
Abstract 

This paper outlines the concept of labour in socialist Czechoslovakia of the 1960s. It 

examines on discourses of social and economic reforms and that of the post-Stalin era. 

The focus lays on main social, economic and ideological categories on which those 

projects based, on extent of their construction as well as on shifting the emphasis 

between their particular elements. The paper concerns above all conceivable relation of 

the newly shaped discourse to effort to reconstitute social differentiation and to overcome 

the social leveling of the previous Stalin era. An attempt will be made to connect 

Honnet's theory of recognition with G. Cohen's concept of egalitarian justice. From that 

perspective, the paper will examine historical tranformations of conceptions of justice, 

division of labour, a social ethos of different social groups (particullary the educated 

intelligentsia), legitimacy of given forms of redistribution etc. 

 


