Abstract

This Diploma thesis focuses on the investigation of impact of French
Revolution into the development of political views of three Englishmen who
represent three levels of view of revolutionary events: idealistic, radical and
critical. Helen Maria Williams (1761-1827) represents an idealistic school of
thought especially within the idea on universal citizenship and messianism of
French Revolution. Simultaneously, she also represents some opinions of female
population and their expectations relating to the status of women. Thomas Paine
(1737-1809), a member of Convention and a supporter of the Girondists is an
example of a radical religious view. The last of the trio is a physiocrat and a writer
Arthur Young (1741-1820) who visited France before the Revolution. He became

a witness and also a critic of the early revolutionary events.
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