Abstract

The thesis deals with the theory of simulation and simulacra by French representative of
postmodernism Jean Baudrillard. It focuses on way how Baudrillard thematises gradual
extinction of signs connected with their representational function and the emergence of
hyperreality which contains simulation. The attention is also focused on concept of reality,
virtuality, simulation and illusion. The thesis includes Paul Virilio’s thoughts and also Manuel
Castells’”. The basic framework of research is completed by a theory of fictional worlds. The
second part of thesis includes an analysis of how this issue is reflected in present film
production via analysis of content of the films The Matrix (Wachowski, 1999) and
Mulholland Drive (Lynch, 2001). The analysis reflects different interpretation of
illusive/virtual space and its relation to reality. The aim of thesis is to analyse the selected
concepts which describe an emergence and interaction of simulation focusing on
contemporary society which is connected with modern technology and also to point at
reflection of conceptions mentioned in the films. The goal of thesis is also to explore the
films, compare them and show the way how they contain the theme of reality, simulation and
illusion and how much is the content of these films connected with the action of the media

and new technologies with non-physical space that they create.
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