Abstract

The main aim of this work is to compare the discourses and analyze the relations of the
American and Czechoslovak intellectual Left between 1956 and 1968. It begins by
Khrushchev’s revelation of Stalinist crimes and by the Soviet invasion of Hungary in 1956
which created an atmosphere of disillusionment on the Left. The global Left of this period to a
substantial extent ceased to be ideologically inspired by the Soviet Union and began to rethink
the foundations of its thought. So, the 1960s are the period of the flourishing leftist thought.
Authors are inspired by Marxist humanism and the New Left emerges, especially in the West.
There were issues which existed beyond the ideological struggle of two Cold War blocs, but
the different character of the regimes in the East and the West resulted in different approaches
to these issues. At the same time, the mobility of ideas and their authors or supporters
increased even across the Iron Curtain. Therefore, we could see some interesting encounters
and clashes of different, even though still leftist, discourses. This work tries to depict the
intellectual environment of the period by dealing with issues like philosophy of Man in the
context of technological changes, the tactics of the struggle against the system or bureaucracy,
the relation of intellectuals and workers, or the relations with the Third World. Besides this, it
also shows the differences on the American Left itself, especially by analyzing various

interpretations of Czechoslovak reforms of the late 1960s and the Soviet invasion in 1968.



