
Abstract 

The relation between sociology and literature opens up a broad field for 

discussion because of their closeness. The diploma thesis pursues a rather uncommon 

approach to literature that searches for manifestations of sociological thought in 

literature in order to use them within contexts of thematically similar sociological 

theories. A considerable attention is paid to definition of this approach, especially in 

relation to standard methods of sociology of literature, and to subsequent formulation of 

its methodological starting-points. Sociological reading as introduced in the text 

interprets a literary work in the perspective of selected sociological theories to which 

the interpretation is reversely related in the following step. In the thesis the novel White 

Noise by Don DeLillo, a classical work of American postmodern fiction, is taken as an

object of such interpretation. The theme of effects of the mass media in contemporary 

society marked out widely in the beginning is specified by selected theories of Jean 

Baudrillard and Niklas Luhmann. In the case of Baudrillard´s theory of hyperreality and 

simulation, changes in relation between reality and representation, respectively 

disappearance of their traditional opposition, are concerned. Luhmann´s social systems 

theory is used to explore the interest of White Noise in the plurality of “systems 

realities” (with an emphasis on the role of the system of mass media). The output of this 

part of the thesis lies in identification of the sociological insights contained in DeLillo´s 

novel, which could be used for refining (Baudrillard) or enriching (Luhmann) these 

theories. 
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