Abstract

The main theme of the thesis submitted is the midwifery practice in Pacov parish
surroundings in the period of the 2nd half of the 19th century. Based on the studies of
professional literature and archival files of diverse nature, the motivation of women to choose
a midwife’s profession, their education at Charles-Ferdinand University, but also the
socioprofessional structure of their clientage, the issues of wages, emergency christenings,
godparenthood avd many others, were studied. Using a micro-historical method, a group of 5
midwives, who got involved not only in Pacov, but also in other villages assigned to its
parish, was monitored. Inspiration by historical demography is noticeable particularly in the
chapters, in which the frequency of assistances at births of each of the midwives, or their
filling in the role of godmothers are monitored.



