
Abstract 

Submitted diploma thesis focuses on the analysis of preserved documents and correspondence 

of the Duchess of Burgundy Alix of Vergy. The thesis surveys the political and donational 

pursuit of the duchess during the years 1206-1251 just on the basis of this kind of sources. 

The thesis analyzes individual documents and letters and subsequently reflects in them the 

events of the time period and the personality of the Duchess of Burgundy. In the first part are 

briefly outlined the realities of the burgundian region during this time period and the 

importance of the reformed orders for the area. Outlined is also the rule of dukes Hugh III. 

and Odo III. and also the life events of Alix of Vergy from being the wife of Odo III., through 

being the regent up to the position of mother of the ruling Duke of Burgundy. In the new 

chapter the thesis outlines the view on the role of medieval women, issue of their rights and 

disposal of power and free will. In the second part the thesis deals with the analysis of 

documents   and correspondence of Alix of Vergy in particular periods of life. The diploma 

thesis on the basis of the source reconstructs the extent of her political power, independence 

and free decision-making throughout her life. Part of the thesis is a comparation of the 

analysis of the written material of the duchess with the correspondence and documents of the 

queen Eleanore of Aquitane. The thesis also compares power position and personality of the 

duchess not only with Eleanore, but also with the French queen Blanche of Castile, living in 

the same time period. 
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