
Abstract 

The diploma thesis „The Multilateralism Concept in German Policy toward the Balkans: 

Germany´s Recognition of the Independence of Slovenia and Croatia (1991) and Kosovo 

(2008)“ deals with the role of the Federal Republic of Germany in the process of 

recognition of the independence of successor states of Yugoslavia in the context of 

discussion about transformation of the German multilateralism and normalization of the 

German foreign policy. The disciplined interpretive case study focuses on selected 

examples, which were perceived as the most controversial by German and foreign political 

and social circles: the German pressure on the international recognition of Slovenia and 

Croatia in 1991, which caused strong criticisms and fears, that the unified Germany would 

leave the principle of multilateralism in exchange for a unilateral promotion of its national 

interests; and the recognition of Kosovo in 2008, which meant ignoring the UN resolution 

1244. The aim of the thesis is to describe and to interpret motives and the manners of the 

Germany´s acting in the selected causes in detail and to test the hypothesis by Rainer 

Baumann about transformation of the German multilateralism “towards more instrumental 

perception of the multilateral cooperation and orientation on material and status-oriented 

national interests“. The thesis comes to the conclusion, that the Federal Republic of 

Germany indeed has chosen the way of pragmatism and instrumentalism within its concept 

of multilateralism. However, the interpretation of the recognition policy on the Balkans 

does not support the hypothesis by Baumann, that Germany, in the context of 

normalization of its foreign policy, would be ready to search for an open conflict with its 

closest allies – such as the USA, France or Great Britain – to pursue its national interests. 

Germany learned the lesson from its active role in the recognition of the independence of 

Slovenia and Croatia and has acted in the European policy towards the Balkans rather as a 

grey eminence: influential, but not dominant.  


