
Abstract 

Main focus of my Master’s Thesis is to conduct a research of mythological elements and 

themes that appear within the narrative structure of selected episodes of BBC television series 

Doctor Who, deriving from the initial hypothesis that such mythological patterns are still 

recurring and repeating even in the structure of stories produced by modern show-business 

industries, which renders their content intrinsically more attractive for any audience. We 

analyse selected episodes from both arks of the Doctor Who’s story individually – the old 

one, which began in the sixties, and the new one, which is considered to be a reboot of the 

original series and aired in 2005. The originally intended educative element of the series and 

its sudden disappearance is also a part of our research. Main analysis of our paper consists of 

a semiotic analysis of the text of the television series utilizing the point of view of the critical 

reader that was introduced by Umberto Eco, and deriving from the definition of modern myth 

that appears in works of Roland Barthes, archaic myth, studied for example by Carl Lévi-

Strauss, and Jungian archetypes. 

 


