
Abstract 
 
This Master’s thesis deals with the emerging international norm Responsibility to Protect 

(R2P) in French Foreign Policy between 2008 and 2013. Responsibility to Protect was created 

in 2001 by the International Commission on Intervention and State Sovereignty and endorsed 

by the UN World Summit in 2005. It has changed the understanding of state sovereignty in 

international relations by emphasizing the responsibility component of sovereignty. It gives 

priority to the security of individuals. France has been an active agenda-setter in the field of 

human protection norms in the 1980s and 1990s and it has showed a supportive approach 

towards R2P. The thesis examines whether the conceptualization of R2P in current French 

foreign policy is coherent with this tradition. The research is based on the concepts of ethical 

foreign policy and alternative national interest. The analysis of strategic documents setting the 

priorities of French foreign policy between 2008 and 2013 as well as an examination of the 

three military interventions based on R2P (Libya, Côte d’Ivoire and Central African Republic) 

in which France played an active role have shown that in the France’s foreign policy is based 

on moral principles which it upholds in strategic documents. In practice ethical foreign policy 

also prevails over Realpolitik. 


