ABSTRACT

Alaska, which has been the 49th state of the USA since 1959, is a very unique locality according to
many viewpoints. Although it is a part of the civilized Western world, it presents one of the last well-
preserved wildlife on the Earth. Although Alaska is gradually settled by immigrants, native people have
to deal with their dilemma connected with assimilation for many centuries. They did not create their own
new culture — its cultural specifics are still defined by combination of original cultural patterns of Yup'ik
and Inupiat Eskimos and natural tribes Tlingit, Haida, Athabaska, Aleut and imported cultures.

My work is a study of clashes between civilization and nature resp. civilization and original ethnic
groups and it goes throughout structural analysis of audiovisual artefacts, in this case visual records and
films from fictional and non-fictional category. The subject of my analy51s is a method and variability of
possible approaches to Alaska presentation by audiovisual means and mainly examines formation and
development of stereotypes in presentation of wildlife and human lifestyle in their specific conditions.

The advantage of my research is a limited locality and relatively lowly explored area and also overview
(even numerous) of audiovisual materials in its own way.

Next to the theoretical study itself, the work provides contextual chapters from Alaskan geography and
history. Beside the classical author G. Snyder, the work introduces a university professor Rudolf Krej¢i
the first time in the Czech context and his life experience. He is also a founder of the first faculty of
philosophy in Alaska at University of Alaska.
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