Abstract

Jazz in the French literature is not a typical subject of academic papers perhaps due to the fact that
the matter of jazz is generally assigned to the American culture. The aim of this work is to prove
that even though jazz is established both from the aesthetic and mental aspect on the principles
substantially different from the European cultural tradition, it is a topic which has been richly
elaborated on in the French literature. In the first part of this work we provide a complex insight
into those principles as well as on the possibility of the transfer of jazz into literature. In the second
part we describe the coming together of jazz and the French culture and its presence in selected
literary works of Pascal Quignard, Boris Vian, Philippe Soupault and Jean Cocteau. The final
analysis of the life and work of Christian Gailly serves as evidence that the jazz makes the French
literature approachable for the world, resulting in a text which is at the same time lively and
unconventional both from the formal and substantive point of view.



