ABSTRAKT

Tato prace se zabyva identitou autochtonni mensiny soucasnych Luzickych Srbt a jejich
pusobenim ve vét§inovém némeckojazycném prostiedi. Terénni vyzkum byl proveden v roce 2014 a
2016 v ramci vyznamného svatku Velikonocnich jizd kiizaka, jenz je projevem silné komunitné-
naboZenské pospolitosti, v katolické oblasti Horni Luzice.

Luzic¢ti Srbové jsou venkovskym obyvatelstvem, jez se nikdy nedomahalo svych
narodnostnich prav nasilnou cestou, naopak jejich zbrani byla tradi¢né konzervativnost, pasivita a
izolace. Luzi¢ti Srtbové maji dvoji identitu, jsou bilingvni a jazyky dle situace prepinaji. Kostel byl
historicky jedinym mistem, kde se uzivala vyhradné luzicka srbstina. Mimo rodinu totiZ na Grovni
vSech ostatnich instituci konkurovala némcina.

Hlavni odli$nosti mezi vlastnim etnikem a némeckym okolim vidi respondenti v
luzickosrbském jazyce, katolické vife a udrzovani vlastnich tradic, coz podle nich miize
v majoritnim obyvatelstvu vyvolavat pocit strachu z neznama. V rozhovorech byly potize v
koexistenci s majoritni némeckou populaci zmiflovany pouze v minulém case. Oproti povalecné
generaci se tato jiz nemusi bat zadnych postihli a svobodné svou ndrodnost muze projevovat.

Podle saské, braniborské i1 celostatni ustavy jsou Luzicti Srbové oficialné uznavani jako
narodnosti menSina a je jim pfirknuta finan¢ni a zdkonna podpora. Po roce 1948 (Sasko) a 1950
(Braniborsko) bylo na zaklad¢ tzv. Srbského zakona v oblasti Horni a Dolni Luzice zavedeno
dvojjazy¢né dopravni znaceni, ale predevSim se zacalo rozvijet luzickosrbské Skolstvi. Luzicka
srbstina je zastoupena v mnohych institucich, ve spolkovém zivote, ¢asteCné v médiich, existu;ji
luzickosrbské tiskoviny, nakladatelstvi atd.

Toto etnikum dlouhodobé ¢eli asimilaci v némecké prostiedi, proziva tak jakési permanentni
,nharodni obrozeni®. I v soucasné dob¢ musi konfrontovat riizné problémy. Za nejnecitelngjsi se
povazuje mechanické aplikovani celonémeckych ptedpisti na jejich mensinové Skolstvi, kvali
kterym byly v poslednich letech zavieny dvé srbské Skoly. Respondenti kvalitativniho vyzkumu
viak nekladli zavirani luzickosrbskych §kol némecké strané za vinu. Re$eni vidéli v roz§ifovani
vlastnich fad. Dle demografickych statistik maji luzickosrbské obce nejmladsi populaci v Sasku.

Na smiSena manzelstvi reagovali respondenti v rozhovorech dvojim zpiisobem. Mit za
partnera LuZzckého Srba €1 Srbku je snazsi. Nicméné, pokud je némecky partner ochoten se naucit
luzickou srbstinu a vychovavat déti podle luzickosrbskych tradic, pak své fady rozsituji. Paklize se
ale némecky partner luZickou srbstinu nenauci, nastava prakticky problém pii rodinnych oslavach,
kdy se pak musi cela rodina ptizpisobit a hovotit némecky.

Strategii endogamie by si toto etnikum pfi svém nizkém poctu ani nemohlo dovolit.

Piikladem mtiZe byt jeden respondent s ¢ernoSskym vzhledem, ktery byl luzickosrbskymi rodici



adoptovan a ktery si v plné miie osvojil luzickosrbské kulturni hodnoty, byl velice pro-vlastenecky
volnocasové 1 pracovné aktivni a pln€ zaclenén do komunitniho Zivota.

Na zakladé vysledkt vyzkumu bylo zjisténo, Ze mezi mladymi se rozviji ziva kultura (napft.
metalova skupina v luzické srbstin€ apod.), a ve vesnicich v oblasti Horni Luzice jsou kluby pro
mladé, kde se schazeji (Budysin/Bautzen, Kamjenz/Kamenz, Wotrow/Ostro, Chroscicy/Crostwitz,
Ralbicy/Ralbitz a Nowa Wjeska/ Neuddrfel). Ve méstech mimo plivodni oblast Luzice se vSak
vytvaii novd komunita mladych, v Drazd’anech vznikly vzhledem k potiebé dvé luzickosrbské
skolky.

Tim, ze prislusnici luzickosrbského etnika jsou vystaveni neustalému piekonavani piekazek,
jsou jejich narodni projevy tak silné a uvédomélé, coz vytvaii viici majoritnimu okolnimu kontrast.
Na prikladu Velikonoc¢nich jizd, velkolepého, finan¢né a ¢asové naro¢ného svatku je vidét vnitini
sila a pospolitost tohoto etnika. Z odpovédi respondentl jasn€ vyplyva, Ze toto prostiedi mize byt

velkou hodnotou, mtize lakat a mé co nabidnout i mladé generaci.

ABSTRACT

This work takes interest in the present-day indigenous minority of Sorbs and their life in a
mainly German-speaking environment. All of the field research was done in 2014 and 2016 during
the important festival and celebration The Easter ride of Crusaders in the Catholic part of Upper
Lusatia, which is a sign of the community and religious communal strength.

The Sorbs are the rural population, which has never demanded it’s rights in a violent way.
On the contrary, their traditional weapons throughout history were their conservative mentality,
passiveness and isolation. The Sorbs have a double identity, they are bilingual and they can change
the language they are speaking in an instant. The church was historically the only place where
Sorbian was strictly the only language used. In fact, outside of the family German was the dominant
language at all other institutions.

The main differences that the Sorbs noticed between themselves and their German neighbors
was a different language, being Catholic instead of Protestant, maintaining their own traditions,
which the Sorbs believe can be a source of fear in the majority of the unknown. In the interviews,
all of the problems that the Sorbs had with the majority Germanic people were mentioned in past
tense. Compared to the post war generation, they now do not have to fear repercussion and can
represent their culture freely without any problems.

According to the Saxony, Brandenburg and countrywide constitutions the Sorbs are
officially recognized as a national minority and thus they have financial and lawful protection. After

1948 (Saxony) and 1950 (Brandenburg) according to the so called Serbian law in Upper and Lower



Lusatia it was decreed that bilingual street signs were to be allowed. But primarily, bilingual
education came to exist in this area. Sorbian is accepted in many institutions, in social life and
partially in media, such as newspapers and publishing house etc.

This ethnic group is facing a long-term assimilation into the German-speaking environment,
thus experiencing a sort of permanent "national revival". Even today, Sorbs have to confront
different problems. The most invaluable thing the Sorbs have to face is the mechanical machine the
German education system is. Because of this system, two Sorbian schools had to be closed in the
past years. Even though this happened, the Sorbs do not blame this on the German side. They see a
solution in multiplying their population. Since the Sorb population has according to the head
statistician office, the lowest average age out of all groups in Saxony.

When it comes down to mixed nationality marriages, then the responses from the Sorbs were
split between the fact, that to have a Sorbian husband was easier, and the fact that if a German
speaking man married into the family and learnt Sorbian and raised his family according to
traditions then it wouldn't be a problem since they see this as an opportunity to expand their ranks.
But if a German does not learn Sorbian and does not live in the Sorbian ways, then there is a
problem since the whole community must adapt and speak German instead.

This ethnic group with its low number of population couldn’t even afford the strategy of
endogamy. An example of the contrary might be one respondent with black appearance, which was
adopted by Sorbian parents who have fully mastered the Sorbian cultural values, was very pro-
patriotic active in his leisure and labor time and was fully integrated into community life.

Based on the results of research it was found that among the youngest generation there is an
expanding living Sorbian culture (such as a Sorbian speaking metal band etc.) and that in the
villages of Upper Lusatia there are youth clubs for the young generation to meet (Budysin/Bautzen,
Kamjenz/Kamenz, Wotrow/Ostro, Chroscicy/Crostwitz, Ralbicy/Ralbitz a Nowa Wjeska/
Neudorfel). Even in the cities outside of the original region of Lusatia, a new community of young
people is being formed, for example in Dresden, due to the need two Sorbian kindergartens was
created.

The fact that members of the Sorbian ethnic group are exposed to constant overcoming of
obstacles, their national manifestations are so strong and conscious, which creates a contrast to the
surrounding majority population. On the example of Easter rides, grandiose, costly and time-
consuming fest we can see the inner strength and togetherness of that ethnic group. The
respondents' answers clearly show that this environment can be a great value, may entice and has a

lot to offer to the young generation.



