Abstract

This thesis deals with the topic of individual parliamentary scrutiny of European affairs in
Slovakia. The aim of this thesis is to determine which factors influenced the formally strong
system of parliamentary scrutiny in the Slovak National Assembly. 6 factors will be analyzed —
Late accession to the EU, parliamentary strength, bargaining strength in the Council of EU,
public euroscepticism, euroscepticism of political parties and the frequency of coalition and
minority governments. The strength of parliamentary scrutiny can also be influenced by
informal aspects. The informal aspects in this thesis will be mainly concerned with the efforts
of the members of the European Affairs Committee to acquire additional information about
legislative proposals of the EU in an informal way and also their efforts for a better
cooperation in parliamentary scrutiny among various political parties. The empirical analysis
found, that the factor of late accession to the EU and euroscepticism of political parties had
the biggest effect on the formally strong system of parliamentary scrutiny in Slovakia. A
partial effect can be also attributed to the factors of public euroscepticism and the frequency
of coalition and minority governments. Even though a formally strong system of
parliamentary scrutiny does exist in Slovakia, in reality the parliament does not use its

powers effectively enough.



