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Abstract 

The thesis examines the German response to the Ukrainian Crisis in 2008 and the Russo-

Georgian War in 2014. On the background of these two conflicts, I would like to demonstrate 

the German-Russian relations and their deterioration in the past years. My main research 

question was why did Germany decide to support and advocate the EU sanctions against 

Russia during the Ukrainian Crisis in 2014, when they did not promote such a solution in the 

2008 during the Russo-Georgian War. My hypothesis is that German foreign policy shifted 

from the economic interests-oriented approach towards norm-oriented one. I am working with 

the theory Foreign policy analysis, which studies the management of international relations 

and state’s activities. This theory can be understood as a critique towards dominant structural 

approach in international relations because it says that foreign policy is determined by the 

domestic policy. I constructed the German response to the Ukrainian Crisis and the Russo-

Georgian War using qualitative discourse analysis. With this method I am analyzing the 

statements of those actors, who influence German foreign policy. 


