
Abstract 

This thesis deals with analysis of development of Chinese views on the origins of Chinese 

culture and statehood in view of archaeological research between the years 1940 and 1980. 

The analysis is based on information provided by popularizing media, specifically Chinese 

newspapers and high school textbooks, which are paired with archaeological overview from 

specialized publications written in English, Czech and Chinese language. Thesis consists of 

three parts. Firstly, it outlines development in archeology during four decades and the impact 

of nonacademic influence on scientific work. It serves as  theoretical reference frame for the 

following analysis of Chinese sources. The second chapter deals with reflection of 

archaeological research in articles of the People's Daily newspapers. How are the 

archaeological findings valued by society, how does state ideology impacts on their research 

and it is related to that what are the geographical tendencies. Terminology and biased manner 

of expression in articles are also included to analysis. The third chapter consists of the study 

of views on the history of Chinese antiquity in textbooks. In which ways were textological 

historiography and outcome of archaeological research combined, including factual 

chronology of historical events and geographical location of first states. The influence of 

ideology is surveyed in terminology used in textbooks and  the preference of some historical 

aspects. The thesis comes to conclusion, that both traditional historiography and ideology of 

nationalism and Marxism are preferred to a certain extent. Archaeological research is for the 

bigger past of analysed forty-year period regarded as their scientific complement. Thesis 

sketches other research possibilities of historically determined identity of nation.  

 

 


