
Abstract 

Criminological aspects of criminal recidivism 

 

The topic of this thesis are the criminological aspects of criminal recidivism and goal is to 

present a complete outline of some of the basic ideas related to the concept of criminal 

recidivism and to introduce the reader to its selected criminological aspects. This thesis is 

divided into four chapters. The introductory chapter is focused on the concept of criminal 

recidivism itself, and similarly defines the various concepts with emphasis on the legal aspects. 

The basis of this chapter is the effort to achieve a more detailed description of the various forms 

in the Penal Code of 1961 and also in modifying de lege lata. The second chapter deals with 

personality of recidivist offender from the perspective of selected typologies and two 

fundamental questions are considered, namely whether and how recidivist offender differs from 

non-recidivist offender and whether the offender is commonly distinguished from individuals 

who are respecting the law. Third chapter focuses on the concept of criminal careers with an 

emphasis on the personal typology of the offender in terms of the intensity of criminal behavior. 

Furthermore there are presented selected criminological theories influenced by the paradigm of 

a criminal career. In the final chapter of the thesis is dealt with the situation and development 

of recidivism in the Czech Republic. Effort of this thesis is to outline the status and development 

of this institute mainly in two time periods. The first is characterized by a relatively long and 

uninterrupted period of collecting statistics and the second with so far only a relatively short 

period of collecting statistical data related to the adoption of the current Penal Code. 

 


