
Abstract

Unmanned aircraft vehicles were primarily used for military purposes and are still used for them. 

Not only for this reason is their introduction for humanitarian aims disputable, raising various 

dilemmas. Supporters of humanitarian drones put emphasis on/emphasize their speed, security, 

data amount and the possible employment of new technology in extreme environments. Critics of 

humanitarian technologization stress the loss of neutrality and impartiality, politicization and 

militarization of humanitarian aid. Consensus does not even exist amongst academics in the field. 

Contemporary literature is primarily targeted on the controversy of dual-usage of UAVs and on 

potential technical advantages with emphasis on immediate assistance. The literature dealing with 

ethical issues of humanitarian drones in connection to humanitarian and development practice 

outside the conflict zone is almost absent, and only marginally or indirectly treats the issue. The 

aim of this paper is to analyse potential advantages and disadvantages of humanitarian drones’ 

proliferation within the theoretical framework of The Code of Conduct for the International Red 

Cross and Red Crescent Movement and Non-Governmental Organizations in Disaster Relief, 

which deals with basic dilemmas in humanitarian aid. This thesis does not provide a clear stance 

on the suitability of the usage of humanitarian drones, but points out that both their presence and 

their absence are problematic.


