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Abstract 

 

In the diploma thesis Reproductive medicine on Czech and British news servers, the 

ways in which Czech and British media communicate the subject of reproductive 

medicine are described and compared. The method used is quantitative and semiotic 

text analysis. The focus is placed on the contribution of the media of the two countries 



   

to the public debates on ethics which is operationalized as the presence or lack of 

pluralism of opinions on individual topics and attitudes of the people featured in various 

articles. In the thematic agenda, the thesis deals primarily with anomalous pregnancy, 

contraception, genetics, surrogate motherhood, abortion and assisted reproduction. It 

also examines the concept of the article (event, personal story and others), 

representation of individual sections, ethical framework, the representation of 

spokespersons (doctors, patients, researchers, etc.) and their attitudes to the matter in 

question. The semiotic text analysis then discusses in detail the communication of 

a major milestone of reproductive medicine - the announcement of the birth of the first 

child that bore the genetic information of three people. For each topic, one article is 

and iDnes and the British BBC, Daily Mail and The Guardian. The analyzed period is 

September 2016 to January 2017. 
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"We are here for women and for human rights," one of a large contingent of 

American expatriate women told SkyTG24 news channel in Rome. (Daily Mail) 

"I am here for women and for all minorities because Trump is a threat to all 

humanity," said US national Kendra Wergin, who is in her mid-30s. (Daily 

Mail) 

Jackman (Angela Jackman, a partner at law firm Simpson Millar  pozn.) 

has permitted these six charities to provide 

submissions in this case. Through their efforts in providing advice and 

women, these charities can offer invaluable insight into the reality of the 

(The Guardian) 

'It's about basic dignity': six women on protesting Poland's anti-abortion 

proposal (The Guardian) 

                                                 

39 First ever '3-way DNA' kids are thriving: Cheerleader, 17, is one of a handful of high-flying children 

created using cells from mom, dad and a donor in controversial 1990s study 
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"However, some religious groups believe day 14 is when someone becomes a 

person, as this is the point at which an embryo can no longer split into twins." 

(Daily Mail50) 
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told it was a tragedy and actually it's a comedy. It's like a sitcom where something 
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50 Double the time limit for embryo trials, say experts: Increasing limit to 28 days could give scientists 

clues on genetic defects and miscarriages 
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52 A world without Down's syndrome? 
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53 IVF rates in England 'at 12-year low' 
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55 Morning after pill warning after HUNDREDS of unwanted pregnancies: How common drugs and 

herbal remedies make emergency contraception ineffective 

56 'It was soul destroying': Woman speaks out about the heartbreak of IVF, revealing she lost ELEVEN 

embryos before finally travelling to South Africa to have a baby at 49 
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 57 

 

 

'IVF is a horrible process,' she said. 'You're hormonal and you go through all 

sorts of emotions. You feel unattractive and question your role as a female. You 

feel all those negative things because you're feeling low at the time.' 

 

 

s  procesu IVF vytrvaly: 

'They should not give up. Use the technology you can and remember that other 

people are going through the journey. You can feel very isolated at times but 

stay positive. It's easy to give up.' 

  souvislosti 
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reprodukce se pohybuje okolo 60 %. (Arora et al. 2014)  
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I have had two abortions. For me, both were sad experiences, but I will always 

defend my right to a safe termination and in no way do I feel guilty, though the 

grief remains with me. (Sue) 

I almost had an abortion in 1981. I was unmarried and it was an unplanned 

pregnancy.  ongly in a woman's right to choose and for 

better sex education and access to birth control for all girls and women. (Beth) 

I think that it's so important women have open access to abortion services. 

However, I worry that abortion has become normalised for men who view it as 

                                                 

58 From relief to regret: Readers' experiences of abortion 
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an emergency contraception, whilst for women it's still a very taboo subject. 

 

I feel that the two doctors approval is an important safety net to prevent women 

and girls from being forced into terminations against their will... as I was when 

my parents forced me to have an abortion when I was 16. Unfortunately this rule 

was not adhered to in my case - I never saw anyone who presented themselves as 

a doctor and I was never seen alone. I am strongly pro-choice even though mine 

was taken away; I am immensely grateful that this is a freedom we have. (H.) 

I was 18, 1961, it was illegal. 

aware and conscious throughout. It did not work immediately, and the 

abortionist sent me home, frightened she would be located and found. The 

never "good" but it is frequently necessary. (Sue) 

 59 

 

rozhodly z  

 

Paola and Andrea, in their early 40s, both had planned pregnancies and then 

found they were carrying fatally damaged foetuses. Paola said she had felt "like 

a walking corpse, and like my son's coffin. It was torture". She said abortion 

must be a very painful experience, but not as much as forcing that baby to be 

born. 

                                                 

59 Chile's president defiant over abortion changes 
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5) Daily Mail: Meet the world's first 'three-parent baby': Boy  delivered by US 

medical team in Mexico  carries a tiny piece of genetic code from a third donor 

'parent' to avoid in-heriting a disease from his mother 

6) The Guardian: World's first baby born of three-parent baby technique 
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  89 

8.  

8.1  

, jeh

 rmacemi (Daily 

  

 je fotografie 

story highlights  

 

62. 

 

perexu

  

 

volba fotografi

 

                                                 

62 

 (2007) 



  90 

63

 (Peirce 1972) 

 

  

 

  

                                                 

63 

fotografie doktora Zhanga s   



  91 

 

  

reprod

 64   

 roubovice DN  

                                                 

64 rychlost, s  



  92 

  

  

 

  

S . Tuto 

 

(Peirce 1972) 



  93 

 

  

 

 

a   

afiky z HFEA (Human Fertilisation and Embryology Authority) 

a  co je 

 

 



  94 

    

  

Z  

 

 

  USA. 

8.2  

 

ledem k 

 

 

  

 

8.2.1 Blesk, iDnes 

 

 

  

 

  

a 



  95 

 

 

o 

 Mexik

v 

s 

 

 

 

 m rozsahu nechal 

 

8.2.2 BBC 

 

Spolu s   

 

 

v 

v  

metoda  

 roce 1990. 

mitoch



  96 

i 

 

povoluje. 

 

 

 

o  

 pro-choice organizace Human Genetics Alert65 kritizuje 

Na to reaguje Z

z 

 

8.2.3  

 

edakce v titulku ani v 

 

 

 

o 

                                                 

65 

 



  97 

v 

 

 

k 

a text je pak 

   

 

8.2.4 The Guardian 

 

autor rubriky Science, tak  

v Do 

Sample 

 

novinku podle Sampla 

 Mexiku v to save 

lives is the ethical thing to do



  98 

 

 t  

Guardian komentuje Dusko Ilic 

se  

  

o 

detaily, z 

race

Douga Turnbulla, jednoho 

z 

 

 

8.2.5 Daily Mail 

 (pro Daily Mail 

 

v 

 tzv. story highlights

 

 

 

 

 souvislosti s 

 

autorka v  grafikou) a v ku 



  99 

 

 

 

 

co v 

 

impatient people pursue treatment in the very 

places where regulation is the least strict  

8.2.6  

 narozen

   Mexiku. 

some /experts  pozn./ 

couple approached 

 



  100 

 podkapitole azyk

a 

a . P

veru The Guardian 

 v 

v  iziky metody pro 

 

kterou by mu jinak matka v  

 

  

ani u jednoho z   

a 66  

questions, including how any child from the technique might feel about having DNA 

 -

 

  

 

  

                                                 

66  



  101 

 

 

 

 

odstavci 

  

k 

 nich. Prostor 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

(   

 

 

el  

  

 

 

 

serverech i  

  



  102 

jen velmi 

 d  

  a mnohem 

ni 

 

 

o regulaci v  

8.3  

 ), v titulku tento aspekt 

  

 

d v 

-

67

 

v 

                                                 

67 -  

 



  103 

-

) 

  

 

kde k 

ale z lo v 

 Americe se narodilo

 

se objevuje jen jako o

 

 

College London Dusko Ilice

 

v 

, revoluce , s sebou nese 

 souladu 

s  

-



  104 

68 (BBC)69.  

objevilo i v 

 

70   

, , 

  

 

 ss of 

 

j  

 

                                                 

68 v 

 souvislosti s  90. letech 

69  

a slovesnost 1992) 

70  



  105 

 

 

  

zvolila 

make the cell function)  

 tak   

 

 jen 

  lad The Guardian 

a 

not a race 

tame the more zealous critics



  106 

 

 

 

 

he 

 

o regulaci v no rules

 

nastavov

   

 pacientovi na klinice, pravidla 

 

trest. (Noa 2011) V 

  Mexiku, 

k vedl jako citaci The Guardian, oproti 

 

(v 

 

 

 

save lives is 

the ethical 



  107 

  

  

   

  stoupili, 

vady, kterou by mu jinak matka v  

 

chlapce,  

  

 -forward progress around the world, 

offering hope to millions who face the prospect of delivering terminally ill 

children  

 nique as a way to avoid hereditary 

diseases  

 to ensure the baby boy would be free 

 

 V 

o  minulosti: 

  Leigh's syndrome  would have killed him within a few years. 

(Daily Mail) 

 n family, it was a disorder called Leigh Syndrome 

that would have proved  

 

 

procedure of mitochondrial transfer in the hope that it would give the couple a healthy 

child  



  108 

8.3.1  

 

v 

popisu z  

 souladu s 

  

 

  tomto ohledu 

 

 t

 



  109 

 

Naopak 

o  

vzhledem k personalizaci z  The Guardian prost

  

ale Daily Mail expresiva 

  

 



  110 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

V 

 

 

  a j

 

  

 

byly  z edstavili v kapitole 



  111 

, 

  

I  v 

a  

 

 

(Seale 2002, Schmierbach 2005, Goldacre 

  

 

a 

atd.). 

  z 

 hlediska p

U 

  

 

V 

   % 

  

  % a 16 

-

i hlasy 

 

 Polsku a v  



  112 

   jako oponenty 

-choice postoje, tedy 

 

 

-  

V  pozici 

 

 ). Tyto 

 

o  , 

 

 pojet  

z  

k jednomu z 

 

k 

b) 

 

 % 

a s 10 HFEA 2014) 



  113 

 

71

 

 

s  

72. 

 

z  40 

 

 

Naopak v 

 % a 44 

 

  

 

antikoncepce a genetika. 

 

                                                 

71 

 

72  

 



  114 

k   vzhledem k  nich 

k 

 ou 

 

 Polsku a v  

v 

v  

a  

 

o  dokreslen  

 

 

 

Z  

j  

  

 

 

 -

 

 

 



  115 

 

 

 ky  

 

 souladu s 

 

 

v 

ech se 

jeho citace neobjevily a prostor k 

  

ne  

 

na  kryla 

. Vzhledem k dynamice rozvoje   

bezpochyby o c  



  116 

Summary 

The presented diploma thesis Reproduction medicine on Czech and British news 

BBC, Daily Mail and The Guardian. Events interesting for the media have the power to 

dramatically alter the frequency of representation of reproductive medicine topics, 

which is a situation that can be found primarily in the Czech media, since there are very 

few articles on reproductive medicine. The most striking case in the Czech media 

environment was the switching of two embryos at the Brno Breast Clinic in January 

2017. Across the Czech and British media, the curve showing the amount of coverage of 

the topics described before dramatically deflected by the media-covered protests against 

the limits of abortion in Poland and the US. These two events also affected the thematic 

composition of articles - while in the Czech media the assisted reproduction was the 

most represented issue, in the British media it was abortion. The most common concept 

of articles on British servers was the legislation, on Czech servers an event. The 

personal story as a form was mostly chosen by the Daily Mail; every fourth article used 

it as a starting point. The Czech media generally included stories slightly more often, 

but mostly used them to depict the issues within one article, the story seldom stood 

alone, as is, however, often the case in the British media. Further research has shown 

that in only a quarter of cases (corresponding to four articles) personal stories were 

devoted to Czech individuals - most stories were taken from abroad. The Czech view is 

perceptibly missing. The Czech media covered the issues of reproductive medicine as 

rather ethically problematic, on the contrary, the British media most often approach 

these topics from one point of view, and made them seem unambiguous or self-evident. 

It was the reputable British server The Guardian that showed no need to present the 

subject in question from another point of view most often. In that matter, it was 

followed by Daily Mail, iDnes and BBC servers, then with some distance it was Blesk 

the four most frequent topics (contraception, assisted reproduction, genetics and 

abortion), the British media considered primarily contraception (62%) and assisted 

reproduction (55%) to be a clear topic. Compared to the Czech media, the difference 

can be seen especially in the perception of the topic of contraception - the framework of 
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clarity or self-sufficiency was given to the articles by the Czech media in only one fifth 

of all cases. While on the British media servers pro-choice proponents received the 

largest share of attention, the Czech media gave the largest space to the owners. The 

second most commonly quoted group were patients or clients, but the distance between 

those and those on the "first place" was significantly higher on Czech servers. 

Researchers on British servers received as much attention as patients. In Czech media 

the researchers were the third most frequent group to be cited or paraphrased. Doctors 

were generally represented very little. In general, the media tended to prefer institutional 

resources. In terms of attitudes to the actual matter (contraception, assisted 

reproduction, etc.), the British media and, to a lesser extent, the Czech media gave space 

primarily to those who were in favour of the attitude. Articles that were neutral and 

"balanced" (based on the opinions of the people featured), in which was identified the 

same number of consistent and critical views, accounted for about a fifth in the Czech 

media and even less in British media. The Czech media published the critical voices in 

relation to the total number of all Czech articles roughly twice as much as British media. 
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