
Abstract

Ukrainian state lacks an effective historical memory policy. For this reason, the Ukrainian nation-

building  project  lacks  ideological  capabilities  to  consolidate  Ukrainian  society.  The  dilemma

regarding the national myths is the main challenge of the Ukrainian nation-building project. The

dilemma emerged in choosing between the myth of the national liberation struggle of the Ukrainian

Insurgent Army (UPA) and the myth of the Great Patriotic War. Both myths are struggling for an

important place in the pantheon of Ukrainian history, but fisrt of all for a recognition of Ukrainian

society. This resulted in the creation of conflicting historical identities. Ukrainian elite have long

time speculated on the differences in  the historical  identity,  which largely contributed to social

fragmentation. This thesis describes how national myths interact with nation-building project and

also analyzes the content of the most crucial interpretations of the historical myths.


