
Abstract in English 

 

The idea of gated communities was coined in the USA in 1970s and was a result of the post-modern period 

and suburbanization. During modernization, cities had gone through social, cultural, political, and 

economical revisions. Consequently, business and residential areas in the city continued to evolve and 

create new forms. Following this period gated communities offered new understanding of life, security, 

relations, and status. Subsequently, the phenomenon has rapidly spread all around the world after the 1980s. 

Istanbul was introduced to the idea of gated communities in 1980s as a result of globalization by following 

a new vision of a Global City. Being the historical, cultural, and economic center of Turkey, Istanbul holds 

a great value in terms of social and economical investments. Following the international neoliberal 

economic trends, Istanbul has attracted many investors and a large labor force. Consequently, the rising 

demand of housing and business areas invigorated the real estate market in Istanbul, and gated communities 

were seen as a modern way of housing. As a result, a variety of gated communities were built in Istanbul 

to meet this new demand. 

In this research, the social and cultural reasons for livıng in the gated communities and their impacts towards 

to its residents were studied. The research was aimed to analyze the collective behaviors of the residents, 

and to review how the residents had changed their behaviors and perceptions towards the inside and outside 

community after they started to live in gated communities. Through field study, these arguments were 

discussed from the users point of view via surveys and interviews. Briefly, the personal experience and 

changed behavior of the residents are studied along with general characteristics and features of gated 

communities in Istanbul. 

The research consists of three parts: the origins and main features of the gated communities; the formation 

process of the gated communities and their typologies in Istanbul, and the factors that caused this process 

were discussed along side with gated communities’ city scaled effects; and the behavioral and perception 

changes of the residents due living in the gated community were debated with the interviews made in the 

field study. 
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