
Abstract

This  thesis  is  concerned  with  structural  iconicity  and  its  effects  on  possessive

classification.  The  Iconicity-of-distance  hypothesis  argues  that  the  linguistic  distance

between  a  possessor and  a  possessum reflects the conceptual distance, and is therefore

smaller in inalienable possession. The role of distance iconicity in language processing

was tested using the artificial language learning paradigm. An experiment was designed

to investigate  whether  speakers of Czech will  learn an iconically structured grammar

better.  The  experiment  conducted  with  40  participants  did  not  show  significant

differences between the two experimental groups. However, the evidence is inconlusive

and the data suggest that structural iconicity could influence processing. The results also

suggest that speaker of Czech are able to use alienability as a category of language. 


