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1. Celkova Splnéni zasad zpracovani prace, 4
charakteristika adekvatnost titulu prace, naplnéni

stanoveného cile, logicka struktura
prace, vyvazenost a propojenost
teoretické a praktické ¢asti

2. Teoreticka ¢ast Stanoveni a splnéni cilti, prezentace 4
ruznych teoretickych pfistupti k
feSeni problému, jejich kritické
posouzeni a zvoleni relevantni
teoretické zakladny pro realizaci
praktické casti

3. Prakticka ¢ast Vhodnost a aplikace zvolené 3
metodologie, jasnost formulace
hypotéz, relevantni a srozumitelna
argumentace a interpretace
ziskanych vysledki, jasnost
formulace zavéri prace

4. Jazykova uroven Gramaticka spravnost a 5
komplexnost, slovni zasoba,
koheze a koherence
textu,interpunkce a stylistické
aspekty, celkova troven
jazykového projevu

5. Struktura a forma Ptehlednost struktury, ¢lenéni, 4
fazeni a propor¢nost kapitol a
oddilt, konzistentnostupravy prace,
odpovidajici rozsah prace,
adekvatnost a provedeni pfiloh

6. Prace s odbornou Kvalita, mnozstvi a relevance 4
literaturou odbornych zdroji, kriticky piistup
ke zdrojam, odpovidajici tiroven
citacni praxe



Celkové zhodnoceni prace (véetné kritickych vyhrad):

The thesis is a very well-written analysis of the important role religion plays in two novels by
leading Victorian author Elizabeth Gaskell; her first novel, Mary Barton: A Tale of Manchester Life
(1848) and her controversial novel about a 'fallen woman', Ruth (1853). As theoretical background
to her analysis of the two works, the author describes the social context in which the novels were
written, i.e. the dark ,'hungry forties' of the 19™ century when crop failure and rapid industrialisation
helped to make destitute thousands of working-class people. She points out that Manchester, as the
main engine of the industrial revolution in the north, witnessed particularly horrific social
conditions for the thousands of poor operatives in the factories and mills, as evidenced in its
inspiration of Engels' 1845 classic work The Condition of the Working Class in England. Gaskell's
Mary Barton is discussed as being representative of the so-called 'social novel' or 'condition of
England novel' in its focus on the dreadful sufferings of the industrial working class whose situation
Engels scientifically described. The author in particular aims to outline Gaskell's concept of religion
as it affected the lives of the poor and the extent to which “their faith could be seen as a form of
escape from social suppression” (p. 7). Another central theme she outlines in the theoretical part is
that of 'the fallen woman'. The author points out how Gaskell, particularly in Ruth, paints an
extremely sympathetic picture of a 'fallen woman' who, sustained by her religious faith, survives the
ignominy of single motherhood. This section could have been longer, given the centrality of the
theme in Ruth. In the theoretical part the author also demonstrates how inextricably linked Gaskell's
social activity and religious belief were to her literary output, and justifies the inclusion of
biographical material.

The practical part is somewhat unbalanced in that twice as much attention is paid to Ruth than to
Mary Barton. This is possibly because the 'bildungsroman' structure of the novel made a
summarising analysis easier — Mary Barton is more complicated by having two main protagonists,
i.e. the eponymous Mary and her father, John, whose murder of his employer's son, Harry Carson, is
the main focus of the plot, particularly in the second part of the novel. The section 5.2 on religious
discourse, which focuses on the characters Benson and Bradshaw, who epitomises opposing
approaches to Christianity is very well elaborated. The practical analysis of Mary Barton feels
rather sketchy in comparison. The discussion of Job and Jem with Mr Carson, for example, a crucial
scene in the book, particularly in terms of the topic of the thesis, is touched on only in passing (p.
20) and it would be interesting to hear the author's views on the extent to which this scene
encapsulates Gaskell's thoughts about social inequality and religion. Some sections in the practical
part where the author compares the two novels seem to be a distraction from the main themes of
class inequality and the status of women that the author focuses on in the theoretical part, e.g. the
section on superstition, and it would have been more interesting instead to read more on the theme
of the fallen woman in Mary Barton, particularly the character of Esther and how the portrayal of
her differs from that of Ruth.

The author is to be praised for her adroit use of so many interesting, and very up-to-date secondary
sources. However, her extremely dense, allusory style means that at times the text feels like a
patchwork of citations and her own perspective is diminished to a mere sewing together of
references, albeit extremely skillfully. This is frustrating for a reader who wishes to know more of
the explicit views of the author, and this frustration also occurs at times when a section ends rather
abruptly, with no synthesising conclusion from the author e.g. the end of 2.3 (p.11). This may be a
matter of confidence, but whatever the reason, it would be a great shame and also a limitation if the
author were not more forthcoming in elaborating her own ideas in future work; her writing style is
certainly sophisticated enough to express them with great subtlety and verve. On the whole, this
thesis shows evidence of extensive and deep research, intelligent and sensitive analysis and and a
profound knowledge of both the novels and of the arguments contained in a wide array of sources.
It would be disappointing if the author did not continue with her research into Gaskell's work.



Témata a naméty k diskusi pri obhajobé:

How does the depiction of the 'fallen woman' Esther in Mary Barton differ from the depiction of
Ruth?

To what extent does the conversation between Jem, Job and Carson reflect Gaskell's ideas about
religion and class conflict?

Gaskell originally intended to call the novel John Barton. Would her treatment of the 'social
question' have been more powerful if she had not changed the title and had kept the focus on John?
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