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Plants are source of a wide range of substances called secondary metabolites. These 

substances include also coumarins, derivatives of a lactone of o-hydroxycinnamic acid. They 

are found in many plant species and are specific especially for the family Apiaceae, Rutaceae 

or Fabaceae. They can be produced by some microorganisms. They have many effects in the 

treatment of vascular, gastrointestinal or infectious diseases. Properties, uses and sources some 

of these are the subject of this diploma thesis. 
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