
Abstract 

This thesis presents a discourse analysis of American perceptions of 

Russia in their historical and contemporary context. Through the 

linguistic construction of security offered by the Copenhagen School of 

Securitization, we can trace the socio-political development of Russia as 

the threatening other in the American discourse. This thesis has 

demonstrated the consistency of linguistic devices in the American 

Russia discourse from the 18th century to the Crimean Crisis, and has 

identified specific linguistic packages which securitizing actors unpack 

according to their preferences and goals in a given situation. This thesis 

also demonstrates that the resecuritization of a previously desecuritized 

object may occur through the use of preexisting discursive devices that 

play on existing elements of the national consciousness.  
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