
Ukrainian paramilitary volunteer units became a key to fight threats of the russo-separatist 

hybrid war and their activity could be strongly reflected in the outcome of combat operations. 

This case study examines a phenomenon of volunteer battalions including myths and 

controversies that accompany them. The paper defines and analyzes four most controversial 

issues that are connected with volunteer units and confronts them with reality. Furthermore, it 

deals with roots and origins of these controversies and examines consequences of problematic 

units on the security and political situation in Ukraine. These topics include a spread of radical 

nationalism, fascism and neo-Nazism in volunteer units, criminal activities of volunteer fighters , 

the role of religion in the volunteer movement and links between volunteer units and political 

parties or oligarchs and related problems such as financing. 


