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Abstract

The thesis focuses on description and analysisaiourse connectives in Czech in
broader sense, i.e. by which language means igsilple to express sense relation within a
text. The thesis is not limited to any parts ofesge(like conjunctions or structuring particles)
but it tries to find and describe all language nseenCzech with the ability to connect two
pieces or units of a text into one coherent complElxe thesis investigates discourse
connectives in Czech with respect to the so cafledondary connectives(i.e. mainly
multiword phrases likéo je divod, pra@® —that is the reason whkwili temto skuténostem-
due to these factstc., in opposition to primary connectives Ik&k— howevernebo — ora
— and ale — bug proto — thereforestc.).

Discourse connectives are (in general terms) wholed as language expressions that
signal semantico-pragmatic relations within a tétbwever, there are many theories that
significantly differ in the concrete description thiese expressions. Therefore, there is not a
generally accepted and universal definition of disse connectives and their description and
characteristics is still a matter of linguisticaission. The aim of this thesis is to contribute to
the general delimitation and definition of discaunnectives (not only in Czech) on the
basis of a detailed language research.

Firstly, we describe various language theoriesisotg on description of discourse (or
text). We concentrate especially on the individygbroaches to discourse connectives and on
the general criteria according to which we mayrkethese expressions in language.

The detailed analysis of discourse connectivegh(whhe emphasis on secondary
connectives) is based especially on the annotadéal af the Prague Dependency Treebank
(PDT) containing written newspaper texts, marginah the data of the Czech National
Corpus (concretely SYN2013PUB). In the thesis, mteoduce the principles and results of
the annotation of secondary connectives in PDTri@mhiout for purposes of this thesis). We
focus mainly on the comparison of primary connexgiand secondary connectives according
to their frequency in authentic texts, accordingease relations they express or according to



whether they occur more often inter- or intra-setigdly. We compare then the annotations of
secondary connectives in Czech and the similaressgpons in English (carried out on the data
of the Pennsylvanian corpus Penn Discourse Tregbankl we shortly compare the
occurrence and usage of secondary connectivesittenvand spoken Czech (in PDT and in
the corpus DIALOG).

On the basis of the practical analysis of dise®wannectives, we try to draw several
theoretical conclusions about these expressions.fédas mainly on the definition of
discourse connectives, on general principles dasgihow it is possible to detect these
expressions in authentic texts, and on the deliroitaof the boundaries between primary and
secondary connectives (mainly with respect to thHekical, syntactic and semantic
characteristics).

The detailed analysis of discourse connectivesthadjeneral conclusions presented
in this thesis might improve the understanding exhantico-pragmatic relations in texts and

in this sense also the understanding of a texttstrel as a whole.



