
Abstract:    

This thesis concerns the Czechoslovak Social Democracy in the 1930´s and 1940´s. Its aim is 

to investigate whether the Social Democratic Party in the Third Republic moved from a mass 

party towards being a catch-all party. It investigates whether the move was in line with Otto 

Kirchheimer's theory. The thesis is divided into four parts. The first part is theoretically 

orientated. It analyzes how and why there was a move from a mass party towards a catch-all 

party. It also contains in which areas the  change occured and how it occured.  The second 

part focuses on whether the Social Democratic Party in the First Republic can be considered 

in the typology of political parties as a mass party. There is a conclusion that we can call it a 

mass party. The third part analyzes if the Social Democratic Party in the Third Republic 

moved from being a mass party to a catch-all party. The conclusion is that this happened. The 

final part is dedicated to whether the Social Democratic Party in the Third Republic moved 

closer to being a catch-all party in line with Otto Kirchheimer´s theory. This part concludes 

that it was in line with this theory.  

 


