
Abstract

The subject of this thesis is to evaluate a link between changes in body odor and health status

in humans. The main aim was to create a theoretical overview of the available studies 

concerning humans, which are compared with studies conducted on mammals. Alteration of 

body odor due to the ongoing disease may negatively influence not only the odor

attractiveness of a potential partner, but also may cause changes in behavioral response to a 

chemical stimulus for other members of the species. One may assume formation of perceptual 

adaptations exhibiting sensitivity to markers of health status in both sexes. Recognition of ill 

individuals may be crucial during social interactions, to prevent transmission of pathogens, 

but in mate choice the health status may also serve as an important indicator of resistance to 

infection, which can affect the viability of the offsprings. The main contribution of this thesis 

is to summarize the knowledge and insights into the area related to changes in body odor, 

depending on the health status.
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