Abstract

In my thesis | will show the case of Mexico, a country that is struggling hard to fulfill
its principles of national security — one of the most characteristic features of Mexico's
policies. Simultaneously, Mexico is making efforts to fulfill human rights” obligations
of both its nationals and foreigners. Increasingly especially since the turn of the
millennia, the United States has been fortifying its border with Mexico with the aim to
prevent the Mexican and other immigrants reaching the United States illegally. Yet,
hard-line border controls and migration-related policies have not been adopted solely by
the United States, but also Mexico has played a dominant role in fortifying its border
areas, especially along the southern border with Belize and Guatemala. My research
questions would then focus on what is driving Mexico to adopt dual approach towards
Central American migrants along Mexico’s southern border, and why is Mexico
balancing between realistic principles of national security and human rights’

obligations, which has espoused by signing and ratifying international conventions?



