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Introduction 

At the very beginning was my indignation. The electoral campaign in Czech Republic 

in 2002 provoked me to explore the use of history in the political process. The elections 

took place right before the entrance of the Czech Republic to the European Union and 

several political actors took the occasion to philosophy about the threatened Czech 

identity, trying to "speak for the nation" (it means for the community according to most 

criterions I belong to), yet I could not identify with those self- appointed "speakers" of 

the nation or those who promised to protect it. Analyzing the electoral campaign of my 

country I realized that the politicians seldom hesitate to use historical references for their 

particular goals, so they can present their political agenda as a part of a broader ideology, 

some existing tradition or in extreme cases, try to present themselves as the only real 

inheritors of these traditions or as self- styled guardians of the nation. Watching 

historians as they give in the media academic backups to politicians that tried to use 

nationalism as a political instrument, I felt something was going wrong. I experienced 

how the past was (ab)used to affect my life and being a history student I desired to get to 

the bottom of the fact that it is mostly a politician who provokes such nationalistic frenzy 

and my compatriots don't mind. 

I tried to identify the most often referred symbols in then recent political process and to 

my surprise, one of the most frequently revocated event (symbol) in the political process 

was the famous "Velvet revolution" of 19891
, which was at the time a very recent 

historical event, nonetheless, already came to be a powerful historical symbol and most 

ofthe Czechs identified with it. Diverse groups used the symbol to gain popular support 

for their goals. I realized how easily a revolution becomes a symbol with both obvious 

and disguised connotations. I sought a parallel to compare to. The Mexican case is an 

extraordinary one: in my opinion the Mexican Revolution was an accelerated process of 

incorporation of vast masses in the politi cal process and in fact initiated the final stage of 

the "making" of the Mexican nation. We wouldn't be so far from truth, claiming the 

1 The revolutionary symbol s were used for instance in 1999 by the initiative "Thank you, farewell" 
(Děkujeme odejděte) and during the crisis in the Czech TV in 2001. 



Mexican Revolution is a supreme symbol of the Mexican nation. As a result, throughout 

the last century principally two political parties have sought to seize the symbolism ofthe 

Mexican Revolution: the Institutional Revolutionary Party (PRI) and the Party of the 

Democratic Revolution (PRD). 

Political actors in pursuit of power seek links to the voters in order to gain their trust. 

Both democratic and undemocratic regimes follow the similar pattem. The latter differs 

from the former only in the incapacity to prove the link between the politician and the 

people i s real or to deny that the link is a result of an elaborate propaganda. 

The use of national symbols as a political tool in modem politics is not a mere 

retrograde obsession of conservative politicians, but works as a very effective instrument 

to obtain political support both on the right and on the left. Nationalistic drive in current 

politics mostly consists in the struggle between the competing political entities to prove 

in front of the voters that their politi cal projects match the "key princip les of the nation" 

and the adversaries' does not. The political actors at power (or the one who tries to gain 

the power) seeks to be seen as "heirs" or "speakers" of the "key principles of the nation" 

(the national tradition) in order to gain votes and popular support (even the most severe 

dictatorships need it). 

This simple generalization is applicable to many Latin American countries of the 20th 

century. The tug-of-war for the national symbols between the ruling undemocratic regime 

in Mexico and the dissident political movement FDN (that Jater grew to be a regular party 

PRD) is an eminent example of a new character of "nationalism" in modem politics. 

Nonetheless the term "nationalism" requires commas in this case, since the principal goal 

of the mentioned political actors is not a creation of a nation, but a domination or a 

support ofthe nation (voters) using the national symbols. 

The Mexican one party rule, forged since the end of the 1 ~'20s derived its legitimacy 

from the Mexican Revolution. The ideological backing of the ruling party nevertheless 

would be hardly so effective ifthe Mexican Revolution wasn't a comerstone in creation 

ofthe Mexican nation and did not become a national symbol often referred as the number 

o ne. 
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A great part of PRI's (Revolutionary Institutional Party) ability to convince about its 

indispensable and logical rolee in Mexican political process was in great part due to its 

capacity to manage the symbols of the Mexican Revolution, creating a direct bond 

between the party and the nation. As a result, the party was seen as a logical instrument 

ofthe nation. 

This link between the political party and the nation was universally accepted even by 

avowed adversaries of the ruling party: the political challengers of the one party system 

in 1988 (National Democratic Front) did not put in doubt the one party rule as such and 

did not proceed exclusively in the name of democracy. They even played the ideological 

game with rules set by the PRI, not putting in doubt the bond "Party - Revolution -

Nation", they only denounced the validity of that bond, claiming that PRI no Ianger had 

the "jurisdiction" to administer the supreme national symbol. 

The above mentioned scramble for the symbol of the Mexican Revolution implies that 

the singular political event is an attractive political tool for those who seek to be seen as 

spokesmen of the nation. The tool works well especially in key political moments when 

nation is supposed to unite in the name of a particular goal. Then the game with national 

symbols acquires particular momentum. 

National identity is in great part a construct that requires a set of myths symbols and 

legends that serves as points of reference of o ne co mm unity (Smith: 1991, 1994, 

Lomnitz: 2001 ). Identity nurtures itself from strong beliefs, inherited perceptions of 

repetitive information, helping thus to conform "the power of selť' (Smith: 1991, 1994), 

often required in times of crisis, war and mobilizations. For this author the identity gives 

people willingness and reasons to act and react. Smith observes that such perspective 

"makes it possible for ethnicity to be used 'instrumentally' to further individua! or 

collective interests, particularly to competing elites who need to mobilize large 

followings to support goals in the struggle for power" (Smith: 1991, p. 20). The rise ofthe 

FDN2 and Jater PRD can either be seen as an attempt of the leftist fraction of the PRI to 

regain the power in the party, which eventually proved to be unfeasible, so the leftist 

2 Frente Democratico Nacional: founded in 1988 to support the independent presidential candidacy of 
Cuauhtemoc Cardenas. 
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priistas3 decided to found an independent political option: or it can be seen as an effect of 

inefficiency of the political system designed in the late l920s, unable to provide 

economical benefits for its citizens in the end l980s. In this paper, I will analyze 

principally the ideology the PRD invented in order to explain its existence: the "rescue of 

the democracy" and of the Mexican nation as such. The symbol, which had the capacity 

to include both concepts, was the Mexican Revolution. Retaking the idea of Smith, the 

"instrumentally used ethnicity" (national symbols) was a mean to mobilize voters: The 

FDN presented their existence in terms of the Mexican Revolution, in order to gain larger 

support for their goals and to unite people around the concepts of the "nation" and the 

"democracy". The Iatter even became part ofthe party' s name. 

After the Mexican independence the concept of natíon varied according to the elite that 

administered the content of this concept and determined who qualified to be a member of 

the national community. Each stage matched different set of historical references, 

recurring to fabrication and idealization of myths, according to the inherent dynamism of 

the community's ends. "The symbols by which we define ourselves in the present and the 

symbols by which we identify with larger political groupings and make sense of the 

political world around us, are for the most part symbols that represent the past"(Kertzer. 

p.7). As I sustain, Mexican Revolution, virtually included to the date excluded sectors. 

The constrained concept of the nation thus no Ianger was applicable only to the elite, 

which met with certain racial and cultural predispositions, but was extended to the 

majority. The redefined community needed new symbols, the majority could identify 

with. In this context, a consistent government- led propaganda in the 1920s and 1930s 

begun to transform the historical event (the Mexican Revolution) in a new national 

symbol. The Revolution became defined by the government as a never ending process 

and the party (PNR4
, later called PMR5 and finally PRI) was a legitimate enforcer ofthe 

revolutionary ideals. The propaganda deliberately depicted governmenťs policies as a 

continuing Revolution and pursuit of the revolutionary princip les. Most of the Mexicans 

would agree with the idea, that the "institutionalized revolution" reached the peak during 

3 Members of the PRI 
4 National Revolutionary Party (Partido Nacional Revolucionario) 
5 Party ofthe Mexican Revolution (Partido de Ia Revolución Mexicana) 
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the presidency of Lázaro Cárdenas, who presented his reforms as a completion of the 

princip les of the revolutionary Constitution of the 1917. The latter became a legend, 

generating a particular tradition vindicated mostly by popular sectors (peasants and labor 

workers) and ofthe politicalleft. Cárdenas became a symbolical bridge between the Party 

of the Democratic Revolution (led by Lázaro's son) and the Mexican Revolution, when 

the new party claimed it was the only real continuator ofthe real revolutionary tradition. 

As I assume, the symbol was the supreme and single most important one for the Mexican 

nationalism: scizing the tradition of the Mexican Revolution, the party behaved as a 

speaker of the people, speaker of the nations, the real inheritor of the true mexican 

traditions, in contrast to "foreign" ruling party: "Por el rescate de México"6 (for the 

rescue ofMexico), was the principal slogan ofCárdenas's Campaign in 1989. 

The invention of a tradition is a part of the process of "imagining the community", 

which requires elaboration of a consistent national tradition. To create a nation the 

Mexican elites needed a pervasive ideology, to diminish the existing divisions within 

Mexico. 

In the analysis I will concieve the term "nationalism" as an effect of a systematical 

propaganda of the elites. In the first chapter I will outline the stages of the Mexican 

nationalism and emphasize the final one (1920s and 1930s), since the elite which led the 

national propaganda came from the ruling party, which established the regime lasting 

over seven decades of the 20th century. As the one party elite led the final stage of the 

"nation making", the party generated a particular regime with extraordinary presence of 

nationalism in the official propaganda. The nationalism and the PRI's ideology were 

often seen as o ne. The relative and ever changing character of the revolutionary tradition 

will be an object of the following chapter, where I will shed light on the creation of the 

Revolutionary tradition in the 1910s and 19~0s. The tradition was an object of 

contradictory interpretations, according to the elite that defined the constent of the 

tradition: since 191 Os different "sub-traditions" (maderismo, carranzismo, zapatismo, 

villismo) competed for hegemony. The third chapter relates the origins of the use of the 

Mexican Revolution as a legitimation for the political system. The next chapter focuses 

6 See Appendix, p. 138 
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the "peak of the Revolution", the presidential tenn of Lázaro Cárdenas, when the key 

revolutionary principles were allegedely attained. The following parts of the paper 

dedicates to the continuing deviation of PRI's govemments from the revolutionary 

standard set by Cárdenas. Fina! chapters seek to explain the emergence of the FDN and 

PRD and their seizure ofthe ideology, usurped by the ruling party. 

Emerging nationalism 

Early national bonds: church and blood 

The Spanish and Spanish American cases suggest that the American nationalism 

developed in stages, beginning with European colonization in the sixteenth century. The 

case of Latin American concept of nation was closely related to kinship, racial origin 

identity and religion (Lomnitz: 2001 ). 

The concept of "Spanish" as a lega! category set the rul es of blood hierarchy enshrined 

in so called "Laws of the lndies". The notion of "Spanishness" was built out of an idea of 

privileged connection to church and "pa tria" and this concept was retaken by early 

Mexican independence leaders. The fact that the fathers of the Mexican independence7 

were secular priests indicates a widely accepted mix up between the concepts of religion 

and the nation, typical for the early independence period. Both Hidalgo and Morelos 

defined their struggle for independence in religious terms, accusing the Spanish of 

betraying their true Christian mission and using Christianity as a subterfuge for the 

exploitation of Americas (Lomnitz: 2001, p. 26- 29). 

7 Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla, José María Morelos 
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Nationality and Independence 

Lomnitz claims that "one of the centra( ideological problcms of the "nation making" 

process was how to transform the "new patriotism" into a "new nationalism" that could 

include social groups that had becn born in Mexico but did not belong to this Hispano­

Mexican race" (Lomnitz: 200 l, p. 46). It was thus for this reason that the ca rl y 

independence symbols were linked (instead to a particular tradition) to symbols of the 

land (Aztec eagle) ti ll the mid l800s. This period lacked consistent national propaganda 

promoted by the elites, so the cohesion to land preceded the nationalism in Mexico and 

there was no general agreement about who qualifies to be a member ofthe nation. 

Branderburg sustains that during the pre-liberal era, there were parallel traditions even 

in spheres like religion: "There were two Catholic churches: The sophisticated European 

and crcoles honored the white skinncd virgin Mary, the dark skinned Lady of Guadalupe 

served as a rdigious matron of the Indian" and even in economical strategies: "The 

economy was also organized on two differing concepts: feudalism and capitalism" 

(Branderbourg, p.31 ). The use of the symbol of the Virgen de Guadalupe during the 

Mexican independence8 (Hidalgo used during his insurrection a flag with her imagc, 

Morelos u sed a standard with the inscription "Viva !a Virgen Maria") even could not be 

considered a manifestation of an early nationalism, since the straightforward and 

seemingly obvious link between the symbols of the early independence period and the 

8 Jose María Morelos even tried to establish Virgen de Gualdalupe as an official national symbol: "Que en 

Ja misma se estable:::ca por Iey constitucional Ja celebración de! día 12 de diciembre de todos los pueblos, 

dedicando a Ja patrona de nuestra libertad, María santísima de Guadalupe, encargando a todos los 

pueblos Ia devoción mensal". The same íntentío", Merelos had with the national ritual of thc so called 

"Grito de Independencia" as a national feast: "Que igualmente se solemnice el dia 16 de septiembre todos 

los aňos, como el día aniversario en que se levantó Ia voz de Ia independencia y nuestra santa libertad 

comenzó, pues en ese díafue en el que se desplegaron los labios de Ia nación para rec/amar sus derechos 

con espada en mano para ser oída, recordando siempre el mérito de/ grande héroe, el seňor don Miguel 

Hidalgo y su compaiíero don Ignacio Allende ". In; Car! os Hercjón, More! os: Antología documental 

(Ciudad de México: Secretaría de Educación Pública, 1985), 133-135 (Taken from Carlos Herejon, 

Morclos, Document of Anthology, Mexíco City, Secretary ofPublic Education, 1985), pp. 133-135 
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modem Mexican nation, that are seen from current perspective as truly national (Virgen 

de Guadalupe ), are a result of a modem historical selection. 

Hidalgo and A1orelos 

Morelos along with Hidalgo9 are arguably considered by modem Mexican 

historiography as the founding fathers of the Mexican nation. Partly this is due to 

Morelo's "revolutionary ideario", which (according to official goverment 

historiography), matched thc kcy principles of the Mexican Revolution. Jose Maria 

More! os kept up the fight against the Spanish for two years after his "teacher" (l-Iidalgo) 

had been captured and executed. Hís pian for molding a nation, issued in 1813, proposed 

such sweeping social and economic reforms as racial equality, land distribution and 

anticlerical measures, which wcrc seen by the post- revolutionary historiography as an 

antecedent ofthe Mexican Revolution10
: 

"Que como Ia buena Iey es superior a todo hombre, las que dicte nuestro 

congreso deben ser tule/\', que obliguen a constancia y patriotismo, moderen 

Ia opulencia y la indigencia, y de tal suerte se aumente el jornal del pobre, 

que mejore sus costumbres, alejando Ia ignoranci a, Ia rapifía y el hurto "1 1
• 

lt is mainly for this reason Jose Maria Morelos is considered a "Servant ofthe Nation" 

(Benjamin, p. 2): He is considered a forerunner ofthe real "nation- making": the Mexican 

Revolution, which had to be incorporated in existing traditions, "swallow" them and turn 

9 Miguel Hidalgo y Costilla is usually referred ;JSa "Father ofthe Patría'' 
1° For instance, Octavio Paz it in The Labyrinth of Solitude puts it: "The Revolution on Independence was a 

class war, and its nature cannot be understood correctly unless we recognize the fact that unlike what 

happened in South America, it was an agrarian revolt in gestation. This is why the army (with the criollos 

Jike Iturbide), the Church and the great landowners supported the Spanish crown, and these wee the forces 

that defeated Hidalgo, Morelos and Javier Mina". In (Paz, Grove Press, New York, 1961) 
11 Lea!, Juan Filipe, p. 154 
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them in a part of the Revolution itself. In sum, the insurrection of Morelos and Hidalgo 

is seen as one of the corncrstones in the nation- mainly because the official one party 

propaganda presented this event as an antecedent ofthe Mexican Revolution. 

Liberalism: nation as a cummunity oJ citizens 

The difficulty with defining the nation was reflected in the fluctuating ways in 

which citizenship was defined. Though there were ties to the homeland, the definitive 

criterion of the nationality was much more restricted. The common restraints in by the 

mid 1800 were age, sex, annual income, literacy. Thus nationalist ideology in the first 

hal f of the century perrnitted de facto the detention of colonial social hierarchics. 

The search for a national identification during the libcral period revealed all kinds of 

dilemmas over the split of personality: Two basically incompatible cultures, the European 

and the Indian, Iived side by side in a cultural duality. The conflict over where to place 

indigenous communities in the new national society did translate to the regional conflicts 

that became a fundamental part of forthcoming Mexican Revolution. 

The liberal constitution of 1857 develops an inclusive and relatively unproblematic 

idcntification between citizenship and nationality. The concept of the nation was 

extendcd due to the faith in universa! rights and equality. The nationality in Juarez's 

terms was supposed blend with citizenry. Benito Juarez was of Zapotec origin portrayed 

himself as a living proof that the liberal ideals were attainable, yet the liberal "nation of 

citizens" assumes equality of opportunity. Thc principles enshrined in the constitution of 

1857 expressed Juarez in a letter from 1858: 

" Al cumplir ho_v este deber, nada tiene que decir el Gobierno respecto de 

sus pensamientos sobre Ia organización polftica de/ país, porque siendo el 

mismo una emanación de Ia constitución de 1857, y considerándose, además, 

como el representante legitimo de los principios liberales consignados en 

ella, debe comprenderse naturalmente que sus aspiraciones se dirigen a que 
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los ciudadanos todos, sin distinción de clases ni condiciones, disjruten de 

cuantos derechos y garantías sean compatibles con el buen orden de Ia 

sociedad a que zmas y otras se hagan siempre ejectivas por Ia Buena 

administracíón de justicia "12 

Nationalism and the Revolution the Constitution 1917 

The Mexican Revolution (191 0-1920) overthrcw a 30 year dictatorship, brought a civil 

war, established new governments, and changed economical systems of the country. The 

Mexican Revolution was also (or because of it) an impottant push toward the creation of 

a widespread national conciousness. This event, in fact, brought a "purpose" for the 

nation in the modem age, a source of legitimacy for succesive governments, spring of 

national creativity unparallelled sinece the precolombian era. Octavio Paz puts it: 

" ... ln one sense ... the Revolution has recreated the nation. ln another sense, 

oj equal importance, it has extended nationality to races and classes which 

neither colonialism nor the 191
h century were able to incorporate into our 

national lije. But (..) it was incapable oj creating a vita! order that would be 

at once a world view and the basis oj a really just and jree society. (...) to 

understand it correctly, it is necesarry to see it as a part oj process that is stil! 

going on. (. . .) The Revolution was going to invent a Mexico that would be 

jaithjul to itselj"13
. 

The popular revolutionary k..tders were enhanced on innaturallevel of eternal standard, 

ofnewly defined Mexican ideals, a basis around wbich the national identity will be built. 

Paul Kertzer sustains, that "if the past is sacred and provides the self with the sense of 

12 Letter sent from Veracruz to Guillermo r. Henry in San Antonio, Texas, 3rd August 1958, in;Tamayo, 

Jorge: Antologia de Benito Juarez, UNAM, Mexico, 1972, p. 81 
13 Paz, Octavio, Labyrinth of Solitude, Grove Press, New York, 1961, p. 25 

10 



continuity and structure, then it follows that the past itself comes to ha ve a certain kind of 

structure, infused with sacrality". 14 The Revolution becomes a fundamental ideological 

source ofpower, source offascination, an event that beats time and space. 

Till the Mexican H.evolution the community lacked a single mainstream ideology 

(either defined in religious or racial terms) that would unify the diverse layers of the 

Mexican society at the time. The concept of Mexican nation thus stayed undefined, until 

the stream ofpropaganda flooded Mexico in the aftermath ofthe Mexican Revolution. 

The Constitution from 1917 retakes liberal features with respect to the definition ofthe 

citizenship; 

A. lvfexicans by birth are: 

I Thosc born in the territory oj the Republic, regardless oj the 

nationality ojtheir parents: 

ll Those born in ajoreign count1y oj Mexican parents; oj a Mexican 

jather and ajoreign mother; or oj a Mexican mother and an unknown 

jat her; 

III Those born on Mexican vessels or airships, either war or merchant 

vessels. 

B. Afexicans by naturalization are: 

I Forcigners who obtain letters oj naturalization from the Secretariat 

oj Foreign Relations; 

Jl A joreign woman who man· i es a Mexican man and has or establishes 

her domicile within the national territory15
. 

14 Kertzer, p. 102 

15 Text translated from Constitución Política de los Estados Unidos Mexicanos, Trigésima Quinta Edición, 

1967, Editorial Porrua, S. A., México, D. F. Originally published by the Pan American Union, General 

Secretariat, Organization of American States, Washington, D.C., 1968. 
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However, while the liberal constitution of 1857 is based on the idea of free market 

forces and respect for the rights of man, the 1917 Constitution claims the state's right to 

permit and prohibit the free action of foreigncrs in the country and watch over the public 

interesL In contrast to the liberal ideology, the revolutionary constitution clearly outlines 

the inalienablc possession of the nation. In contrast, the liberal constitution only sets 

criteria for the "citizenship" and doesn't explicitely define the "m1tion". The Constitution 

of 1917 introduces terms as "public intercst'' and i s presented as a product of the nation' s 

wishes. 

"Only Afexicans by birth or naturalization and Jvfexican companies have the 

right to acquire ownership oj lands, waters, and their appurtenances, or to 

obtain concessions for the exploitation oj mine s or oj waters. The State may 

grant the same right to foreigners, provided they agree before the Ministry oj 

Foreign Relations to consider themselves as nationals in respect to such 

property, and bind themselves not to invoke the protection oj their 

governments in matters relatíng thereto; under penalty, in case oj 

noncompliance with this agreement, oj jorfeiture oj the property acquired to 

the Nation. Under no circumstances may foreigners acquire direct ownership 

oj lands or waters within a zone oj one hundred kilometers along the 

frontiers and offifty kilometers along the shores ofthe country. "16 

The Constitution states that all the land of Mexico i s an inalienable possession of the 

nation that can be bought and sold but can be returned to public use when so needed. The 

tendency to associate the nationalism with economy also originates in the post­

revolutionary era and ever since on the nationalism is mostly expressed in economical 

terms. 

In the period prior to the outbreak of the Revolution, the middle class became the most 

nationalistic. Díaz had created an economic situation highly favorable to foreign 

investors. Many members of the middle classes began to chafe against the limitations of 

16 Constitution of 1917 
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these policies that were placed on their own ambitions; their desire to develop Mexico for 

their own benefit contributed to the outbreak of the Revolution. The Carrancista 

leadership, a virtual father of the Constitution of 1917, sprang exactly from the ranks 

nationalistic middle classes. Whcn hc came to power, he put through nationalism as a 

mean to support the rule derived from the Revolution (Gilly, 1994, 297). 

The liberal focus on the national identity based on citizenship was not so much a 

product of existing equality among citizens, but rather a mean of unification of the 

divisions among elites and partly the result of the pressure of the popular groups. 

Liberalism as a matter of fact preceded the fu ll- scale nationalism. 

"As soon as a centra! state was consolidated, citizenship went from being seen as an 

urgent and supreme idea! to being a long-term goal that could be achieved only after the 

enlightened, scientific state had donc its job. This perspective, in its tum, transformed by 

the post-revolutionary state, which complemented it with the organization of the pueblo 

into corporations were regulated and protected by state" (Lomnitz, p. 74). The 

combination of national consolidation, rapid modemization, and the extension of a 

degraded citizenship to the vast majority is part of the backdrop of the Mexican 

revolution in 191 O. The order set by the Constitution allowed Mexicans access to series 

of benefits, including land and social protection against employers. The incorporation of 

vast masses in to the nation is, however a continuing process not completed up to this day. 

The Revolutionary tradition 

Nationalism and the Revolution - competing elites 

The use of the Revolutionary heroes in the political propaganda served as a very smart 

instrument to obtain credibility as a continuator of the revolutionary principles and 

demonstrate the revolutionary character of the govemment. This political style implied 

the promotion of nationalism by the official representatives. In the first post­

revolutionary electoral competition, there appeared concious attempts to shape image of 
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the revolutionary heroes to fit the particular factional preferences. The public images of 

the four analized heroes of the revolution were in fact transformed in a sort of "jar": the 

form or forma! apperance remained seemingly the same (thanks to a hard work of the the 

official historians) but the content differed depending on what political actor used the jars 

for its govemmental fun-fest. 

The post- revolutionary president' s and PRI's use of the Revolution as a uniforming 

symbol contradicted one of the most evident characteristic of the Revolution the 

disunity. In 1924 the revolutionaries split along the lines, leading to the wars where won 

middle-class and moderate movements over more radical ones of campesino.;. The 

middlc class struggles within the Revolution acquired rather persona! character. The 

major revolutionary currents became an object of "legcndarization" over the time, 

forming together a huge legend where each of the currents represents different aspect of 

this legend, competing one betwcen another for supremacy within the tradition. The 

government emphasized respectively, depending on the current idological priorities. The 

Revolution, being such a diverse subject, provided iť s administrators with a wide 

ideological flexibility. 

This "vagueness" is its best virtue permitting those who manipulate with this symbol to 

have enough space for maneuvering wherever necessary. The national revolutionary 

heroes- Francisco I. Madera, Emiliano Zapata, Venustiano Carranza, and Francizco 

Villa- were transformed in parts of supreme national symbols, each ofthem representing 

different aspects of the latter. 

Thomas Benjamin points out that the Mexicans sincc certain period started to 

systematically build the myth of the Mexican Revolution ( "the Revolution" with capital 

letter): " ... scribblers, journalists, politicians, intellectuals, propagandists, and the other 

insurgent spokesmen and women throughout the Mexico, the so called voceros de Ia 

Revolucion, had invented and constructed Revolution with capital letter in their 

pamphlets, broadsides, proclamations, histories, articles, editorials" (Benjamin, p. 13). 

The voceros de Ia Revolucion (spokesmen of the Revolution) are those who seized the 

14 



Revolutionary tradition and bcstowed it with certain meaning. The interpretations of the 

Revolutionary tradition varicd in proportion to the influence of competing elites. 

Thc creation of the PNR (National Revolutionary Party) and the consolidation of the 

Mexican politics coincide with the final stage of the Mexican nationalism (the project 

known as "forjando patria")17
• The revolutionary tradition 18 becomes more unified as a 

result of the political uniťication and establishment of the one party rule. "La 

Revolución" became a part ofmaster narrative- the stream oftradition" ( ... ) that created 

shaped and is the nation of Mexico" (Benjamin, p. 14). 

For Benedict Anderson a nation is an "imagined political community" (Anderson, p. 5). 

According to the latter, this artificial construct is based upon three main elements: 

memory, myth and history. These elements are the axis of the "invented tradition" 19
, 

17 These groups were: Madcristas, Magonistas, Zapatistas, Constitucionalistas, Cnvencionalistas, Villistas 

and Carrancistas. 
18 11 "The term 'invented tradition' is uscd in a broad, but not imprecise sense. It includes both 'traditions' 

actually invented, constructed and formally instituted and thosc cmerging in a less traceable manner within 

a brief dateable period matter of a few years perhaps- and establishing themselves with great rapidity. 

( ... ). It is evident that not all of them are equally permanent, but it is their appearance and establishment 

rather than their chances of survival which are our primary concem". (Hobsbawm, p. 1) 
14 "Ofrezco a Uds. Queridos pueblos, cuidar de sus intereses y de sus vidas, ciando por fortuna me toque 

estar en uno de ellos, para cuyo objeto me ocupen disciplina debidamente a mis soldados, y estos se 

mantendrán acuartelados, cuando tengamos Ia fortuna de tomar a fuerza alguna población de Ia defendidas 

por el Autócrata Madero, e destructor del Pian de San Luís Potosí". Manifeste de Emiliano Zapata dirigido 

a los pueblos para sostener que no son bandídos quienes luchan por el bienestar del Pueblo, Fuentes· para Ia 

historia de Ia evolución Mexicana IV, Manifiestos políticos (1892-1912), Fondo de Cultura Economica, 

1957,p.505 

See; "Taking into account that the so-called Chief of the Liberating Revolution of Mexico, Don Francisco 

I. Madero, through lack of integrity and the highest weakness, did not carry to a happyend the revolution 

which gloriously he initiated with the help of God and the people, since he left standing most of the 

governing powers and corrupted elements of oppression of the dictatoríal government of Porfirio Díaz, 

which are not nor can in any way be the representation ofNational Sovereignty, and which, for being most 

bitter adversaries of ours and of the principles which even now we defend, are provoking the discomfort of 

the country and opening new wounds in the bosom of the fatherland, to give it its own blood to drink; 

taking also into account that the aforementioned Sr. Francisco I. Madera, present President of the Republic, 
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which is a result of "selective remembering" and "dcliberate forgetting" (Anderson, pp. 

203- 210). As Benjamin comments, the Revolution with capital letter was a product of 

"collective memory, mythmaking, and history writing" (Benjamin, p. 19). 

Maurice Halbwachs claims that social groups determine what is memorable and how it 

will be remembered. The collective memory is thus a product of a highly selective 

process and virtually is never a faithful retrieval ofthe past (Halbwachs, p. 32). 

tries to avoid the fulfillment of the promises whích he made to the Nation in the Pian of San Luís Potosí, 

being [sic, restricting] the above-cited promíses to the agreements of Ciudad Juárez, by means of false 

promises and numerous intrigucs against the Nation nullifying, pursuing, jailing, or killing revolutionary 

ekments who helped him to occupy the high post ofPresident ofthe Republic; 

Taking into consideration that the so-often-repeated Francisco I. Madero has tried with the brute force of 

bayonets to shut up and to drown in blood the pueblos who ask, solicit, or demand from him the fulfillment 

of the promises of the revolution, calling them bandits and rebels, condemning them to a war of 

extermination without conceding or granting a single one ofthe guarantees which reason, justice, and the 

law prescribe; taking equally in to consideration that the President of the Republic Francisco I. Madero has 

made of Effective Suffrage a bloody trick on the people, already against the will of the same people 

imposing Attomey José M. Pino Suáez in the Vice-Presidency ofthe Republic, or [imposing as] Governors 

ofthe States [men] designated by him, like the so-called General Ambrosio Figueroa, scourge and tyrant of 

the people of Morelos, or entering into scandalous cooperation with the científico party, feuda! landlords, 

and oppressive bosses, enemies of the revolution proclaimed by him, so as to forge new chains and follow 

the pattern of a new dictatorship more shameful and more terrible than that of Porfirio Díaz, for it has been 

clear and patent that he has outraged the sovereignty of the States, trampling on the laws without any 

respect for li ves or interests, as has happened in the State of More! os, and others, leading them to the most 

horrendous anarchy which contemporary history registers. 

For these considerations we declare the aforementioned Francisco L Madero inept at realizing the 

promiscs Qfthe revolution ofwhich he was the author, beeause he has betrayed the principles with which 

he tricked the will of the people and was able to get into power: incapable of goveming, because he has no 

respect for the law and justice of the pueblos, and a traitor to the fatherland, because he i s humiliating in 

blood and fire, Mexicans who want liberties, so as to please the científicos, landlords, and bosses who 

enslave us, and from today on we begin to continue the revolution begun by him, until we achieve the 

overthrow of the dictatorial powers which exist". In; Pian de Ayala, John Womack, Zapata and the 

Mexican, Revolution, New York: Knopf, 1969, pp. 400-404. 
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ln nationalistic movements ( ... ) the appeal to memory articulates the narrative of the 

nationalist past, and enjoins its subject to recognize and own it. Political actors more or 

less explicitly determine the representation of the past public in the public/ collective 

memory. At the collective level the process of constructing reality involves selectivity 

determined by those who relate the past (Eber, p.S). 

The Revolution had always its official voceros and its disidennts, the Revolution is not 

one single monolithically consistent narrative. Since the very days of the Mexican 

Revolution there was present the tendency to sieze the Revolution by different political or 

social movements for particular cnds. The Revolution produced number of 

interpretations, basically reflecting distribution of power of competing elites: armed 

fractions, political movements, which were often in conflict with one another. 

Mexico saw several different and competing constructions of its past, distinct 

revolutionary traditions within Ia Revolucion: "The past, as well as power, is contested in 

politics, war and revolution. In the course of any struggle, the more powerful favor 

certain memorics and myths over others and seek to create an official (and in aspiration 

dominant national) memory in order to legitimize existing political authority" (Benjamin, 

p. 20). Interpretations of history (historical traditions) are appointed as official or 

dissenter, depending on the success of its spokesmen in achieving the power. Benjamin 

writes: "La Revolucion" emerged as successive official memories in a process not unlike 

geologie formation: an uneven sedimentation of memory, myth and history. lt was named 

historicized, and reified quite early on. As the post revolutionary state tried to consolidate 

power and authority in the 1920s, however, the existence of different, partisan 

revolutionary collective memories and myths-codified in time into competing 

revolutionary traditions, each with their heroes and villains, sacred and bitter 

anniversaries, myths and symbols- retarded the process" (Benjamin, pp. 20-21). 

}.Jaderismo 

The first consistent interpretation of the initial period of the Mexican Revolution was 

"maderismo", invented by Madero's followers and well disposed historians. 
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Madero is rooted in the Rcvolutionary tradition as an initiator of the Mexican 

Revolution. In the early years ofthe Revolution (from 1911 to 1913), the Maderistas and 

other revolutionaries participated in a discourse of memory intended to help guide them 

in shaping ongoing events in harmony with the slogan 'Effective Suffrage and No 

Reelection", which meant a real vote and no Boss Rule" (Beezley in: Wolfskill, p. 3). 

Benjamin writes that he Revolution "was historicized: it was portrayed as the third stage 

of an ongoing revolutionary tradition that began with the Insurgency in 181 O and 

continued with the Reform ofthe mid-to-late 1850s". (Benjamin, p. 41) 

The Revolution was placed in the existent revolutionary tradition. In this way the 

Maderistas were able to call upon venerated national heroes, to justify their leadership 

and policies: in effect they presented the Maderista cause as a national cause. The 

principles of the maderismo, ("Effective Suffrage and No Reelection"), thus had been 

firmly established in the national conscience. 

The project of the Revolution organized a set of chaotic events in one single coherent 

complcx historical bulk. The Revolution imagined by the Maderistas, justified and 

legitimized the actions of the revolutionaries and the regime. "lf la Revolucion was a 

force above and beyond thc human production, inevitable and inexorable, it was destined 

to be. Revolutionaries therefore, wcre on the "side of the history", success was 

guaranteed and opposition was futile" (Benjamin, p. 46). In the official revolutionary 

tradition Madero acquired certain connotation, making a link between himself and other 

precursors of the Revolution: The revolution initiated by Madero was threaded to the 

Revolution of Miguel Hidalgo as two distinct manifestations of one common national 

purpose: 

"La expresión vidente de Hidalgo puede aplicarse a don Francisco 

1 Madera, el indicador y apóstol de Ia Revolución Mexicana, que 

estallo en 191 O. En otros aspectos coinciden también los caudillos de 

Ia lndependencia y de Ia Revolución: ambos fueron sacrificados y 

murieron como mártires. ( .. .) Hidalgo fue le conductor de las chusmas 
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que tomaron Ia Bastil/a Mexicana: Ia Alhóndiga de Granaditas. 

Madera condujo a sus 'libertadores' a Ia rendición en Juárez"20 

In thc official history, the Revolution was portrayed as something inevitable. The 

historical personalities were glorified as forerunners or direct initiators of the Revolution 

and the heroes that stood apat1 of the dominant national (revolutionary tradition) slowly 

sink in oblivion. 

"Conciudadanos: Cuando según el Pian se San Louis Potosí de 5 de 

octubre pasado, os invite a tomar armas para reconquistar nuestras 

libertades y derechos políticos, todos acudisteis a mi lado en seis 

meses, debido a vuestro heroico esfuerzo, hemos derrocado el régimen 

dictatorial que por cerca de 35 anos oprimo nuestra Patria. 

El triunfo ha sido complete y en lo sucesivo Ia justicfa será igual 

para e/ rico y para el pobre, para el poderoso y para e/ humi/de: Ia 

libertad cobijara con sus anchos pliegues a todos los mexicanos, y 

todos unidos fraternalmente, trabajaremos por el engrandecimiento de 

nuestra Patria. (. . .) 

Sufragio efectivo. No Reeleccion" (Madero, Ciudad Juarez, 26th May, 

1911 ). 21 

The assassination of Madero immediately gave rise to a popular and lasting legend that 

became crucial element ofthe Revolution. Madero apostle became a Madero Martyr. 

By the end of 1913, the maderista discourse constituted only a part of the deluge of 

rhetoric flooding in Mexico. Madersitas had to compete with other emerging 

revolutionary traditions over the mainstream discour:>e of memory: "for the anarchists 

20 Bojorques, p. 9 
16 Manifest of Francisco Madero, announcing the triumph of the Revolution, In: Fuentes para Ia historia de 

Ia revolucion Mexicana IV, Manifestos politicos (1892-1912), Fondo de Cultura Economica, 1957, pp. 210, 

213 
17 Decree of December 1913, In: Fuentes para Ia historia de Ia evolución Mexicana IV, Manifiestos 

políti cos {I 892-19 12), Fondo de Cul tura Economica, 1957, p. 329 
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Partido Liberal Mexicano (PLM) of Ricardo Flores Magon, there had been no revolution 

at all. The PLM disputed 'the victory of the follo\vers of the bourgeoisie', that is: 

Maderistas, Reystas, Vazquistas, cientificos, and the many others whose only object is to 

put a man in the presidency" (Benjamin, p. 46). 

In the 1920s after the Revolution turmoil, the historians initiated the discussion over the 

posíti on of Madera in the revolutionary tradition. Madero was stili seen as a leader of the 

Revolution, but was definitcly reduced in political significance. 

Madero's death alone remained a monument, a symbol of the vileness of the counter­

revolutionary forces that supplanted him22
• 

Madera naturally comes out of process more enviably than his opponents: "At least he 

appears as weal but well meaning democrat, while they (his opponents) appear as 

bloodthirsty traitorous ruffians" (Joslin, p. 1 04). 

Zapatismo 

Lane Brunner writes that "nations do not have stable or natural identities. Instead 

national identity is constantly negotiated through discourse. There is ( ... ),a never ending 

and politically consequential rhetorical struggle ovcr national identity, and, because 

national identities are incessantly negotiated, nation building continually requires the 

services and advocates offering accounts of national characters. State representatives and 

those who publicly contend with them compete for the national imagination of citizens, 

particularly in times of social unrest, by appropriating available cultural materials to 

create visions of public belonging" (Bruner, p. 17). The interpretation of the Mexican 

Revolution varied according to goals of the politicians shaping the revolutionary 

discourse. In the post- revolutionary the contttbution of the "zapatismo" to the 

revolutionary tradition was reduced to the agrarian agenda, serving the post­

revolutionary party principally as a point of reference to agrarian reforms of the past and 

the future 
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During Madero's s rule, when reforms in the agrarian sector were not com ing, many of 

the Madero's supporters grew disaffected, and new revolts broke out. The most notable 

one in State of Morelos where peasant movemcnt led by Emiliano Zapata called for the 

expropriation of the I faciendas. "The zapatistas had cooperated with the maderistas to 

overthrow Díaz but repudiated Madero when he would not bring the agrarian form 

immediately" (O'Malley, p. 9). 

Similarly as the former maderistas creatcd their own versions of the Mexican 

Revolution, the followcrs of Emiliano Zapata from Morelos sustained their own 

interpretation of the Revolution of 191 O and claimed principles that were far beyond 

Madero's political agenda. The influence ofthc Zapatismo was however a product ofthe 

mythyzation following Emiliano s death, transforming him in a cult that supported 

ideologically its creators: especially the posrevolutionary presidents used the cult of 

Zapata and Villa in order to be seen as the effective heirs of the revolution, representing 

different aspects of it. 

The Zapatistas brought their own particu\ar vision of the Revolution that contrasted 

with Maderismo (and Constitucionalismo) in its focus on the popular character of the 

Revolution. The Revolution was thus defined as a popular movement, that started out in 

191 O, principally as movement against the dictatorship of Porfirio Díaz, which continued 

in fa vor of the ideals of the peasant with Zapata' s 1911 Pian of Ayala ("betrayed" by 

Madero ), and continued against Huerta and Carranza. "Within Ia Revolucion was the 

'agrarian Revolution'". (IJenjamin, p. 53). 

Madero, in the Zapata- shaped discourse, was thus depicted as "traitor" 

or"destructor' 23 of the real revolutionary principles enshrined in the Pian de Ayala, 

signed on November 25, 1911. The pian spelled out a program of land distribution, made 

provisions for assistencc for widows and orphants of revolutionaries and recognized the 

paramount right of the people to conduct their own affairs and to rule their own 

communities. "ln contrast to other land reform programs which obliged the peasants to to 

18 Herzog Jesús Silva, Breve Historia de Ia Revolución Mexicana, Editorial de Ciencias Sociales, La 

Habana, 1969,p.91 
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prove their right to obtain land, the Pian de Ayala obliged the hacendados to prove their 

right to keep land" (O'Malley, p.43). 

6°. Como parte adicional de/ pian que invocamos, hacemos constar: que los 

terrenos, montes y aguas que hayan usurpado los hacendados, científicos o 

caciques a Ia sombra de Za justícia venal, entrarán en posesíón de esos bienes 

inmuebles desde luego (. .. ) 

JO. En virtud de que Ia inmensa mayoría de los pueblos y ciudadanos mexicanos 

no són mas dueňos que del terreno que pisan sin poder mejorar en nada su 

condición social ni poder dedicarse a Ia industria o a Ia agricu/tura, por estar 

monopolizadas en unas cuantas manos, las tierras, montes y aguas; por esta 

causa, se expropiarán previa indemnización, de Ia tercera parte de esos 

monopolios, a los poderosos propietarios de ellos a fin de que los pueblos y 

ciudadanos de México obtengan ejidos, colonias, fundos lega/es para pueblos o 

campos de sembradura o de labor y se mejore en todo y para todo Ia Jalta de 

prosperidad y bienestar de los mexicanos. 

80. Los hacendados, científicos o caciques que se opongan directa o 

indirectamente a/ presente Pian, se nacionalizarán sus bienes (. .. ) "24 

The Revolution of the Zapatista peasants took the shape of a social rcvolution, while the 

other revolutionary movements were mainly seen as politi cal. "Zapata ( ... ) put the social 

reform first and political Reform second, while Madero favored the reverse of the 

combination" (Brandenburg, p. 49). 

The first objective of the Zapata- led struggle to recover communallands was portrayed 

as a natural continuation ofthe long struggle to enforce legality ofthe peasanťs historical 

19 In order for their support, Obregón gave the zapatistas the government of Meorelos, and placed many 

leading zapatistas in federal and military posts throughout Mexico, 
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claim (Gilly, p. 61-63). Zapata's motto "Land and Liberty" (Tierra y Libertad) ilustrates 

the order of Zapatas political priorities: 

"Hago un llamamiento a todos los pueblos de Ia Republica Mexicana, 

sin distinción de individuos en clases y categorias, a fin de que quiten 

de su menle todos los temores que Ia prensa aduladora y enemigos 

nuestros /ratan de manchar mi honradez y Ia de mis valientes 

soldados; que temáis, todo el individua que haya explotado, 

despojando de tierras, aguas y montes en gran escala a los pueblos, 

pero no de zma cobardia porque no somos cobardes, pero de que todo 

fo que no es suyo tendrá que devolverlo "25 

Zapata's particular vision of the revolutionary goals, were irreconcilable with the 

carrancismo/ constitucionalismo. Zapata's charge against Madero was the same to 

Carranza's. Both betrayed the Revolution. 

The Revolution fought by Zapata had the strongest peasant base and the zapatista were 

the most radical advocates of agrarian reform. The president Alvaro Obregón first used 

deliberately the zapatism as a symbol for his own purposes in order to gain further 

credibility and to dissociate himself from Carranza. 

According to O'Malley, the media discourse during the Obregón presidency tends to 

depict Zapata as a "modest Indian farmer, a defender of democracy a man of a healthy 

patriotism, who had fought for the future greatness ofthe Nation rather than for persona! 

aggrandizement ( ... ). His followers, ridiculed before as highwaymen and ragtag country 

bumbkins, were now described as admirably organized campesino soldiers (O'Malley, p. 

45). 

25 Manifiesto de Carranaza San Antonio, Texas, "La Prensa", May 18, 1920, In: Documentos Históricos de 

Ia Revolución Mexicana XVIII (Revolución y Régimen Constitucionalista),Vol. 6, torno 1, Comisión de 

Investigaciones Históricas de Ia Revolución Mexicana, México, 1970, p. 413 
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At his funeral, Zapata was depicted in terms that anticiapted the forthcoming legend. 

O'Malley writes that the speakers presented Zapata as an agent of class struglle and on 

the other hand appealed to the Cristian values, nationalist sentiment: "They cast him as 

patient, self sacrificing Christ-like man who had Ion endured physical abuse and insult to 

his mainly honor before takinh up arms. The remark about Zapata's openness to rich and 

poor softcncd the notion that he disliked individuals of the upper classes, while thc 

remarks about the foreign overseer ( ... ) showed Zapata as a man with whom all Mexicans 

( .... ) had something in common (O'Malley, pp. 46- 47). The propaganda needed Zapata 

admirable, but stili there existed certaín resentment toward Zapata by the Conservatives. 

Prior to Obregón's adoption of Zapata as a national-governmenatal symbol, favorable 

tales and songs, produced mainly by common people (especially in Morelos) created a 

popular image if Zapata. Their ballads stressed political issues and revolutionary deeds of 

the latter, above all Zapata' s dedicated struggle for land reform and his break from 

Carranza and Madero, who were not willing to puresue those reforms. But, as the number 

of offical and middle class defenders of Zapata increased, thc image of Zapata became 

more and more idealized and romanticized. 

The year 1931 brought the transedcntal culmination of the trend to honor Zapata. At 

the time Congress was considering the petition to recognize Zapata as a national hero. At 

the same timc Congress was considering placing Carranza in thc paneton ofthe national 

heroes. According to O'Malley, "the speakers argued that such honors were appropriate 

at a time when national harmony seemed to be growing stronger. ( ... ) On August 25, 

1931, the Mexican Congress voted to declare both men antional heroes and to have thcir 

names inscribcd in gold in the wall of the congressional chambers. Thus Zapata was 

officially incorporated into the historiography ofthe Revolution." (O'Malley, p. 59-60). 

Villismo 

Unlike Zapata, whose outstanding position in the Revolutionary discourse was due to 

his political activity as a spokesmen of the peasants of the state of Morelos, Villa's rise 
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from a local to astate leader ofthe Madero movement was during the Revolution related 

almost exclusively to his military capacitites. 

When Madera gained the presidency in 1910, Villa began to capture the public's 

attention as a defender of the new regime. After Madera' s assassination joined the 

Constitutionalist Army as a head of the northem army (Division de1 Norte), becoming 

popular as an incessant and succcsfu!l Huerta beater. 

Villa provides an example of a popular hero, friend of a poor and a true and able 

revoluionary soldier, but very cruel and imprevisible at the same time. Villa' s position in 

a symbolic pantheon of the Revolution is rather unique in terms of ambivalence and 

contradictory emotions about his role in the Revolution. 

Moreover, Villa had the necessary background to become a legend26
: great deal of his 

life was surrounded in mystery, little was known about his past before he joined the 

revolutionary forces27
• 

With Madero, the Constitutionalists, and the Convention, Villa had been at the forefront 

of the insurgent masses. After the Carrancistas gained the support of the lower classes in 

1915- 1916, Villa was excluded from the dominant course of the Revolution. In the 

popoular conciousness Villa remained as an invincible leader, eliciting sympathy in the 

popular ballads. 

26 
En una hacienda en Ia sierra/de México maravilla! de un Iabrador de mi tierra! nació el gran general 

Villal Trabajó por mantener /a su madre y a su herrnana! y luchó por obtener I de trabajador Ia fama./ 

Pero/el hijo del patrónl con su dinero y poder I burló a Ia herrnana de! peón/ que al fin era una mujer/ Pero/ 

Pancho era muy hombre/ y en prueba de su valor/ Iavó con sangre su nombre/ malhiriendo al burlador/ Alas 

fuertes de Madero/ entró con brazo potente/ y aquel humilde ranchero/ fue un indomable insurgente/ Por 

sul valor sobrehumano/ y fiereza sin igual/ don Pancho le dió en Rellano/ el grado de general/ Mas sus más/ 

valientes soldados/ fueron s u escolta y su corte/ los indomables dorados/ de Ia División deJ Norte/ Mas por/ 

una imprevisiónl o traición de algún canallal perdió Ia briliante acciónl de! combate de Celaya 

In: Lyrics of"Corrido Historia Y Muerte del Oral. Francisco Villa" by Vivo, CD The Mexican 

Revolution: Corridos about the Heroes and Events 1910-1920 and Beyond! 

27 The known facts are that he was raised in a poor family. It was belived that at his 17 he murdered his 

sister' s rapist, a local landowner' s son. He then went in to hiding, became a bandit a assumed the name 

Francisco Villa, See: Torres, Elias: Historia y Hazanas de Pancho Villa, Mexico, 1975 
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Corrido de Francisco Villa 

Aquí está Francisco Villa 
con sus jeje s y oficiales 

Es el que viene a ensillar 
a las mulas federales. 

(. .. ) 

Ya Ilegó su amansador, 
Pancho Vil/a el guerrillcro, 

vpa' sacarlos de Torreón! 
y quítarles hasta el cuero! 

Los ricos con su dinero 
recibieron una buena, 

con los soldados de Urbina 
y los de Maclovio Herrera. 

( .... ) 

La justicia vencerá 
se arruinará la ambición, 

a castigar a toditos 
Pancho Vi/la entró a Torreón. 

Tiva Vil/a y sus soldados! 
YViva Herrera con su gente! 

Ya han visto, gentes malvadas, 
fo que pueden los valientes. 

The carrancista leadership remained inalterably opposed to Villa, who officially became 

an outlaw when constitutional govemment was instituted in 1917. After Obregón took the 

presidency in 1920 (and after Zapata's assassination), the former adopted the zapatism in 

his ideological horizon, eliminating thus rival alternative traditions. 

Francisco Villa had not articulated any revolutionary principles, so after Villa 

eventual!y recognized by Oregon's govemment as a "revolutionary hero'' in the summer 

of 1920, the symbolism of the villismo never came to find its reflection in the post­

revolutionary politics. "Once the furvor over Villa' s death had subsided, the government 
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formally ignored him. The crucial difference between Villa and other revolutionary 

martyrs is in official treatment of the revolutionarics on the govemmental Ieve!. The 

Cárdenas administration continued the policy of his predecessors of ignoring the 

anniversary of Vila' s death, but on the other hand Cárdenas' condemnation of Villa's 

enemies was virtually a sort of rehabilitation of the neglected revolutionary hero" (Idem, 

p.103). The popularity ofFrancisco Villa remaincd strong especially on the popular level, 

giving rise to many artistic interpretations of Villa' s fascinating fortune28
. 

Carrancismo/ Constitucional ismo 

For the first seven years, the Mexican Revolution was in fact a civil war. The post­

maderista period revolved around the attempt to get rid Mexico of Huerta and other so 

called "counterrevolutionaries", then to decidc on the content of the Revolution. 

Venustiano Carranza named himself first Chief of the Constitutionalist Forces determined 

to overthrow Huerta. For regional chieftains in command of military divisions enjoyed 

favorite-son status - Emiliano Zapata (southem army), Alvaro Obregón (northwestern 

army), and Pancho Villa (northern army). The Constitutionalist Army was a middle and 

lower class army headed by middle- and lower- class generals. 'The Carrancistas were 

generally more middle class and conservative, although some reformists went with 

Carranza because they doubted Zapata' s or Villa' s capacity to govern responsibly the 

country. In 1914 this ideological shift was reflected in the battlefield, when 

convencionistas (Zapatistas and Villistas) fought side by side against the 

Constitutionalistas headcd by Obregón. 

Carrancistas were remembcring and reinventing the Revolution during the period of a 

great pol i ti cal turmoil that shaped the revolutionary discourse. The constitutionalíst 

movement was unified during the struggle against Huerta, but no longer than that. A 

more radical part of the Carrancistas (convencionistas) who supported the agrarian 

28 The first film portrait ofVilla: Vamos con Pancho Villa (1935). The movie is based on the novel by 
Rafael M. Munoz 
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reform (sought by the Zapatistas) disassociated from Carranza. This ideological shift was 

simply too radical for Carranaza. 

In 1920, Obregón and other military leaders denounced Carranza as a traitor to the 

Revolution. Carranza fled Mexico City with his mall coterie of his remaining followers 

and big part of the national treasure. In San Antonio, Carranza wrotc a manifets, 

denouncing the turn that the Revolution had takcn and manifesting his view on his rolee 

within the Revolution: 

"La Revolución de 1913 foe una ínmensa protesta de! pueblo mexícano 

contra Ia usurpación de Victoriano Huerta, tanto porque esta constituía una 

restauración de! régimen dictatorial porfirista, cuanto principalmente 

porque los crimenes de febrero de 1913 entraňaban el desconocimiento de/ 

mandatario que habia sido legítimamente electo. Al encabezar Ia 

Revolución de 1913 me propuse: pues, no solamente afirmar las conquistas 

democráticas alcanzadas por Ia Revolución de 1910, sino también y 

principalmente, establecer de una vez por todo el precedente de que ningún 

gobierno que emane legítimamente de Ia voluntad popu/ar, pudiera en el 

futuro establecerse en México ( .. ). 

En la Constitución de! 1917 (se consignaron) los idea/es políticos y 

sociales por los cuales habíamos venido luchando, y al mismo tiempo se 

insertaron en nuestra Ley fundamental todas aquellas bases de! gobierno 

que pudieran conducir a/ fortalecimiento de Ia autoridad presidencial. 

( .. ) 

Cuando en 1917 me vi en el caso de aceptarme postulación para Presidente 

de Ia Republi.::a, lo hice así porque considere que de ese modo contríbuiría 

a Ia consolídación de Ia obra revolucionaria y porque además, en aquellos 

momentos el Partído Constitucionalista amenazaba dividirse en dos bandos 

militares cuya pugna habría sido de graves consecuencias para Ia 
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Revolución misma y para nuestro país, que se encontraba a Ia calazón 

envuelto en serias dificultades internacionales y económicas. "29 

The constitutionalists tended to view their movement as the continuation of the 

Revolution 191 O. However, Carranza and his followers tended to see the Revolution of 

191 Oas a mere political revolution "that was fatally compromised from the beginning by 

the Treaty of Ciudad Juarez" (Benjamin, p. 51). 

"Carrancista discourse of memory adopted the invented revolution of the Maderistas 

and modified certain aspects of it. Once the question of who should head the 

revolutionary Family was answered in favor of Carranza, there remained the formidable 

problem of keeping the Family intact and supported by the nation at Jarge. The central 

problem was the specific content of a ncw and, as the delegates soon indicated, a 

revolutionary constitution. Beginning with the Mexican Liberal Party pian of 1906, a 

voluminous amount of literature had poured forth on "revolutionary" reorganization of 

the Mexican society. Madero, Zapata, Villa and Carranza emphasized other points. 

Carranza himself and his closest followers favored a moderate approeach in accord with 

the Constitution of 1857. Thus was completed the triangle of the three events, that were 

allegedly related: The carrancista discourse made link between insurgency of Hidalgo 

and Morelos - Mexican Revolution - Constitution of 1857 and its ideological father 

Benito Juarez. 

In sum, the key princip les of the Revolution, according to Carranza, were enshrined in 

the articles 3 and 130 on religion and education, and in articles 27 and 123 on ownership 

of natural resources, agrarian reform, and labor rights. 

After the assassination of Carranza, Obregónist discourses started to 1mpere and 

suppress all others. 

29Documentos Históricos de Ia Revolución Mexicana XVIII (Revolución y Régimen Constitucionalista), 

Vol. 6, torno I, Comisión de Investigaciones Históricas de Ia Revolución Mexicana, México, 1970, p. 579 
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Carranza, unlike Madero or Zapata, was not transformed in a symbol of a martyr, rather 

his apologists tricd to create an image based on a model of a patriarcha! manhood and the 

father figure. 

The funeral of Carranza lacked any official homenage by the governmental authorities. 

An article from the then contemporary press illustrates the athmosphere: 

"Nos dicen que a los retos de/ Presidente de la Republica no les serán 

tributados esa clase de honores, ni se velaran en el palacio nacional, en virtud 

de que Za Revolución triunfante lo derroco. El Pian de Agua Prieta desconoció 

como Pre.,·idente al senor Carranza, y por lo mismo, no es posible el póstumo 

reconocimiento. 

En /o persona!, los miembros de! Gobierno de facto y los jefes militares, 

quedaran en libertad de otorgar honores y concurrir a los funerales del 

extinto, pero no con carácter oficial. "30 

Carranza, the most conservative revolutionary leader, finally achieved recognition his 

devotees had long awaited, during the administration of the most progressive post 

revolutionary president, Lázaro Cárdenas. The symbolical vindication of the Carranza' s 

revolutionary kgacy was a result of Cárdenas's effort to break with the strong political 

influence of the "Jefe Maximo" (Elias Calles). Carranzas' image was thus redefined in 

more favorable terms, never fully accomplishing the symbolical strenght of Villa' s, 

Zapata's or Madero's. (O'Malley, pp. 82-84). 

30 El Universa!, May 25, In: Documentos Históricos de Ia Revolución Mexicana XVIII (Revolución y 

Régimen Constitucionalista),Vol. 6, torno 1, Comisión de lnvestigaciones Históricas de Ia Revolución 

Mexicana, México, 1970, p. 444 

30 



Post- revolutionary nationalism 

Álvaro Obregón 

"El triunfo del Partido Liheral, signi.ficara el afinanziamineto de los 

principios avanzados proclamados por la revolución y que tienen que regir al 

mundo, cuyas tendencias no podrán ser contenidas por el que dique que los 

intereses materiales pretenden proponerles. 

Todos, pues, todos debemos actuar. No debemos contribuir con nuestra 

criminal indiferencia a un desastre nacional. Todos debemos actuar, lo repito 

(..). Yo no exijo que todos aplaudan y se adhieran a este manijiesto: no, 

seiiores, tengo un espíritu ampliamente liberal para quercr que todos piensen 

fo mismo. Lo que yo ya encarezco es que nadie se muestre indi.forente y que 

d d l ;~ . , "3/ es e que se ean este mam.J1esto enlren en accwn. 

Obregón's manifest whre he is declaring himself a candidate for the presidency in 

1919 is interesting for two reasons: 1) Iť s the first time a Mexican political party uses the 

Revolution as a tool in the political process, claiming that the true revolutionary 

principles will be attained via the ruling party, 2) At the same time democratic elections 

take place. The ruling party will employ both strategies to gain legitimacy. This system 

will work in Mexico for most ofthe 201
h century. When the leftist faction within the party 

evaluates both principles by the as abandoned by the ruling party, the dissident movement 

(FDN) emerges and another chapter ofthe Revolutionary tradition starts. 

Post- revolutionary Mexico had to deal with the political and cultural divisions. On one 

hand, the Mexicans were divided in the lines ofthe revolutionary ideologies, on the other; 

it was just after the Revolution that the modem Mexican nation is being sistematically 

31
" Manifesto a Ia Republica lanzado por el C. Alvaro Obregón, • Junio, 1919, In: Documentos Históricos 

de Ia Revolución Mexicana XVIII (Revolución y Régimen Constitucionalista),Vol. 6, torno I, Comisión de 

Investigaciones Históricas de Ia Revolución Mexicana, México, 1970, p. 278 
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created. The Constitution of 1917 virtually promotes the incorporation of excluded 

masses in the political process, distributing more equally the economical benefits. As a 

result of the political incorporation of the excluded sectors, Mexican nation is bcing 

redefincd (or let's rather say "finally defines") with a little help of the revolutionary 

tradition. 

As the principles of the Mexícan Revolution were theoretical for the most part, it was 

necessary for the government to kick-start a huge state- run propaganda, that would 

creatc a unified (or at least coherent) "story", "narration" about the Mexican nation, 

explaining the history and the evolution of the nation. This propaganda was dosely tied 

to the government, and the govcrning party was the supreme and singular promoter of the 

nationalistic ideology. The tie between the Party and the nation became so tight ever 

since, that the party was systematically building the image, the Party and the Nation are 

o ne. 

The incorporation of vast masses in the nation was a political necessity for Obregón. It 

was the first time the pauperized classes found themselves in a focus of the political 

propaganda and target sector of a political campaign. When Obregón became a president 

in 1920 he publicly identified his administration with the lower classes, presenting 

himself as the champion of the campesinos. There was paradoxically no contardition in 

this discourse, though Obregón being conservative, fought hard during the Revolution, 

and finally defeated the campesino lcaders. Thus Obregón set another precedent, using 

the past pragmatically as a political symbol, no matter the real contradictions and 

historical inaccuracy ofthat propaganda. 

Obregón, after winning the prcsidency, presented himself as a unificator of the nation 

(this role will later retake the PNR). An invitation card for a meeting with the president 

from 1920 from Moneterrey, Nuevo Leon, well ilustrates Obregón 's image as a sort of 

natural head that fatherly embraces different currents in the nation: 

''! Ya es hora! 

(..) Presidente de la Republica, cuyo talento, abnegación y patriotismo 

habrán de ser prenda segura que responda de la salvación de nuestra 

nacionalidad gravemente amenazada. 
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Hace ya tiempo. Desde un rincón de Sonora, comenzó a destacarse /a 

vigorosa personalidad de un gran patriota, ALVriRO OBREGÓN, que en estos 

momentos recorre a! país entre vítores y aplausos delirantes de multitudes. 

Los habitantes de /a ciudad, de/ valle y de fa montaiía se congregan a su paso. 

Su figura que sintetiza las aspiraciones de fa inmensa mayoría d fa nación 

mexicana, se agiganta a cada instante acrecentado por el entusiasmo popu/ar. 

Su soJo nombre es verdaderamente, irrecusablemente, un símbolo de Paz, de 

Progreso y de Justicia para todos. Os invitamos, conciudadanos, sin distinción 

de clases sociales que celebramos el domingo próximo (..) en el Teatro de 

lndependencia. "32 

In the 1920s and l930s the Mexican government ostensibly showed its "revolutionary" 

imagc. Indeed, most of the members of the governmental leadership participated in 

Madero's revolution against the dictator Díaz and against Huerta. The revolutionary 

ideology, however, was stili highly incoherent at the time. Obregón's administration thus 

tried to put itself in front of all the existing revolutionary tradition and push through its 

own version. In the early 1920s most of the post-revolutionary political movements 

praised revolutionary values, but often differed in selcction and interpretations of those 

values. The revolutionary factions ranged from elites to lower classes, from right to left. 

The symbolism of the Revolution began to unify diverse political and national currents 

and put them under the umbrella of the "Revolutionary Fami ly" (a term popularized by 

Obrcgón). Obregón's contribution to the creation of the tradition of the Revolution was 

enforcement of a single revolutionary tradition, elimination ofthe alternatives. 

Obregón's administration needed to include both right and left and maintain the 

legitimacy of the govemment at the same time. The "revolutionary" posture was the right 

stl'ategy for this task. It was Obregón who initiated the standard that PRI followed 

throughout its rule, the practice of championing the popular classes and the Revolution, 

neglecting the revolutionary compromises at the same time. This way the Revolution was 

shifted to a clearly rhetorical Ieve!, reducing it in a powerful and flexible tool in the 

political process. 

32 Organizational Cometee, Monterrey, January 26, Monterrey, N. L., In: ldem, p. 373-374 
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The lack of clarity in defining the term Revolution or revolutionary tradition was as 

blurred as the image of the national revolutionary heroes33
• This confusion helped the 

government to maintain the contradiction between its image and its practices. As the 

government temporarily sympathized with the bolshevik revolution of the 1917, the 

Mexican revolution started to be described even in marxist terms. The content of the 

revolutionary tradition depended on the ideological shifts of the governing elite. The 

government usurped the lexicon of the Revolution, made itself a single speaker of the 

Revolution, the actor that continually de fines a redefines the meaning of this fundamental 

big-bang ofthe Mexican history and a cornerstone ofMexican nationalism. 

Bccause the public also did not accord in a single definition of the Revolution (it was a 

task of the historians to come) and the governmenťs tendency to repress the oposition 

since the early posrevolutionary years, the government had the capacity to set definitions 

and political terminology. In this situation (government defines what is revolutionary), 

thc governrnenťs action are necessarily revolutionary too. In contrast, the opposition is 

marked as counterrevolutonary. The vicious circle locks. 

Nevertheless, there stili was present a general consent, a notion about the key principles 

of the revolution. Once the party departs too far and willfully pushes through new 

meanings of the Revolution, dissatisfied voices rise. This is what later happens in 1968 

and in 1988 within the PRI. 

The politi cal consolidation of Mexico in the post-revolutionary years was followed by 

the national homogenization initiated from above. The nationalistic ideology could take 

place only after a centralist and stable state established. Meyer writes that "more 

important than the creation of the pantheon of heroes, the base of power in the country 

had shifted into new hands and Mexico was on a threshold of better times. The violence 

was not yet completely spent, but the struggles in the post 1920 period were less chaotic 

33 See:" Obregón' s definitions of the Revolution, which he pronounced on various occasions during his 

fifteen years of prominence, were so diverse as to be almost meaningless; but his actions as president 

indicate clearly what he believed the revolution' s goal to be. It was modernization, and by this Obregón 

meant Mexico' s entry in the Western world ofhis day." (Bailey, In; Wolfskill, p. 95) 

34 



( ... r (Meyer, In; Wolfskill, p. 16). Obregón made possible consolidation ofthe political 

and social system that prevailed in Mexico till the rest of the century. (Bailey, In; 

Wolfskill, p. 82). "He (Calles) divided Mexicans in two parties, "conservative" and 

"liberal". He offered himself as the candidate of the latter, which he defined to include 

workers, middle class, and, in fact, everyone who contributed to the nation's material 

advancement. (Idem, p. 85). 

Rise of the nationalism 

The newly born regime detrmined the way the nation was being defined. The new 

national self-esteem could not and was not based exclusively on "anti- Yankee" 

sentiments (which were usually expressed in economical terms), neither on a powerful 

tradition of the Mexican Revolution. The Mexican nationalism that started to acquire 

form in the 1920s seeks to integrate the Revolutionary tradition in a redefined network of 

existing historical traditions. This implied thc reinterpretation of the Mexican past, 

reevaluation of the indigenous part ofthe Mexican heritage and, as a result, reassessment 

of the part of Indian culture in newly defined "Mexicaness" and creation of a national 

archetype: mestizo as a heir of both, Indian and Creole tradition. The mestizo was 

depicted as a key actor and vehicle ofthe real Mexican cultural and racial features. While 

the object of reevaluation of the Indian si de was limited almost exclusively to significant 

pre-Columbian civilizations in order to prove the antiquity of the Mexican culture, the 

mestizo began to be depicted as a norm a standard in reference to the Mexican people. 

Artist and scholars rushed to explore the archeological wonders of the pre-Colombian 

civilizations, to praise, applaud and revive the esthetics of the historical artifacts; nation­

conscious revivalists werc funding museums, to express the identification with the Indian 

past. 

Zapata was glorified, and established himself in the popular consciousness as a typical 

Mexican for his "typically"34 Mexican traits and tastes (ldem, pp.118, 119). 

34Even the recent film "El Sueno de! Heroe (released in 2004), portrays Zapata in a way faithful to the 

legendary stereotype set in l920s. 
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Since 1921 the govcrnment officially headed the nationalistic movement and promoted 

the pride of being Mexican as a part of the artistic national campaign. The govemment 

sponsored ceremonies commemorating thc revolutionary heroes and invited the involved 

artist to participate in the construction of the official interpretation of the Mexican past. 

In 1924 the govcrnment commissioned radical artist Diego Rivera to adom public 

buildings with his murals, which depicted glorified native civilization and tarred on the 

Spaniards as a metaphoric refusal of thc foreign intrusion and auto no my of the Mexican 

nation. O' Malley puts it: "the murals were a primary language conveying a revolutionary 

vision of society. Y ct as a part of the metalanguage of the myth of the Revolution, they 

buoyed up the image of the new government as nonracist, egalitarian, and tolerant of 

communist views, when in practice was not. Domestically, Rivera's murals made 

excellent "revolutionary" propaganda for thc govemment. Many of Rivera's political 

cohorts objected to his working with the government, and the dissention within the 

radical opposition may have been a side benefit for employing Rivera" (ldem, p. 123). 

Rivera did not paint the Revolution as it was, but as it should be. This was a parallel to 

the discoursive use of the Revolution on thc govemmental leveL The Revolutionary 

principles were praiscd, but mostly remained unfulfilled. 

Another way to promote Mexican nationalism was through education projects35
• The 

government manipulated nationalist sentiment to increase its own strength and win 

support for its policies. The educational and artistic "revolution" was part of the project 

ofthe formation of the advanced ideology, which designated to the govemment a leading 

role in promotion ofthe "key principles ofthe Revolution". 

The revolutionary myth reinforced the equation between the Revolution and the 

government that represented the nation. In brief, the wave of nationalism of the 1920s 

helped create the myth of the Revolution. Propaganda further strengthened the myth, 

awakening the political consciousness, including the popular sectors in the political 

process. 

35 (for exarnple the famous Domingos Culturales) 
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Elias Calles and the one party rule 

"Conciente el Ejecutivo de las dificultades y de las complicaciones de todo 

orden que tendria que traer a/ gobicrno tma política orientada en el sentido de 

fl}ar de zma vez bases sólidas de! nacionalismo, en las que pudiera sentarse 

una firme prosperidad nacional definida, inmediata y lejana, y sin desconocer 

que Ia obra actual de! gobierno se habría simplificado a/ extremo (. . .) y sin 

ningún riesgo para la administración, con solo dedicarnos a resolver 

problemas de! instante (. .. .) ha logrado en gran parte formar y perfeccionar 

legalmente todo el sistema de reformas de Justa y avanzada tendencia social y 

de fuerte sabor nacionalista han de ser en el futuro fuentes de tranquilidad 

general orgánica ( . .)par a defensa de }us/os derechos de/ nacionalismo "36 

Calles inheritcd from his Sonoran compatrioe7 a running proces of a nationalistic 

propaganda massage that cleared the ground for the institutionalization ofthe Revolution, 

institutionalization of the national ism. 

Benjamin sustains, that Calles was more devoted to the legacy of the Revolution 

because he, unlike Obregón, was not himself a living embodiment ofthe Revolution, nor 

disposed of Obregón 's charisma. "To a digree far greater than Obregón, Calles needed to 

justify his authority, and he sought that justification in Ia Revolucion. As a result, Calles 

made several important lasting contributions to the official memory of /a Revolucion." 

(Benjamin, p. 73). 

Principally, Calles headed the second post revolutionary government, the first one not 

emanated directly from the Revolution. Calles thus dedicated more intensively to the 

creation of the cult of the Revolution in order to gain legitimacy as a continuator of the 

authoritative revolutionary tradition. 

36 Mensaje del senor presidente al pueblo mexicano con motivo del ano 1926, In: Calles, Plutarco Elias, 

Declaraciones y discursos politicos, ediciones deJ centro de documentacion politica, Mexico, 1979, p. 157 
37 Alvaro Obregón along with Elias Calles is usually denominated as a "Sonora dynasty". 
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Unlike his predecessor, Calles was not so selective and gave certain recognition to all 

four assassinated revolutionary heroes. While Obregón tended to endorse support to the 

ideological legacy of Maderismo and later to Zapatismo and manifested hostility toward 

Carrancismo (though was virtually much closer ideological ally, but simply could not 

serve as a tool to win support of di fferent sectors of the society), Ca ll es did sistematically 

seek unity. After 1929, when thc campaign to unite revolutionary forces under the 

umbrella of the PNR took place, the president inclined toward "homogenization" of the 

official revolutionary heroes, who contributed to the imagc of the unified Revolution. 

"Propagandists diverted attention from the faccional differences among the heroes and 

toward their supposed persona! characteristics. Because a major goal of propaganda about 

Madero, Zapata and Carranza was to make them national heroes, propagandists attributed 

traditional heroic characteristics to them: courage strenght, intergrity, perseverance, 

manliness. To those qualities they added the nationalistic virtues of the Mexicanness and 

dedication to the Mexica people" (O'Malley, pp. 126- 127). Calles describes: 

"( .. ) pudo verse desde el principio de Ia campaiía en javor de mi 

candidatura (que mas que un movimiento político enct'rraba un movimiento 

social), que los revolucionarios de todos los matices se agruparon como un 

solo hombre en torno de Ia candidatura radical que yo represento y supieron 

d . . . l ( ) .. 38 zstmglllr a ... 

The Revolution became, however, an object of squabling between Obregón and Calles 

during the second presidential candidacy of the former: Obregón celebrated 

independently from the Govemment the anniversary of Zapata' s death. While Obregón 

celebrated unprecedently in Mexico City, Calles remained faithful to the custom of 

celebration in Morelos. 

In order to keep the "Revolutionary Family" together, Calles in 1928 declared the end 

of a personalist rule in favor of a nation of institution and laws. 

38 La políti ca social. Manifesto a Ia >Jaci on, Idem, p. 30 
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"(..) los peligros tan francamente seňalados por mi en este discurso, peligros 

que corre la Revolución y que corre la patria misma, si alguien se aparta de la 

línea del deber en estos momentos tan angustiosos para México, harán, mas 

que nunca, inexcusable y criminal la conducta antipatriótica de quien 

pretenda por otros medios que los que la Constitución sena/a, conquistar el 

poder"39 

This speech gave Elias Calles in the "State of Union" in 1928 in front of the Congrcss. 

Calles adhered to the law and Constitution, preparing terrain for the creation of one party 

through which multiple movements' interests would be channeled. In the same speech 

Calles envisioned the single candidacy of one representant of the party that would be 

emanatcd from the Revolution, and claimed the party was the singular vehiclc of the 

revolutionary ideals not sharing the symbol with all the Mexican folks. Calles virtually 

outlined a system that proved to be very efficient under the PRI's rule: 

"Si la familia revolucionaria, con Ia vista so/o fija en los principios y con 

notable abstracción de los hombres, logra unirse para Ia deligación de su 

candidato, como debe hacerlo si quiere su salvación y fa de! país, podrá ir, sin 

temor, a Ia !ucha mas honrada con los grupos conservadores antagónicos 

para !a disputa del triunfo en un terreno netamente democrático, y una vez 

hecha la elección y cualquier que sea su resultado, si se procede de este modo, 

todos revolucionarios y contrarios políticos, indudablemente apoyaremos al 

legítimamente electo dándole con nuestro apoyo material y moral mayor 

sentido de su responsabilidad (..) a fin de que se puedan resolverse o 

terminarse satisfactoriamente con Ia mayor eficacia y patriotismo los 

problemas tan trascendentales que es ta administración (..) apenas dej a 

planteados "40 

39"1nfonnc de Gobierno del I de Septiembre de 1928", ln: Idem, pp. 178- 179 
40 Idem, pp. 176- 177 
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In 1929 Calles initiates a creation of National Revolutionary Party (PNR) as mean to 

reduce the deadly factionism that divided the "Revolutionary Family". The authoritative 

potitical "jefe" almost "patronaged" the PNR, it means the party fell under his controle. 

Y et, in the long run, the foundation of the dominant party marked a turning point in 

Mexican politi es towards the triumph of the institutional over persona! power. 

The formation of a direct bond between the ordinary revolutionaries and the president 

was also a mean to bypass the military caudillos, incorporating them in the party. 

Brandenburg writes that "Calles'original conception ofthe PNR as an aggregation ofthe 

interests of the generals, state political "parties", and regional coalitions, empowered to 

articulate uniform political policy for the nation as a whole, underwent two 

modifications: I) The programs that the PNR announced were simply never transaled in to 

action, for Calles had become more conservative than the hard core ofthe "Revolutionary 

Family" and, 2) the party' s organizational shifted to emphasize individua) membership, 

in order to reduce the autonomy of state groupings" (Brandenburgh, p. 65). 

The system established by Calles became glorified as another stage of the Revolution. 

In the PRI' s official statement from 1971 about the history of the PRI, the first part of the 

document narrates the emergence of the PNR, refering to the Calles' "Statc of Union" 

speech cited above. 

"El último informe de! gobierno de Plutarco Elias Ca/les- Septiembre de 

1928- es un documento clave en Ia historia moderna de México. Dejar atrás 

los dias de! caudillclje: hacer ingresar al pais en una era en la que las 

instituciones y las leyes presidieran su vida y su destino. Esta es Ia gran 

herencia callista: Ia unidad politica e ídeológica de las fuerzas 

revolucionarias. 

El PNR: Eran los días en que Plutarco Elías Ca/lesy otros distinguidos 

revolucionarios invítaban a todos los hombres y agrupaciones progresistas del 

país a unificarse en el Partido Nacional Revolucionario. El PNR nacía para 
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ensamblar a todos los organismos e revolucionarios (. . .), para sostener 

políticamente a los futuros gobiernos de la Revolución (...) "41 

Calles laid the foumlations for the institutionalization of the Revolution, started up a 

system that made the Revolution a recurrent principle over which the government policy 

is judged by the public discourse, which, in return, the government deliberately promoted 

and sustained. Calles was (as we can see in the sample) positively evaluated by the 

official opinion leadcrs, exactly as a founder of the lasting regime. Ever since the Party 

(PNR, later PRM and PRI) is in power, the officials manifest the equation between the 

govcrnment (the Party) the Revolution the nation. 

Revolution institutionalized 

Tata Cárdenas- the Revolution comes true 

Cárdenas described his presidential term in his Apuntes42 as a peak ofthe revolutionary 

process: 

"Todavía durante los diez aiíos siguientes a 1929, México vivió nuevas 

convulsiones internas que causaron serios trastornos al país. Y fue después 

de un periodo de 30 anos de iniciada la Revolución, que se estableció la 

paz. 

Treinta anos, 1910- 1940, en que cada administración del régimen 

revolucionario no ha dejado de avanzar socialmente, unas veces con mayor 

o menor intensidad, pero siempre adelantando. Y es que la Revolución ha 

hecho conciencia de su contenido social en las nuevas generaciones, que 

41 In: Documentos Fundamentales, Asamblea Nacíonal Ordianria, Comision Nacional editorial, Mexico 

1972, pp. 3-4 
42 Cárdenas, Lázaro: Obras: Apuntes 1957- 1966, Lr'NAM, México 
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entienden lo que es el pais y lo que cada ciudadano debe hacer por el 

progreso de su patria .. n 

During his presidency, Lázaro Cárdenas (1934- 1940) acted in the name of inherited 

princíples of the Revolution, defining the Revolution in socialist terms and stressing 

those parts of the rcvolutionary legacy that were consistent with his leftist vision of 

society. Cárdenas' major achievement is not only the very fact he managed to turn his 

projects in reality, but also, that he managcd to persuade then present and future 

generations of Mexicans that those projects were truly revolutionary. Cárdenas became 

more popular after his presidency and entered the popular consciousness as a legendary 

hero, which, as a matter offact Jater fueled the campaign ofhis son Cuauhtémoc in 1989. 

Calles appointed Cárdenas as another puppet president44
, which would represent the 

social reformists of the "Revolutionary Family", expecting that newly elected president 

would introduce changes gradually and Calles would be around to supervise things and 

keep radicalism in bounds (Brandenburg, p. 76, Brown, In; Wolfskill, pp. 102- 104). 

Cárdenas broke with the Maximato45 and sent Calles into the exile in the United States. 

Brandenburg writes that, ''if Cárdenas himself was to rule, then he and he alone had to 

correct things. To achieve this, however, he had to become head of the revolutionary 

Family as well as president of Mexico. This meant relegating Calles to political 

oblivion." (Brandenburg, p. 78). The breaking from the tight hold of Calles, Cárdenas 

freed himselfto pursue his own vision ofthe Revolution. 

43 Idem, p. 165 

44 After his his term, Callcs cffectively c.ontrolled thc government until 1934, with many regarding Emilio 

Portes Gil, Pascual Ortiz Rubio and Abelardo Rodriguez as his puppets. Officially, after 1929 Calles served 

as Mínister of War, as he continued to suppress the rebellion of the Cristero War. In 1934, Cal! es selected 

his old wartime subordinate Lázaro Cárdenas as presidcntial candidate, on the false assumption he could 

control Cárdenas as he had controlled his predecessors 
45 In forma! influence of the "Jefe Maximo" over the successive presidents between 1929- 1934. 
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Cárdenas quickly solidified his close relationship with the lower classes and translated 

the policy and practice he began as a governor of Michoacán on the national level­

reflecting the demands ofthe Iabor workers, rural peasants and transforming those in the 

"revolutionary goal" (Wesson, pp. 22-23), which he put as fulfilling of the aims of the 

Revolution. 

In December 1 9.33, the PNR delegates approved a party platform and the Six Year Pian 

to provide the lega! frame that would dissolve the lega! difticulties that had prevented 

many villagers to from obtaining lands, and thus prepared a lega! frame for the Iater land 

redistribution. In his presidential campaign, Cárdenas emphasized that the principal need 

for Mexico, was for agrarian reform that would break up large landholdings and promote 

the organization of ejidos, insisting that this task should be done before a! others (Brown, 

In: Wolfskill, pp. 106-107). 

The six presidents prior to Cárdenas had redistributed some 26 million acres of land, 

but Cardens' administration surpassed twofold the amount distributed up to 1934, 

granting new land titles for over 29 million acres. Land Reform was unprecedented not 

only in scate but was also qualitatively distinct from previous Iand reforms: Cárdenas was 

the first president to change the basic patterns oť landownership in many regions of 

Mexico, substituting the existing landowning system of hacienda by the ejido46 system. 

By 1940 about one third oť the Mexican population had received land under agrarian 

reform and a big part ofthe arable land was redistributed. 

The meet with the popular demand for land was presented as a continuation of the 

Revolution, which, as a result, brought more credibility to Cárdenas' and his 

govemmenťs "revolutionary" character. Retrospectively, in 1959, Cárdenas explained 

the agrarian reform this way: 

"El régimen de Ia Revolución inició en sus primeros anos Za Reforma 

Agraria, sin eliminar el latifundia. Ello causó la rebelión de los 

campesinos de distintas partes de/ país, bajo Ia Bandera de Tierra y 

Liber/ad, enarbolada por el caudillo Emilio Zapata, genuino campesino 

de! Estado de Morelos, asesinado el caudillo de Ia Revolución Agraria, 

46The "ejido" was communal land holding project enforced by Lázaro Cárdenas since the mid 1 930s 
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siguió registrándose Ia inquietud en el campo con luchas violentas y 

derramamientos de sangre, hasta que el propio régimen de Ia Revolución 

se intensifico el reaparto agrario y armo a los campesinos, creando con 

ellos las defensas rurales como cuerpos organizados, acabando así !a 

enconada /ucha que ven i a manteniéndose en varias regione s del país "47 

The agrarian reform is thus portraycd as an accomplishment of a process that started 

during the Revolution and emerged as its key constitutional element. Cárdenas himselť 

could have been secn as a politician that had the capacity, formation and credibility to 

achieve the rcvolutionary goals, sincc he fought under Zapata, Villa, Carranza, Obregón 

and Calles. 

Cárdenas tbus drew his authority from the fact that he manufactured a credible link 

between himself, his policy and the Revolutionary goals. The Government manifested the 

official interpretation of the Revolution in the propaganda. While the official discourse 

had little reason to revive the legacy of for example Carranza, the glorification of the 

campesino hero Zapata coincided with the promotion of the agrarian reform. O'Malley 

comments: "As Mexican politics became more institutionalized, Zapata also became an 

increasingly "institutional hero", with ever greater state rituals conducted his honor. ( ... ) 

The especially elaborate commemoration in 1934 of Zapata's death reflected the revival 

of agrarianism and antícipated the political shift that Cárdenas would bring to the 

government when he assumed the presidency" (O'Malley, p. 63). 

Cárdenas became an object of admiration and glorification after enforcing the 

redistribution of land, which qualificd him to join the pantheon of the Revolutionary 

heroes. 

Nevertheless, cven in the 1930s some outstanding brains were able to formulate clearly 

and precisely what was the purpose of Cárdenas' revolutionary discourse. The 

commentary of a lawyer and politician Luis Cabrera in his book "Veinte Anos Después", 

where reflects the use of the "revolutionary ideology" by Lázaro Cárdenas and his allies 

gives a clue: 

47 I dem, p. I 04 

44 



"Y se me ataco oficialmente llamandome otra vez "transfuga de Ia 

Revolucion" y "traidor a Ia Revolucion ", porque- se razona-, pueslo que 

entre los ideales de Ia Revolucion esta (ahora) el de socializar Ia propiedad 

privada, to do el que se oponga a este idea! es enemigo de "Ia revolucion ", y si 

este enemigo fite en un tiempo uno de los precursores de "Ia Revolucion" 

entonces es un traidor y un transfuga de Ia "revolucion ". 48 

Though Cabrera himself was a supporter to the Agrarian reform, he had the capacity to 

identify the use of "revolutionary" ideology by Cárdenas to back his political projects. 

Paradoxically, despite this analytical sagacity, Cabrera uses the revolutionary dichotomy 

as well - Díaz (negative) versus Revolution (positive)- in order to discredit some of the 

Cárdenas' policies: 

"Los procedimientos Porfirianos. 

En ellogro de sus fines politicos cl General Cárdenas ha utilizado diversas 

armas, de las cuales unas fueron empleadas por el General Díaz y ntras 

desconocidas para el politico tuxtepecano. 

( . .) 

Como revolucionario 

Don Porfirio paso de revolucionario a gobernante, es decir de caudillo a 

administrador. Pero para eso tuvo que olvidar las promesas en que se 

apoyaban sus propias revoluciones. (..) 

El General Cárdenas, que despues de ser Presidente seguia haciendo su 

propaganda, cree que Ia revolucion debe continuar, cuando menos como un 

media de no debilitarse polilicamente. Para el Ia revolucion es indivisible y 

continua. Y de esta manera no corre riesgo que se le /!mne, como al General 

Díaz, traidor a su revolucion, pu(;!sto que en vez de convertirse en 

48 Cabrera, Luis: Veinte Anos Después, La Casa Botas, 1937, p. 15 
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administrador y "conservador" de lo que existe, sigue siendo destructor de lo 

que queda, y por consiguiente revolucionario. "49 

The Revolution was a broadly accepted discourse to legitimize or delegitimize a 

particular policy and virtually became a criterion to measure the credibility of prcsidcnts. 

During Cárdenas' presidential term the Revolution became a systematically glorified 

event. The Revolution gave the Mexican a sense of uniqueness, so needed for the 

nationalism. Cárdenas' term thus can be considered a final stage ofthe "nation- making". 

On one hand the Revolution came to be a symbol full of national connotations, on the 

other h3d universa! character (could serve as a guide to achieve liberty to the folks of all 

the world). Cárdenas' close ally Lombardo Toledano conceived even the struggle against 

fascist forces as a part ofthe Revolution: 

''Luchar por la Revolución Mexicana, en consecuencia, es luchar por la 

democracia mundíal: es luchar contra el fascismo: luchar contra el fascismo 

es luchar por la Revolución Mexicana y por las libertades del hombre, por Ia 

civilizacion y por Ia cu/tura. Luchemos pues, pero luchemos con éxito. 

Organicemos al pueblo contra Ia reaccion y Jascismo: mientras la parte vita! 

de/ pueblo de Mexico este unida, como hoy, y este dispuesta a luchar por el 

mantenimiento de la Constitucion que nos rige y por el cumplimiento de los 

postulados de la Revolucion, no solo sera posible su progreso material y 

moral, sino contribuira en forma importante a !a liberacion de otros 

pueblos "50 

Other accomplishment of Cárdenas' was the enforcement of the nationalization of the 

key national industries, carrying in to effect the article 27 of the 1917 Constitution: The 

49 !dem, pp. 210,214-215 
50 Lombardo Toledano, Cronica periodistica de los discursos. Plaza de Constitucion. 20 de Noviembre de 

1937, In: Discursos sobre Ia Revolucion Mexicana, testimonios del20 de Noviembrem, PŘ1, Mexico, 1987, 

p. 197 
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president enacted the 1936 Expropriation Law that would nationalize private properties 

for causes of public utility. In the 1937 he acquired the minority foreign intt.:rests in the 

National Railways of Mexico, and in 1938 Cárdenas nationalized the foreign- owned o i I 

companies. The petroleeum expropriation is considercd the peak of the Mexican 

economic nationalism. This act tied a commitment to labor rights with the nationalization 

of an important natural source. On March 18, 1938, Cárdenas signed the cxpropriation 

decree nationalizing the Mexican property of seventcen foreign oil companies, and the 

negotiation of the compensation for instance wit the U. S. companies were not settled to 

the Cárdenas' successor scxcnnial (Wesson, 22-23, Woolsey, pp. 519- 526). In November 

1938 the president gave a comment: 

"Tenemos reconocido públicamente que los recursos y Ia prosperidad de 

un país, cualquiera que sea, pertenecen fundamentalmnete a sus 

ciudadanos "51
. 

Cárdenas' decree represented "a transcendental assertion of Mexican nationalism: 

Cárdenas has stood up against the giants of "international piracy" and won" (Brandeburg, 

p. 99). The day of the nationalization of the Mexican oil, was Jater celebrated as a 

national holiday. The national oil monopoly PEMEX became itself a sort of untouchable 

embodiment of the Mexican economical nationalism: When the liberal presidents (López 

Portillo, Miguel de Ia Madrid and Carlos Salinas de Gortari) sought to privatize the 

company, they the leftist opposition within and outside the PRI described their policy as 

counterrevolutionary in other words unpatriotic, heretic and somewhat less-Mexican. 

This perception is present throughout the political campaigns of PRO leaders, 

Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas and his successor Andres Manuel López Obrador. Both have 

frequently vindicated Lázaro Cárdenas' precedent. In their conception of history, the 

expropriation of o i! is one of the milestones of the Mexican nationalism with equal value 

51 Speech pronounced on 20th November 1938 in Palacio Nacional, In: Discursos sobre Ia Revolucion 

Mexicana, testimonios de! 20 de Noviembrem, PŘl, Mexico, 1987, p. 215 
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as for example Hidalgo's insurrection, Juarez's reforms or the promulgation of the 

Mexican Constitution. 

This exclusive position of the Oil Expropriation Act of 1938 was conditioned by the 

successful incorporation of this political deed in the existing revolutionary tradition. 

Cárdenas systematically helped to build this myth. For the Mexicans this notion was 

acceptable, since the act \vas, according to Cárdenas and his Party, another advancement 

ofthe Mexican Revolution. This logic reproduces his partyman Jose Munoz Cota: 

"iHan terminado los objetivos de Ia Revolución? ;,Ha terminado su misión? 

;,Pueden sentirse los revolucionariosmexicanos plenamente satisfechos? Ya 

deciamos al principio que Ia Revolucion mexicana debe entenderse como un 

tiempo de la /ucha de clases internacional, como un jalon en el problema que 

es universa/ ( .. ). Y en tanto quese piense que Ia Revolución es esto, nadie 

puede juzgarse satis{echo, nadie puede abandonar sus armas, nadie puede 

dormir tranquilo, porque los viejos enemigos de ayer, los viejos enemigos de 

hoy, los viejos enemigos de mafíana (..) estarán siempre buscando Ia 

oportunidad para atacar Ia Revolución ". 52 

This conception of "permanent Revolution" was widely accepted by the Mexican left, 

and to the extent is respected as a doctrine at least by PRD. The leaders of the FDN and 

later PRD described the liberal presidents Miguel de Ia Madrid or Carlos Salinas m 

Lázaro Cárdenas' terms as those "enemigos" who are willing to attack the Revolution. 

The Constitution in 1917 defined the nationalism to the extent m economic terms, 

which made possible such a repercussion ofCárdenas' act.). 

Cárdenas hímself gave an articulated explanation in his Apuntes in 1961, concerning 

the policy that he presented as pursuing ofthe national- constitutional goals: 

52 Dicourse pronounced by Jose Munoz Cota in Chamber of Deputees on 20th November 1937, Idem, p. 

211 

48 



"Véase el articulo de Ia Constitución de 17 y en ella esta impreso el ideario 

de/ pueblo Mexicano sostenido en su /ucha constante contra los monopolios, 

los latifundios, en Javor de la reivindicacion de los recursos naturales en 

poder de extranjeros, en la libertad politica, en la libertad sindical, en la 

educación de las clases populares, en Ia salud y en Ia honestidad 

administrativa, en Ia libertad de creencias y libertad de prensa. En estos 

principios se basa fa filosofia Mexicana ". 

With a bit of imagination the term, "filosofía Mexicana" can be replaced by the term 

"nationalism" and we obtain the essence of tbc Cárdenas' effort to fulfill national 

(revolutionary) commitmcnt. 

Later in 1938 Cárdenas decided to restructure the official party in anticipation of a 

presidential succession. Renamed the party to Pmty of the Mexican Revolution (PRM), 

which formally comprised of four sectors: labor unions (the CTM), the National 

Peasants' Confederation (CNC), the army and a broadly defined sector made up mostly 

of public employees' associations (the popular middle class elements), which in fact were 

basis of the populist corporatism (Basurto, p. 79). The structure of the party and the 

precedent of abdication as his term is out (according to the Revolution) and reducing of 

ex- presidenťs political ambitions to mere appointing the successor (tapado) is another 

legacy of Cárdenas', which made him a prototype of the partisan president: followed the 

Constitution and respected the principles ofthc Revolution. His popularity catapulted him 

among the existing revolutionary heroes. 
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Deviating from the revolutionary standard 

Counterrevolutionary presidents 

Cárdenas backed up the candidacy of !tis secretary of war, General Manuel Ávila 

Camacho. The counter candidate, General Juan Andréa Almazán (the most senior officer 

in the army and a dissident in the "revolutionary family" ran under the banner of the 

Revolutionary Party of National Unification. The political struggle for the management 

ofthe revolutionary tradition eventually wun Camacho. 

Soon he alienated from the doctrine of Cárdenas and set policies more favorable to the 

private and foreign investment. (Wesson, p. 28). 

The interpretation of the Mexican left, and Mexican lower rural classes, sustained that 

from Cárdenas on, the policies of evcry forthcoming president would never reach the 

greatness of tata Cárdenas. In the light of Cárdenas' policies any forthcoming president 

will be overshadowcd by the revolutionary president. Cárdenas' followers and wider 

Mexican never stopped affirming that the presidents after Cárdenas were steadily 

deviating from the revolutionary principlcs abandoned them for good in the 1980s and 

forced PRI's "vanguard" (FDN) to retake the forgotten revolutionary legacy. 

In Camacho' s vocabulary the term "Revolution" is much less frequent. It doesn 't, 

however, mean a decline of nationalistic rhetoric, as the Party was stili seen as an only 

national political instrument of the Mexican people. His deviation from the political 

direction set by Cárdenas was reflected in different interpretation of the Revolution. 

Camacho, in contrast to Cárdenas, stressed the "unity of the mexican people". Not that 

his predecessors did not seek it as well; The "unity" means in this context rather a 

reconciliation of different social groups, which under Cárdenas did receive unequal 

portions of outputs from the state. The Revolution according to Camacho was simple not 

limited exclusively to the "agrario" and "obrero" sector: 
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" Desde la ciudad de Dolores Hidalgo, cuFía de nuestra 

Independencia me dirijo a todos lo mexicanos, lo mismo a los que se 

ha/lan dentro de la Republica que a los que se encuentran en el 

extranjcro, invitándolos a fortalecer el espíritu de la unidad nacional, 

desechando todo motivo de interés que no sea en beneficio directo de Za 

patria misma ".53 

The Revolution was redefined and from then on the Revolution would be deprived of 

its exclusively leftist connotations. The left never conceded the symbol and never 

accepted the forced sharing of the symbol with the center and center- right politicians. 

The left have always claimed themsclves as the only legitimate heir of the Mexican 

Revolutíon, while successive presidents, more and more inclíning to free market and 

liberal policics used the same symbol as a political backup. 

The split in the Party, between the right and left dates to the Camacho's term and will 

be present ever since, ti ll the transformation of the "Corriente Democrática" in the PRO 

occurs. 

Camacho's revolutionary discourse, sought to portray Cárdcnas as a president that 

divided the nation favoring popular sectors, in contrast Camacho wanted to govern to "all 

the Mexicans". 54 

Ávila Camacho started up the "Mexican economic miracle" which balanced Cárdenas' 

nationalistic economic policies: "the major objective of the administration was to placate 

the owners of the expropriated lands ( ... ). Avila Camacho apparently saw a need to 

mollify the foreign investors". ( ... ) Domcstically, he also adopted policies favorable to 

private entrepreneurs"55
. This trend had augmented dramatically by the technocratic 

president Miguel Alemán Valdez ti ll the polarization of the party broke out into an open 

conflict within the PRl. 

53 Speech of the president of the Republic in Dolores de Hidalgo, on 15th September, In: Idem, p.151 

54See: Salgado, Eva, Andrade: El Discurso del Poder, Informes Presidenciales en Mexico (1917-1946), 

Centro de Investigaciones y Estudios Superiores en antropología Soci a!, Mexico, 2003, pp. 459 -460 

55 Wesson, p. 28 
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In 1988, Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas received a letter in which a laborer from Montcrrcy 

expressed dissatisfaction with the alienation of the lowcr classes, which passed from 

being tenderly treated by Cárdenas to being a more or less neglccted sector: 

"lfasfa el gobierno de/ General Cárdenas Ia Revolución mantenía un rumbo 

glorioso que sin duda hubiera continuado el Graf. Fco. J J\1úsica si hubiera 

sido el sucesor. Por desgracia vino el claudicante Ávila Camacho con los 

resultados que todos vemos y muchos padecemos. Se entronizo Ia 

Conrrarrevolución ".56 

The party's left led by Cárdenas' friend Lombardo Toledano felt isolated, which as a 

result brought interna! disputes ovcr the meaning ofthe Revolution: 

"Nos reunimos aquí para celebrar el acontecimiento mas importante de 

nuestra historia, en los momentos en que Ia Revolución }vfexicana, parte de Ia 

Revolución de Independencia de este país es objeto de un nuevo ataque. La 

Col?federación de Trabajadores de México. sintiéndose responsable como 

siempre, de su papel de vanguardia del pueblo (. .. ) no podía evitar de hablar 

de Ia Revolución hoy (. . .). "57 

Another letter to Cuauhtémoc, from a peasant from Hermosillo, denounces almost the 

same: The object of complaints is the president Miguel Alemán. In the discourse of the 

Mexican left, Alemán was a living embodiment of the "counterrevolutionary betrayal" of 

the revolutionary principles, coming up with even more conservative policies than his 

predecessor Camacho: 

"EI nombre de general Lázaro Cárdenas lo tenemos todos los campesinos 

porque cuando el fue presidente hasla los pajaritos cantaban alegre ( .. ) 

parecfa que andaba Jesuscristo por Ia tierra, pero de Miguel Alemán para 

56 Gilly, Adolfo (Compil.): Cartas a Cuauhtemoc Cárdenas, Problemas de Mexico, Mexico, 1989, p. 17 
57 Toledano Lombardo, on 20th November 1943, Plaza de Ia Constitución, , In: Discursos, op.cit., p. 294 
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aca no tenemos ni derecho ni de sombrear debajo de tma pitaya porque los 

senores tiburones son duenos de todos los serros que ay en nuestro Mexico y 

tierra de cultívo "58 

This opinion expressed the discontent of the lower classes with the augmenting 

Govcmmcnťs drive toward the private entrepreneurship, and slow abandon of the 

"revolutionary standard". This ideological shift was interpreted by many, as a 

"counterrevolution". The process of capital accumulation and concentration on profit 

accclerated, along with the penctration of the foreign capital in industry and commerce. 

Meamvhile, public ownership in the economy also grew significantly, "evcntually 

accounting for about half the capital stoe k ( ... ). In effect the shortages of private funds 

were made up for the government, which provided infrastructure and even Iow cost 

inputs for private business, mainly petroleeum. This was essentially the structure of the 

mixcd economy that Mexican government shaped after 1940 ( ... )" (Basurto, p. 80). 

Adriana Borjas sustains that the application of the development polices produced a 

growing inequality of income, claiming that 10% of the total of Mexican families 

concentrated the half of the national income, and 40% of the families had to get by with 

only about 14% of the national income. "The unequal distribution of goods was not 

affecting the society only vertically but also horizontally by regions" (Borjas, p. 81). 

The split within the ruling Party over economy implied a split ofthe enduring ideology. 

The partisan ideological consensus was over forever and the partisan cohesion became 

rather based on persona! relationships and hierarchical ranking of individuals and 

factions. This revolutionary ideology (and the concept of the "revolutionary Family") 

substituted the system in preserving the unity of a heterogeneous coalition as the 

institutionalization and bureaucratization ofthe party grew. 

Kathleen Bruhn says that within the PRI coexisted two dominant wings: "'Cardenistas', 

who stressed equity and supported radical redistributive policies like agrarian reform and 

58 Idem, Cartas, op. Cit., p. 17, Adrian A. Bantjes used a part of the text for the title of hi s book about 

Lázaro Cárdenas: "As if Jesus Walked on Earth, SR Books, Washington, 1997 
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the state intervention in thc cconomy ( ... )to promote welfare ofthe working classes and 

the 'Alemánistas' who, after thc President Miguel Alemán (1946- 1952), stressed the 

economic growth and followed the model ofthe statc capitalism more sympathetic to the 

needs of the private sector, intervening in the economy to protect the national capital and 

promote national developmcnt" (Bruhn, p. 42). 

The altemation of opposcd fraction witin the PRI explains the "pendulum theory": 

concious selection of presidential candidates made possible adopt policies that were 

either pro- business oriented or popular, according to the macroeconomic necessities of 

the country59
. The capacity of the ruling party to govern form more than 70 years lied 

exactly in its flexibility to aclapt the economical-political strategy to changing contexts 

and giving enough room to the both main partisan wings. 

Kathleen Bruhn adds another pillar to the "pendulum theory", arguing that the party 

held together and was able to be a rul ing party for most of the XX cen tury, because the 

opposing ideologies agreed to share resources: "When the PRI had less to distribute or 

appeared less willing to share resources loyalties faltered and elite splits occurred" 

(Bruhn, p. 42). Equal distribution of power was possible through the network of persona!, 

patron- client relationships (camarillas), so diverse political factions could rise up 

through persona! connections as different political currents competed for power within 

the Party. 

Bruhn claims, that the persona! networks could also turn against the state: "Persona! 

networks associated with the cardenista wing of thc PRI played important rolee in its 

1987 split ( ... ) the "personalistic recruitment contributed to another division that would 

ha ve impact in 1987, between "técnicos" and "politicos" (Bruhn, p. 43) While "técnicos" 

were politicians trained in economy and engineering and followed administrative career 

path, the "politicos" were more specialized in disciplines like law and social science, and 

their career was closely tied to the party and thus more stressed the consensus building. 

The "técnicos" in contrast tended to underestimate the importance of human relations. 

The tecnocratization took place in the mid 1940 because of a great need for specialists as 

the state assumes a major rolee in the economy. Some parts of the "Revolutionary 

59 See: Levy and Székely in: DaJe Story, The Mexican Ruling Party, Praeger, New York, 1986, p. 30 
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Family" feel excluded of the party by the "técnicos" occupying increasing number of 

responsible positions in the govemment. 

Miguel Alemán rejected the existence of such division, because it implied an existence 

of a conflict of interests in the party and would support argument used by the "políti cos" 

against the "técnicos". The former president (the text was written in 1975) himself 

considered a "técnico", had indeed no incentives to support the argument: 

"Una división marcada entre los técnicos y los políticos, realmente no creo 

que exista. Claro, habrá diferencias eventuales de opinión, pero no una 

división. La razón es Ia de que precisarnente quienes forman las nuevas 

generaciones de México que están ahora en el gobierno, son gente que ha 

tenido suficiente experiencia profesional, son persona con conocimientos y 

capacidad para discernir, ya tomar las decisiones. (. . .) Queremos quc Ia 

técnica sirva a las necesidades de Ia nación. Anteriormente no habiamos 

alcanzado Ia capacitación suficiente; más en los últimos anos de Ia 

transformación de México se ha debido a las nuevas generaciones de técnicos 

. ífi "60 y czentz zcos 

Miguel Alemán was the first president to enforce the project of massive 

industrialization of the country (probably the second largest project of this kind after the 

industrialization during the "porfiriato"), where private entrepreneurs and foreign 

investors gained new influence. Alemán at the same time came to be one of Mexico's 

least popular presidents, alien to the Mexican left. Unlike Cárdenas, the traditional call 

for "class struggle" Alemán substituted by more or less liberal ideology and gave rise to a 

"class" of specialized managers, administrators and middle class professionals. We can 

conclude that the period of institutionalization from 1940 to 1958 (the presidency of 

Ávila Camacho, Miguel Aleman, and Ruiz Cortínes) represented the first pendulum 

swing, as policies ofthese presidents turned away from the populist drive in the 1930s. 

60 Alcmán, p. 17 
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Wesson writes that "in this scenario, the right wing presidents included Ruiz Cortínes 

(1952-1958), Díaz Ordaz (1954- 1970) and Lópcz Portillo (1976- 1982), while they were 

balanced by the intervening leftist presidencies of López Mateos (1958- 1964) and 

Echeverría (1970- 1976). ( ... ) Certainly, much qualitative evidence cxists that since the 

1950s the PRI has utilized this balancing act between the political left and right as one 

strategy in rnaintaining politi cal dorninanct· and stability" (Wesson, p. 31 ). The 

predominance of the right-wing, li bera! approach to the econornical developrnent step by 

step alienated the cardenistas who found thernsleves sidetracked and thcir interpretation 

ofthe revo1ution with them. 

The Revolution is not dead 

Economic growth 

In 1959, Lázaro Cárdenas writes down in his Apuntes: 

"'EI fracaso de Ia Revolución ', de que hubla en su articulo el C. Esquivel 

Obregón. 

La Jalta de continuidad en Ia obra sena lada por Ia Revolución es !a causa 

de! fracaso. En ello puede verse lo que considera "fracaso" el escritor senor 

Esquivel Obregón. Aunque algunos escritores han sostenido que el progreso 

de/ país podría haberse registrado sin el régimen de Ia Revolución, 

seguramente sin Ia Reforma Agraria, que acabo con Ia mayoría de los 

latifundios (. . .) no se habrían obtenido los logros que hoy se tienen. 

( ... ) Las administraciones que hasla hoy se han sucedido del propio régimen 

de Ia Revolución, tienen Ia obligación de cuidar Ia continuidad de Ia obra de 

Ia propia Revolución, por ejemplo de materia agraria, seguirla con variantes 
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que sean necesarias, pero siempre mejorándose, siempre evo!ucionando y no 

hacerla negativa descuidándola ". 61 

Cárdenas placed <1n active rolee in politics until his death. "He became an unofficial 

voice of the past, a reminder of what the Revolution had been fought for" (Basurto, p. 

79). In the 1960 Cárdenas initiated the public discussion on the meaning and validity of 

the Revolution, favoring a leftist alternative to the prevailing moderate and liberal 

interpretations of the "revolutionary goals". Public resurgence of Lázaro Cárdenas, as a 

result, appeared to challenge the President of Mexico's power. His open propaganda 

campaign included demands that Mexico sided with Castro and adopted the over-all 

policy of the Revolutionary left faction whose informal leader he was (Brandenburg, p. 

115). 

Ex- presidenťs campaign for the return to the revolutionary principlcs was not limited 

only to rhetoric. In 1961 Cárdenas founded National Liberation Movemcnt (MLN) to 

support the Cuban Revolution and a great part of the cardenista wing of the PRI 

participated in it. This attempt to consolidate the left wing within PRI was in fact an 

antecedent of the famous "Corriente Democrática" of the late 1980s. Kathleen Bruhn 

points out, that "a list of the founders and sponsors reads li ke a 'who's who' of the 1988 

coalition. The members of the first National Committee of the MLN included twenty­

seven- year- old Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas (representing his father), as well as leftist 

intellectuals and activists" (Bruhn, pp. 49-50), for instance Herberto Castillo- the 1988 

candidate ofthe Mexican socialist Party. 

In addition, in January 1963 Lázaro Cárdenas formed an independent peasant 

organization the Centra! Campesina Independiente (CCI) to support the "betrayed" 

campesinos, allegcdly disenfranchised by the centrist presidents of the 1950s and 1960s. 

Cárdenas and his cardenistas, nevertheless were unable to grow in a dominant force 

within the party, though popular sympathies generally lied with the Revolutionary Left. 

Frank Branderburgh claims that this could be explained by the fact that the masses do not 

usually respond automatically to their "beck and call on any and all issues. ( ... ) Mexican 

61 Cárdenas, Lázaro: 129, 130- 131 
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and foreign capitalists alike feared Cárdenas' retum to power ( ... )" and "many educated 

Mexicans opposed him because he was too popular, too plebcian, too irrational, too 

outdated" (Brandenburg, p. 134). 

The Party's leadership thus rather identifícd with the "Revolutionary center" (with its 

focus on both industry and agriculture) and the "Revolutionary goal was newly defined as 

the "economic growth", which was portrayed as a continuation of the previous 

"revolutionary policies" yet the "centrists" assumed the economic growth would generate 

"social justice"- a leftist realm. The PRl's president in the period (1968-1970) explains: 

En nuestros días, Ia Revolución Mexicana se identifica con el desarrolelo de! 

país. 

Pero el desarrolelo no es un puro crecimiento económico para acumular 

riqueza y concentrarla en pocas manos: es un media para generar riqueza que 

haga posible Ia justicia social. 

Gustava Díaz Ordaz ha dicho: "Repartir riqueza sin crearla seria 

demagogia: crear riqueza sin distrihuirla seria erigir nueva opresión " ... 

Queremos desarrolelo económico para aumentar la ocupación, elevar el 

ingreso nacional, incrementar Ia ocupación, elevar el ingreso de las mayorías, 

y consolidar la independencia nacional ". 62 

Centralist vision of the Revolution was clear: neither state, nor private controle 

represented a pattern of ownership for all basic industries. 

62 Domínguez, Alfonso, Martínez: La Revolución reforma y transforma a México, Doctrina y tesis del PRJ, 

PRI, México, 1969, p. 16 
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Economy and the legitimacy 

Cárdenas gained the legitimacy of hi s government by pursuing specific policies in order 

to win the sup port of the popular scclors. The support of the emerging middle class in the 

1960s was essential for Ordaz. The legitimacy of the president was not derived of the 

popular projccts, but on the sustained economic grO\vth. When the "desarolelo 

estabilizador" weakened, so did the legitimacy of the president. The middle class had 

little incentives not to protest against the system with minima! space for political 

participation with minima! economícal benefits for the middle class. 

By the !ale 1960s "Mexican miracle" had reached its limits. "Import Substituting 

Industrialization was already beginning to falter, with difficulties through the balance of 

payments, in overall industrial and productivity, and to a lesser degree, in public savings. 

By creating a relatively large urban middle class, this policy was also partly responsiblc 

for increasing prcssure on the government to open political institutions" (Centeno, p.l79). 

The contradictions between the governments' prioritics and social ideals of the 

Revolution and the growing frustration with the autocratic character of the regime 

encouraged the movement of 1968 into a first massive challenge ofthe government 

The socioeconomic development transformed largely rural to a largely urban society. 

The peasant population declined to about a third ofthe workforce making way to a more 

complex social structure. "These changes encouraged popular demands for the 

participation and weakened PRI controles. Mexican society resembled less and less the 

society that thc PRI had been set up to manage" (Bruhn, p. 56). The priority of the next 

president Luis Echevería' s (1970- 1976) priority was to reconcile the alienated middle 

class: 

"Y cuando necesitamos el continuo mejoramiento de los obreros, 

necesitamos al mismo tiempo, pensar en fomentar la inversión patriótica y 

nacionalista de empresarios que cuando tienen preocupación y la comparten 
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con nosotros respecto a los problemas nacionales, los consideramos también 

un legitimo producto de Ia Revolución Mexicana. 63 

Echevería stili surprised with his shift to left and antagonistic attitude toward foreign 

and national investment: the ne\\ president devaluated peso, expropriated a considerable 

arca of 100 hectares in Sonora and Sinaloa in order to solidify his identification \\ ith the 

Cárdenas· example. The ideological shift of the government was also apparent in the 

agenda of foreígn affairs: Under Echeverría Mexico assumed leading position within 

Third World quest for the New International Economic Order (NIEO). 

When the president appointed by Ordaz came to power, he had to deal with the 

economícal stagnatíon and politícal delegitimacy. "Echcverría correctly noted that the 

crísis faced by the Mexican rcgime originated in the contradiction between the pretense 

of an illusionary revolutionary dogma and the extremely exclusionary economíc system. 

( ... ) As the amount of wealth, or the growth thereof, began to decline, this placed greater 

pressures on the legitimacy of the system, whích was stili suffering the aftershocks of 

1968" (Centeno, 180). Newly inaugurated president had to change the political direction, 

and as the scholars of the "pendulum theory" stress, Echeverría inclined to the left and 

initiatecl the aperture for the participation of the middle class bureaucrats in the 

administration to reconcile the alienated popular masses. Octavio Paz expressed the 

attitude ofthe middle class: 

"El desarrolelo por el desarrolelo beneficio únicamente al capitalismo 

extranjero y nacional. Además hemos asistido a/ deterioro gradual pero 

inexorable de nuestra incipiente democracia. Quiebra moral y política de/ 

PRI: nadie cree en sus proclamas y manifiestos. Es hora de cambiar el rumbo 

de nuestra orientación política social. ;,Es viable un movimiento popu/ar 

democrático en 1\1éxico? Algunos doctrinarios subestiman esa posibilidad y 

63 Echeverría, Luís, in the National Assembly of the PRJ, 2 I October 1972, In: "Los Presidentes de México, 

Discursos políticos, Tomo IV, El Colegio de México, México, p. 433 
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predican violencia que únicamente sería estúpida si, además no foese suicida. 

Otros más son los perrus falderos de Ia ortodoxia, una seňora muy conocida 

en lafamilia revolucionaria por sus relaciones incestuosas. Uno de los errores 

de estos grupos es pensar que el PRI y el Gobierno son meras expresiones de 

Ia burguesía en el poder. "6
-1 

The administration of Luis Echeverría produced a dramatic break with the more or less 

equal division of the elite, limiting power of the traditional políticos, considerable 

number of them with younger men whose loyalty was more assured and who would be 

more likely to support his policies. "By closing the access to government positions on 

\Vhich the old político network depended for their influence, Echeverría largely 

decimated this wing ofthe ruling class" (Centeno, p. 151). 

Given the disputed legitimacy ofthe Government after the Tlatelolco massacre in 1968 

and the economic stagnation, the new president intended to pick up thc legacy of 

Cárdcnas' populist policies. Echeverría preferred a more socially just development, 

relying heavily on the técnicos that were not associated wit the previous president (and 

the massacre), taking advantage ofthe foreign commerce and US will to loan. 

As Miguel Centeno sustains "the new rolee of the public sector did have a price ( ... ) 

and this eventually doomed Echeverrías project. The president was not able to match the 

increases in the government expenditure with a parallel rise in revenues, and this led to 

the fourfould encrease in the public deficit. The decline in foreign and domestic private 

investment after 1973 and massive capital flight forced the government to increasingly 

rely on borrowing in order to meet its new obligations" (Centeno, p. 183). 

64 Paz, Octavio, El ogro filantropico, Seix Barral, Spain, 1979, p. 131 
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The Revolution as a management oj affluence 

As the term of Echeverría endcd in near chaos with the sudden devaluation of peso and 

a significant alienation of the private sector, the consecutive president Lópcz Portillo 

(1977- 1983) appeared to realize the need to restore a politi cal balance by appeal ing to 

those industrial sectors alienated by the former president. The key to this strategy was a 

more extensive cooperation vvith the business groups. In his inaugural speech he defined 

the Revolution (Ia Revolución hecha Gobiemo) was defined in broad term as: 

" una unión ( .. .)por la Constitución: que somos capases de resolver las 

contradicciones y deformaciones de lo urgente sin olvidar lo importante, de 

modo que las desordenadas angustias del corto plazo no cancelen las 

expectativas justas de largo plazo (. . .) 

La unión Constitucional no es un capricho sino una consecuencia de Ia 

historia, norma que nos da sustancia y proyección, nos preserva y al mismo 

tiempo nos hace evolucionar en derechos y valores ". 65 

Thc new "valores" were redefined in terms more favorable to economic liberalism: 

"Tenemos que oblener excedentes para seguir creciendo. No queremos 

riqueza inventada por artificios o decretos y vernos en fa paradoja de 

acelerar inflación y repartir ilusiones, fa queremos creada por nuestro trabajo 

y compartida por nuestra voluntad, en un sistema concreto que impida 

presiones en los precios y garantice a los trabajadores el poder adquisitivo de 

sus salarios que permita definir las prioridades e incentivos a los empresarios 

que asegure a los ahorradores el valor real de sus fondos y que apoye a los 

consumidores contra a/zas exageradas, especialmente en los bienes de 

consumo básico "66
. 

65 Portillo, inaug. Speech 1st Dicember 1977, In: Presidentes de México, Discursos políticos, Tomo IV, El 

Colegio de México, México, p. 530 
66 ldem, p. 27 
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The appearance of the two mam sources of the government revenue freed López 

Portillo from the resource limitations, so he could pursue his pian to foster the economic 

growth. Mexico's Oil rcserves made the country a potentially leading exporter, which 

impressed the international financial community to the extent that was willing to offer 

Mexico an unprecedented amount of credit. Thc newly acquired virtual wealth permitted 

the president to quict temporarily the opposition, by allowing him to satisfy all the voices 

both from right and krt. The latter was, however willing to put up with the economical 

liberalization only as long as the economical growth benefits even thc popular sectors. In 

1978 the economy began to grow at an unprcccdented rate, giving hope to the Mexicans 

that another economical miracle is about to takc place. 

"Por primera vez n nuestra historia tendremos Ia oportunidad de disfrutar 

autodeterminación financiera. Una vez que corrijamos insuficiencias y 

deficiencias, estaremos en condiciones excepcionales de aprovechar recursos 

aquí originados, si sabemos evitar que nuestra economía de mercado de oferta 

y demanda desborde Ia libertad y enfrentando los intereses de los grvpos 

sociales propicien y se aprovechen de! desorden: combatir las suciasjugadas 

de los especuladores monetarios y procurar el uso y terminar abuso de Ia 

propiedad privada, para no inhibir los derechos sociales. "67 

A part ofPortillo's pian ofthe economic growth was the reconciliation with the middle 

class by sponsoring the electoral reform in 1977. The political liberalization satisfied the 

Mexican left: "( ... ) ncw parties from the left specter amplified the opposition, allowing 

the Mexican Communist Party and other independent left parties to compete in the setup 

elections. The parties even became eligible for the financial support trom the government 

for campaign expenses, and got limited access to the media (Bruhn, p. 59). 

67 Second State of the Union, I st September, 1978, In: Los Presidentes de Mexico, Disursos Politi cos, 

1910- 1988, Tomo V, Presidencia dela Republica, El Colegio de Mexco, p. 91 
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The legitimacy of the party thus was not based largely on the commitment to the 

revolutionary principles and the party could to the extent "liberate" form the Revolution. 

"Instead of presenting themselves as the heirs of the Revolution, they refer constantly to 

the sanction thcy have earned at the po1Js. Electoral reforms aJJowed the PRI to substitute 

the measure of electoral legitimacy for the revolutionary legitimacy that the system lost 

over time as the program of successive presidents, moved farther mvay from traditional 

revolutionary princi ples and as the generation of the revolutionary leaders began to die" 

(ldem, p. 60). 

In the early 1980s the PRI began to lose the ability to provide tbc cconomic growth. 

The period of the "desarrole1o estabilizador" (1940- 1970) was characterized by 

governmenťs the ability to bring benefits major part of Mexicans. The loyalty of the 

population depended to the large degree on the capacity of the government to keep the 

economy growing. The program of the economic development assigncd key rolee to the 

state and relied on the extensive protection of the national industries from foreign 

competition as the main engine of growth. When this capacity drops down the crisis 

emerges: the situation of 1968 reappears in 1988. 

The Party interprctcd the crisis in the 1968 as a warning, adopting policies more 

favorable for the middle class, deepening as an external public dept as a result of the 

growing expenditure as virtually all the sectors ofthe society increased. The dept grew to 

4.2 billion dollars in 1970 and 19. 6 billion in the 1976. Portillo commented: 

"Pero he dicho que era un endeudamiento responsable, porque en el momento 

en que se nos convirtió en excesivo, tuvimos que tomar decisiones en la otra 

punta: acentuar el gasto publico y allegarnos, aquí adentro los recursos para 

financiarlo. Y tuvimos que tomar Ia impopular medida de a/za en el precio de 

l . "68 gaso ma. 

68 V Reunion ofthe Republic,Los Presidentes de Mexico, p. 177 
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As the Bruhn writes, the effects of the crisis were strengthened as a result of the 

exaggerated expectations after the discovery of the oil deposits: "Mexican officials 

decided not to wait for abundance. On the strength of the oil expectations it borrowed 

massive sum s from international banks. ( ... ) Contrary to all expectations, the boom lasted 

only three ycars (1978- 1981 ), leaving behind the legacy of crushing dept and crushed 

expectations" (ldcm, p. 71 ). 

The oil prices fell down and Mexico had to deal with the dept. This situation brought to 

power the liberal politician Miguel de Ia Madrid, who took an anti-protectionist stand 

refusing any significant state interference in the economy. The first real shift to the right 

in the governnwntal economic policy took place in Mexico. 

The political and economic crisis offered opportunities for the left opposition to take 

advantage with the general discontcnt. In the atmosphere of a general disappointment 

with the effects ofthe liberal reforms, thc Mexican left came up with the explanation: the 

Party deviatcd from the sacred principles of the Revolution, and had lost its right 

betrayed the truly Mcxican tradition. The presidential election of thc 1988 was portrayed 

by Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas as a true battlc for the nation. It was a battle between the traitor 

seeking to run Mexico under the alien tradition and the true heirs of the revolutionary 

princi ples. 

The Rebirth of the Revolution 

Miguel de la Afadrid 

Miguel de Ia Madrid describes in his book with an apt title "Cambio de Rumbo" the 

situation when he got to the presidency: 

"Cuando llegue al poder, el país estaba inmerso en una crisis alarmante. Su 

causa para mi, era incuestionable: México ya no podía soportar manejos 
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económicos erráticos, que atendian más necesidades políticas que al sano 

desenvolvimiento de Ia economía nacional. Esta terrible forma de proceder­

que caracterizó a los gobiernos de Luís Echeverria y José López Portillo­

estaba llevando al pais despeiíadero. 

(. . .) 

Para hacerfrente a esta realidad propuse cambios estructurales que marcan 

una injlexión en nuestro desarrolelo. Promoví el saneamiento económico, Ia 

disminución de/ tamaiío de Estado y una política de apertura comercial. 

Pero Ia economía no es ajena a Ia politica. Independientemente de por cual 

se entra la realidad, se esta siempre en todo. Por ello, las modificaciones de 

fondo tienen que integrarles. Yo entre por el camino de saneamiento 

económico y, al hacerlo, observe las profundas necesidades de cambio 

político"69 

Miguel de Ia Madrid' s inaugural ten point program to sol ve the economic cnsts 

(Immediate Program for Economic Reorganization, PIRE) declared the inflation the most 

dangerous economic threat for the country. The PIRE proposed the solution through 

drastic expcnditure cuts. 

Economic Crisis 

The president and his administration faced the popular disappointment of the PRI 's 

economic management. The budget cuts that De la Madrid' s administration was about to 

introduce would even aggravate the economic crisis, reducing domestic demand. In 

contrast De Ia Madrid at the time branded the inflation as an unwelcome byproduct of 

excessive dcmand. To combat it required slashing public spending, especially on such 

things as government jobs, education and consume subsidy programs. Presidenťs 

strategy to shake o ff the crisis indicated the fastest possible payment of the international 

69 De Ia Madrid, Cambío de Rumbo, pp. 84 I- 842 
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dept, which alone took up a great deal ofthe total ofthe national revenues. "Beginning in 

1983 the government participation in the economy as measured by percentage of GNP 

dropped for thc first time since 1977 and continued declining" (Centeno, p. 192). 

"No rebasaremos la crisis para volver al punto anterior a elfa o para lograr 

que nada cambie y todo sigo igual a como era. La crisis es oportunidad de 

cambio y transformación. Cambio Cualitativo y estructural que debe rejlejarse 

en todos los aspectos de nuestra vida común, a partir de cambio de cada de 

nosotros "70 

To rcstore the fiscal solvency as quick as possible, the new government adoptcd an 

aggressive austerity program, which fell short in the 1982- 1985 period and the external 

dept continued to grow. Real GDP growth was negative in both 1982 and 1983, and 

recovered only slowly in the 1984 and declined again in 1985. The state subsidies of 

basic goods were reduced or completely elimínated, underminíng the living standards of 

the poor. At the same time the government began to privatize state enterprises and denied 

to provide the unproductive companies with state subsidies. As a result the 

unemployment increased to 18.8 percent by 1984. 

Lower wages were expected to contribute to a decline in domestic demand, which 

implied a lower intlation and more stable investment environment, leading to a dramatic 

decrease in the general standard of living for the masses. These policies had as side 

effects massive numbers of bankruptcies of s mall and medium si ze busíness (Basurto, pp. 

82- 83). 

The key to economic policy of De Ia Madrid and his administration lied in the 

assumptíon that the government should not directly interfere in the economy but rather 

serve as an overseer that would enforce discipline, order, and efflciency, which the 

system supposedly required: 

70 First State of the Union, Mexico City in 1983, In: Los Presidentes de Mexico, p. 318 
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"Como hemos definido en Ia Constitución de Ia Republica, nuestra 

planeación es democrática, participativa y obligatoria para el sector publico, 

para imponerle orden y disciplina. Iniciativa para los particulares, porquc en 

nucstro sistema de libertades la planeación no puede ser coactiva o 

centralizada "71 

De Ia Madrid' s policies necessarily conflicted with the ideals of the PRr s left, which 

were secing with scary faces how president violates the basic principles of thc old 

populist alliance between government and the working class on whose shoulders almost 

totally fell the weight ofthe economic crisis (Basurto, 82- 83). 

The corporative apparatus gradually changed its structure as the Mexican's Worker 

Confcderation (COM) and the National Peasanťs Confederation (CNC) were relegated to 

the subordinate positions and stopped to be the centra! pillar ofthe PRI since the 1930. 

President' s respective interpretation with the principles of the Revolution, was almost 

an obligatory ritual at the beginning of each president' s "sexenid'. In this situation De Ia 

Madrid had no choice but to redefine the Revolution in liberal terms. His political drive 

toward the economical liberalism found its expression in the creation of the "liberal 

revolutionary tradition" within the revolutionary tradition: 

"Regido por la libertad, la justicia y la democracia, el nacionalismo 

revolucionario esta enraizado en nuestra cu/tura nacional y en nuestro 

proceso histórico. Es el resultado de la secuencia ideológica de nuestras 

luchas populares de Independencia, Reforma y Revolución. Es la filosofia 

política que arranca con Hidalgo y More/os: se reafirma con Morelos y los 

liberales, se plasma con Madera y Carranza en la Constitución de 1917, y se 

continúa en posregimenes posrevolucionarios. Es !a gran fuerza que, con base 

en !a conciencia de! pasado comzín nos da la solidaridad en el presente y la 

71 De Ia Madriďs reunion with the prsídents ofthe chambers and índustrial assocíatíons ofthee comissions 

ofthe CONCAMIN, Mexico, D. F. 25 May, 1984,Idem, p. 324 
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inquebrantable voluntad de mantenernos en el futuro como una Nación viable 

b .. 72 yso erana 

De Ia Madrid freed the Revolution from leftist connotation and tried to offer its own 

intcrpretation. But departed too far from the general consent about what thc Revolution 

really is and inevitably pushed the left to defend thcir own interpretation of the national 

symbol. The only echocs of the populist "standard" were the less and less frequent 

promises about providing general improvements in the standard of living for all 

IV1cxicans. The left took the opportunity to defend the neglected principlcs of the 

Revolutíon to improve their marginalized position within the PRI and later presented 

themselves as the only real upholders ofthe Revolution. 

By 1985 business sector díd not respond the unlimited confidence placed in them. 

Investments never reached earlier levels. This situation led the govemment to consider 

fundamental reforms to the traditional model of Mexican development. "The IMF 

suspended Mexico's drawing rights of $900million in September 1985 because of poor 

progress in meeting budget and inflation targets. ( ... ) Then oil prices halvcd again in 

1985, with losses to the Mexican treasury of ore than $2 billion" (Bruhn, p. 74). 

Moreover the restriction on foreign investment relaxed as De Ia Madrid was seeking the 

entry of Mexico in GA Tf. The trade liberalization was a strategie shift toward the 

neoliberal project, completed Jater by the next president Salinas. 

The elite's relationship with the international environment and its attitudes toward 

national sovereignty were often contradictory. Similarly as Portillo praised the 

industrialist from Monterrey as "real Mexicans" (a contradictory message respecting the 

nationalism that was traditionally based on the support of popular classes) De Ia Madrid 

changed the pattern: "Both their (of the elite) attitudes and behavior often seemed to 

imply that Mexico would be better off if it could be a little bit more modem and, more 

important, a little bit less Mexican" (Centeno, p.l96). 

72 First State ofthe Union, Idem, p. 259 
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In the State of the Union address De Ia Madrid draws upon the revolutionary rhetoric, 

but soon within the party will rise up a factíon, which will claim the neoliberal policies 

are irreconcilable with the Revolutionary principles. 

"Parte fundamental de! nacionalismo revolucionario ha sido nuestra acción 

en materia de política exterior. A pesar de Ia incertidumbre que prevalcce en 

media internacional, y de situaciones hosti/es y poco favorables no hemos 

variado nuestru apego a los principios fundamentales que fa historia de 

México ha establecido: autodeterminación de los pueblos, no intervención en 

los asuntos internos, solución pacifica de controversias, igualdad jurídica de 

los Estados y cooperación internacional para el desarrolelo. Estos principios 

han guiado y seguirán orientando Ia practica de nuestra politica exterior"73 

Corriente Democrática 

The economic crisis o f the mid 1980s and De Ia Madrid' s abandonment of the classical 

alliance wíth the institutions representing the popular sectors, "brought into the open the 

latent splít that had always existed withín thc PRI" (Basurto, p. 84). The cardenistas, the 

leftist fraction within the ruling party, initiated informal discussions questioning the De Ia 

Madriď s neoliberal project. PRI ·s left identified the core of the problem and the 

cardenistas reached a rudimentary consensus on the following procedure: in 1986 three 

prominent priistas Rodolfo Gonzales Guevara, Porfirio Munoz Ledo, and Cuauhtémoc 

Cárdenas Solórzano consented on creation of the forma! current (Corriente Democratica) 

with own ideological platform. Bruhn comments that "they did not intend to form a new 

party but planned to work through existing institutions, acting as a pressure group inside 

the PRI to influence policy and demand a more democratic selection of the next 

presidential candidatc" (Bruhn, p.76). 

73 !dem, p. 392 
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By 1985 Cárdenas's fraction criticized policies of De Ia Madrid government declaring 

that the economicaJ crisis poscd a threat for the ideoJogicaJ goaJs of the Revolution. Later 

Cuauhtémoc's allies started to spin a strategy to restore their position in thc party. The 

tandem De Ia Madrid- Salinas (the author of De Ia Madriďs economic project) 

represented the predominance of the tecnicos ovcr políticos which were put aside and 

were unable the find form:tl political channels for their demands. The pendulum seemed 

to stop swinging and the ostracized left decided to act. Porfirio Munoz Leda dcscribes the 

situation ofthe mid 1980: 

"I believe that the i\lfexican system did not represent a system oj consensus 

and that an interna! eyuilibrium did exist among various political actors. Some 

refer to this as a "Revolutionary fami ly" ( .. .). I admit this sounds a little bit 

like a mafia or something oj a tribal nature, but it is far more than that. The 

family did represent a political and ideological pluralism which did exist in 

fi t "74 ac. 

Corriente Democrática and Democracy 

The forma! purpose for the creation was a defense of democracy in the country in the 

name of the Revolutionary tradition. However the motivation of the priista rebel s was not 

a defense of democratic principles as such, since the concept had been applied solely on 

the partisan procedure. It might be argued that in one party rule the democratization 

within the main party had an overall effect on the political system as a whole, but hardly 

can be argued the fact that one party system is never democratic. 

The democracy was conceived by the neo-cardenistas as the ability of the Party to 

channel both demands of thc right and the left. When the rightist técnicos seemed to be 

favored and their number in the administration steadily increased at the expense of the 

old politicos, the "equilibrium" altered. The neo-cardenistas had the strategie advantage 

74 In: Hope and Frustration, Gil Carlos B. SR books, Washington, p. 188 
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that they presented their cause as a struggle for democracy and the recovery of the old 

revolutionary princi plesat the same time. 

Though De Ia Madrid used the revolutionary rhetoric, he was not reliable as a "speaker 

ofthe Revolution", in contrast to the leftist fraction ofthe PRI, which was building image 

of a trustworthy upholder of the revolutionary project stressing its persona! and 

ideological connection to the revolutionary hcrocs, to Lázaro Cárdenas above all. The 

group of Cuauhtémoc shielded the project to regain more influence in the party by 

alleged popular demand, which disguised particular interests of the políti cos. As a result, 

the ideological platform of the Corriente Democratica was based on a highly incoherent 

set of abstract concepts (for example the Revolution and the Democracy) and the struggle 

for their defense was skillfully portrayed as a popular demand of the Mexican nation. In 

the terms of credibility, the neo-cardenistas were successful: 

"No duda si usted !lega al poder todo esto cambiara: somos hermanos de 

Raza el cual pedimos justícia y solidaridad ya que estamos hundidos en la 

miseria y de desolación por eso estamos dispuestos a dar nuestro voto a cada 

momento que sea necesario. 

No o/vide que nuestro suelo se derramo sangre mexicana para un lvféxico 

mejor o moderno. Como es posible que espafíoles debajo de esas medio o 

técnica que usan vengan llevarse lo nuestro como el caso de Echeverría, López 

Portillo y ahora de Ia Madrid no se espante que si es preciso empunar las 

armas o haremos "75
. 

The demands of the Corriente Democratica were summed in October 1986 in the 

working document titled "Documento número uno", the first manifest of the Corriente. 

The ostensibly expressed recover of the original and "real" revolutionary legacy of 

Lázaro Cárdenas is presented as a goal of the fraction. 

75 The letter to Cárdenas from Tabasco in 1988. In: Cartas a Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas, Gilly Adolfo, 

Problemas de Mexico, Mexico, 1989, p. 20 
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The economic nationalism was implanted to the international relations (especially to the 

relations with the northern neighbor); Cardenistas declared the dept was responsible for 

the social deterioration. 

The internal proccdures in the party are criticized in the name of democracy and the 

nation: 

"Estados Unidos de Norteamérica comienza a representar una grave 

amenaza paru A1éxico. 

(. . .) 

Recobrara para el PRila representación de las mayorías, hoy perdida por el 

seguimiento de una politica antipopular. 

(. . .) 

lmplementar un proceso abierto de /ucha por Ia candidatura priista a Ia 

presidencia de la Republica. El/o obligara a cambiar las reglas hasla ahora 

observadas, democratizara el proceso y contribuirá a recuperar le sustento 

popu/ar(. . .) 

Abrir un debate público para analizar y evaluar a las personalidades que, 

por decisión pro pi a (. .. ) deseen competir libremente por Ia primera 

magistratura. 

Exhortar a los precandidatos que se presenten por si mismos ante Ia nación, 

a fin de que el país conozca su personalidad, sus programas de trabajo y su 

plataforma polítíca. 

Abolir las prácticas obsoletas que se conocen con el nombre genérico de 

"tapadismo "76
. 

The leftist dissent equalized the "return to the paths ofthe Revolution" with democracy. 

At the moment of the economic stagnation the PRI started to lose the main source of 

I egitimacy. 

76 In: Neocardenismo, De Ia renovacion politica a Ia ruptura partidista, Carlos Hugo Chavez, Institucion de 

Proposicione Estrategicas A. C. Mexíco, 1989, pp. 5-6 
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The Party' s popular support starts to fade out when unable to offer economical benefits 

to the citizens. This situation opened space for the opposition. Thc rcvolutionary ideology 

was a symbol with nationalistic connotations and was clearly opposed to the neoliberal 

policies, so thc Corriente Democratica uscd thc revolutionary tradition as a mean to unitc 

the disenfranchiscd popular masses and over time the Corriente grew to be considered a 

viable agent ofthe democratization ofthe country. 

Corriente Democratica and "tapadismo" 

The tapadismo was defined as a "practíca obsoleta" not for being bad as such In fact as 

long as the pendulum favored the left, tbc cardenistas did not have any reason to critícize 

this particular custom. The tapadismo in the era of neoliberlism was a thorn m 

Corriente's side, since the custom guaranteed the policies would not change: De Ia 

Madrid would choose his own successor, who would arguably not deviate from the 

neoliberal path. 

The report ofthe National Revolutionary Asociation ofthe February 1987 says: 

"(. .. ) El inicio de un autentico proceso de democratizución ( .. .) tendría 

además efectos extraordinariamente saludables para Ia imagen interna y 

externa de nuestro sistema y propiciaría gradualmente cambios en Ia actitud 

política de los ciudadanos y de los miembros de las diversas agrupaciones 

sociales. Conduciría indefectiblemente, a un cambio saludable y necesario en 

Ia cu/tura política del pais "77
• 

In an interview Porfirio Mufioz Ledo connected explicitly the emergence of the 

Corriente Democrática with popular demands. The PRI was seen even by its critics as an 

embodiment or a mirror of Mexico, following the tradition funded by Obregón of 

deliberate blurring of boundaries between the nation and the PRI: 

77 Contradicciones del PRI by Alfonso Hernandez Díaz, ln: Jorge Laso de Vega: La Corriente Democratica, 

Posada, Mexico, 1989, p. 289 
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"En suma, nuestra convicción es que una democratización progresista de! 

país, requiere Ia democratización de! partido. 

Y si por alguna razón no se logra, 1, Qué v a a ocurrir en le futuro? 

lvfuno:: apenas piensa la respuesta: 

Si las circunstancias llegaran a impedir Ia democrati::ación de! PRL con los 

anos surgiría, tendría que surgir, una nueva conformación política de/ país, 

que reflejara a nivel de los purtidos los sentimientos, las necesidades y las 

/ucha sociales, es decir la estructura rea/ de Ia comunidad mexicana. "78 

Given the unpopularity of De Ia Madriďs policies, the lcftist candidate that would 

present himself as an agent of the dcmocratization would ha ve a great chance to succeed. 

In this context the idea of proposing Cárdenas as a presidential candidate received an 

immediate support ofthe major part ofthe fraction. 

The adoption of the democratization as a flagship of the Corriente's political demands 

favored the independent candidate, since the public debate that followed such 

controversial step raised questions about legitimacy of the system and the Corriente's 

candidate thus could make a great show with his devotion to democratic principles. 

Inevitably many came to see the tapado as the "undemocratic" candidate with respect to 

the "democratic" Cuauhtémoc. 

The members of the Corriente assumcd that the public debate would put a check on the 

president to pick a clone of him. The split became inevitable after the fraction 

consolidated and refused to recognize De la Madriďs authority. Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas 

comments: 

"Estábamos en el PRI y teníamos desde luego que optar que hacer en el 

momento quc De la Madrid escogió a Salinas y lo hizo publico, esto es, o nos 

aguantábamos y aceptábamos Ia candidatura, nos incorporamos a la campana 

(seguramente hubiéramos sido bien recibidos en ese momento). Analizamos Ia 

78 Idem, pp. 22- 23 
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posibilidad de una campana con candidato y sin registro, llamando al voto en 

el circulo bianco y empezamos a analizar también las posibilidades, y a dar 

pasos en ese sentido, de plasmar una candidatura con registro, pero 
• ~ •J .~9 necesanamente ue otro partrcto. 

Old divisions, new split 

The split that took place in 1985 and led to the creation of the Corriente Democrática 

followcd the li nes of the divisions bctween the técnicos and the políticos, cardenistas and 

Alemónistas. The Corriente with the político background blamed the technocrats for 

implementing the severe neoliberal program regardless the damage it caused to the 

popular masses. At one point the progressive technocratization left the cardenista 

políticos aside and conflict becamc incvitable. Kathleen Bruhn comments: "De Ia Madrid 

had broken an informal rule of the game that required the govemment to share powcr, to 

have in its composition people of different sectors of population, of different political 

currents, of different ages, of different parts of the country. (Before), it was a mosaic 

where somehow there was, insidc ... a capacity to influence the course ofthe country at a 

plural bargaining table'" (Bruhn, p. 86). The political crisis encouraged political and 

ideological polarization. Munoz Ledo explains: 

"( ... ) certain conservative government policies in the late J980s sought 

liquidate the progressive wing oj the PRI (which we represented), by taking 

mvay the freedom oj speech enjoyed by members oj congress and by reducing 

important organizations to mere instruments oj centralized power "80 

79 In: Paco Ignacio Taibo II, Cárdenas de Cerca, Una entrevista biografica,Grupo Editorial Planeta, 

Mexico, 1994, p. 75 
80 In: Gil, Carlos G., Hope and Frustration, p. 193 
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De Ia Madrid says: 

"Munoz Leda y Cárdenas vieron con claridad que si llegaba a Ia presidencia 

de la Republica alguien que no comparliese sus ideas de populismo, 

tercermundismo y expansión estatal, volverfan a quedar fuera de los puestos 

de mando, cosa que les rcsu!taba poco atractiva. Su /ucha encontró un terreno 

.fértil en Ia búsqueda colectiva de mecanismos mas democráticos, mas abiertos 

en cl quehacer político "81 

Frente Democrático 

National Assembly of the PRI takes place every threc years and the partisan program is 

adapted to the changing political environment. The members of the Corriente 

Democrática were invited to thc National Assembly of 1987 but did not gain support for 

their dcmands focusing mainly on denationalization, dept repayment and interna) 

democratization. To Corriente's disappointment thc PRI never admitted the Party ever 

deviated form the principles ofthe Revolution. Cárdenas comments: 

"ln the course oj the 131
h Party Congress, held in the March 1987, we were 

bitterly criticized. I would say that from that moment on, the Corriente grew 

even as we strongly rejected the Party's authoritarianism. We broke relations 

wíth the party and devoted our efforts to strengthening our movement 

throughout the country at the same time that we continued to demand a cal! for 

a national convention andfor the opening ofthe precandidate registry"82 

81 Madrid, p. 745 
82 Idem, p. 156 
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As the PRI disregarded the Corriente's demands at the 13th Party Congress, it became 

clear that within the PRI was no space for this kind of opposition and Cárdenas was 

officially expelled from the party. 

This situation had a side effect of presenting the opposition with an opportunity. Once the 

Corriente Democrática had broken definitively with the PRI, Cuauhtémoc was free to run 

independently for presídcncy. His candidacy was announced in July 1987 and immediately 

won support of the Authentic Party of the Mexican Revolution and other smaller parties 

from the left, including Mexican Socialists (formerly communists) Party, which in the 

early 1960 collaboratcd with the MLN. This electoral coalition was called Democratic 

Front. The independent candidacy for the president, encouraged people to express their 

hostility toward the PRI and the negative effects of austerity. The social conscquences of 

the economic crisis, the PRI's handling of it, and the inability of most groups to get to 

influence in the political affairs prepared voters for abandonment of loyal apathy. When 

Cárdenas seemed thc mostly likely candidate to punish the PRI, he won much of this 

available protest vote. 

Cárdenas's campaign took place in the context of disillusionment: The economic crisis 

augmented the chances of success of Cárdenas's campaign. Pushed by the economic crisis 

in the Wall Street in October 1987, De la Madrid devaluated the peso. Before 1988 popular 

discontent did not seriously affect election results or cause riots and disturbances. The 

potential protest vote became active in part because the precarious electoral campaign gave 

importance to the presidential elections, in part because Cárdenas personally awoke 

unprecedented enthusiasm and in part because the voters' were encourage by the 

emergence of the fresh and new politi cal option. 

The inherited charisma 

Cárdenas's potential success was determined by his capacity to make voters believe he 

is a viable candidate of political change and democratization. A letter quoted in Gilly's 

78 



"Cartas a Cuauhtémoc illustrates the mistrust Cárdenas had to face, being a member of 

PRI since his 20s: 

"(. . .) Yo quisiera saber si de verdad usted ya no tiene nada que ver con el PRJ, 

porquesi usted va a seguir de parte de ellos va a satir Ia misma cosa que si 

votaramos por el P Rl, nosostros los Nfexicanos necesitamos un cambio." 

The following part of the letter explains the reason why Cárdenas came to be seen as a 

reliable option by the popular sectors. Apart of the external factors mentioned above 

(economical crisis), Cárdenas took advantag...: of the symbolical connection to his father 

and skillfully managed his "revolutionary"legacy: 

"(. . .) nos encontramos algú.nos campesinos con el Corazón puesto Sr. 

Cuauhtémoc a luchar por su campana, con Ia esperanza de ver si aquellas 

leyes de su padre (. . .) vuelvan a Javor de sus campesinos, porque ahorita en Ia 

época que nos encontramos ya nos están rigiendo las leyes de un Porfirio 

Díaz. "83 

In fact, the use of the revolutionary symbolism employed by the PRI's dissent 

coincided with external factors, which created a credible link between the rhetoric 

(vindication of the democratic principles), the demand for the democratization of the 

system and the visible and evident macroeconomic situation. This strategy meant to 

highlight the discrepancies between the rhetoric and actions ofthe government. 

The FDN did not havc activist, the support base and the resources to mobilize huge 

crowds that would devotedly expressed support to Cárdtnas at public rallies. The leftist 

presidential candidate nevertheless had the advantage to call upon his persona! charisma, 

which virtually had different layers and to the extent was beyond Cárdenas himself. The 

appeal of Cárdenas was for most part due to the connection between Cuahtómoc 's leftist 

ideology stressing equity and social justice (in contrast to the neoliberalism) and the 

83 Adolfo Gilly, pp. 33-34 
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persona! and political ideology ofhis father. Cuauhtémoc was seen as an upholder ofthe 

inherited revolutionary legacy of his father and served himself as a symbolical bridge 

between the present and the past when the princi ples ofthe Revolution were respected. A 

retired soldier frnm Califomia expressed his faith in the transcendence of Lázaro's 

legacy: 

"(. . .) Para salvar a Ia patria de Ia ruina, se necesitaría un Lázaro Cárdenas 

con el valor y Ia Honestidad para castigar y desterrar a todos los causantes de 

Ia ruina. "8-t 

Gilly states that the quasireligious devotion to Cárdenas was due to "the myth of the 

son that returns to vindicate the betrayed father", which was a result of "the utopia of 

those who waitcd for the father who never returned and who now follow the son to 

avenge erase the grievances received since then" (Gilly, p. 38). According to Gilly this 

legendarization of Lázaro Cárdenas' legacy fittingly expressed a peasant from Zacatecas: 

"D. I h . . d I I u I "85 zcen que oné a un l)O e genera ... 11ay que apoyar o 

In another letter a group of inmates writes: 

"Estimado Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas Solorsano: tu papa fue nuestro fata y asi /o 

seguimos considerando porque el no ha muerto, te manda a ti para que veas 

como estamos sus hijos, para que veas si se esta cumpliendo su mandato como 

lo mando cuando estuvo presidente de lvféxico. "86 

The sumame "Cárdenas" gave the Corriente Democratica and consequently to the FDN 

a backup ofthe revolutionary authority and symbolism identifying Cárdenas- son with his 

father, one of the icons of the Mexican Revolution. The movement thus consciously 

84 Idem, p. 30 
85 Idem, p. 38 
86 Idem, p. 49 
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identified its political project with the revolutionary tradition. In the message to the co­

party men the members ofthe Corriente argued that: 

"(..) Por nuestra parte, mantenemos la disposición al dialogo, pero nos 

reservamos el derecho de solicitar fa aplicación de los preceptos 

correspondientes contra quienes, de toda evidencia han actuado con 

deslealtad a la Revolución, al partido y a los intereses de clase que 

supuestamente representan "87 

Carlos Lugo Chávez quotes one of the fundamental points of the last speech of 

Cárdenas' campaign: 

"El proyecto histórico de la Nación, iniciado en 1910 y enriquecido con la 

Reforma y la Revolución, que se sustenta en la búsqueda de libertad, la 

independencia, la democracia, la soberanía la justici a, el apego a las normas 

constitucionales y la igualdad, ha sido deliberada y sistemáticamente atacado 

por la presente administración. El agravamiento de la injusta distribución de 

la riqueza, la cultura, el poder, y el franco abandono de la tradición y el 

camino revolucionarios por parte de! gobierno, son elementos centrales de la 

coyuntura electoral ... "88 

According to this logic, the FDN was a righteous upholder of the old revolutionary 

principles and the only legitimate entity to lead the revolutionary project. As the 

Revolution was considered a key national symbol (along with others, mentioned in the 

Cárdenas' speech), those who managcd to convince the public that they are credible 

administrators of the symbol, could declare theii political goals as truly Mexican, in 

harmony with the princi ples of the 1910, Constitution of 1917, Lázaro Cárdenas etc. 

Those who opposed the project, in contrast are depicted as less Mexican, since are 

87 De Ia Vega, p. 325- 326 
88 Chávez, p. 34 
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opposing the nationally symbol. This notion was not expressed explicitly but was 

disguised in the economic rhetoric. Neoliberaism was identified by the FDN' s discoursc: 

as policy that favors only foreigners and brings only negative cffects on the Mexicans. In 

a speech on 291
h November 1988 Cárdenas distinguished clearly the national project 

(following the principles ofthe Revolution) from the neoliberal one (which favors mostly 

foreign investors): 

"Estamos convocando a luchar por recuperar el camino de Ia Revolución 

Mexicana, fa ejecución por el pucblo de su proyecto nacional, que es ef de una 

sociedod democrática y plural en fo político, con una Justa distribución de 

riqueza nacional y que ofrezca oportunidades reales de mejoramiento y 

superación para todos los Mexicanos. 

(. .. ) 

Luchumos con los mexicanos de convicción nacionalista contra el 

somelimiento de Ia nación a dictados del exterior y contra fa intromisión 

extranjera en nuestros asuntos políticos, económicos y de seguridad.89 

The special charisma of the FDN's leader balanced the organizational weakness, as the 

FDN consisted out of twelve separate organizations and parties (three parties of the lega! 

registry, five parties without legal registry, and four popular civic movements). As 

Kathleen Bruhn points out, "thc organization may not be strictly necessary for first 

election success if mobilization conditions hold, but it becomes extremely relevant to 

consolidation over time" (Bruhn, p. 136). The FDN thus could not "survive" the first 

elections, unless it turns into a regular party. 

89 In, Cárdenas Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas Solorzano, Nuestra Lucha Apenas Comienza, Los Grandes 

Problemasl\acionales, Editorial Nuestro Tiempo, Méxíco, 1988, p. 41-43 
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After the elections 

Miguel de Ia Madrid offers his perspective on the elections of 1988: 

"Más tarde establecí contacto con Jorge de Ia Vega y le pregunté: 

- ;,Cómo andamos en cifras? 

- No tengo- me respondió. 

;,Cómo, Gobernación no te ha informado? 

- No, el sistema de cómputo de! PRI no sirve. 

Entonces explique lo que me había dicho Bartett, y escuche su sorpresa. Le 

pregunte que pensaba al respecto y me contestó: 

- Hay que proclamar el triunfo de! P Rl: es una tradición que no podemos 

romper sin caus ar gran alarm a en Ia ciudadanía "90 

Almost all observers denounced the elections as fraudulent. Although it is impossible to 

prove to what extent the fraud changed the outcome, the evidence clearly shows that the 

fraud benefited the PRI' s presidential candidate Car! os Salínas de Gortari and Cárdenas 

was the victim. The studies of UNAM for example revealed the altered voter registry, the 

incidents of robbery of ballot boxcs reported by the opposition parties, the mystcrious 

"computer crash" ofthe brand new system that monitorcd thc elections on 6th July almost 

and the abrupt voter turnout, destroyed the credibility of thc electoral result. Although the 

authorities did Jack official electoral results from the Federal Electoral Comission, PRI 

president Jorge de Ia Vega immediately announced Salinas' had won a "decisive, lega! 

and incontestable victory" 

Miguel de Ia Madrid describes the atrnosphere in the Congress during his last State of 

the Union on 1st September: 

"(. . .) Al pretender interpelarme (Muiioz Leda) se levantó de su euru! y 

caminó hacia el podio: de inmediato fue asediado por fotógrafos y reporteros 

90 Madrid, p. 8 t 6 
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y, naturalmente por persona! de! Estado Mayor Prcsidencial, que dejo claro 

que le impediría el accesa a Ia tribuna. Entonces Muňoz Leda trato en varias 

ocasiones de !!amar mi atención y, como no lo logro, decidió abandonar el 

recinto. Esto ocurrió en media de gritos de apoyo de sus seguidores, los 

legisladores de! Frente Democrático Nacional. Esa gritería fue ahogada por 

los gritos de "México. México" y después de "traidor", con los que los 

priistas lo despidieron de! salón. "91 

The Cardenistas' failure to take the power at thcir pcak in 1988 left thern only the 

option to establish as an opposition party. Moreover, the FDN was an incoherent 

conglornerate of diverse idcological currents kept united by the single presidential 

candidacy. After the election ideological differences and conflicts of interest reemerged 

and led to the disintegration ofthe rnovernent. 

The FDN well suited to the task of creating a succcssful political option but did not 

achieve to consolidate as a political force. 

Tbe coalition that joined the new party, stili rnaintained the fundamental idcological 

incohcrence and divisions of the FDN. lt is rnostly for this reason the party has 

traditionally relied on the strong posíti on of the leader. The party' representatives tried to 

turn the one of its weakest points (ideological vagueness) into an advantage clairning that 

"everybody" can identify with it. The PRO, since the foundation proudly was building 

the irnage of a party for "everybody", the party of the masses a real party of thc nation a 

real party ofthe Revolution. 

The Party ofthe Democratic Revolution 

On 30th Novernber was published in La Jornada the "Manifest to the Nation" dedicated 

to the "compatriots", where thc principles ofthe new emerging party were described: 

91 Idem, p. 836 
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"El Partido de fa Revolución Democrática convoca: 

A construir y fortalecer organizaciones democráticas, progresistas y 

revolucionarias quc sean verdaderos instrwnentos para recuperar nuestra 

dignidad y nuestras libertades. 

A la edificación de! Partido de la Revolución Democrática, que recoja y 

proyecte Ia creativídad y el empuche político de la socíedad en su 

determinación de conquistar el poder y establecer una Republica Justa e 

independiente. 

Al reforzamiento de todas las acciones que consoliden el Frente Democrútico 

Nacional como alianza estratégica para ellogro de Ia cabal soberanía y de la 

democratización de! país. 

A Ia !ucha cotidiana de todos los mexicanos honestos, de todos los patriotas 

por rescatar nuestros derechos políticos, económicos y sociales y conquistar 

juntos una nueva Nación, libre de oprobio y Ia scrvidumbre"92 

At the first National Congress of the PRO (on November 16- 20, 1990) Cárdenas as an 

only candidate for the presidency of the party stated that the heterogeneity of the party 

was an advantage and was an alleged evidence of its democratic character, in contrast to 

the undemocratic PRI. 

The reliance of the Party on charisma and its character as a fusion party made difficult 

the institutionalization as Cárdenas' authority was to the large extent neprenosna. The 

Charismatic authority gave Cárdenas unmatched influence over decisions in the party. 

The persona! loyalties toward the party leader were the major source of identification 

and as Bruhn points out, "it was never altogether clear what the party was and what it 

stood for" (Bruhn, 196). Many perredistas came into the party with strong but different 

ideological goals the party almost never managed to reach a united position. 

One ofthe means to explain PRD's ideological vagucness PRO is to analyze the subject 

of this ideology along with the goals, which this ideology seeks to achieve": The 

ambition of the PRD is not to approach a certain layer of the Mexican society, but rather 

92 La Jornada, I O Dicember, 1988 
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the society as a whole. The ideology was designed to mobilize the nJtion against the 

undemocratic (and foreign) rule to achievc the democracy, which is put in correlation 

with the "national'' tradition ofthe Mexican Revolution. 

Party Institutionalization 

PRD's defined its profile as a party of "everybody" with ambitions to win majority of 

the votes and defeat thc PRI. Cárdenas attacked the traditional basis of the PRI 

(campesinos and obreros), gaining support also in highly developed regions in the center 

and the north of the country. The retake of the traditional basis of the PRI was a part of 

party's assumption, certain sectors were disfavored due to the side effect of party­

enforced neoliberal projcct. The party declared itself a real inheritor of the revolutionary 

tradition and other national symbols, used almost exclusively by the PRI to the date: 

"El águila impresa en el bianco no ha sufrido en el transcurso de los aiíos 

cambios sustantivos y Ia bandera ha sostenido su origen y significado que 

para los mexicanos de hoy en día es sustancia de Ia nacionalidad, producto de 

nuestras raíces indígenas y de! mestizaje con el espaiíol. 

Y vienen a cuento Ia bandera de don Agustín no tanto por éste por su 

parecido ideológico con el actual gobierno ni por su significado, sino cuanto 

por sus colores verde, bianco y colorado, que en el 1929 fueron utilizados en 

el logotipo de! Partido Nacional Revolucionario, que a! cambio de su nombre 

a! PNR se mantuvieron y que posteriormente se institucionalizó en el actual 

partido en le podcr. Apropiados de estos colores no quieren y no permiten 

autoritariamente que otros partidos los puedan utilizar como si los colores de 

arcoiris fuesen de su patrimonio (. . .). 

(. . .) no lograron todo su objetivo, pero si impidieron que el símbolo de! 

PRD, que es un sol, no tenga los colores de arcoiris, que son también los de 

l 'b . "93 nuestro a ara patno 

93 Maldonado, p. 302 
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The PRD's ideological imprecision initially helped to bind a divcrsc movement around 

the specific short-term goal of electing Cárdcnas in 1988. In the post- electoral era the 

ideological diversity made difficult the development of a common platform, common 

long term goals. 

Not too far from FDN's short term strategy, PRD's goal was a restoration of the 

abandoned ideals that have been systcmatically ignored by the governing elite. 

Nonetheless this bond was destined to weaken after the short- term goal was not 

achieved. The insistcnce of the party leaders on their original goals virtually impeded the 

consolidation of the party. As Bruhn points out, "consolidation of a party's organization 

affects its incoherence, stability, discipline, and capacity to act as a unit, and hence to its 

ability to intluence politics and above ancl bcyond its Ieve! of political support" (Bruhn, 

p.13). Cárdenas' party was thus unable to translate its initial electoral sup port in a real 

political intluencc as a consolidated political party. The PRD dicl not keep up with 

changing political contexts. As a result, "the new party founded by Cárdenas in the 

aftermath of 1988 shrink from 31% of thc votc to just 8% in only three years. Though it 

recovered to 17% in 1994, the Partido de Ia Revolución Democrática (PRO) stili lost 

ground everywhcrc compared to 1988, despite increasingly clean elcctions ... " (Bruhn, ln: 

Serrano, p. 114). What worked during the lection in 1988 fell short in 1994 partly dueto 

the use of outworn symbols, which fit in 1988 to symbolically express governmenť s 

neoliberal project was alien to the Mexican nation, but in 1994 this strategy no longer 

matched the changcd political situation. The rhetoric remained much the same as in 1988: 

"1994 marca el momento de terminar con los excesos y desviaciones de/ 

régimen po/ítico posrevolucionario, así como de/ actual mode/o económico 

neoliberal, y de restaurar Ia legalidad constitucional. Llamamos a todos los 

ciudadanos mexicanos a hacer suya a enriquecer a esta plataforma e/ectoral y 

votar en los comicios federales de 1994 por los candidatos de/ Partido de Ia 

Revolución Democrática "94 

94 Platafonna electoral 1994, p. 2 
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The criticism ofthe neoliberalism was fruitful while the crisis affected major part ofthe 

voters, when the economy recovered from the recession and voters received economic 

outputs again, the criticism ofthe nc:uliheralism ceased to be an effective strategy to win 

voter's support: 

"Lo que mas preocupa es el futuro que aguarda a !vféxico baj o el proyecto 

neoliberal: un sector económico altamente modernizado pero rodeado de 

miseria, taras e improductividad. Una economía que tiende a concentrar Ia 

riqueza de manera tan desequilibrada no puede ser compatible con una vida 

d ' . ( ) "95 emocratzca ... . 

The neolihcral ideology was p01trayed as "foreign" and so were its political defenders. 

The opposition Iabe led the govemment as undemocratic though its arguable PRI' s regime 

of the 1990s was les s democratic than the o ne of Lázaro Cárdenas'. 

"El gobierno actual ha propiciado directa o indirectamente Ia 

subordinación de México al extranjero. ( ... ) 

En los últimos anos se ha venido acrecentado Ia dependencia de/ país en sus 

relaciones y vínculos con le exterior. En lugar de Ia fidelidad a una valiosa 

tradición en materia de política exterior, el gobierno ha optado por el camino 

fácil y enganoso de las concesiones. En los hechos ha subordinado su 

actuación internacional a la búsqueda obsesiva de una relación especial con 

el gobierno estadounidense ". 96 

Finally, the PRD refused the institutionalization in principle, to highlight the contrast 

with the "old" and "bureaucratic" PRI. The grassroots origin of the FDN translated into 

the party structure and determined party's relations with social movements. In fact, the 

95 I dem, p. 1 O 
96 Idem, p. 14 
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party often ostensibly showed mutual support of social movements of various origins. 

Before the elections in 1994, Cárdenas identified publicly with the Zapatista movcmcnt 

in Chiapas, claiming, both, PRD, and the guerillas in the jungle were fighting against the 

same evil: the government, which introduced foreign neoliberal ideology, and had driven 

the country out ofthe traditional support ofthe "campesinos": 

"Los acontecimientos de Chiapas, como ningún otra hec ho, dejan a! 

descubierto los efectos nocivos de los retrocesos de Ia lcgislación agraria 

impuestos en las reformas de 1991 y 1992. Entre las causas profundas de! 

conjlicto que vive fa republica a raíz dellevantamiento armado que se produce 

en Chiapas, se encuentran los despojos violentos de tierras de las 

comunidades, Ia miseria y las enormes desigualdades suciales y económicas, 

generadas entre otrosfactores, por Ia aplicación viciada de Ia Iey y lafalta de 

l . ' l bl . " 97 so ucwn a os pro emas agranos . 

In May 1994, Cárdenas headed to Chiapas at the invitation of the zapatista leader 

Subcomandante Marcos. This strategy did not help to the imagc ofthe party, supporting a 

group that provoked a violent uprising, which most of the Mexican sees a "war". 

Cárdenas did not give the voters clue about what would the party stand for, since 

supported a radical leftist armed movement and claims to be dcmocratic at the same tíme. 

PRD's constant reclamation of an electoral fraud in almost any occasion limited the 

credibility of the party when a real fraud occurred. In addition, the voters did not see 

incentives to support the PRD, being assured that another fraud would take place. At the 

end of 1994, a new figure, López Obrador entered to the national political scenario, 

impugning the electoral results in the state Tabasco, when he did not get to be a governor 

by PRO. After another Cuauhtemoc' s electoral defeat in 2000, Obrador would replace 

the unsuccessful presidential candidate in the leadership ofthe Party. 

97 Idem, p. 51 
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In the highly contested elections in 2000, Cárdenas was unable to choose the right 

political campaign to unite opposition voters against the PRI. Lawson sustains, that 

"Cárdcnas' campaign was contradictory. For instance the campaign devoted huge sums 

of moncy to television advertisements, but Cárdenas himself invested vast amounts of 

time in one-on- one exchangcs with individual supporters and petitioners. The PRD also 

largely failed to make effective use of its network of local activists" (Lawson, p. 16). We 

can conclude, that in the 2000's presidential elections voter's attitudes toward change and 

democracy alter remarkably. Arguably, Cuauhtémoc contributed to the political pluralism 

and promotion of democracy during 1990s but failed to find suitable strategy to translate 

the initial support into votes. Thc institutionalization of the party neither occurred when 

Cuauhtémoc was substituted in the leadership of the party by younger politician Andrés 

Manuel Lopéz Obrador. The presidential candidate for the elections in 2004 did not 

change fundamentally the structure of the party, preserving the structure heavily relying 

on the charismatic leader. 

Conclusion 

The object of the analysis was not the Party of the Democratic Revolution (PRD) itself, 

neither the political system, which shaped the conditions under which the party emerged. 

I did not analyze the revolutionary tradition either, because it simply does not exist as 

such but rather is a subjective interpretation of history and its content depends on the one 

who is making the interpretation. The object of my analysis was the artificial use of 

history in the political process. 

As a mentioned in the introduction the motive for my rcsearch was to find a parallel to 

the experience with domestic politics. We can extract something like a common basis, 

which possibly can be applied to other political systems: the national symbols used in the 

politi cal process are not a manifestation of nationalism in the traditional meaning: 1) the 

actors who operate with the national symbols scarcely imagine new symbols, rather 

retake the existing ones. Why? History and historical (national) symbols serve only as 

tools to attain further goals. Iftherc are other tools available for a politician, he uses them 
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too or instead. So the historical traditions and national symbols are not an object of 

interest of a politician, unless it can be useful for his particular ends. In contrast to a 

nationalism which can be bričOy defined as an ideology, which supports the creation of 

national states, the use of national symbols by particular political actors usually does not 

seek the rewriting of the existing maps. It uses thc historical references to achieve 

popular support, trying to confuse voters, incorporating the particular goals of the 

politician in the existing national tradition, giving the impression these ends are 

compatible with the long- term national goals. These way political actors reccivc a sort of 

divím: approval for their politics. This strategy works as long as it author seems credible 

as an inheritor of the traditions he is operating with. Whoever makes it, does only 

temporarily. We can conclude that the PRD did make to convince a big part of Mexicans, 

that their goals are a part of an essential national tradition, which pursue dcmocracy, but 

the strategy was efficient only in the first elections in 1989, but failed to convince in the 

following elections. 2) fhe nationalist references servč exclusively to back up the elite at 

power or the one that tries to get to the power. It is not an anonymous effort (either 

fictitious or real) to elevate the community to higher standards (material or cultural) as 

nationalisms pretend to do, but is a very particular effort of concrete people to gain votes, 

presenting their authors as "speakers ofthe nation". 

The Party of the Democratic Revolution retook the symbolism of the Mexican 

Revolution since it was a unique mean of political communication compromising the 

ruling party and presenting the Party of the Democratic Revolution as a national 

vanguard. A big part of the princi ples of the Constitution of 1917 never had come into 

effect, so the process of the Revolution can be declared as undone and virtually never 

ending, waiting for the brave politicians, with capacity and strength to implement the 

revolutionary principles. The opposition, vindicating the Constitution of 1917, according 

to this logic, point at the fact, the ruling party had pursucd these old principles only in the 

bright moments of the 20th cen tury ( during the presidency of Lázaro Cárdenas above all). 

The PRD thus declared the Revolution was unfinished and the PRI was not only 

unwilling to carry on with the Revolution but in fact the party itself was the biggest 

obstaclc of the Revolution, since from the 1980s deviated from the revolutionary path 

toward "foreign" neoliberalism. The PRD had proclaimed the real politics in Mexico 
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should follow the authoritative tradition of the Mexican Revolution. It was allegedly 

necessary to retake the old principles to prevent the country became run by "foreigners" 

and "traitors". In effect, the left opposition proposed to enforce policies similar to those 

of Lázaro Cárdenas, espccially in the economy. The nationalism of the Party of the 

Democratic Revolution did nevertheless hardly be convincible if it wasn't complemented 

by another strong ideology or principle. In th i:-; case, the PRO was making Mexicans 

believe the democracy and the never- ending Revolution were part of one process, since 

the pursuit of democracy was inherent to the Revolutionary tradition. The Party thus 

could operate during its emergence with two triumphs: with revolutionary tradition, 

which served to I) blacken PRI's reputation as a fake administrator of the revolutionary 

principles 2) and to offer a feasible political option, acceptable to the popular sectors and 

other parts of society. At the same time the PRO vindicated the principle of democracy, 

presenting themselves as a feasible option, claiming that the "time was now" to break 

with the dictatorship. The mix-up ofthe historicall national symbols with the struggle for 

democracy had a synergetic effect in the political campaign. We can witness the similar 

pattern in most of the rcgimes in transition: the political group, which is challenging the 

regime, usually uses nationalism as a complement for their, say, "main ideology" 

( communism as well as democracy or any othcr "higher principles"): even in Czech 

Republic, during the revolution of 1989, the opposition depicted the ruling communists as 

"foreigners" or "traitors", collaborating with the Soviets98
• I could list a lot of other 

manifestations of nationalism present during the revolution when the communist regime 

was being toppled. But more important than that is to mention the astonishing parallel to 

the situation in Mexico in 1988 and 1989: thc opposition was following the similar 

pattern, using nationalism as a back-up for the struggle for democracy. We can conclude 

that the political actors who employ nationalism in their political campaigns tend to use it 

as a complement for another goal or ideology. This goal or ideology is thus seen as 

inherently national and has more effective propaganda drive. 

The revolutionary tradition was a result of a consistent government effort and is not a 

permanent, let alone it is not going to be a supreme national symbol in the future. Diverse 

tradition are constantly competing for supremacy, similarly as "carrancismo" with 

98 See: Holý, pp. 56- 64 
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"maderismo" etc. as I adumbrated in the introductory chapters. Depending to the 

dominant media and political discourse, new symbols and traditions are to rise and 

compete with the existing tradition of the Mcxican Revolution. The democratic regime 

established in 2000 might bring about new traditions and will redefine the old ones. lfthe 

PRD fails to win the elcctions and gain more influence in the media, their interpretation 

of history will be destined to oblivion as well as their vindication of the Mexican 

Revolution. 
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PARTIDO DE LA REVOLUCION DEMOCRATICA 
COM~PROMOTORNAOONAL 
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I:=J-___ 
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I OfG J.JUZACION 
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1 .- _____ --L~·IACION 

l·lovir.~ientos Soc. 

Infomática 

(2) 

Archiv o 
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PARTIDO DE LA REVOLUCION DEMOCRAT<:J('i(';:·.:;;::~;·~ ~ 
ACT A CONSTI TUTI VA OE COMI TE ESTATAL PROM~~~&'~~~~~·,··'' 

" -r. .. 
. • . ,~(\~A~~ L .. 

En Ia Cludad capital del estado de .·.•~/".!!'! 

, siendo las Hrs. del d!a · 
; d:rni c i li o á:n:Je Se -ce-.l"e"br-=a--.-:1 a:--=ret.n~l>-:1· oo-=----

del mes de 1988, se inició Ia reunión convocada por el 

Comitě Nacional Promotor (CNP) del PRO para constituir el Comitě Estatal -

Promotor (CEP) correspondiente a esta entidad . 

• a reuhlón fue presidida por la comisión nombrada por el CNP para el efecto, 

i nt eg rada por:--------------------------·--------

En primer lugar se hace constar que los asistentes declararon su adhesión 

al rlocumen~o firmado por Cuauhtémoc CArdenas Solorzano y un grupo ~e ciud! 

danos el dia Zl de octubre de 1988, en el que se !lama a la formación del 

Partído de la Revolución Democrltica . 

• En seguida, Ia asamblea determinó oor (mayorfa o consenso) __ ·--·-

que el CEP del PRO quede integrado por los siguientes compaft~ 

ros: 
NOMBRE DOMICILIO TELHONO 

La asamblea tambiěn determinó que el CEP realice su trabajo haciendo fun 

cionar Jas comisiones sjguientes:" 
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La integracíón de las .. mismas es Ia síguíente: 
----------------------~ 

Adem&s de lo anterior se acordó que el CEP sesionará c las co-
.~> 

mo m[nímo en el siguiente domícilío _______ _ 

.. Oa Ft:: 
los co~!Síonados del CNP. 

---·----······----------

Fi r~an de conform:d,id los 1ntegr ntt:s del CEP. 

-----~·-·····----···-----,···· - --------~------------

----------------------

• 
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D O C U M E N T Q S 
~ 

·~ 

!NDI GEI-iERAL 

i. AIHECEJ~GHES Y Ei'iTOf.',f·:.) POUTICO, Eém:Of:iCO Y SOCfAL 

1. (ARí\CTERIZACIÚ~i ;:,:;: LA. CR!SIS CU~ ENF~E~F,.\ LA l·lACiOfL 

A. (ARi\CTERlZAC!Ór:'m:. LA SITUACiÓii PC: .. Ji!C,\ 

B. CONDICIONES DE CRIS!S ECO~ÓM!CA 

C. PRC;f'UI'iDO D!:TER :oRO DEL B fEř!ESV-Y~. SOC p.L 

fl, PARFDOS Y ORG/'.iíiZACIONES !'OLÍTlCAS COf.' .. !U.'},:,:; 

B. CO!~\CIDENCIAS Y DIVERGENCIJ\S 

O •• !NTEGRACIÓ!~ DEL PARTIDO Ú1!1CO 

( 

I 

J 
I 

I 

\ 

4. P~OYEáÓ~t-i-A~I0:1/\LlSTA, DEnOCRÁTiCO.Y PiWGR2SISTA VS, PRQ. 

YECTO NEOUBERAL. 
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A .. PLAIHEAI'l!ENTO DOCTR!f.!MIO 

!DEOLÓGI.:O 

' 
DE PfWK [ P lOS 

·:l.•~·PR!NCIPEOS V OB,JEf!VOS ESTRAT~GiCOS PAP-;, .SUPERAR '-A CRI­
í •. 

. ~SIS, 

·~ . .. . PP.lNCI?fO'S Y OBJETIVOS DE ORDEN POLfTIC:) 
.I 

A. REIVP!DIC.AC!Ót: DE LOS PRINC!PIOS DE Lf CotiST!TUC!ÓN -

DE 1917. 

B. [NDEPENDENCIA V SOBERAN(A ~ACIONAL 

'c EJERCICIO DE LA DENC::RACIA 

·v.-t'-fi.Ri fCWAC!Óí'(CiUDAi.i~HA'. 

E. RESPETO AL DERECHO DE LIBRE ASOC!ACIÓfl 
I l 
• I 

F. LA 0Ei·10CRACiA 'f LAS ORGAili2iACim:::.s' SOC!ALES 

G, ESTArio Y SOCIEDAD CIVIL 

H. PAPEL DEL ESTADO 

I , ESTRUCTURt' DE LOS PODERES 

J, REESTRUCTURACIÓN DEL PODER jUD!CI~L 

K. fORTALEC HH ENTO De!.. FE DERA Ll SMC 

L ADM I N! STRAC I Ói'l PÚBl.ICA 

~ M ~-P.J\P·IÚ.· ··~E~·.·É{JfRc ITO Y LA ARI1AJ/\ 
-·: ·-4 .,.;,-.·:;.:"~. ~~-· .. -· 

fl. GOBI ERNO_ Y S f'STEt!A ELECTORAL 
. ~-- . · .. 

-..: 
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P, GOBI ERNO Y HED I OS t!J\S lVOS DE .. COilUtllCAC IÓU. 

Q, REL/\CIO!IES lilTERNACIOř~ALES 
,} 

'<. R. POLiTICI\ ;\GRt.RlA. 

'f ; 

3. PRHICIPIOS Y 0BJET[VOS {JE ORDE!i ECONÓIHCO 

~ ',; 

A. ESTRATEGIA PAP.A EL,' DE!.'.l.Rf!OLLO ECONÓH!CO. l.ff,CIOII/IL ... 

8. PAPEL DEL EST;\DO Ul U ECGiiOi-!Í,~, BASE NATER!f,L )č LA 

} S013ER!~I! l r, 

C_, IHPULSO AL SECTOR sr/ i Al DE LA ECOťlQl·lL'\, EA~C: FUT!Jf:,~. 
I 

f , ~EL DlENESTAR ( 

O. Fm!ClÓN DEL SECTOR \qlVJI..DO 

E .ď DES.I\RfWLLO. ĎÉL t1ED.IV '{URAL, 

. PR ror: [ DAD Nf,C 101-iAL. 

r:. Arr.:~v2ó .. t,fll s;ri·.:.-j'-:.:Jí:. .:;,:;;:~~.::...:~~--J[--ó.-3'~-:z-:-~~:~.fT ;.c;...: ..• __ __ .. 
l .· . 

G. DO:-\I!HO DE U.\ íiACté!l SOtlRE LúS !1EC'JRSC·S NATL'Pt.i...ES 

H. Íf·li.:'USTRIP. EXTRACTIVA Y DE TRMISFOřH:P.C!Ófl 

I • Cor·i::~i I U\C I om: S 'r' TP.MIS!lORTES 

K, CI EtiC ll\ Y TEC!IOLOG fA P.~rlJ\ EL DESArtROLLO 

L. COHRC!O IIITER!OR 

M, COMERCIO E~TERlOR 

N. POUTICA DE Flrll\ilCIXi!ErHO PARA Utl DESA::lRCLLO NAC!úi~~ ' 

Ll STA Y DEHOCilfi. Tl CO, 

O. SECTOR FlNAriCtERO -· .... _ ·.--
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PRINCIP!OS Y OEJET!VOS DE ORDEH SOC!AL 

A. GAI\ANT 1 ZAR EL noJoRAl·11 EtiT.U ECOiión t co, soc i:.L,. v cuuu-, \ 

RAL DE LA POB!..AC I Č>!f. 

B. ALít·iEiH~,c!Ótl Y HUTRICIÓN 

C. GARANT!ZAR LA SALUD 

D. DERECHO A LA VIVIE~DA 

E. EDUCACIÓN DEHOCRÁTICA 

F, PIW:·1X l ón DE L1\ CULTUí<i\ DE LOS TRt\i3AJ'.•DCP.ES 

G. PLAHEACIÓH DEMÓCRÁYICA DEL DESARROLLO U~B~NO 
H.· (01-IB.L\TE A LA f·\ARGINA(I.Ói~ EC':HiGí\ICA Y SCCIAL 

I •. FoMENTO AL EMPLEO 

J, LA FAMILIA Y LAS RES?ONSABILIDADES DE LA PAREJA 

K. P.ROTECC!ÓI~ A LA N~~IEZ 

L. APOYO A LA JU~~NTUJ 

:'\. L.o. miJER EN 2L DES,.\~.RCLLO :;cc !AL 

... 
~ -; ~ 

ll o 
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~ :" : 

5 . 

ll[. P R O G R A M A D E r\ c c 1· o il 

;::,;-,>,· :d~~·· PROGHAt·!,\ POLIT.! CO 

·'"c.-1;,~!·. Y: l 
.. · .~.! ·-- ;\ 

A •. RÚVHIDICl\CIÓN DE LOS P:\!t!C!P!OS DE U\ (O!lST!TUCIGi·i DE -

1917 .t 

I 

A) ./),SEGURAR LA !:FECT:VIDi\0 L'EL SUFR.'-.G!O 

• B) ACELER.",R EL PROCsSO DE D::f-10CRAC!A ECO~:ón!CA '! JU~Ti -

·CIA SOCIAL 

C) .~,tJTÉiHIClDAD Etl LA PU.l'IEAC!ó;·; DENOéRf.TIC;\, 

D) REfERE!:DUI·l •Y CONSULTA POPU:...AR 

E) P:;ot·iOVi:R LJ\ I GU><LDi;Ll DE QPQRTUN (i')J!.DES 

F) HACS< RE . .;L!D.·\D EL !JER::.CCi-:G t-. LA INFOíH·i;·,CiÓN 
' 

G) ~E0LICIÓN ~E TODAS LAS FO~MAS D~ REP2ES!ÓN. 

I) Hl'.CER EFECT! VQ EL Rl:CURSO DC: ANPi\RQ 
I • 

J) R:::SP::TO AL. DEHECHi; DE: lili'::LGA Y CG!·;t::t', !..A Rt:c;; i Sl•. 

A) 0[FENSA DE LA SOJERANIA 

B) fORTALECif'IIENTO DE LA IDC:NT!Dt.D Y Nt.C!QrlALIDAD f·\[)~;q 

NAS 
j 

C) l~IPULSO DE LA INTEGRAC iÓ~I Y :\UTOtlGriÍA:,-DE.L Pťd S 
. """;.rl. 

D) I f-lDčPENDENC !A POLÍTI CA Y ECmJÓf·l!C:'I . ~ -· 

~.l _......... .... ~-· ~..IW:.._... ~. _._ ..... __ ·--.. ------~--....- ..... -~ .~-· ·- -···. -·· --· 
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rlEGLAinl!:liTU DEL COt.iiTE PROPAOT<.JR NACIOl~AL 

DEL PARTIDO DE LA REVOLUCION D~OCRATICA 

· l. El Gomité Promotor Nacional del Partido de la Revolución Demo-

crática (PRD), constituido en la ~sa~blea celebrada en la ciu­

dad de iiléxico el 21 de octubre da 1988, tiene la taraa de im­

pulsar los traoajos de formación del partido er. toda la Repú­

blica, para lo cual designará las comision8s y los equipos de 

trabajo q ue co~sidere necesarios. 

2. i'.;l Co:aité Promotor Nacional y las comisiones que se integren, 

d•'"'.!:'arár:: en sus funciones t1asta el dia en que se instale la Asam-

ble3 ~acional Constitutiva del PRD, donde seri aprobada la es-

tr.zctura, .!.lis fur;;:as de organización y los ihineamientos de ac-

ciÓt!, asi co:no ia•)g los órganos de dirección nacional del 

part~dv. 

J. Además ce les parso=ac propuest~s por la asamblea del 21 de oc-

. . . 
J!dJ..c .. -»~-Cf! ...... w ............. 

de dl 103 coordinai~res d~ cada una de las dewás co~isiunes. 

farticipará en su3 reur:2.ones con derecr;o a vnz y voto, un !'e-

presentante de los co~it~s pro~otores estatales ya constit~i-

dos. El Co·r:ité Prc:;;otor (•aci~msl, de acue.:-do cor. los criterios 

eHLablecidos para su funcionamieqto, deter~inar1 la incorpora-

ción de nuevos integrantes que respondau al Llamawiento hecLo 

el pasado 21 de octubre. 

4. De inmediato, ser~~ constituidas las siguientes comisi~nes: 

-Comisi6n de Coorriicaci6n, 

- Uomisi6n de OrgHuizacidn, 

Comisidn de D~vulgacidn y }ropaganda, 

- Comisidn ae Accicin Elec~oral, 
! \.>1>6 - H>9.) 

ComisL5n de HelacLJne'3 .internacionales .-~--------...1 
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CowisiJn de Finanzas, 

- Cotuisión de J)_.cumentos Básicos, 

- Comisiones de Estudioe, 

- Co;uisión de Derecbos humanos. 

5. El ndmero de miembros de las comisiones será fijado por ellas 

mismas, con el criterio de garantizar eficacia y capacidad 

ra resolver las cuostiones que son materia de su trabajo. Los 

miembros del Comit' Fromotor Nacional, a_ igual que los demás, 

sólo podrán ťormar- pe:rte de una rie las caG;ic lones, con excep-

ción de la Coruisión de Coordinación. 

6. Cada comisión elegirá un equipo coordinaarr con tre~ da su& 

miembros, los cuales convocarán a las re :ione3, presidirén las 

asam~less y llevarán la relación de los 8C 1erdos. Cada comisi6~ 

podrá nom~rar sub-comisi0nes par& objetivos ~rocisos. 

7. :c;1 Co;.~i~é fr::;r:otor :Nacio!,al, lo mismo que las comisiones, se 

esforzorjn por edoptar sus resolucionPb y acuerdos por la vis 

del c::>r:senso. 0..:a~;do éste !10 :::~ea posibilié?, los acl!erdos se adop-

tarán per :-eayoda sj:::f!le. I.a reunión de toúa:::~ las comisiones 

se considerará instalada con ur. quórum de la mitad más uno de 

!'l'-<8 integrar:.tes • .::usr;::io no t-.aya quórum, los presentas podrán 

formular pro~uest~s para la siguiente reunión. 

8. ~l Comité }romotor ~aciJnol se reunird una vez c~da quince días, 

como mí~;i;;,o. Con trcs uias de anticipación pondrá a disposi .... 

ción de todos sus mie~~ros la propueata de Urden del Día de la 

reuniór.. 

9. ~aaa co~isión formulará su ťlan de Trabajo e informará de au 

cumpl Ln Lento al 'Co;;: i té Promotor ~.acional, el cual podrá convo-

car a reuniones extraordinarias de cada co~isi6n para examinPr 

el cureo ~e su trabajo. 
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del Cu::ii t.; l:ro::10 tor 1'i8CÍOlli>l ·,y los tres ~oordilladores d.c cada 

u na de las co:llisLJt~es. 'l'er.drn H s u cargo la co nvocn t or i o. tle 

las reuniones, la sol~ci(ín de lHol cueotiones quc surjan entre 

urm :; otra reu:·,iJn del Co:ni té Uaciollol fro1::o tor, garar;tizar el 

cut:.pli:aiunto dn los acu~rdos de éste:, la coorliíliación de los 

tra •>aj os tie las c, ... ,is!unes, a :JÍ como el enlace con loa co::: i-

nes propíus de la :;u turoleza de la u.ím;:a comisijn. 

ll. La actividad diurio de la Co~isiJn de Coordinación serri impul-

sada por un :Sccretar iado inter,rado por once persor.o:::;. 

12. i::l prcsellte Heglarll<Jr:tu sólo podnl se;:· Ut;)d.iťicado por una reu-

nión del C'o:;d té rTOIU tor hacio l. 

H~entu s~r~n decididas 

... éxicu, 1J.l-'., Jde fl<.JVit:::.lJre de 1.988. 

ElllJTO ()!: !.<.·'·'\•\ '::'!! '-"· 
IJ·;;~IJCtÓf.j Dél..t(',.:.;l>.Á!I<':A 

ACEOVO HISfÓ~!Cr'i !'. ~.D. 
l-_,___,.1~~-
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do roiernb1•o fl 11da.dor e inic:iador del PARTlDO DE LA REVOLUCION DE-

~IOCRATlCA que todos c:onstruiremos. 

Bu• millones de mexicanos podamos unirnos para alcanzar 

en un futurc cerc:anc los propOsitos enunciados l?n el mensaje de! 

14 de septlembre~ que son los de todcs nosotros: 

"Recuperaremos los ldeales histOric:os de la Revclu-

ción MPxicana, Ia vigencia plena de Ia Constitución y la le9i-

timldad de nuestro 90bierno y nuestros gobernantes. Restaurare- , 

mos Ia Rep6blica al fundar sus institucicnes nuevas en una cul-

tura polttir• de libertad, racionalidad y toleranc!a •. ~obr& es­

tos c!mientos sOlido.:• ~·~pro+ .... ,'dos, centr-a el 'r-ě9imen caduc:o del 
/ 

prlvilegio y la injustic:la, del part1do de Estado y el c:crporati-

vismo, de la jependencia y la c:orrupciOn, levantaremos una na-

c10n d• hcmbr~s y mujeres llbr-es e iguales ante la ley y ante la 

vida, una pat·la damocrática y solidarla, un Měxic:o par-a los -
~ 

mexicanos tod3~·. 

(2 I {_(!cf-· ) ~? .5?9 

f/a?ó"'ru ']). F 
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l l A !-1 i\ tl I 11 r o A L PUE&l.O r-1 E. •• I C A H O 

La h1"1lor ta... de t!,.oc:a es la. dl' 1& luC.hil drl 
pu~olo por 

<;~cbern&r null'slrO'l d•~tii1C!i y d~cldir •n nu••tro pa!'lo L& 1nd•­

peondenc1a, 1~"' !=1:•4-orll\• v Ia P•vo1uctOn h•n aldo •tapas d• ••• ·lu-

t1nuldao:t d~ .,ue"tra acetOn"! d•l trlunfo. 
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pl!111 1 •!' tl•rr~t, IU. vivl•nda, ~u salud 1 •u el'llpleo, IIU &AiartD y 

P' d~r•cho d• todo5 lo~ clu4•dano~ a r•clblr •dueaci~n 9ratu!~& 

'~"'o., to• pr1nclptc'\ ot-Jr;i~po,aJ•s d•h fl!'doP>r•tl'!ll'lO t:on~r-a •l .au~oJ"l-,_. 

t"rlfi.'I'IO y Ia •b"crr::•b" <i•l t:fnl.ro~tlisfllo, 1 e:qn f'lloe !• ptrr~o• .Cf\ ~~ 
"ac\d•d dtt dr 1u.rrcl1o y <l•r:l•t6n d• lO!I fl'•t•do1! '1 rt!lon•• 4tH li 
n•l~. Fort.alf't•r•lfllQe .,·,obt•r"nO lllll.lr'!lc:h:~~sJ. ba•• d• nu••t.f'a d•­

,..ocrarla, y ~oy•r•"'o• Ia• -.ltttpl•• ir.Jt:latlv•• y eap•~'dadew 

'• 41.1tCir~an1tacJOf'\ <if' lA ao~'•dtttL ------1 

• 
s• 

Convoc•Mo• ~ agrupa~ftg• •n ••t• parlldo y •n ••t• •ovt­

Mlf'nta, • 4t•c:..atlr •ntr• t.odo•• aobr• ••ta• f~r•od•• pr.tnctnto• '., 

co~u~•~t un pro,~aMA y un nu•vo proy•cto na~lonal~ Qv•r••o• qu• 

•1 pu4tblc ~t•x'Sc•no dtcida q~"~,lfn 90bSerna, c-O:nto •• gobltl"'na y 

acu•rdo co~ ••t• llaNaml•nto QUt wu~•n aua fSr••• a 1a• nu••lt••• 

F'u•,dt-MO'l 'l\.l~'itr-~ or9antzac*ón de•d• ab•Jo "/ +ntl"'• todo!l. C:•d• :, . 
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Presentación 

n el próximo meo de agosto cvlebraremoo el m Congmoo 
Nadonal dtl Portklo de Ia Rrvoludón Demoaá!lat, que 
"''" romo ... """""" un congreso delinitorio pan el futoro 

, de nu.,.tra organizoción. No elegiremoo a ninguna lnstan• 
cia de dír"'rión; nueoll'M ~ tendrán carllc:tl!r reoolultro 
en cuestione~ de llnea pollli!2. y • partir de eU.. ~ axno en 
un """"' de eaminos, ll el Partido !lmo vlabllidad é<lmD oll!emllliYa 
polflka frenh! a loo retoo que planiH ei momentn P"" el ll"" atnvieoa 
elpa!s. 

~ """"'* 1\oa!moo fSIJI p!'l!gW'Ill! '"' ~ 
de """""'" nalunle:za. en realltOl'imíenlo crudo y wru <I. n.,.,.tra 
realídad, en I1UI6n <I. que sabemcto q~R enln!ntamm granda probJe.. 
nwo y dlficultadee y que n.,..tra unídad lnlll!t'na .,. fr4iJ, ~ el 
PRD subsmir y, mú 'lUl' ooo, puede ~ en una hemm>ienta 
úlil y dedlva para que el pueblo de ~ lt utillcr en "' ludla 
por un pals de!nocritico y justoT La n!SpUi!tlla no puede ~ mu­
cho liempo, pues los acorolo!cimíentos polltlcool "'dan a>1t -.nbrooa 
velocidad y ammazán con rebasamoo. 

Con ol ~ documenlo - el propósllo de contrlbulr 
a enconltllr ata respu .. ta. 

(..) I,PUtlde ., ,." 
.",.",,u 

"COl"'"'"'-'""'" ...... ." ..,., 
IMiiO!illenlv úlll 

y~pomque 

111 pllllblo c» M.6xlco 
kl uac. ." Jil luCha 

portmpoh 
c»moctáá/co 

yJWO? 
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Presentación· 

Por qué México necesita un 
'RD fuerče es el segundo de los fo­
u~.os que Ia Secretaria de Comuni­
;ack., y Dtvulgación de I Camité 
Ejecutivo Nacional del PRD edit.a 

..;,on ,;stas a Ia realización '!"I ~t;=r 
w-ongreso de nuestra org&nlZliClOO. 

En esta pcqu~ňa obra nos pro­
pusimo; teunir textos elaoorados 
ospecblrr.ente IJOr dirigent<,. dei 
PP.D, para explic.1r el juicio de ca­
u~ uno de ellos acerca de! pa pel 
que cl Partido desempeňa -y 
!T'ás: el uue debe desempeňar- en 
Ia circ'.l,.;;t.ancia hi"'6rica cle) pafs. 

Cuauhtémoc Carder.as, Hebert.:­
Castillo, Rosalbina Garavito, Ama­
lia Garda, Porfirio Muiioz L:,do, 
Gi!berto Rincón Gallardo y Mario 
Saucedo han contribuido n este 
objetivo. Consideramos que 'us 

r------------
1 

I 

~ 
i 
I 

L__ ------

aportaciones habtán de constituir 
un estlmulo para Ia mejor com­
prensión de Ia conducta polit ica 
deJ PRD y las razones de su parti­
cipación en Ia vida nacional. 

Nuestro objetivo es el de cola­
borar en Ia profunclización de las 
cu~stiones que hoy debc definir 
nuestro pueblo, de las fonnas e 
instrumentos que ha de emplear 
para abrir un futuro d~ progreso y 
soberanla. Ello exige, en Jo irunc· 
diato, Ia publicación de otros fo­
lletos, cuademos, documentos, en 
lo cual también cmpeň.1remos 

nu.-stroc esfuerzos editoriales, y 
para los cualf'.s espernmos contar 
con Ja contribución cl~ otras perso­
nalidades y dírigentes Jel movi­
miento eman"ipador en e) que está 
inscrito el PRD. 

CONGRESO 

NACIONAL I 
... 1 



Un PRD fuer.te 
Cunuhtémoc Cárdenns - ·--- .---··- ---~--~ 

La historia <le los pueolos ~s 
r.le luces y sombras, de periodos 
gcnern lmente cortos en los que >e 
pre.sen1:m las gr.,ndť's realiz..1cio-

e.1 particular, para que las d~cisio 
nes ímportantl"s se toJnen. ya n~..~ 
en nuestro Pa1a.cio Na.cional, slno 
en Ia Casa Bbnca. 

El Partido de Ia Revolución De 
mocrátlca L,,ció como rcsp\lcst:. 
dcl vasto movi1nictato social quc 
se gcneró y rnanifestó en favor dcl 
c~unbio democr:itico en };t conticn­
da electornl de 1987-1988, contn 
el fraude electoral dcl 6 de julio )' 
todo lo qne éste implicaba. 

4'es y de épocas m:\s prolongadas 
~on las que 'e va declin.1ndo, y se 

lleg.a a dolorosas postracioncs, 
qlle son a su vez el inicio de las 
recuperaciones. 

Hoy vivimos los mexicanos tmo 
Je los momentos más negros de 
nucstra hi!'\toria, de violencii:l, des· 
p<'jos y misería, de hegemonfa d• 
las fuerzas dcsnacionaHz.ador",; y 
socinlml"ntl! regresiva$, p:u1e cle 1a 
crisis tenninal de! rég;men políti· 
co que se viene gestando desde 
varios Justros atras, que se ac•lcra 
a partir de los grandes rotPpir.,ien· 
toc, ios grandes ncuerdos p0liticos 
y Ia inten.sa movilización soci;~ I dt' 
1988, y que se hace ahora evidentc 
en Ia carencia absoluta de credibi­
Jidad que tienc el 1;obiemo frente 
• los sectores más amplícs de Ia 
sociedad, en las disputas p<-rsona-

~istas de Zedillo y :>alinas por e; 
ejercicio real de! poder y el repar­
to de! botín, pues no hay diferen­
cia en 1~ lí.~ea política de uno y 
otro, en el desastre por el que atra­
viesa !a economla y su fuerte de· 
pendencia de intereses ajenos a 
los deť pals, en Jas můltiples con­
frontaciones que se l'resentan en 
e I seno de Ia sociedad y en Ia ce­
síón cl" facu\tades que ha hec ho el 
gob;erno y el titular del Ejecutívo, 

En el l'RD confluimos quien•"' 
seguíarnos traycctorias politicas 
llivers.1.s, que nos h.1.bia.rnos rn· 
contr:ulo y sep:1mdo cn di·~ti11t;,s 
ocasiont"s rn kts últimas décad.1.s 
en Ia compleja y difícil !ucha por 
la sober.1nia y la detnocracia, que 
en difrrentes momentos pudimos 
optar por fonnas divers." d" ac· 
ción politica y que, r.n Ia situaciúr. 
poselectoral dcl '88, con pletla 
responsabilidad rcspecto a Ia alter­
nativa de !ucha politica quc esco­
giamos, decidimos empren<ler Ia 
tarea de construir Ia fue!Vl social 
y politica que pudiera tener Ia ca 
paeid.1d para imponerse y vencer, 
por las vías legales y pacíficns, al 
rěgimen de partido de Estado en el 
poder, y lograr ns! sentar las base; 
y desarrollar un sis terna p.>litic J 

democrático. 
No ha sído empresa fňcil. Desde 

un príncipio hemos enfrentado 
Ia hostilidad del autoritarismcc 
y Ia corrupción, del entreguismo y 

....,~ca: 'I 
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Ia dependencla, qne en todo 1'110-

mento han buscado anlquilamos, 
pero qu~: en todo momento, tam· 
bién. han dejado a Ia visia que el 
PRD y el arnplío movimlento de· 
mocnitico del que formamos par· 
te, junto con otras orpnlzaclones 
socíales y polflleu, y mlles y mi· 
les de o:iudtldaiiOII, eonmtuyen Ia 
ůnlca opdón real de cambio para 
Méltico. 

Nunca como abor.t ~ hoce ln.ís 
claro y truncll como allora han sl· 
do mayores cl reto y Ia responsa­
bilidad del PRD. 

Quede claro ul que sólo cl mo­
vimiento democrático puede sacar 
d pals de su postración nctual. Só­
lo el movimiento oonocrátic:o 
puede rescatar para lt n.acíón y 
para el pueblo el ejercieio pleno 
de su soberanía, hoy hlpoleeada 
por Emesto Zedillo al &OblmlO de 
los Estadot Unldos por 20 mll ml· 
llones de dólara. Sólo el movi­
rnlento democrático puede abrit 
las vlas pant un amplio y efectivo 
cambío d.emxrátlco en Ia vida dto: 
Ia nación. 

Al dar los primeros paSOli para 
fundor nu",;tro partido, en cl ~Lia­
mamícr.:o ol pueblo de Méxicc", 
que suc.eribimos cl 21 de oclubre 
de 1988, se expraaba: 

Méxlco tequiere que forme· 
lll05 una ~zación que 
se~~ Ia expresión polítlca del 
camblo social y cullural que 
estamos viviendo, el partldo 
de Ia democrada, dto: Ia 
constitucionalidnd, dto: Ia te· 
voludón nte.xicana, de Ia 
dignidad de! p<•eblo y &I 

progreso. Necesitarnoll un 
partido nuevo, que en .. Jian· 
za con todos loc partidos y 
organí~clones democr.íli­
cos que conquistaron Ia vic­
toria del 6 dto: julio, se.a 
expreslón ck Ia pluralidad y 
aJ miSino tiempo de Ia ln­
~ masa cludadMlll to­
davfa no organlzada. 

Se dijo también en aqud llamaJ:íi) 
do del 21 de o.:tubte: . 

ReorranizarelllOllla vida na· 
cion.al en Ia polltica, en 111 
ecnnomia, en Ia cuhura, en 
Ia sober•nia de Méxlco den· 
tro de Ia c:ornunidad interna· 
c:ional. Lo harernos abrlendo 
todas Lu poslbllidades p.11'1t 

que Ia soc:ledad pt~<'d.t "''lir 
de Ia pre<ellle o:risis y orga· 
ni1.ai'So!! a sl mlsma y ~ stlS 
im;tituciones er. librrt:~d, 

e~• toleran<:in y r:on justí· 
(' .... 

La orsalll.w\ :.:.,. de du· 
<bdanos que pro~ ... ··-·~-
... ,~. c !Ír necesita Ia capaci .. 
dad de acr:íón y decisioo 
propiu de un portido, y Ia , . 
flexibiJídad, inventiva y au. 
lonomia de sus difen:nte~: 

componentes propias de un 
rnovimiento. 

QuetwlOS que mleán OC"· 

ganl%llclón sea un Íl\$lnl· 
mento de Ia sociedad, y no 
tan s:llo de sus rnlembros o 
dirigentes. y p11ra ello tendrá 
que dar en sus l'liOinla:5 de· 
mocráticas, t:l'l su vida inter· 
na, en Ia tnllspllrencia de 

SllS recursos, en Ia autono­
. mfa de sus componente. re· 
gíonales, en Ia libertad de 
tendeneias y corri~ntes en 
su seno, en Ia unidud y el 
Te$IJdO a las decísiOI'I«!S co­
lectivu, y, &ebte todo, en Ia 
conductt persona! de eada 
une de Al& mlembr<l$, Ia 
imqen tangible de aquello 
que propone pan el pals '/ 
par.t Ia socied!ld. Los princ!· 
plos de m.JelittQ llamarnlenlo 
orisínario han sldo marco y 
gula de nuestns acciOI'Ie$. 
Se rnantienen finnes eomo 
idea!, teto y comp!'OI1liso. 

No ;vde- Jo que nO!!' propMimos 
entouces lo hemos podido l:on· 
vertir en realidades; los avanees 
mis ilnpor'.31lles se han a'caru:.ado 
.sl man•ener y teaťírmar I'IUeSir:a 
ir.dependenc~. y con d má~ es· 

· trie'!o apego a n\16tros princípíoo; 
los rr.ayores rropieU>!O "" hzn en­
conlntdo twt:ldo ~ ha eaido eu el 
e>portunlsmo, en las acli!ooes sec· 
tarias o en Ia claudicación. El c:a· 
mino, entonc~. por dificil que 

'"• est.á en des:mo!Jar nuestro 
_. 

1 
pn, •ido cotno origín.almente nos lo 

W propusimoc, porque sólo alc:an­
Uindo eso; objetivos puede ser 
útil 111 puelllo dto: Méxiro y cumpllr 
el c:ompromjs.o que tocioG sus 
miembrcs tenemoc cmtrafdo c:on 
el pals. 

E.n las ar.t11a les cin::unstanclas, 
un PRD fuerte, que re tonsdtu;a 
cad.o vez rnás en articuladot e ím· 
pulsor &I movimiento democr.áti· 
co, es Ia alterr.aliva únlca !Jar.l 
derrotar politíeamenfe al régimen 

de partrdo de &lado, al pralden· 
c:i.:llismo despótico, al ejerc:icio 
patrimonialis.ta de! podet, al entte· 
gulsmo y a Ia corrupclón que lo 
..:ompaňan. Constituímos. toenp.· 
moc conc:ienc:ia de ello, como vas· 
to movimiell.lo democrático, Ia 
úniea fuern qu«' empuja con ded. 
slón pan que ~ imJ:I(Inpl una p:n. 
con justkia y dignldad en Chla· 
pas, y en toda Ia nación, para tes· 
catar Ia eonducdón rolitlca del 
pafs y porw en práctlca - politica 
económi.:a que signlfique recupc· 
ntdón y crecimlento, competitivi· 
dad inlema e lntemacianal, protec· 
dón y genenclón del empleo, una 
equitatlva ~"buclón de Ia rique· 
u públiea y el fomento y protec· 
ción de Ia econotnla popular, y, 
por otro lado, para llevar • cabo 111 
profunda tefonna &mocnítica que 
clemandan el &lado y Ia vida de 
lasodedad. 

Un PRD fuerte lo tendremos 
porque manteng.a y acreeiente su 
autoridad moral. porque se organi­
ce intema•nente 'Je mod" o:ada ve:z: 
má$ dernocrálico, J'Ofque abra 
oportunidodes de acción y de rea­
lizacioues cada vez má$ amplias a 
todos y cada uno de sus miem· 
bros, porque esté cada vez: más oc· 
tivo y presenle en los distintos 
campos de Ia !ucha, de I c:reci • 
mientQ y otpnl~eión del Partido, 
Ia ampliadón dto: las allanza, Ia 
rontiend.a electontl, el &bale !e· 
gisativo y Ia propuesta de altem.a· 
tiva. 

Asf cumplhi el PRD s;u com· 
promiso y enfrerotará con c!xit" el 
desa(lo que ha aceptndo anle el 
polehlo y Ia nac:lón. Sólo asi, como 
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s.e seňaló en nueslro llamamíento 
constítutivo, . 

... recupetaremos los ideales 
históricos de :a revolución 
me.dcana, ia vigrneia pl.ena 
de Ia Constitudón y h• letti· 
timid.od de nuestro ,p:obi<en'IO 
y dl! OU<!Sit09 !IOOOtnallle:J. 
Reslatltllrl!lnO!I Ia república 
al fund.•r su.<• instituciones 
nuevas en una eultun políti• 
ca de llbertad, racionalidad 

Utt PRD fuerte 

y tolerancia. Sobre eslos d· 
mientos sólidos y profun-
doi, contra el tégimen c.aduro 
deJ ptivi!egio y Ia !nJusti· 
cia, dcl partido de Estado y 
el corporativismo, de I~ cle­
penJencia )' Ia cormpd?n, 
levanldtetnO!I una n.ac!ón de 
hombr<'s y mujefl"-S libres ~ 
lgual<'.'l tmte Ia Iey y ant~ Ia 
vida, una Jl31rla ůemoctáli.::a. 
y sollčaria, 1111 México pata 
IOA mexicanos t<:>dos. 

T "'' ks f::~udr.s ell!<:lorali.'S de 
los ultimot< siete aiios ~n contu 
ód FON y de! PRD, y L1 incap~ci· 
dad de é:;te para impedirlos, -.:rece 

AL'\ desr.onfiaru:a de millones de 
~ mexicnnos hada !0111 paniclos pol'· 

tir.o,: cOIT\Q iru:trutncntOíí. de cam­
bío <k!noctátieo. F.o;a desconfia:ua 
ha sido pennanenle, port!tle nunca 
en nu .. stro pais ha ímperado I" o.,. 
mocr;ocin dt•..:tora!. Naclie qne no 
hnya vivido Ia "l""dón d.. Fnm· 
ciJ.co I. M:odern puo.cle afinn.v c;ut: 
t>l'!'_><endó un ptoc:eso dt:mocratico 
en M<'xico, El surr~!"ÍO ele<'lÍVO 
fu~ ur!JI d~manJ.1 olvid~d3 cum<> 
consir,nn rMinlt'n1e tlloviliudol'l\ 
ha!'la Ia:> ~~~cdoneos dt: 19&8. 1Jl 
ca11opai\~ de Cumrhtémoc Cótde· 
nas ru"" a la ord<'Jl del dia e:;e an 
helo popular que tlabúo d01mído 
po~ ,.Ji<-"; tn l3s C(lfl('iendas de Iru 
me-xk~n'"'· Los t"sftKr.~ r-•.:k 
tk~fl..~~ :t Ia,; jf1Ml.,,i~s el~ctorq)c~ df• 
!9$8 no ak~n~ron su ohjctivo fl. 

A~ n.ol d<• h:l<'N vater t.l sufragio y rl 
W j,..,,iiťHto eund•· nhom pot b re· 

pt,hti.::.1. rc~(·f~ ')flh 1\lS qllt." pu~nsan 
q'-~<-'" s...~ pn~r~~ h. .... ccr rť~i~Llf" t.'·l su 
fro::w. Y ~x· ·v~ do"la" :~ ?.~ qm· 
ne' h•y un am•glo <'tl!rc d PRI yd 
PAN p:or.1 comp:Htir cl pocler ťn d 
p.;ls. l.u t•lrcciones en Jalisco son 
una mue->1111 nw del trato distinto 
que !'ll da a los procesos cuando el 
oposítor fuenc- es el PAN y no t1 
PRD. Al PAN se le l't':i:ono<:en sus 
triunfo.<, ~1 PRO mmea. Ésa es Ia 

ll 

vtston popubr quc ~ tiene <1<•1 
~sunto. Dt:l otro lndo de h !ll•'-"' 
e>tán los t<'SUh3dos et1 Mícho:o · 
clln, Tabas..:o, Chiap3s y Vera<:nu;. 

Cast tocla~ los eimladanos quc 
votan Jo hacen parl! tener r;obie;-
1'105 de su símpatla, p:tl'll quC'. el 
par1ido de su pref~.rendn 1~ne 
Altás t".sl<in los tíe-mpos en los cua­
les se votaba snío pnra alcon1.1t 
JlO!>ÍCÍ<>ncs rn d Con~n~so, alr,n 
n:1s tť'gitlnrí:" 'I pat~t consolhlttr ln 
pr~so•~<·ia d~l JXIr1ido .Je nn••sff' 
ideología. El voto se dn ahon•. 
muc!us voccs, sólo p.~rn ~poyar ·' 
quicn 11~ne oportunld:Hl dl.' vencer 
•I condid~to del p.,nirlo oOdal, 
aunqu~ ho S4.·~• ~1 cnndidatn dť' 
nueslr. ptci'C'tt'IICÍa. Un pan i do 
qu<' n<l constmy,, Ull> it1t.1gcn pH> 
positiva, de ~I'Vicio a 1~ comu11i· 
cbd v sólo dc-dka sus t><ft•t>tZ<>S n 
1 •~~iÍ'r,'lat inconfonnlclnd con J,,, 
~J('\00 de: gt~hit."tlH'lJ M~ VL" <.'Otll\} Hn 

cpositor :o ultnmt.,, ~.r":i.1s ft los 
m~dios d~ difu~íón. Y <'S evid{ nlr 

qu" d PRD t•s "" p.'lt-tido al qu.- ,•1 
pobh .. mo y los nwdlo~ h~-.n trat:ui'"· 
de tr>d.Js la:; 1nan~ru::J, dť' hac~r~n 
aparcctr t.·omo un p .. 1r1ido sin P1() 

pu~.st \S, ~i ll pn>~r;nnn, dedk:H~n 
sólo a toqwdt•ar todas I>L~ inicbll 
vas ~ul .. ~nt.1111<'111~1,•s, :o díf~t<'lt<'L1 
clel PAN, p~r1ído de oposiclún <1'"' 
Msi sabe coJlobemar", 

La for::t!Ha dcl PRD 6!:Í, por 
ahora, en su íooiscuti<L, posi<'i<'•u 
<k partido oposhor ~ Ia politici 
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económica del gobiemo, que ha 
sumido cl pat. en el ca011 que ví ve 
ahora. Lt e.ntrega de Ia economfa 
• las polenc!u dél Not1c, en espe· 
cial a los Eil:tados Urúdos, se ha 
hecho m:is evídente que nunca 
con cl paquete ftnandero en•puja· 
do por ~I presidente Bill Clinton y 
por el c:ompromiso contraldo por 
el gobíemo de Zedillo ante el 
Fondo Monet11rio lntemacional y 
anle el gobiemo estadou:nlclensc 
dé poner los lnpsos de las ventu 
de petrolco l'tleX!car.o al exterlor 
en un banco de Ia ReserYa Fedíml 
dé los &tados Un!dol, en Nue\'1\ 
Yorlc, a dlsposición dél gobiemo 
de Clinton. Pero el PRD no ha 
propuwo si no reehazar el c:rédito, 
y Ia tadio y la televisión, Ml.,orno 
los empt<'->arios er,futeddos con el 
gobíemo, no encuentr.m en c! 
PRD La propue<ta que cL6 luz a 1111.1 

s:tlída !'lldonal a Ia crlsis económi­
ca de México. Hay, desde luego, 
propuestas de mlembrotr. del PRD, 
pero no vertidas e11 una 1110la. En el 
PRD ~ de una dltee:ción 
eoleglada. 

Tenemos compalieros de gran 
eap.cidad intelec:tual y politlca 
para ofreeu opo..iooes de solucl<'>n, 
pero no l.a de elaborar una pro­
pue:sl.a colectiva, dernoct:ítica, por· 
que no tenemos una dirección 
colegiada sino dl: nombre. Díje en 
el pleno de un Consejo Nadonal 
algo que .a c.asi lodos ~ló una 
herejla, por fll.leStfa carencla de 
tradldón democtática: que tenta­
IIIOI doll díncdones 1 que Meesilá­
bamcs una soJa. Los lncondldonale.s 
por afec1o, por lr~e11paddad, por 
tlecesidlld, por ttadición, se ras-

Elntuario PRD 

pron vestiduras y se mesaroo los 
eabello. ante sunejante declant­
ción. Recordaron que habta Udems 
morale. y lfderes institucionales, 
como una reali&d polltlca que yo 
no podla bornr. HIISta se tne pldió 
que, .J c:onsidc:r..ba <Jl'"' alguno J:a-
bfa ino:utrldo, por ejer<:er ~dón 
no ln.slitudonal, en vlolaciones a 
los estallllos, lo acusa111 ante Ia 
Comislón de Garantlas y Vigilan-· 
cla (VJe llama asf esa cosa ?). No 
era el use; prelendl aclarar, cnte 
el abucheo de otnu1 natunolezas 
(lbendito llle.ll Dios que .Jlaya mu· 
el>os y de diversos tlpos!), que se 
)lUJieran de a.::uen:lo, lograran el 
c~nso en táctlcas y estrategias, 
y ofrecieran opeiones ex>ncretas al 
pucblo dl: Mé:dco 

Ésa es, en mi opinión. !3 ůnica 
mnneta de construit un PRD fuer­
~. En cada muiůcip1o, en cada t'S• 

tldo, en el Congreso Nac:ion:.l, se 
puede llegar a construir propues­
tas valodetas pera sacudir Ia c:on· 
eiencla de este pueblo y pan 
Ofl•n.lz.n Ia !ucha por A1 Ubera­
clón ~i de cada rincón del pús nos 
llegan los punt01 de v1sta de los 
di~ sectores soclale. que pat· 
tlclpan en este esfuerzo eolertlvo 
que Je ha dado vida a lo que ahora G) 
es el PRD, a esta lnaS3 inf01me de 
vupos, corrientes, personalidades 
dirigentcs, que; se swnaron • U: 
catn~• de Cárdenas en 1987 v 

que, soponandu todos los desati-
~ de Ia$ direcclones que ha h.a· 
btdo durame seis aňOI, slgutn 
fieles a! planreamiento originnl. 
E.l necesaria una refundación dd 
PRD. en ténninos de!r.octi!i(;(J';, 
sin exclusit~ne~J, sin atavismos, sin 

Ht:be:to C.utillo 

tabúes, sin dlrigentes intocables, 
tlonde todos seamos pares, com· 
paňeros con 0\ÍSinO$ derech01>, 
dotule se discutan las condídones 
en ÍM eu.a)es puedan OVIJpatSC )05 
mexic:mos que pcnsafl'IO'I que los 
postubdns b.-isicO<> de Ia n!Volu­
dOu mexicana son vigenlM., y 
ocor&m.". e ímpulsemos proyec· 
tos de refo11111>s eonstitudor"les 

•
para garantiur u.na teneneia de 1.1 

' tíerra que utisfaglt laa 114.'CI!:Sid.a­
des de l.o mayoria dé Ia pobladón, 
'! se cancekn privíkgíos y discrl­
minadones, dondc se precisen los 
alc:a!X'es que deben. tetJCt Ia• pri· 
vatizaelones de las etnpres;u de lo 
nadón y se eseiJ~rezcal' las ventM 
que enriqween a unos cnantos 
bribones, donde se <"st:tblezcan 
.::ritcrios cbros parn díscutir con d 
gobiemo las t:ondiciones pata ~ 
degpareze. el partido de Estado y 
se llegur. a un.., refonna politiot 
<k:finltiva que haga realidad Ia de· 
manda deJ pueblo desde los tiem· 
pos de don Francisco 1. Madero: 
~sufragío efectivo ". 

Hasla nhora, el PRD h.1 sido un 
partldt> de c:audillos, de dirigentes: 
es nec:esario ha cer de élun part ido 

.··• de irutitur.ío,_, Los primeros do!.­
\. 1 sarar""""' de manem notural, por-

lJ 

que se muere;~ y. a veces, porque 
se cai!S>In. f' •peranlOS que todos 
los di:i~entes que ha lenido d 
PRD, mudlOS de ellos exlrao1di· 
narios. sun de los que Bertolt 
Brecht califican~ de imprescindi • 
bl<".<. cie los que dur:tn luch~mlo 
lll<Sta el ůltimo dia de su vida. Pe­
ro dl: no ser asi. utilicemos el im­
rulso ~ leng:m Aquetlos quf' 
llegan s;in pensar en que se irán 
proolu y aprovechcmos sus mo­
mentos de mayor luddez. de 11>.1· 

yor entrep, p«quc el <'diliclo de 
Ia detnocracia se corutn1ye todos 
los dlas, todas lu horas, lodos los 
ln.stantes, y quienes aportan su es· 
fuer:zo, ounque s~:. sólo en un laJ>­
so, quc-.d:u·.i plns.tnodo en nuesrra 
e$1ructut'll, !a qu.- dcbe ser pen=· 
neme, Íns!ílucioonl. Un PRD fu.:ne 
es neces:uio. vítal, para <k:fender 1:> 
.sobetaní• y Ia independencia n..,. 
donak-s de México, t.on gravemt"JIIe 
comprometidas por los últi~ 
gobiemos. Sin eJ Partido, esa defen· 
sa sení itnposible. Tenemos que 
c:onsolidarlo ya. En.laundo ideas, 
uníendo piedra c:on pledra. Noso· · 
tros podremos desaparecer. Desa­
pa11!!Cerernos. Pero esu pledrns, 
esas ideu, esos logros, quedanln 
fo«jando Ia mructura pa11idaria. 
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L"- CORRIE~TE DC LA l\UEVA IZQUIERDA, UNA 
PROPUESTA 

Opiníones para el Debate 

Quit n suscribc Ia presente, militante activo dd Partido de Ia 
Rcv>lución Democrática, he clecidido conjuntar csfuerzos l!n Ia 
con: trucción de Ia Nueva Izquierda al interier deJ partido, en el 
o))jl!:ivo de promover una discusión abierta, madu~a y 
proJ:ositiva, en torno a! proyecto de Nación para el 11uevo 
milenio, sobre el país que queremos. en este mundo 
glob1::zado; sobre el PRD y su necesidad de ubicarse 
reah 1enL.:: dentro de un refc~ente de izquierda. 

Junto con otros perredistas con los cuales tengo coincidencias, 
parti-::ipamos en el esfucrlo de debate realizado d aňo P~'sado 
::::: !..'" Tri~,idad, Tlaxeala. Desde ese moment~ !,..:· debatido el 
producto de dicha reunión co!1 un grupo de compa.!leros los 
cuales nos rcunimos con rcgcilaridad, iniciando una discusión 
colec:tiva y democrática, en torno a !o que debiera s~r Ia 

' corriente de Ia Nueva lzquierda dentro cel Partido de .Ja 
· Revolución Democrática. 

Aunque es conveniente senalar que por Ia ubisación territorial 
de prácticamente todos ellos, necesariamentc aterrizarnos el 
análisis y propuesta en !o que es y pretende ser el PRD en el 
Distritc Federal, lugar donde incide de manera obvia, ·la 
discusión sobre Ia gestión de! primer gobierno democrático, el 
pape1 jugado por i a estruc tura partidaria y Ia influencin cn el 
proyecto nacional que defiende ei partido. 



Van los siguientes comentarios, como producto de ese debate. 
Sigo el esq.uema del documento de Tlaxcalá (y utilizo el 
mismo título), como cómodo mecanismo de abordar el terna, 
cspl!rando quc ln discusión dada bace más de seis meses, 

: considere los elementos deJ momento actual, sobre todo que 
,; ... :. ahora está cerca Ia coyuntura fundamental nacional del 2 de 

·. julio y, en ese marco se vuelve a' reunir Ia Nueva Izquierda. 

REVISANDO NUESTRO ORIGEN 

El PRO condensa hastn ahora la !ucha de las fuerzas 
. . democrátiéas y de izquierda en este pais, Jas mismas que, desde 

posiciones d~ margínalidad pudieron emerger durante décadas, 
para incidir en Ia historía contemporánea de México. El 
Llamamien!o deJ 21 de ocrubre de 1988 reivindíca Jo anterior y 
reconocc que este es ur.::- -.:<! los pilares originarios de nuestro 
partido. Somos Ia hcrencia de lud:as reivindicativas en casi 
todus las expresioncs de Ia sociedad civil caracterizadas por su 
visíón democráti~a; asi como de Ia fusión en un proyecto 
nucvo de: dos troncos ideológicos: el nacionalismo 
revolucic:1ario y cl movimiento socialista y marxista 
mcxicano. 

.(;~~(~Efec~ivo catali~dor en Ia concreción orgánica y del proye~to 
~"~l~ž;polftJco perred1sta, fue el gran mcvimiento cívico electoral de 
':z~{:;~:~l988. EI ~lamamiento de octubre sólo convocó a darle cuerpo 

· · perspect1va, Ia misma que nos ha permitido por espacio de 
aňos posesionarnos en Ja sociedad mexicana, ganar su 

I 
\ 

nnfianza, convertirnos en gohierno y to.: ar los c::.: ·:." 

pod.!r nacional. . . • .
1 
... \ 

Sin embargo nuestro andar ha sJd0 stmto.so. lkr.u '" ... . 
l)·'l'"S .,ero tambíén de ;watarcs) lrJc:l.~·:l~. ::: :,, .. 
.(-"' • r 1· 

~n~piezan a for jar tma fison?~11ia al pcrr<.:ubrn~: ~': :, .... :L 

~rolucionado en Ia elabotacJOn poltttca, p<!ro ,JlL' '·". 

s~ z.frma en el documento de Tlaxcala-. "cun•'·.~'':': 
muyoría de/ tiempv en e/ cm~í/isis ;/i! cu_l unn.ro .: '•: · 
de 1111estros Estat!llos ". 

l~ll \:OJnO to manifcsh.uHos ~.:n L~J Tri111d.t ... l. ],,,",. ~. iJ:\ · • · •• 

n;u.:iol' tles que ho tcnido d pl!tTcdism", ha!l : ., ., "i ' 

consltt.ir nuestra historia politica. 1:1 pnnh'l• :J~ 

Jocul.lcntos básicos; el segtmdo dircc..:iůn \!;,:..:.: ·" 

t~rccro institucionaliCad e inicio dcl debatl..' sut:·: ,. .: 
,. linea política a seguir; cl cuarto nos ,:.:t"u"" :. : .... :; 
~·::;:,, >artido de izquicrdn y, finalmcnt~ <.'! q~::::·.~ ' ·:' .; 
•;ríetitu en el arroz, pues las cxpecta:J\·as c:stu1 1<::•. :; :L •: i 

1

ucbaio ce los resultados obtenidos, au:\') \I<.' de 01 h.•>" ~·r;·,; :' 

13 C~alición con la que este aiio panicip:.Jll1uS .:11 I,:, c;;,:c· ·: 

fcderales a traves de la Alianza por ?v!bjco. 

Hcmos ído construyendo una fuerza que de los 'i~j..:s !'~~:·;.,: 

de cudros ha evolucionado a u na organiz:~ción Je: n;::.<;t:~. '· ', 

bcmo~ convertido en un destacamento "il11pott,;!ii.! .\ ':i. 

referc. 1te más claro de oposición a/ sist,·llz~t ~:: .: ·:·,t 
cmt!democrático y a/ mode/o económico neolihcrof . l:1:n ::~ 
consti: uido Ia columna vertebral que hn su5tl!l~taJo :wc·;;' :\) 
acceso aJ gobiemo. Lo quc antes, en nuestros inicios i.LJc· t: :a 
<~>[Jira.-:i6n, después se convirtió en posibilid:JJ: r":d:J:r,:. 

o 
M 



Aun.1 ,:~ ·:s conveni..::me se;inlar que, pasada la fiebre d:r~~fo 
.:lcctor::l : ..:! L:mttizo ..:n ln gestión gubernameútal,~.era 
nccL· .:::!·.' r<.:;:: ;'::r un<C ,va!uación objetiva, autocriticá y 
proL:1·.::~ sob!~ -:! pap.:i d..:l pnrtido como gobierno. Ell~:no ha 
ocu::i,l,,, !u cv.:i -<:: nos puede revertir negativamente,;~_iťeste 
scnd" :"u.: t:'1 ;;ra\'e ..:rror haber dejado pasar eLqUinto 
con :·~·;o :::~"--í\.~;~~d sin instrun1entar este debate. :~~~ 

:, ·~ .. 
Co1: :, :n:J:c:: ::!1::.::;, 12 coyuntura electoral de este aňÓ,::~uede 
traL·: c:•.ll):il::u cl:l escenttrio adverso (aún Ia. e'Yolución 

: ascv:J .. knk de "" idtimos dius y ci :nminente triunfo·::en cl 
Dist:ito h.:dc:r;d en pnicticamente todas las pistas), to~vJa.más 
quc :: : 1991 o 94, por lo que los miembros .dei}}>]ihido 
deb~mos estar preparados para Ia realidad que pueda J#CI~tiarse 
con los resultados deJ 2 de jnlio próximo, sobre todo, reiťero, si 
es ::.!\-crS:t. -;:: ::. 

1 .. \ CO.'\FLUE:--;CIA DE LAS IZQUIERDAS 

Co ··'-' cLI!T<:ci::m<.:ntc se ilťir<11a cn el docl.!mento de Tlax~.ala, 
e. •.•·,:n ;::.i\ imi.·nru d~! 88 y Ia pos/críor movílización con:m 

<:/ ):::,:!.: .!eC•.JI"<Ii, pr.:nnilleron rec11perar pata Ia mayorla de 
/o; t/)!ur.:ión /c~ "~peron::.a de/ cctmbío y ello, sin duda, fue tl'l 

pcu .... ;:.:!\" h: . .:ór:co en Ia éro ca conremporánea de México ". 

Er: í mi.>:no ::I I'o.rtido c~ Ia Revc.~ucié:: !:' ·rnocrática no nacc 
co:::,, cont1u.:nciJ de las izquierdas, aunque ~ :-- él h;~v~:. 

co:;· . ..:rgido dcstacamentos muy Hu;-~. tantes del movimiento 
soc:<:!ist~ m~xic<.1:10. :\o es casual que prácticamente durante el 

~~: .. ~ner lustr:o de vida!~~ J>R[) cstu\·i..::--c -.!,:;J(:, :l 
r..k inición ideológic:J y que, a !o br~~· ,:~ .. 
co.1gresos haya prevalecidr...' el .:qui!ibrio :::<::-: ..::·.::· 
co 1densación de un debatc id.:oló!!icc \ ic0':::~-· · !::,1: 

l::ltó aquel que, surgido d<: Ia izquic~·da s~ .je,,!:' 
: se 5UmÓ o un capricboso neocarJcnismu 

Ar..emás, sectores de Ia llamnJa izc:uit.:rr.!J <i .. · 

co no el Partido Popular Sociaiista. v t.:1 !'::::: "'' ,: 
Ct rdenista de Reconstrucción :\<:cio;1::l, qt:,· . , 
ra <icipado en el Frente Democrittico :\a;;ion,,;. , , .. , 
es.uerzo d~ formación deJ PRO, no sólo p0r ···". 
(cnmo se afirma en el documento de Tlaxcala) ::.i:.c~ l'" 
ví~ ión sobre Ia trascendencia ent:e !o o u..: c.:r<' i'' 
in. i)Ortante: sí un prO) ecto de real disput~; é!~ i l'·> ~ :: 
pe ·m~nencia como grupo, au~tque fuera d~ :n:::.-::·.: : . 

Y:. ·::;,tOS c;.~al ha sido su visión y dccisión, ei:;· 1 ;_, :~.: 

en el archivo muerto de Ia historia y curios<uJ~,T.t.: 
•r.:::istro ninguno de los cos oartido,;, :r::;,,:, ,:o.: ,_ .. : 
ap >yando servilmen:e al ca~didato deJ i'!·: I. . ;, 
LaJastid<. Ochoa. En cuanto a! PPS sil:1:lemcnt-: i;,, :,· 

a~ J pasado, cuando era tradiciól' 3U apo:·o a h, ···· :; '. 
p:t ti do oficial. . -' ' ' . _. .. "·, 

Si nilar situación ocurrió con otras expr.:si')ilc:, .:~ :.: · · 
qu! ubicadas en posiciones :mis r<!dic<.Jles ne) ;tk;·:~'; 

va orar el nuevo )\'1éxico que tenían frente a ellc:.·. 

El iocumento recurre a una generalidad inadmi:;.L,L·. cu. : .. ' 
rel i~..,e a Ia ruptur.a de la Corriente Democrátic; cell; ::i :•. , . 



i< .... ,.Juc:\.1:: :tiJ ln;tJllicÍL'•I:;t!, cn lamo , 11 0 no se d;~: 

.::::m..:nt::~:;;·;nl·~ por "i(l já/ta de dem&~'"'""~' la 
: :n,/;,·,:, :. ·n d,·! f11'u.<.:' <IIIW .\udal qw: consagra la 
· -:in . .-:·'"' ·, 'u íud1u lWr Ia .wi>erania nacional". Estos 
. . '": 1:::::, _,,,.,. l::s ~.:w:;ns fucron las manifestaciones 

· . .-: ;_:~nk:. dt: .. :~" pruy..:;;tos ck Nación distintos, incubados a 
!Í :~:: dl! I\); sctcnta ,. acderados con el cambio radical 

:'kmc:n,,:Jo d<:sJ<: cl 'se:\cnío de Miguel de Ia Madrid. En Jo 
. si~:nprc> he estado convencido que La Disputa de !a 

.:;·:,í!l ck Culos Telio y Rolanda Corde:a y La riqueza de Ia 
r :,,.":o, c:..: Enrique González Pedrero, do.s libros publicados 
~::. 19!; I ' !•;79, respectiYa:nente, anticíparon desde su punto 

!' .. : :u~ ~c·:.::0res democráticos, defensores de los postulados de 
ccj~dos mnis por los neoliberales, esta fue la 

. ::. quc' los ubi:-;- en una posicíón democratizadora 
.Ji'.ci,d : qu~. con esa vocaéión confluirían con 

m..:,icana panl partícipar primeramente 
· ,·1.:-::clrol tJuc· l'<!pn:scntó cl Frente Democrático 
;·uc;,, ..:n :.1 c:un::reción orgánica dcl Partido de lw 

:::n\J se: p•>tíí<< hablar de un sector democrático del 
: ·: .. n•t,l con su panido, pero era muy aventuradu 

,:.: c·st.: corrcspondía a Ia izquierda de! partido oficial. I 
.. :::~·::,: ~:io ocurrió en los primeros afios del PRD, cuando 

1:· .. 1usu se h:!bló de un com pleto desdi;,uje en Ia fisonomia \ 
" c;;l r:aciente partído. 

Estamos en ei memento t.:n quc las corrícntes · de opinión 
pueden coadyuvar al enriquct:imiento cualitiltivo d~>l Partid~ de 
1a Revolución Democratica y acabar con lastres que mucnos 
todavía promueven y defienden. Este es un punto que debe 
uebatir Ia Nueva lzquier~a y determinar cual es su .ubicación 
reu •. 

EL PRD, PARTlDO CARISMÁTICO 

Coíncidimos con Ia necesidad de organizar un "análtsis sereno 
y claro" de! fenómeno que representa el liderazgo que en el 
PRD tiene el inger.íero Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas y que, tar.to al 
interior como a! exterior del partido ha dado pie a criticas, 
mucha<; de ellas ligerarr:ente sustentadas y otras que se unen a 
Jas camp11ňas de desprestígio, que desde Ia fundación de! 
partido ::~ han implementado sobre todo por el gr~:pv cn el 
poder. 

Nadie puede cuestionar que desde 1988 Cárdenas constituyó el 
~i!nbolo de! cambio y 1;:~ !ucha deJnocriltica en el país, y quc, 
posteriormente repre.s..:nt6 a qui~nes transfom1a;on Ia 
1nsurgencia electora! cn p.1rtitlo polítíco. Adcmás de que (como 
se afi:ma en cl docum.:nto de Tiaxcala) "Ia /ucha conrra .Jl 
Sa/inaro Ia pudimos sm::crr mlr:lcmte emre orras razones, 
justamente, por Ia soiidez moral y política, y Ia posición 
COIISI!Cuente de Ccirdenas. " 

El problema de los lid~ra2go:; wnsiste en Ja transposición de 
csc virtual umbral que lo separa de Ia perversión de su car:íctcr, 

~·. . . -·~' ~..."..,.......·"""'""- I fr . INSTr:lff('~l:E I'::H~JI)!O~ DE I.A i I~ J.:EVOLUCION DEMOCRATICA 
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para adquirir modalidadc:s negmivas. Por las condicíones de 
paternalismo. que imperó ťll el sistema político mexicano ha 
dcsvirtuado m1es:ra Cldtura politica. El otro elemento es ]a 
tcmporalidad de ios liderazgos, que cuando persísten·de.spués 
de: haber finiquitado su rnzón natt\rai de ser, también se desvían 
h;~sw dcformnr Sll situ;1ción originaria para dar paso a 
l".\cicazgos políticos, conw si ocurre sobre todo en el PRD dt! 
algunas entídades. 

llay que tener presente que los Jiderazgos para 'que funcionen 
cnmo rales, tarnbién requieren contrapesos. En el PRD sin duda 
csc papeJ Jo jugó h<~sta sll salida deJ partido Porfirío Munoz 
Lcdo, quien ubicó su clímax en eJ debate ganado sobrc 
Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas e;1 el Tercer Congreso Nacíonal. Sin 
proponérselo, el hoy fiiofoxista ayudó a Ia consolidación del 
licierazgo de nuestro candidato pre.~idencial. 

Estos son aspectos que se debeil valorar a! interior del PRD, así 
c:omo el desarro!Jo norma! de liderazgos nuevos, que van 
surgiendo en congruencia con las condíciones del ínomento, 
de! partido y de Ia evolución de sus dirigentes. En estc 
contexto es quc se debe ver y entender la ubicación dcl 
compaňeró Cuauhtémoc Cárdenas y su candidatura por tercera 
ocasión a Ia Presidencia de Ia Rcpúb!ica, pero tarnbién su 
ubicación posterior aJ 2 de julío, sobre todo en un escenario 
pcrdedor a ni vel nacionaL 

Ello ocurrirá en un proceso menos sinuoso ni pervertido, en 
tanto se régistre en un partido donde prive Ia institucionalidad, 
con una p~lítica definida y concretada más allá . de lo que 

. .f• ' 

' . 
<! ••• ; •••• 

. CORRIENTES J GH.LI'OS DE PRESIÓl\"?. (, . 

1 • c 1ación de corricntes al interior del Partido ck Li ~· orn 1 "' t- . . . d T Revolución Democrática ha ido a la par de a coe 1111Cl011 c ': 
identidad ideológica y política. La ambiglleJad con qc~e opno 
el partido en sus inicio:> s.: convinió en ei caldo de cultiVO p<.rJ 

· omo erupo~ ·k que, algunos de sus afluentes operara~ mas c, . ~ . ., ·
1 )t ;:;ión que como corricn:..:s d.: op1:110n. t\ :::lo S\: sumu .. .t 

I · · ,: !)J)D d..: ''IS in :rcia y el traslado Clccun:co ya ť!l c, " ·· · 
' ' . . . · 'i"I"\'1' 1Ll d.: ÍI11Jl0lllT :ll'· orga111zacwnes orJgtn•:: '""· ' • , •. " . . 

l:l;nccpciones e Ím;lu~u c~•do:, de I:;ILl.IJG L'l! Ia .:unstrucciÓ11 ck: 

nuevo partido. 

Para el documento de TlQxcala "Ia manera heterodo.w con io 
c,ue se inlegró nuestra urgcmí:wción partidaria, dejó espw;.o\ 
ÍJc ra C':::: ia jormación de las corrienres !uvieran ::~·:~ pectdc· 
,,, 'gin~!." Es cierto esto, aunqu.: b hiswria de las corncnt.:s ..:n 
el PRD no implica, rcitCi\11110~, h:Jbcr nac1do curno tal:.:~ •• sl:l<J 
como grupos de presión. 

:·J esta manera, ante ln~L:!ICit::l•..:o o inc:xistc::Hcs propti<.:~~·.b 
pc<iticas de los grupos . .::n la p:·:meiQ eli:p:t de! p;u'll.!,~ 
pr~valeció el pragc1attsmo, Ia Jíscusión de.: coyuntiJr;J,. <.:: 

ut litarismo, el sectarismo y Ia búsqueda de cuotas dc ~oder. 
cc :no forma más fácil par a dirimir problemas y cubnr lo~ 
.::s )acios dirigentes y de repr~scntación popular. Podemo~ 
,.f,rmar que en Ia actualidad sigu~ prevaleckndo esa form;; 
m ;:gular de adoptar <1lgun<1s decisioncs. No es casual qué nad:l' 



haya considerado en 1 .. · · · · 
ln creación y func'o a pi •lCtl:a el marco estatutario qué regula 

I m:umento 11\temo de las corrientes .... 

' :: !:1 ~r~ťismo como susíituto de ,los corrientes de opiniÓn:·s~g·. 
} S~; .. mantel1ldo en el PRO de manera s' 'J • . w 
Ia ~orrupción en el sistema politi co mexic~~~ Sar a cohfO:O. dopedra 
arnba en este c d d · · e pro ~a es e 

. ' aso es e sectores de Ia cůspide partii:l.i5t 
mtentras Ia base deJ partido no Ia ha .. -,; a y, 
eficazrnente seguirá m 'ti ' re: ce rotunda Y 
acepcando el privilegia de~nt estándose, mtentras ~ ;, . siga 
"Ia dl(.u#ón dt las ldtaJ·, r~:a~~c~r:ó:amballnas, /Ult~ de 

. debata , persistirán aquell • ablerta )' el hbre 

. más para el beneficio de Jo os que negocien a nombre 'de los 
lamentab;emente no ha 'd s ~l1enos, el~os. La Nueva Izquierdu 
quienes fueron los co Sl ~ .a excepctón,.sólo habría que ver 
1 mpaueros que fuero · b'cad · 
ugares príneipales de las lhils . n u l os:~n los 

. Consejo Nacional como po ~~ - Y can~tdaturas tanto ·por el 
dó fu r ••• .... onvenctón para c cl · que ndaínentalmente Ia . 'd ' on I,IU' que 

aunque muchos de ellos hcbu~p! e de e"la u .. ..:::"nte cemente, 
d d u 1esen tenido ya · · es eňables en el Co mi té . . espat;."...; u~d.a 
funcionarios de! gobierno capita~ne~.UtJvu Nacional o como 

. Afortunadamente en el PRD 
debate, ya con un cartído instí~~c:mpezó a abrir un proceso de 
estructura y con c~fuerzos co! :onalJzado,. con una i.ncipiente 
de interés para sus m 'l't ectJvo~ por dtscutir los aspectos 
d 1 1 antes. EmpH:za a dars real · 
erecho de horizontalidad qu d b . c valía aJ 

piramidal, que por el ca .e t e e retroallll'lentar Ia estructura 
. rac er de los g d . 

pervterre Ia organización inte• h rupos e prestón 
verticalidad. .na asta hacer prevaJecer la 

f 

I 
i 

' ..,....... 
·,·~ 

Si debe ser "una <:orthtnle de 1 

conceptos. de posiciones po/ltlcas, que 
desgastanle )' qwi no se plerda en el 
encarnizada !ucha por las posiciones" ' 
planlt:ci en el docwnenlu d: Tlctxcala), o 
ubique en Ia definición de izquierda con 
donde se resalte su carácter libertario, deJ:nocd:tiéiói~Citi 
equidad, justicia social y hoy que somos gobiemo, ponieudo · 
por delante Ia honradez y honestidad. ·;;i(f:\5 .. \.·l · ·: · 

. ·. ~ .. 

Subrayadamente se tiene que tener claro cu,ándo estamos' en el 
marco de las manifestaciones y formas, y cuándo·nos u?ica:uos 
en lo centra!, en el conten.ido y esencia de-:la: definici~n de 
izquierda. De lo contrario, se puede dar paS'~.',a1pérder el 
camino y asentarse en lo secundario. De aq~·l!-:~a·.ubiCf!Ción de 
los grupos SUStÍtUIÍVOS de las Cl'ltrÍentes de'Jpinión DO hay 
mucha diferencie. · l:l.~lit:J.'!!l ;. 

Este fue e! gran error de! Quinto Congreso Nacional del PRD. 
El máximo evento partidario fue concebido · en los hccbos, 
como un acto fom1alízador de un acuerdo intexpartidísta ya 
cocinado con an:~rioridad. Ni siquiera Ia prevista díscusión C.~ 
ta reforma estatutaría pudo reali:zarse, por ta descoĎsideraci6n 
de Ia direccí6n nacional de! Partido de !ln transitorio del 
Código Federai de Instítucíones y Procedimientos Electorale<:, 
donde se ccndiciona a los jJ3rtidos políticos a hacer reformas a 
su~; estatutos y i1acerlas v;gentes antes de Ia conclusión de! 
J.':oceso e1ectoraL 



pw:dan pensar y defendcr los dirigentes p<lrtídarios, así como 
tll1 rcal posicionamiento en Ia vida nacional. Tampoco hay que 
dcscuidar el hecho que hemos cntrado ya a Ia etapa de 
rcnovación de .los liderazgos en cl Partido de Ia Revolución 
Democrática y que, .Ia actual Jef.J de Gcbiemo t:apitalino y Ia 
candidatura de .Andrés !\·lanucl Lópa Obrador van en ese 
s.:tllido. Sin dudi'l.estamos pns<:i1dc J los tí.:.mpos cie Ja segunda 
gencración perredista. 

UNA YEPJ};;:t;ERA CORRIEi'<TE: NUEVA IZQUIERDA 

No basta con ~ecir que · hemos definido com o de ízquíerda" 
al PRD, como .. ocurrió cn s u Cuarto Congreso Nacional. 
Tampoco es .suficiente afinnar que un p~rtido de izquierda 
"dt:biera implícar per se un partido permanentemente crítico 
de !a realirfad que vivin;os y en COiis!c:n:e disposición a! 
ané!isis ;• :. Ia reflcxión ... Al !in y a: c..;';o . dej ar!::: u.;i, es 
hacerlo en Jo decl'lrativo y conce;:m:ario ~:~ ;" forma y no en ei 
COI1!Cnido, ademas de que cJlo 110 110S J:;erencia COfl SCC(Ores 
pensantes de Ia derecha. 

.. ·.' 
Accptar que la:aefinición de partido ::!c izé:uierda no. es por 
decre:o, ~mp li ca ,tener claro quc constituye un procese que se 
va SJ~Uiendo,.•y : construyendo en el contexto polítiCo 
deten.nm.ado · Y . en el tiempo, a partir de conceptos básícos 
?~fimtonos _de:.es.ta corriente ideológica. En el aquí y iiliora 
mfiere preguntarse y respondcr (,Cuál es e! proyecto de nación 
de ia izquierda?, como se cu.estiona el invcstigador Enriquc 
Semo. 

La Nueva lzCiuierda no pudo c quiso incidir en '"'Y+.!rf.l.l'•""' 
debate en el V Congreso. in:luso cuando en Ia reucrii~~iflíie 
Triniead, Tlaxcala, se hJbían definido obj 
-;obre el particular. De tLiť\"ll los acuerdos de 

. p~.·,1r de Jo ·:irctmsta:K :J: y coyuntural. Lejo 
]YJSibilidad de discutir \'c":·.:"li~r<!mcnte Ia estrat-;gta· 

· cl actua! periodo y p: c >er de;d<! entonces Jr.a·-r .. ,.;",; 

escenarios que pudies;;n surg::· úespués de! 2 de julio!!Esto se 
ha e·tidenciado más cen IJ ine~:istencia d'! una ''dlrección 
panidaria que asuma !u; 1<.:tos políticos y les .de salída~ 
adecuadas. Pareciera qu.: e.;o ha qucdado sustituido por 
nucstros dos principal<.:s c~Jildid<~los. (,Hastn dónde si se hubic se 
dado esta discusion <:n <:I Con~r.:so, se hubiese mediatizado ;1 

quie.1~s desde el interier deJ Plill Je entraron aJ pragma.tismu, 
ubicándosr: en e1 campo d.:l \~.to ůtil a fa vor de Fo·X<;·Así, eJ 
oportunism0 de los Ku:is l".c:oJese c;udado ayuno de·presunta 
teoria :n~:: :,ds deslices políti.:o;;. 

Un paso importante ha si,:r) :~1 ~dición de !a revista promovida 
por Ia corriente, pero c!:iram·:nlc in-;utit:iente aún, aJ amparo dt: 
les evento5 principales LL: I ;H ::Jo. aquellos donde se ha tenído 
que •doptar detenninacioncs ťundamc::tales para el desarrolin 
polít co donde incide nucst~'"' p::rt!C:o y donde Ia publicación hn 
:nc!d!do sólo t<~ngenci::dn:~::tc. Hay muchos aspéctps que 
:uriavía se dcben ciscu:.:· y ~ncontrar salidas. Para muchos 
pe;redistas, por cjemri:'. ci :r:ur:fo de ln linea de ~ansición 
pct~da durante el Tcrc<C·: Cl'::g:·eso :\acional, fue un retroceso 
.;ue ~:videnció Ia "daecL::actán de· Ia izquierda" como acab;1 
de atírmar recier.teme:1tc r-v!a: co Rascón. Este es un punto quc 
r;ecesariamen~e tenemos qc:<: di!ucidar, en el marco de Ia:; 



::u..:1·as .circunstancias y de· in P'-'si(,iiJd:.d real de que el PRJ 
p1~rda las elecciones federnles. 

Si queremos da;-\e un pl!rfil realment~ de izquierda a! PRD, 
ckbcmos empezar por dúrnoslo primcrament~ a aquellos 
quienes .hemos. empet1ado nuestro esfuerzo en es ta naciente 
Corriente;~dejir los lastres de prácticas grupales que pervierten 
Ia unidad política en Ia acción de <1quellos que coinciden en Jo 
:\mdamentar'y cen ello, desten~r las actitudes cupulares y el 
nrribismo · disfrazado en ;Jresutlt<lS coincidencias. La ·Nueva 
!zquierda ::nď.f..debe dej ar. pasar má s Kuris y debe adoptar 
wn~ccucnteriientc·. una aet:tutl critica. Hnns Magnus 
Lnzensber_ge~alirma a! r~$pecto qu.: Ia crítica "sólo tlene 
se111ido sf.:.e~~consciellle de! Sti.\' pmpios limiraciones" y yo 
'umaría e;;.o~es. Ahora est:1mos cn cl ticmpo de hacer uno de 

bs primer~s_(C!Cuentos. 

CO:v!E\TARJOS Fll'íALES 

lstamos a ·sólo u cos dia s de! 2 de J c: .. o. Ha si do ac(.;rtadc, 
convocar, ajuna reunión de Ia Nueva lzquierda ahora y no, 
cuando se.-háylln presentado los resultados electorales. Ayuda:á 
a dar el últi!l'ío ·empuje a Ia actividad de los últimos dfas de 
campaňa':ý::i~tprepararnos rara los diversos escenarios que 
pudiesen' pr~~~ntarse. Tenemos Ia obligación de mostrar ante cl 
resto ciet.i::'paí1ido una postura madura, institucional v 
propositivá:!~\riJ; . .,_ 

Vivimos·únirt\'otnénto cruci~i cn kt historia de nucstro paír.. e:; 
cicno. Corňolnunca a~::és podc:~<1os <\Scgurar que pu~dc 

' .> , ... 
•, r': 
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di1·cr:<t'' cscen~rius quc pu,!i,·,~n pr.:-scnt:•r~c: pc•>krior ~1 di~ cl•: 
Ia .:om;:cb <:lector~l : 1:: uhC::ll'!ÓI1 ~:u.: en :.:ll:Js tendrí~; ~1 
l':illicl.• d.:- ln R-:1 olu~ic'::~ D.:Jno..:Jú:icJ. se;1 como u: 
llhllWn<:mo de ID n1a; ori.1 ,1,. tl1~\ÍCa1ws ct; cl pod::r o comL: el 
p2ni:..: .. 1 \·is~gra, c1~ CJSL) ~:c qt=..! los r:~·:::ul:a<h.1s 110 11f.)S sean 
(~\·or,tt·dl's. pero 1os cl~<;tllr;..·s no:-: :;ig~1n Li~:icandc Ln ~.rn espz..ciJ 
il:di:-~)>~nsnbJe J);tr;J cj CkSJlT~~~!lo po;it:c,~ li:'i rJiS. 

Deb.::n:os coadym·ar a qu.c ~I Panido s,:iga unído d~l proce~u, 
colH.:siunado imernamentc. con .. Ja ; •... >•rional, con 
perspecti vas y expecwti 1 a s de cambio deri,0~ . .::::., , 
intkp..:m! i~.:nt~o:mente que J'llc'd:t conc1 '"" .,c un gobierno de 
tkn:~ha sen por Ia via d<.:J 1'/\N o Jel i'l{J. AJ respecto se 
debcri;, dar continuidad a !::1 coyuntura! aliam~a electoral, en 
una <.:t·:1f1ucncia d<.:Jnocri:tica quc nuclcc' n aquellas fueru~ 
integr;:.l::' ahorn t:ll l.1 tlli:li11.:l p(1r i\·léxico y a los sectores de 
!o :zc~: .. ;-.·r~l:J soci~~]. cn i4 1 (~~::- i__.odr:J. con.:cbJrsc como un 
CLi;·,\ i d_:'·-·' · a: J\'dl)L( d..;; ·~. ;,.··:- l'.._:t.J C"-"':l~5•..?;··.·(:jo;- . 

. \lé\ico, D.F., 13 de JUnio dcl2000 

Daniel Carlos Garda 
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