Abstract

The thesis provides a quantitative survey and a detailed description of noun postmodification
by single uncomplemented adjectives, i.e. cases where a modifying adjective phrase
represented only by an adjective follows a head noun. The theoretical background of this
thesis is based mainly on Randolph Quirk et al.’s A Comprehensive Grammar of the English
Language (1985). The data for empirical corpus based research have been drawn from the
British National Corpus by the means of a corpus query extracting the sequence
noun+adjective+verb. This query returned 6,413 concordance lines out of which, after manual
assessment, the resultant sample of 4,627 examples was compiled. The data obtained were
further examined and categorized, revealing that up to eleven categories are needed to account
for the syntactic, semantic, pragmatic factors, and other communicative implications and
lexicalized conventions that motivate the use the postnominal position.



