Between the researcher and the participant: Requirements on sociological
research methods and techniques

Abstract

The dissertation thesis deals with the design of methods and techniques which mediate the
commnunication between a researcher and a participant (in-depths, surveys, etc.). The aim of
the paper is to comprehensively assess a research practice by a number of criteria and thought
experiments. The paper discusses 24 requirements which could be set on the method. It is rooted
in the revised moderated neopositivist paradigm specifically from Carnap’s concept of
observation and theoretical language. It is further enhanced with the concept of conceptual
spaces and the social representations concept. The extended theoretical approach is called
“achieving the explanation” and it emphasizes (1) the meaning of theoretical assumptions of
the scientific model including methodological aspects. (2) The common knowledge is
approached as a complex social representation not only an attitude. (3) It stresses the importance
of so called fix points which enable the translation between common and scientific knowledge.
The thesis is focused on the process of designing the research in all its stages, on the theoretical

and conceptual principles and on specific aspects of cooperation with participants.



