
Abstract 

 The body of some insect‘s males is covered by glands, which females are interested in 

during or after courtship and copulation. Female can palpate this glands or feed on their 

secretion. My bachelor thesis describes these glands in five orders of insect, where they are 

known: Zygentoma, Zoraptera, Coleoptera and especially Orthoptera and Blattodea. In the 

introduction i describe briefly their histology, morphology and ontogeny. But the main part of 

the work deal with their ethological and ecological function. This glands have four main 

functions. They can serve to maneuver female into proper position and allow the male to clasp 

her genitalia. Another function is prolonging of copulation, which enable the male to transfer 

more sperm. Glands can also provide nutritious secret, through it the male directly affects the 

female fitness. The last function is simple signal of male quality, which through the 

production of secret demonstrates his good condition. The role of the glands is often uncertain 

and their functions are often overlaping. 

 


