
Abstract 

Nuclear weapons are the key element of the security policy of the United States of America 

since 1945. Since then, nuclear weapons and related nuclear threats were part of a social 

discourse of the United States. This thesis examined how these threats were socially 

constructed within the discourse by individual actors. Then, by discoursive analysis, the thesis 

investigated how the nuclear disarmament discourse responded to these identified threats. The 

study focused on how these identified threats and the nuclear disarmament discourse 

influenced each other in each period and how they impacted following periods. 

This diploma thesis examined the U.S. nuclear discourse while using a methodological 

framework of discoursive analysis. The diploma thesis operated with the theory of 

securitization and determined key moments, when particular threat was designated as 

existential to the security of the United States and when, eventually, this threat subsided. 

 


