Abstract

This diploma thesis deals with social policy towards single-parent families in the Czech
Republic with focus on alimony policy. | deal more closely with the standard of living
by single-parent families and obligated parents. This problem is explored on the basis
of theoretical framework called social construction of the target populations. Social
policy towards single-parent families does not reflect their needs at the right time.
Different approach could lead to improvement of their standard of living. The Czech
society has not come with an agreement on reforming the social system to more benefit
the single-parent families. Despite the fact that the concept of supporting single-parent
families has been formally accepted by European Union and Czech government as
one of the top priorities, this proclamation has not brought any real change to the
single-parent families” standard of living. | try to understand a present situation/image
of social policy towards single-parent families in regard to alimony policy with an
application of theoretical framework social construction of the target population basis.
For this purpose, | identify the real social construction of single-parent families and
obligated parents in the political discourse. | examine the policy suggestions on
alimony, and the argumentation strategies of the key figures used when discussing the

social constructions and suggested policies.



