
Abstract 

So far the history of medieval Franciscan Observance has been considered as the history of 

individual monasteries, or more generally as the history of disputes concerning education, 

culture and nationality. The aim of the present dissertation is to describe the history in terms 

of cultural history, to analyze wider issues of architecture regarding monastic buildings of the 

last big monastic community of The Middle Ages, to describe them and evaluate. The basic 

structure of the dissertation consists of monographic chapters monitoring the history and 

building development of fifteen preserved and thirteen extinct monasteries in territory of the 

Czech monastic province (Bohemia, Moravia, Silesia and Upper Lusatia). The catalogue part 

is introduced by chapters summarizing the historical context of Franciscan Observants' 

activities within a short period between the second half of the 15
th

 century and the first half of 

the 16
th

 century, during which the Observants of the Czech province experienced both the 

stage of  raise and decay. The history of the order is then followed by an essay on the rules of 

the process of foundation constructions of the convents, the order rules limiting artwork and 

mainly the character of the order architecture.  
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