
Abstract

National security of the United States of America is dependent on secure use of the 

world’s oceans. U. S. security interests are bound to international trade which is carried 

out primarily by ships (80 percent of world trade by volume of which 20 percent is  

bound  to  U.  S.  maritime  trade).  Vastness  of  maritime  domain  brings  about  many 

security issues which threaten interests of the United States. Terrorist attacks on the 

World  Trade  Center  and  Pentagon  on  9/11  caused  rapid  intensification  of  security 

measures. These measures have been implemented to deal with maritime related threats 

such  as  terrorism,  piracy,  drug smuggling,  human  trafficking,  arms  trade,  computer 

criminality or natural disasters. 

This work proceeds from widened concept of security pioneered by authors representing 

the Copenhagen school.


