Abstract

This thesis examines the concept of active citizenship in conception of Vaclav Havel. It
further focuses on the possibilities of the legacy of such distinguished personality of modern
history in the area of youth education. The theoretical part of the thesis describes the concepts
of active citizenship and totalitarianism, and connects them to the example of communist era
in Czechoslovakia. Using qualitative research methods, the empirical section of the thesis
analyzes the perception of the concept of active citizenship and how Havel’s legacy is
perceived by students and the employees of Vaclav Havel Library. The analysis also deals
with development of civic approach within the scope of Vaclav Havel Library efforts aiming
at citizenship education. Using the method of document analysis, the thesis also deals with
Havel’s essay The Power of the Powerless, which is by Vaclav Havel Library presented as

one of his key works serving as a basis for citizenship education.
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