este esfuerzo colective

que le ha dado vida a lo que shora ()

es el PRD, a esta masa infotme de
&rupos, cortientes, personalidades,
dirigentes, que se sumaron a la
campana de Cirdenas en 1987 v
que, soportando todos los desati-
not de las direcciones que ha ha-
bido durante seis siios, siguen
fieles al planteamisnts original.
Es necesaria una refundacién del
PRD en términcs democtsticos,
sin exclusiones, sin atavismos, sin

Hebeto Castillo
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tabiies, sin dirigentes intocables,
donde todos seamos pares, com-
pafieros con mistnos derechos,
donde se discutan las condiciones
en ias cuales puedan agruparse los
mexicanos que pensamas que los
postulades basicos de la revolu-
cioh mexicana son vigentes, y
acotdemos e impulsemos proyec-
tos de reformas constituciomies
para garantizar una tepencia de la

WWiierra que satisfaga las necesida-

des de Ia mayoria de Ia poblacidn,
¥ se cancelen privilegios y diseri-
minaciones, donde se precisen los
aleances que deben terwr las pri-
vatizaciones de las empresas de la
nacién y se esclarezean las ventas
que chriquecen a unos cuantos
bribones, donde se establezcan
criterios claros para discutir con el
robiemo las condiciones para que
desaparezea el partido de Estado y
se llegue s una reforma politica
definitiva que haga realidad ls de-
manda del pueblo desde los tiem-
pos de don Francisco 1. Madero;

_ “Sufragio efectivo™,

Hasta ahora, el PRD ha sido un
partidu de caudillos, de dirigentes;
ex necesario hacer de €] un partido
de instituciones. Los primeros de-

&a | saparecen de manera nahursl, por-

que se mueren y, a veces, porque
se cansan. Psperamos gue todos
los dirigentes que ha tenido el
PRD, muchos de ellos extraoidi-
narios, sean de los que Bertolt
Brecht calificara de imprescindi-
bles, de los que duran luchando
hasta el Gitimo dia de su vida, Pe-
ro de no ser asi, utilicemos ¢l im-
rulse que tengan aquellos que
llegan sin pensar en que se irdn
pronto y aprovechcmios sus mo-
mentos de mayor lucidez, de -
yor entrega, porquc el edificio de
Ia democracia se construye todos
los dias, todas lax horas, todos los
instantes, y quiencs aportan su es-
fuerzo, sunque sea sélo et un lap-
so, quedard plasimado en nuestra
estructuta, la que debe ser perma-
nettte, institucional. Un PRD fuerte
es necesario, vital, para defender la
soberania y la independencia na-
cicnales de México, lan gravemente
comprometidas por los wltimos
gobiernos. Sin el Partido, esa defen-
sa serd impesible. Tenemos que
consolidarlo ys. Enlazando ideas,

uniendo piedra con pledra. Noso- -

tros podremos desaparecer. Desa-
pareceremnos. Peto esas pledras,
esas ideas, esos logros, quedarin
forjando ia estructura partidaria,
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LA CORRIENTE DL LA NUEVA IZQUIERDA, UNA
PROPUESTA
Opiniones para el Debate

Quicn suscribe la presente, militante activo d:| Partido de la
Revlucién Democratica, he decidido conjuntar esfuerzos ¢n la
construccidn de la Nueva Izquierda al interior del partido, en el
objeidvo de promover una discusién abierta, madura y
propositiva, en torno al proyecto de Nacién para el nuevo
milenjo, sobre el pais que queremos en este mundo
globalizado; sobre el PRD y su necesidad de ubicarse
realrien. dentro de un referente de izquierda.

Junto con otros perredistas con los cuales tengo coincidencias,
partizipamos en el esfuerzo de debate realizado el afio pasado
en Lu Trinidad, Tlaxcala. Desde ese moments ki debatido el
producto de dicha reunion con un grupo de compaiieros los
cuales nos reunimos con regularidad, iniciando una discusion
colectiva y democratica, en torno a lo que debiera ser la
-corrieate de la Nueva lzquierda dentro cel Partido de .a
"Revolucién Democritica.

Aunque es conveniente sefialar que por la ubizacién territorial
de précticamente todos eilos, necesariamente aterrizamos el
andlisis y propuesta en lo que es y pretende ser el PRD en el
Distrito Federal, lugar donde incide de manera obvia, la
discusién sobre la gestion del primer gobierno demoerdtico, el
pape: jugado por ia estructura partidaria y la influencia cn el
provecto nacional que defiende ¢! partido.

129




Van los siguientes comentarios, como producto de ese debate.
Sigo el esquema del documento de Tlaxcald (y utilizo el
: mismo 1titulo), como cémodo mecanismo de abordar el tema,
esperando que la discusién dada hace mas de seis meses,
considere los elementos del momento actual, sobre todo que
ahora esta cerca la coyuntura fundamental nacional del 2 de
julio y, en ese marco se vuelve a reunir la Nueva Izquierda.

REVISANDO NUESTRO ORIGEN

. El PRD condensa hasta ahora la lucha de las fuerzas
~ democrdtitas y de izquierda en este pais, las mismas que, desde
~ posiciones de marginalidad pudieron emerger durante décadas,
para incidir en la historia contemporinea de México. El
Llamamiento del 21 de octubre de 1988 reivindica lo anterior y
reconoce que este es urz ue los pilares originarios de nuestro
partido. Somos la herencia de luckas reivindicativas en casi
todas las expresiones de la sociedad cjvil caracterizadas por su
vision demoeratica; asi como de la fusién en un proyecto
‘nuevo  de  dos  ironcos  ideoldgicos: el nacionalismo

revolucicaario y ¢l movimiento socialista y marxista
mexicano,

'2, Efectivo catalizador en la concrecién orgénica y del proyecto
politico perredista, fue el gran mcvimiento ¢fvico electoral de
988. El Llamamiento de octubre sélo convocé a darle cuerpo

.Y perspectiva, la misma que nos ha permitido por espacio de

once afios posesionarnos en la sociedad mexicana, ganar su

.

i TS ———A—— o -

s

canfianza, convertirnos en gobierno ) tocar 1os it
poder nacional. o N
Sin embargo nuestro andar ha sido sinuoso. lleno h.\: SIS
logros, pero lambién de avatares ) tmc‘:.z;:i,vs. .

cn]piezan 2 forjar una fisonomia al' perredismo ~:~.‘.:
evolucionado en la elabotacion politica, pero ".umm.. N
s zfirma en el documento de Tiaxcala-, “conrniin

v

5

mavaria del tiempo en el andlisis de coymra s v
de nuestros Estaluios ™

Tl como lo manifestamos cn La Trinndad fos vits oo
mwioniles que ha tenido el pcx‘l‘cdisn?n, has
constriir nuestra historia  politica. l;!. primerr e ,
documentos basicos; el segundo direccion Ui
tercero institucionalidad e inicio del debate :;ot\:c ORI
v linca politica a seguir; el cuarto nos deliniv ©ooin
cormu artido de izquicrda vy, finalmente <l qu i

Need ).

e

nrietito en el arroz, pues las expeciativas csm.\ eron G g
‘dcha’;o de los resultados obtenidos, aunque de ¢l haeva .L’ln, ST
l2 Coalicién con la que este aiio participamos en hua clocii

federales a través de la Alianza por México. .

Hemos ido construyendo una fuerza que de los vicius puria

de cuzdros ha evolucionado a una organizacion dv misi -
hemos convertido en un destacamento “impurnitie v i A
refercate mds claro de oposicion al  sistema priia

antidemocrdtico y al modelo economico neofiberal”. Llio na
consti-uido la columna vertebral que ha sustenk'\a'do muestio
acceso al gobierno. Lo que antes, en nuestros iucios g thd

4 A M PO B PR e e 1 i
aspiracién, después se convirtié en posibilidad v reabidad,
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Aunguc ¢s conveniente seialar que, pasada la fiebre del_
bautizo en la uestion gubemamental,, era
necesnrio realzar una cvaluacion objetiva, autocnttca y
proliinda sobre ¢f papel del partido como gobierno. Ello 1o ha
ocurride. fu cuai se nos pucde revertir negativamente, k En este
fwe un grave crror haber déjado pasar el 'qumto

| sin instrumentar este debate. :

electoral v ol

sentide
COn a0

Corr nunca enis, la covuniura electoral de este ail ‘puede
travt  consiio un escenario adverso  (adn la evolucion

Saseemdente de ios Gltimos dias y el inminente tnunfo en el
: Disirito Federal en practicamente todas las pistas), todavxa més
- que ¢: 1991 o 94, por lo que los miembros dcl“Parpdo
" debemos estar preparados para la realidad que pueda mostrarse
con los resultados del 2 de julio préximo, sobre todo, r 1tero, si

es «.lversa.

.4 CONFLUENCIA DE LAS IZQUIERDAS

;5 cerreciimente se alirma en el documento de Tlax:va.la,
sovimivrio del 88 y la posterior movilizacidsn contr:
cecioral, permitieron recuperar para la mayoria de
la pob '/'uon i esperanza del cambio y ello, sin duda, fue un
par. . s histérico en la época contempordnea de México™.

En i mismo ¢l Partido ¢e la Reveiucién D mocrética no nace

coriu confluencia de las izquierdas, aunque o~ €l have.

conrvergido destacamentos muy lu..tantes del movimiento
socizlista mexicano. No es casual que practicamente durante el

primer lustro de vida, el PRD estuviese dund b
de inicidn 1deologxc1 y que, a lo large e

coagresos haya prevalecide el equilibrio viwe wou

¢odensacién de un debate ideologice v g
12116 aquel que, surgido de la izquiﬂr'ie se uesdt
v se sumo a un caprichoso neocardenism

Ademds, sectores de la Hamada izguicrda vt

cono el Partido Popular Sociaiista v ¢l P
Cirdenista de Reconstruccion Nacional, quu

pa-ticipado en el Frente Democratico Nacional, i oo

esiuerzo de formacién del PRD, no sélo por incowr
{como se afirma en el documento de Tlaxcala) sine

virion sobre la trascendencia entre lo quc
ir.portante; si un proyecto de real disput.; del

pe TaAnencia como grupo, aunque fuera de e v

JasE

wid

Yo viinos cual ha sido su visidn y decision, eilc o, o

en el archivo muerto de la historia v curiosament

”"istro ninguno de los dos partidos, iraten o

apoyando  servilimente al candidato del PR
Lr_JdStAd‘. Ochoa. En cuanto al PPS simplemente
a ¢u pasade, cuando era iradicion su apo:
pa tdo oficial.

2 iy

~

~

L
i3

Qa l\).\ cillindha

Si-nilar situacién ocurrio con otras expresiones o it

qu: ubicadas en posiciones mas radicales no alecny:

va orar el nuevo México que tenian frente a ellos.

El {ocumento recurre a una generalidad inadmis.b!:, SUSIN

1elice a la ruptura de la Corriente Democritice:

con
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dlo bstweaonad, en anto
shentainente por Cla fadia de demociwons,  la
programe social  que  consagra  lu
vy e dwcha por lu seberanio nacional”. Estos
ctedomes e oy cousas fueron las  manifestaciones
cntes e dus proyecios de Nacidn distintes, incubados

s de los setenta v oacelerados con el cambio radical
soplanentado desde el sexenio de Miguel de la Madrid. En lo
nul siempre he esiado convencido que La Disputa de la
Nocidn e Carlos Telio v Rolando Cordera y La rigueza de la
2 treza, de Enrique Gonzédlez Pedrero, dos libros publicados
e 1981 s 1979, respectivamente, mticiparon desde su pumo

I 2.t
nndie i [ SR

P tes seciores democrdticos, defensores de los postulados de
Jeveliode, dejados atrds por los necliberales, esta fue la
gu¢ los ubiz? en una posicién democratizadora
wal ¥ que. con esa vocacién confluirfan con
da miexicana para pax'ticipar primeraments
tectoral que representd el Frente Democrdtice
W, onLa congrecion orgdnica del Pamdo de la

M Q.l‘:::\:* duca.
. Pow oo et se podis hablar de un sector democratico del
Sao e roto gon su partido, pero era muy aventurado

<ste correspondia a la izquierda del partido oficial
10 ocurrio en los primeros afios del PRD, cuando
habld de un completo desdxbu;e en la fisonomia
rgica dul neciente partide,

M

Mo ono se din

-

Zstamos en el momento en que las corrientes’ de opinidn
pueden coadyuvar al enriquecimiento cualitativo d=t Partido de
1a Reveolucidén Democrdtica y acabar con lastres que muchos

v

- lodavia promueven y defienden. Este es un punto que debe

uebatir la Nueva Izquierda y determinar cual es su ubicacién

- Ve4s,

EL PRD, PARTIDO CARISMATICO

Coincidimos con la necesidad de organizar un “andlisis sereno -

y elaro” del fendmeno que representa el liderazgo que en el
PRD tiene el ingeniero Cuauhtémoc Cardenas y que, tanto al
interior como al exterior del partido ha dado pie a criticas,
muchas de ellas ligeramente sustentadas y otras que se unen a
las campafias de desprestigio, que desde la fundacién del
partido £+ han implementado sobre todo por el gropu cn 2l
poder.

Nadie puede cuestionar que desde 1988 Cdrdenas constituvg el
simbolo del cambio y ia lucha democratica en el pais, y que,
posteriormente  represenmté & quiznes  wansformaron  la
insurgencia electoral en pariido politico. Ademas de que (como
s¢ afirma en el documento de Tiaxcela) “la lucha contra 24
Salinato la pudinios secar adelunie entre otras razones,

fustamente, por fa solidez moral y politica, y fa poszc:on

vosnsecuente de Carcenas.”

El problema de los hidzrazgoes consiste en la transposicion de
ese virtual umbral que lo separa de la perversidn de su cardcter,

— @\

; INSTIUTC DE BESTUDIOS DE LA
E REVOLUCION DEMOCRATICA
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para adquirir modalidades negativas. Por las condiciones de
paternalismo que imperd =n el sistema politico mexicano ha
desvirtuado nuesuwa culiura politica. El otro elemento es Ja
temporalidad de los liderazgos, que cuando persisten- después
de haber finiquitado su razén nawlral de ser, también se desvian
hasta deformar su  situacion originaria para dar paso a
cacicazgos politicos, como si ocwire sobre todo en el PRD de
algunas entidades.

Hay que tener presente que los liderazgos para‘que funcionen
camo tales, también requieren contrapesos. En el PRD sin duda
ese papel lo jugd hasta su salida del partido Porfirio Mufioz
Ledo, quien ubicd su climax en el debate ganado sobrc
Cuauhtémoc Cérdenas en el Tercer Congreso Nacional. Sin
proponérselo, el hoy fiiofoxista ayudd a la consolidacién del
liderazgo de nuestro candidato presidencial.

Estos son aspectos que se deben valorar al interior del PRD, asi
como el desarrollo normal de liderazgos nuevos, que van
surgiendo en congruencia con las condiciones del momento,
del partido y de Ja evolucién de sus dirigentes. En estc
contexto es quc se debe ver ¥ entender la ubicacién de!
compafiero Cuauhtémoc Cérdenas y su candidatura por tercera
0casion a la Presidencia de |a Republica, pero también sy

ubicacion posterior al 2 de Julio, sobre todo en un escenario
perdedor a nivel nacional.

Ello ocurTira en un proceso menos sinuoso ni pervertido, en

tanto se ;pg&stre en un partido donde prive la institucionalidad,

con una politica definida y concretada més alld de lo que
. VAN ’

¢l o e e

i e o e i

¢ CORRIENTES O GRUPOS DE PRESION?' :

Li formacidn de corrientes al interior del Pfu‘t’id.u‘v de i
Revolucion Democratica ha ido a la par de la definicion de su
identidad ideolégica y politica. La ambiguedz‘ad con que opfr-\'ﬁ
¢l partido en sus inicios se convintio en el ca'aloo de cultlvp };.x
que, algunos de sus afluentes operaran 11ds como grupos ‘\|L
przsién que como corrientes de opinidn. A :cilo s¢ sumu“.‘f
in:rcia y el traslado mecénico va en ¢! IPRD de ias
organizaciones  originaias,  aando  de imponer :!:11.
concepeiones e inciuso eatifos de trabajo o la construceidn Jui

nuevo partido.

Para el documento de Tlaxcala "/« manera heterodoxa con la
yue se integro nuestra organizacion partidaria, dejé espacios

Py

5 ; viar -
pora guzia formacion de las corrienies tuvieran crle peced:
o ‘ginal. " Es cierto esto, aunque I historia de las corr:cmcs'cn
el PRD no implica, reiteramos, haber racido como tales, sino

como grupos de presion.

): esta manera, ante insulicienies o inexisicnics propucsiits
priticas de los grupes, en ia primera ewpa del p;ll'lzmE
pravalecié el pragmatismo, la discusién de coyunmru,‘cz
ut litarismo, el sectarismo y la bisqueda de cuotas de poder.
cemo forma més facil para dirimir problemas y cubrir les
¢sdacios dirigentes y de represcntacion popular. Pod§1110<
=firmar que en la actualidad sigue prevaleciendo esa fom?n
i egular de adoptar algunas decisiones. No es casual que nadie
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* haya consid C : .
. Ia‘ t}:rc o%sxdcrado en la practica el marco estatutario que regula
acién y funcionamiento interno de las corrientes. . . -

“V e B orup — NS
E SIUPISMG coN0 sustityle de las corrientes de opinién surgia

e I}a i:} rr; !:fl;lipludf) en ¢l PRD de manera similar a comd opera
S ;1 i e:snt en el sistema politico mexicano. Se prohfja desde

| miem;as - cbcaso desde sectores de la cuspide partidista y
eficazmont ase del partido no la rechace rotinda y
accptandg ZI Stguird  manifestindose, mientras s&- siga
Sl im0 el IEPATTO tras bambalinas, aniés de
debate”, persistrdn e @ discusion abierta y el libre

: miés para fl bs;sn;-,f aquellos que negocien a nombre "de los
amentabc neficio de los menos, ellos, La Nyeva Izquierda
 quiones }u::;‘mcx no ha sido la excepeion,, slo habria que ver
" lugares p 1 08 comparieros que fueron' ubicados en lo
sanle principales de las listas y candidaturas tanto -por el
o Nacional como por In ~onvencién, para concing

—

- queds fundamentalmente la clspide de eaia ,
Stex;:gue muchos de ellos hubiesen tenido
; ‘cﬁabl‘cs en el Comijté Ejecunve N

uncionarios del gobierng capitalino,

Y2 e5pacivs wada
acional o como

Af '

» §ar::nadamenzc en el PRD se €MPpeza a abrir un proceso d

wmc;u{: ;on Un gartido institucionalizado con una incipicn‘:
78y con esfuerzos colectivos iscut ‘

! ° rz por discutir

;l:r;n;erés pare sus militantes. Empieza a darse :::133529*03

il I«; ; ;) ?e horizentalidad que debe retroalimentar Ja <:st‘1f'u<:f:uraj
3, que por el caricter de los grupos de prcsfés

pervierte |a organizacion |
' rganizacion inter
verticalidad na hasta hacer prevalecer Ja

wciante corriente, -

Al b b QSR

o i o

-

R e el YIS Y

S e ol om—n o AR

+ i t—
: —— i 5 .

Si debe ser “una corriente de pensamientg;
conceptos, de posiciones politicas, que .rebdse]
desgastante y que no se pierda en el tortuosg;
encarnizada lucha por lus posiciones™: (quegeor
plantea en el docwmento de Tlaxcala), o sobrestod
» . . . . L S NS
ubique en la definicién de izquierda con una W~ e
donde se resalte su carécter libertario, democr:étffddﬁéh buscz, de
equidad, justicia social y hoy que somos gobierno, poniendo -
por delante la honradez y honestidad. ~  AGAEY - - ‘

Subrayadamente se tliene que tener claro cudndo estamos en el
marco de las manifestaciones y formas, y cudndo nos ubicanios
‘en lo central, en ¢l contenido y esencia de;la: definicién de
izquierda, De lo contrario, se puede dar paso:a:perder el
camino y asentarse en lo secundario. De aqui:a’le ubicacién de
los grupos sustitutivos de las corrientes de opinién no hay
mucha diferencie. s X
Este fue el gran error de! Quinto Congreso Nacional del PRD.
El maximo evento partidario fue concebido en los hechos,
como un acto formalizador de un acuerdo interpartidista ya
cocinado con anzzrioridad. Ni siquiera la prevista discusién ¢z
la reforma estatutaria pudo realizarse, por la desconsideracién
de la direccién nacional del Partido de un tramsitorio del
Codigo Federal de Instituciones y Procedimientos Electorales,
donde se cendiciona a los partides politicos a hacer refonnas a
sus estalutos y hacerlas vigentes antes de la conclusion del

procesa electoral.

134



puedan pensar y defender los dirigentes partidarios, asi como
un real posicionamiento en la vida nacional. Tampoco hay que
descuidar el hecho que hemos cnirado ya a la ctapa de
renovacion de los liderazgos en ¢l Partido de la Revolucién
Democritica y que, la actual Jefa de Gebierno capitalino vy la
candidatura de Andrés Manuel Lopez Obrador van en ese
sentido. Sin.duda estamos pasande a los ticmpos de la segunda
generacion perredista.
PSR

UNA VERDADERA CORRIENTE: NUEVA 1ZQUIERDA

No basta con decir que “hemos definido como de izquierda”
al PRD, como..ocurrié en su Cuarto Congreso Nacional.
Tampoco es suficiente afirmar que un partido de izquierda
“debiera implicar per s¢ un partido permanentemente critico
de la realidad. que vivinios y en constente disposicién al
andiisis 3 @ la reflexion”™. Al fin y al cibo .dejarle usi, es
hacerlo en lo declarativo y conceptuario ¢n iz forma y no en el
contenido, ademds de que cllo no nos d:ferencia con sectores
pensantes de la derecha.

Aceptar que la:definicidn de partido e izquierda no. es por
decreto, implica tener claro que constituye un proceso que se
va siguiendo.ty ¢ construyendo en el contexto politico
determinado-y en el tiempo, a partir de conceptos bésicos
definitorios ‘de:esta corriente ideoldgica. En el aqui y ahora
infiere preguntarse y responder ;cual es el proyecto de nacién

de la izquierda?, como sz cuestiona el investigador Enrique
Semao,

parur de lo circunsianc

La Nueva [zquierda no pudo ¢ quiso incidir en refo ulg; el
debate en el V Congreso. incluso cuando en la reun}ééi’% La
T.lmdad Tla‘«:r.la se .1‘[)12111 deﬁmdo obJetwo )

! LC_]OS .«
posibilidad de discutir verdad Lwnmnte la estratpgla a scgulr en

"¢l actual periodo y picver desde entonces los “po:xblcs

escenarios que pudiesen surgir uespués del 2 de ]UllO"EStO se
ha evidenciado mas con la inexistencia d= una “direccion
partidaria que asuma ios 1ctos politicos y les .de .salidas
adecuadas. Pareciera que 30 ha qucdado sustituido por
nuestres dos principales candidatos. ¢ Hasta donde si se hubicse
dado esta discusion en ¢l Congreso, se hubiese mediatizado a
quicaes desde el interior del PRD ic entraron al pragmatismo,
ubicdndose en el campo del voto Uil a favor de Foxg Asi, el
oportunismin de los Kuris hutiese quedado ayuno de presunta
teoria parz sus deslices politicos, :

Un paso importante ha siclo la edicién de la revista promovida
por la corriente, pero ciaramente insuficiente atn, al amparo de
los eventos principales dol parisdo, aquellos donde se ha tenido
que :doptar determinaciones fundamcrtales para el desarrolo
polit co donde incide nucsire pariide y donde la publicacién ha
incidido solo tangenciuimente. Hay muchos aspectos que
widavia se deben discutr y cencontrar salidas. Para: muchos
peiredistas, por cjemplo. ¢f inunfo de la linea de. transicion
pacirda durante el Terce: Congreso Nacional, fue un retroceso
jue evidencio la “derechizacion de la izquierda™ como acaba
de atirmar recientemente Miwco Rascon. Este es un punto guc
necesariamente tenemos que dilucidar, en el marco de as
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‘;x:c.\'as.cxrcunst.ancias y de fa posibifidad real de que el PRI
pierda las elecciones federales,

;S}x‘bqueremos darle un perfil realmente de izquierda al PRD
c;;i:g:sl empezar por ddmoslo primeramente a aquelloé
Corriem.?eénggempeﬁado nuestro csfuerzo en esta naciente
- Unida;,; c«?i;rt:os la]stres dc pl::’lciicas grupales que pervierten
;1.ndamegtary Cosne“aoac(;:l:tn de alquellos que coinciden en Jo

ercar las actitudes cupulares y e
?l::::::: :;s:';z;doden presuntas comcxdencmspLa NLi:evzi
Um%cucn.;cmem e dejar pasar mas Kuris y debe adoptar
|M¢nsbcr’gemalc una actitud - critica,  Hans  Magnus
Jnuers ”u“ w:mal al respecto que la critica “sélo tiene
yenriae. enor:s A.\1(‘.'1&:113 de sus propias limitaciones™ 'y yo
o primerég' , ora estamos on ¢l tiempe de hacer uno de

) -recuentos.

COMENTARIOS FINALES
Lstamos %;‘:As.élo uros dias d fe Juli
! ! as del 2 de juiio. Ha si
: , 3 . sido acertado
c\oj::gca:‘ a{una reunién de ia Nueva lzquierda ahora y ndo(
cuan c; lsz ll:%a." presentado los resultados electorales. Ayudard
o-empuyje a la actividad de |
campafia“y=&Yprepararnos o o o
. para los diversos e
" scenarios que
pudiesen preSeéntarse. Tenemos la obligacion de mostrar ant;1 el

resto  del@partid
G una ostu
Pl'OPOSiti'\‘/a.’t\mu postura inadura, institucional v

Vivimos un?
e IO S Lln fnomento cruciai en a historia de nuestro p als
’ <
COHIOS -nunca  anies 'Wodu.ms asegurar que I\U"‘"

coneretarse 12 aliernaidiy

do derrotado ¢

o nstitugiond (4 claro que la may oria
on seher nada deun partido q'u
puio errdticaments @ Néxico v ogue 30 *pca',:ccuvas prewende

Lo mas de fo misiaoa o8 Uit

RIS

P do Revolacionar
do s Mexicanos i no it

a8

¢ adanos.,

Tembién tenemos y debemes qQue ser claros, que sGi0 hay dos
wl que defiende ¢l PRIy ¢l

proyectos de Nacidn en dispuli, aguv
PAN, contra el que levanis ¢l PRD v los partidos de la Alianza
pOGEMos concebir

poo México. Congrugnie 2 ssto #@
ri/siciones pragmaticas, al ampo del cual otorga el apeye @
. candidatlo que presuntamenté lleva la veniaja, aun cuando
¢oie represente ung ngsicion politx jou ~nn‘ ente re(rograd'\ que

<! wandcra:‘o de! f{c~o.w,nz“
| partido han asumiue
s inicios dc.

-

sol

'\w\‘L,] n e ’“nwlh LN

N {)0\\\..,)1“,

noocardenisas, ¢

a por Hamar ai)
PAN haya i

v-\xl pur,\.xsx aun cuando <l
gue e 1o hac;uo qst, habriumes
vancisco Labastida. La di L»cxcw del partide debid de-habe

!

sromovido la dissusion en
yreventivanients hubiese desa
ingenua u 0poriuni jstamenie b

he.w que ver con la atirea cue &

mnd el PRI

ia !\?‘tevalzquic. , debiera sov la prome

leana iniciar amoidt

discusion, lo cual WP

satido al pase won

\oiora de la mencionada
tan a revision de 108

caido en el jLLLO Jde

s todus las instancias partidarias, \,u_
aemiaco las intentonas de quienes
adopiado una postura que nadt

O
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—




diversos escenarios que pudicsen presentarse posterior al dia de
la ornada electoral Vol ubleacién que en olios tendriz el
Paricds de la Revelucion  Demaoc T, sed coma  un
nsirtmento de la mavoria o mexicanos ¢n el poder o come el
partide visagra, en caso e que Jos resuliados 1o nos sean

favorables, pero tos clectores nos sigan uhicands en un €3paciy

indispunsable para of desarralio poii

00 dai pals.

Debemos coadyuvar a que 2 Partide saiga unido de proceso,
cohesionado  internamente, con wuda L.itweional, con
perspectivas vy expectalivas  de cambio  demw..ii.c,
independicntemente que pueda conuaese un gobierno de
derecha sea por lu via del PAN 0 def PRI Al respecto se
deberic: dar continuidad a la coyuntura! alianza electoral, en
una cenfivencia democritica que nucled a aqueltas fuerzas
imegradas ahora en Ia Allanza por México v @ los sectores de
la i vida social, en o qus fria

“oscoalavance d

1

neebirse como un

México, D.F., 13 de junio del 2000

Danict Carlos Garcia

137




cELBRHCO DE MEXICT
At TA AL PORTAOOH
RS Y e i

":xﬁ“*‘»k 5?‘4&1 'm
&

-

138



The Weekly Newsmagazine

CABDE NS OF M Vi

by » o «

139



140



}ﬁ;;ﬂ 18 de apdo L0 kv, lfpﬁm&i A6 ity

$ e

.
IEN ¥,

v (0 i‘ v
PRENTE OLIOCRATICO NALIONAL &

141



Primer Congreso Nacional

DE LA REVOLUGION DEMOCRATICA

=5

142



7 Draut L GSTENA G
10 AgAACHA, K5 U6 V)
fonuele up LoPEr- '
0RRpPeR. MRS \?-,
B Ln DEMOCEALIA.

RS
SRS

.':"""« ¢

ndres opez Obrador

143



144




145




